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                    OCTOBER
     1987 ...  Israel Lavi 

Fighter Program
Canceled

   

                 DECEMBER
1987 ....... Intifadah

Breaks Out

        DECEMBER
1990 .....  Saddam Hussein 

Threatens Israel

FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEIR JAKOBSOHN
EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH

BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A.
תלמוד ישראלי

GAL NAOR: CHAIR, DAF YOMI FOR US
YAEL SCHULMAN: DIR., DAF YOMI FOR US
www.talmudisraeli.org • yael@talmudisraeli.co.il         
TEL. 914/413-3128 

TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FOR US
112 W. 34TH ST., 18TH FL • NY, NY 10120 

SPONSORED BY:         

Israel's peace agreement with Egypt had been intentionally 
vague when it came to the Palestinians in the areas conquered 
by Israel in the Six-Day War. During Israel's 1982 war in Lebanon, 
both Gaza and the West Bank were relatively quiet. That quiet 
ended in December 1987, triggered by a truck accident. An 
Israeli truck driver in the Gaza Strip lost control of his vehicle, 
and plowed into an oncoming Arab car, killing four people. 

Riots immediately broke out in the Gaza Strip. Soon a 
confrontation developed between a small detachment of Israeli 
troops and rioters throwing rocks and Molotov cocktails at the 
soldiers. The Israeli forces responded, wounding 30 rioters and 
killing one of them. By the next days, uprisings had broken out 
throughout the West Bank and Gaza.

Over the next two years, a series of riots, civil disobedience, 
strikes, and to a lesser extent, terror attacks continued 
throughout both the West Bank and Gaza. Israel was forced to 
assign thousands of troops to the West Bank to maintain order. 

This period, known as the First Intifadah, convinced many Israelis 
that the status quo in West Bank and Gaza was not sustainable.  

In 1990, the national unity government that had ruled the 
country for six years collapsed, after which, Yitzhak Shamir 
formed a narrow right-wing coalition.

Israel had an even more significant 
challenge than the Intifadah to 
grapple with during this period, but 
this undertaking was one the country 
embraced with enthusiasm – i.e., 

the massive immigration of Soviet Jews to Israel. From the 
moment Gorbachev became the new leader of the Soviet 
Union, he began to open the gates of the Soviet Union to 
allow its tormented Jewish population to emigrate. Many of 
those immigrants resettled in Israel, while others moved to the 
United States. 

As Gorbachev's government continued 
to liberalize, the United States concluded 
that Jews leaving the Soviet Union were 
not victims of oppression, and thus 
no longer automatically granted them 
refugee status. Consequently, Israel was the only country 
whose gates remained wide open to Soviet Jews. In 1990, 
an unprecedented, 181,759 Soviet Jews made aliyah. Israel 
scrambled to build housing, provide jobs, and integrate this 

tidal wave of new citizen into Israeli 
society. Although mistakes were made, 
absorption of the massive Russian 
aliyah, more or less, succeeded.

u FEBRUARY
     1987 ...  Demjanjuk Trial Begins

        OCTOBER
u 1987 ... Ida Nudel Arrived 
                        in Israel 
        

          
        MARCH
u 1990 .....  National Unity 
                      Government Falls

   

    DECEMBER
u 1990 ..... Israel and the 
                          Soviet Union Resume 
                          Diplomatic Relations

1988
Israel Launches
1st Satellite —
OFEQ 1

1989
Syrian
Mig-23 Pilot 
Defects to Israel


