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סבור

כלילי

Translation

Explanation
Chachamim ruled that a statue holding 
a crown is forbidden — as a symbol of 
Avodah Zarah (idol worship). Although 
at first, the Chachamim considered 
the crown purely decorative, in the 
end, they reasoned that the statue 
was considered to be a king and 
people were worshipping him, and 
therefore, the statue is considered an 
object of Avodah Zarah.Daf 42:  ֲהָנָאה ֵמֶחְפֵצי ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה –

               Benefitting From Items Associated With Idol Worship

There is a Torah prohibition 
against deriving benefit from 
an item previously used for 
Avodah Zarah (idol worship). The 
Talmud mentions several items 
that were classically used for 
idolatry.  Included among them 
is the “Ashera,” a tree planted by 
idolaters in order to worship it.

It is clearly prohibited to benefit 
from this sort of tree. Not only is it forbidden to eat the fruit of such a tree, it is even 
prohibited to climb on an Ashera tree in order to reach a high place. Likewise, it is 
also prohibited to plant vegetables underneath an Ashera tree, since during the 
summertime, the shade from the branches of the tree would be good for the vegetable 
and it is prohibited to benefit from those branches. Rabbi Yossi says it is prohibited to 
plant vegetables under an Ashera tree in the winter as well, because those vegetables 
would benefit from its leaves that fall and fertilize the ground.
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      Daf 41: “ָחֵבר” –  “Chaver”

There is a halachic status known as “chaver.” The expression “chaver” appears in the 
Talmud referring to an individual who is God-fearing and faithful. It is a person who can 
be trusted in areas of religious law. For example, if a person died and fruit was found 
in the home, and it is not known for certain whether or not that fruit was permissible 
to use (whether trumot u’ma’asrot (tithes) had been set aside from it), if the deceased 
person had been a “chaver,” then we can assume that he had tithed all of the fruits and 
vegetables in his home. There is a chazakah (presumption) that a chaver would only 
keep items that are metukan (ritually ready) in his possession.  

Rambam explains that friendship within the community of Torah scholars is true 
friendship for the sake of Heaven, and therefore the members of that group are worthy 
of the title “chaverim.”

.... Savor ... They thought/
                   held the opinion
.... K'lili ...... Crown
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Thank you for helping us exceed goals 
for 2017! Talmud Israeli will continue 
to provide our weekly publication 
free-of-charge in 2018 in thanks to 
our generous sponsors. We are now 
ready to expand into more English- 
speaking communities. Please contact 
us if you know of anyone interested 
in joining the Talmud Israeli family!
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Daf 44: ֲאדֹוִנָיּה –  Adonijah

Adonijah was one of King David’s sons. Sefer Melachim I 
(1:5) tells the story of Adonijah’s desire to succeed his father 
as king, adding that while King David was still alive, Adonijah 
“prepared chariots and riders and fifty people to run before 

him” — as could be predicted from a king’s son trying to stake a claim at the throne.

These fifty people were specially trained for very extensive running. Among other 
things, they removed their spleens, since it was believed that the spleen made 
running more difficult. In addition, their legs underwent special treatments, in order 
to allow them to run continuously without enduring pain.

In the House of David, there was a special crown used to identify who was worthy 
of being heir to the Davidic dynasty. The crown was constructed in a unique 
manner that only fit properly on the head of an individual who had a cleft or notch 
in the center of his skull. When they placed the crown on 
the head of Adonijah, they immediately saw that it did not 
fit him well. It was then that they understood he would not 
be able to succeed his father as king.

 

תשמ״ו/1986
Sharansky Immigrates To Israel 

Natan Sharansky was born in 1948, 
in the Soviet Union. His birth name 
was Anatoly Borisovich. Sharansky 
was always an enthusiastic Zionist 
and encouraged Jews to immigrate 
to Israel. Sadly, his requests for a 
permit to make aliyah were rejected 
for “security” reasons. He worked to 
protect human rights and became 
spokesman for the Prisoners of 
Zion, the refuseniks (people refused 
the right to immigrate to Israel). In 
1977, Sharansky was arrested and 
charged with treason, espionage 
and incitement. The Soviet court 
sentenced him to 13 years in prison. 
Sharansky survived the difficulties 
of detention and maintained his 
mental capacities thanks to his profound 
devotion to his Jewish identity and his 
passionate desire to immigrate to Israel. 
He became a symbol of the struggle for 
the liberation of Soviet Jewry. After years of 
dogged struggle and consistent pressure 
from Jews worldwide (particularly in the 
US), the Soviet authorities decided to 
release Sharansky as part of a deal with 
Israel. In 1986, Sharansky was released 
and promptly immigrated to Israel. 
Sharansky served as a minister in the 
Israeli government, and currently serves as 
Chairman of the Jewish Agency.

מ״ו/1986
ש

ת

Israeli History
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Daf 43:  ׁש ְקָדּ     The Temple Menorah – ְמנֹוַרת ַהִמּ

Following their victory, the Hasmoneans expelled the Greeks from the Second Beit 
HaMikdash and from the city of Jerusalem. Then, the Hasmoneans were able to 
restore the Beit HaMikdash, in order to resume the worship service there.

The golden menorah crafted by Moshe Rabbeinu had already been taken as 
plunder by the enemy, and so it was necessary to make a new menorah. In those 
days, the people of the nation were poor and did not have sufficient funds to 
fashion a menorah out of gold. Therefore, they made a menorah out of iron rods 
coated with tin. When they became wealthier, they crafted another new menorah 
from silver. When they became even wealthier, they were able to fashion a newer 
menorah out of pure gold.

Sharansky with President Ronald Reagan 
(1986). Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 46:  ַהָזָּאה –  Sprinkling

A person who becomes tamei (ritually unclean) due to contact 
with a corpse is unable to become tahor (ritually clean) until the purifying water of 
the red heifer’s ashes is sprinkled on them. There is no Torah prohibition against 
sprinkling purifying water during Shabbat. Nevertheless, Chazal decreed that it 
should not be done, because sprinkling purifies the person who is tamei, which 
seems like a melacha (one of the 39 types of work prohibited on Shabbat), since the 
act of ha’za’ah (sprinkling) creates a state of purity.

The Talmud adds that even if the person who is tamei requires ha’za’ah on the Shabbat 
of Erev Pesach, as without the ha’za’ah he will not be able to fulfill the mitzvah of offering 
the korban Pesach (Paschal Lamb) —ha’za’ah is still not performed on Shabbat, in order 
not to violate a gezeirat Chazal (rabbinic decree).

      Daf 45: ?ֲהָנָאה  From What Idol  – ֵאיזֹו ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה ֲאסּוָרה ַבּ
                      Worship Is It Prohibited To Derive Benefit?

                    
The Talmud rules that if a non-Jew bows down to 

the ground with idolatrous intent he does not 
cause that ground to be prohibited for use 

or benefit. However, if a non-Jew sculpts a 
stone and worships it — then, benefitting 
from that stone would be prohibited.

What is the difference between the case 
of the ground and that of the stone? If a 

non-Jew practices Avodah Zarah using 
an item that already exists, one which 

he did not create, it is not prohibited to benefit from that 
item. For example, if a gentile stood against an already 

existing tree and began to worship it — that tree does 
not become prohibited. However, if he carved a stone 
out of a mountain, and then worshipped the stone as 

a deity, it would become prohibited to benefit from that 
stone because the hands of an idol worshiper created it. 
It is prohibited to derive benefit from any venerated item 
created by a practitioner of Avodah Zarah.

Made In Israel

THE Jewish Agency FOR Israel
The mission of HaSochnut HaYehudit 
L’Eretz Yisra’el (The Jewish Agency for 
Israel) is to “inspire Jews throughout 
the world to connect with their People, 
heritage, and homeland, and empower 
them to build a thriving Jewish future 
and a strong Israel.” While founded with 
its current name in 1929, the Sochnut, 
as it is now commonly known, was 
established in 1908 as branch of the 
Zionist Organization. Then, its main 
purpose was to represent the Jews 
of Eretz Yisrael in dealings with the 
Ottoman Empire.

The Sochnut has always worked 
hard to promote aliyah to Israel. 
Following the establishment of the 
State of Israel, there was a new and 
important task at hand: to help in the 
absorption of immigrants to the new 
country. Natan Sharansky became the 
Chairman of the Sochnut in 2009. The 
organization continues to bring “Jews 
to Israel, Israel to Jews” and build “a 
better society in Israel and beyond.”

Thank you Zionist thinkers 
for your incredible efforts in 
strengthening the Jewish homeland.

Jewish Agency logo and slogan. Photo source: mfa.gov.il
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 47: יחּוי ֵאֶצל ִמְצוֹות    – ִדּ
         Disqualification With Respect To Mitzvot

On this daf, the Talmud raises a common dilemma as to whether or 
not a disqualification [for use of an item] to fulfill mitzvot is permanent. 
One of the halachot regarding korbanot (offerings) is that an animal 
that had been temporarily unfit for offering on the miz’be’ach (altar) is 
permanently disqualified and may never be used as an offering, even if 
its disqualifying factor is completely eliminated. 

Although such is the case regarding korbanot, regarding other areas of 
halachah the Talmud is uncertain as to the law. For example, if a non-
Jew took a lulav and used it for Avodah Zarah (idol worship), that would 
make that lulav assur ba’ha’na’ah (prohibited for deriving benefit), and 
clearly prohibited for use to fulfill the mitzvah of arba’at haminim (shaking 
of the four species on Sukkot). After a few days, the non-Jew realized that 
worshipping the lulav made no sense and he threw it away. The moment 
he discarded the lulav, it stopped being an object of Avodah Zarah and it 
should thereby once again be permissible to derive benefit from it. 

Later on, a Jew was walking down the street and saw the discarded lulav. 
It was a premium lulav of the highest quality -- long, beautiful, and bright 
green. But there is doubt as to whether it is permissible to use that lulav, 
because “if there is indeed a disqualification for [using an item to fulfill] 
mitzvot,” then even after the violation was removed we maintain that any 
item that had once been disqualified from being used to fulfill a mitzvah, 
may never be used to fulfill a mitzvah.

Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Rimon, founder and head of 
the Center for Halacha and Instruction points 
out that the command to build one of the vessels of 
the Mishkan is found in our parasha: “And you shall 
make a washstand of copper, with a copper base for 
washing ... and Aaron and his sons shall wash their 
hands and their feet using it.”

The washstand does not appear together with 
all the other vessels listed in Parashat Terumah, 
because it serves a different role. It is not used for 
the work in the Tabernacle itself, but rather serves as 
a tool to prepare the kohanim for their work. 

Does the ritual washing of the hands and feet of 
the kohanim at the washstand inform anything about 
our ritual washing of our hands each morning? Let’s 
consider the words of Rabbi Shlomo ben Aderet, a 
disciple of Nachmanides, who lived 700 years ago in 
Spain. He suggests the following answer correlation: 
“And we must thank Him, blessed be He, for having 
created us in His honor to serve Him and bless His 
Name ... and therefore, we need to sanctify ourselves 
in His holiness and ritually wash our hands from the 
vessel [each day], like a priest who sanctifies his 
hands from the washstand before attending to his 
work.”  Each one of us is born to do something special 
and destined for his or her own unique mission in the 
world. The ritual washing of the hands prepares us 
for pursuing that mission, just as the ritual washing 
of the priests’ hands at the washstand in the Mishkan 
(tabernacle) prepared them for their work.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. Who is defined as a “chaver,” and what is the meaning of this 
definition from a halakhic perspective?

2. From what type of Avodah Zarah is it forbidden to derive ha’na’ah?
3. What is the meaning of the phrase “disqualification regarding 

mitzvot” and why does it matter?

יָת ְוָעִשׂ
ת ת ְוַכּנֹו ְנֹחֶשׁ ּיֹור ְנֹחֶשׁ ִכּ
ְלָרְחָצה ... ְוָרֲחצּו ַאֲהֹרן ּוָבָניו 
ּנּו ֶאת ְיֵדיֶהם ְוֶאת ַרְגֵליֶהם ִמֶמּ


