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Explanation
Rav and Shmuel disagreed regarding 
whether Me’arat HaMachpelah (Cave 
of the Patriarchs, literally, “the doubled 
cave”) was so named because it had 
two chambers one next to the other, or 
two levels one on top of the other.

Translation

Daf 50: "ִעים ֶלֶחם ”LOAVES OF BREAD 40“ – "ַאְרָבּ

A person who experienced miraculous salvation was required to offer a korban todah 
(thanksgiving sacrifice) in the Beit HaMikdash in appreciation of God’s kindness. 
The person bringing the offering could choose a sheep, a ram, a goat, a calf, or a 
bull for the korban. After shechitah was performed, a portion of the animal was 
offered on the mizbe’ach (altar). The remaining portion was eaten in 
Jerusalem, with those partaking of the sacrificial meat being 
in a state of ritual purity. [Cont’d on P. 2]

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת עירובין דף נ׳׳ג:

 “מערת המכפלה, רב ושמואל, 
חד אמר שני בתים זה לפנים מזה, 

וחד אמר בית ועליה על גביו.”
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Daf 49: ֵערּוב ֲחֵצרֹות – ERUV CHATZEROT
              
King Solomon and his beit din (court) decreed that people who reside in houses 
that open into a chatzer (courtyard) were prohibited from carrying items from the 
courtyard into their homes, or vice versa. Had they not made that decree, carrying 
between these houses and the chatzer would have been permissible because the 
house and the courtyard are both reshut hayachid. 

Why did King Solomon see fit to make this decree? Because the chatzer is similar to 
reshut harabim (public domain), people might mistakenly think that if it is permissible 
to carry items from the house into the chatzer, it is likewise permitted to carry items 
from reshut hayachid into reshut harabim.

However, when there is a single, stand-alone house in a chatzer, it is permissible to 
carry items from the house into the chatzer. The chatzer only serves the people of 
that one house and is in no way similar to reshut harabim.  When a courtyard contains 
several homes, King Solomon instituted the concept of eruv chatzerot (a merger of 
different areas into a common domain). The people who live in several houses are 
then considered one group, merged together. 

How is an eruv chatzerot established? A portion of bread is collected from each of 
the residents and placed in one of the homes. By this mechanism, it is considered as 
if they all reside in the same residence.

חד אמר
זה לפנים מזה

בית ועליה 
על גביו

... Chad amar ... One said

... Zeh lifnim mee’zeh ... Side-by-side

... Bayit v’aleiha al gabav ... [One] level 
    on top of the other
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Seder Moed | Eruvin 50 [Cont’d]-51-52

 

Daf 52: ת ָבּ ֶעֶרב ַשׁ  – ִטּיּול ְבּ
               A FRIDAY HIKE PRIOR TO SHABBAT

What must be done if a person goes hiking outside the city on Friday afternoon and 
suddenly realizes the sun had set, and Shabbat began? That person needs to immediately 
check the precise location of where s/he stands. If that person remained a distance of 
less than 2,000 amot from the city s/he exited, it would be permissible to return to the 
city since that location is within the techum Shabbat (Shabbat boundary) and, 
from a halachic standpoint, it is as if that person had not left the city.

However, if that person walked a great distance and ventured beyond 
the techum Shabbat, that person is obligated to spend the rest of 
Shabbat outside the city — since that person no longer “belongs” to 
the city. Instead, his/her “place/residence” is the location where s/he 
stood when Shabbat began. It is permissible for that person to walk 
2,000 amot from that spot alone.

 Dvar Torah
SUKKOT

Sukkot is also known as the Ingathering 
Festival because, at that time of year, 
farmers labor to gather the grain they 
reaped during the summer and bring 
it into the warehouses before winter 
comes and washes it all away. The 
labor of harvesting is a seemingly 
endless task and considerably less 
exciting than reaping and planting. 
Planting seeds is full of hope and 
anticipation for the new grain, while 
reaping is full of excitement about the 
new crops. The gathering process has 
no renewal in it, yet it is a crucial stage 
— if not done, all the grains cultivated 
would disappear or be destroyed.

The spiritual world parallels the 
natural world. The yamim nora’im 
(Days of Awe), are an uplifting time that 
fills people with aspirations, hopes, 
and movement toward repentance 
and change. After this period, 
Sukkot requires a person to gather 
those powers, collect and preserve 
them well, so they might continue to 
illuminate their lives, even during the 
rainy, impending winter days.

 Daf 51: ֲאִמיָרה חּוִמין ַבּ  ESTABLISHMENT OF AN – ֵערּוב ְתּ
                ERUV TECHUMIN BY VERBAL DECLARATION

A person can establish an eruv techumin (mixing of domains) by the 
placement of a food item outside the city limit and stating: “Here 
[this location] will be my place.” This allowed the owner of the eruv 
to walk an additional 2,000 amot (cubits) passed the eruv — since 
with placement of the food, the location is designated his/her “place/
residence” for Shabbat. 

Likewise, we learned that to establish an eruv techumin, a person could walk to a spot 
outside the city before Shabbat and remain there from the time Shabbat begins until the 
stars appear in the sky, and thereby cause that spot to be considered his/her “place/
residence” for Shabbat. 

On this daf we learn that a person can establish an eruv techumin solely with a verbal 
declaration. Suppose a person walking on a path states: “My residence is the green 
cabin located there [in the distance].” This statement establishes an eruv that would 
permit the person to walk an additional 2,000 amot beyond that cabin, provided that it 
was physically possible to reach the cabin before the onset of Shabbat.

[Cont’d from P. 1] The korban todah was accompanied by 40 special loaves of bread, known 
as “arba’im lechem” (40 loaves). If a person took 80 loaves and declared: “I would like all 
80 of these loaves to be consecrated on behalf of a korban todah” — none of those 80 
loaves would be consecrated, nor would they be considered part of the korban offering. 

Why? Because precisely 40 loaves were to be consecrated as part of a korban todah. 
Since the person attempted to consecrate 80 loaves, the entire declaration is null and 
void — and as a result, none of the loaves would be considered consecrated.



Please 
email answers

to questions to:

answers@
talmudisraeli.co.il

 
for a chance 
to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Please 
email answers

to questions to:

answers@
talmudisraeli.co.il

 
for a chance 
to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Please 
email answers

to questions to:

answers@
talmudisraeli.co.il

 
for a chance 
to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Please 
email answers

to questions to:

answers@
talmudisraeli.co.il

 
for a chance 
to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Check out our 
TALMUD
ISRAELI
YouTube Channel

View Talmud Israeli’s
engaging YouTube videos

on a wide variety of sugiyot —
in Hebrew with English subtitles

 

Seder Moed | Eruvin 53-54-55

3

Daf 54: ּכֹוַח ַהּתֹוָרה –  POWER OF THE TORAH

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi said: One who is walking along the way without a companion 
should engage in Torah study to provide themselves with companionship. As King Solomon 
said in Mishlei (Proverbs 1:9), “The Torah is like a livyat ḥen [graceful wreath].” Here, the word 
livyat is understood as a reference to livui (accompaniment) — i.e., the Torah is a graceful 
accompaniment to a traveler.

Likewise, the Talmud suggests that a person who suffers from a headache 
should engage in Torah study, so that the power of the 
Torah can heal the pain. The Talmud quotes various 
verses from which we can derive that the Torah can 
heal the entire body.

We are bidden to take medication when our health 
requires it.  Still, there are always potentially negative 
side effects with any medication. Torah study, by contrast, 
yields only positive.

      Daf 53: ָלה ְכֵפּ CAVE OF THE PATRIARCHS  – ְמָעַרת ַהַמּ

In Parashat Chayei Sarah, it states that Avraham buried 
Sarah in Me’arat HaMachpei’lah (Cave of the Patriarchs), 
whose name comes from the word kefel (double).

Rav and Shmuel disagreed about why the cave came 
to be known by the name “Machpelah.” Rav suggested 
it is because the cave features two (upper and lower) 
stories. Conversely, Shmuel maintained that Me’arat 

HaMachpelah was given its name because many of our ancestral couples are buried there — 
Adam and Chavah, Avraham and Sarah, Yitzchak and Rivkah, Ya’akov and Leah.

Daf 55: ִריּבּוַע ָהִעיר –  SQUARE OF THE CITY

What is “ribua ha’ir”? There is a techum Shabbat 
(Shabbat boundary) of 2,000 amot up to which a person 
residing in the city may freely walk surrounding every 
city. To measure 2,000 amot from the edge of the city, 
you need to know the precise location of the city’s edge. 
If the city is built in the shape of a square, with four 
equal sides, it is known where the city’s edge is located.

What is done when the houses at the edge of the city are not built in one straight line? The 
Gemara states that the furthest house determines the city’s area to designate the techum 
Shabbat. As such, on each side of the city, we examine the furthest house’s location and 
determine the area of the city on each side based on the location of its most distant house.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  Which korban should be 
accompanied with bread loaves?

2. From which house in the city is its 
techum Shabbat measured?

3. Who is buried in Me’arat 
HaMachpelah? 

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!
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ְדָרׁש ִמּ יִנים ַבּ ַעת ַהִמּ ַאְרַבּ
Ethical Lessons of the 4 Species

TASTE represents knowledge of TORAH
FRAGRANCE represents MITZVOT and good deeds...

YET, we bind all four together – to teach us that all Israel  is one and we 
should help each other grow in knowledge, mitzvot and good deeds.

The LULAV has 
taste. but no 

fragrance.

The ETROG 
has taste & 
fragrance.

The MYRTLE has 
good fragrance. 

but no taste. 

The WILLOW has 
neither taste,

nor fragrance.

Each of the species represents different qualities found in a people as follows: 

o Some people possess knowledge of the TORAH and perform 
    the MITZVOT. They are like the ETROG. 

o Some people have a great deal of TORAH knowledge, but do not 
practice the MITZVOT they have learned. They are like the LULAV. 

o Others are like the MYRTLE — they do MITZVOT, but lack the knowledge 
of the TORAH. 

o Finally, some people have no knowledge of the TORAH or MITZVOT, like 
the WILLOW.

The ETROG is shaped like a “HEART"
teaching us to be a good person and kind-hearted.

The LULAV is likened to the SPINE or 
“BACKBONE. We should stand straight, and 
be proud of our heritage.

The MYRTLE is a small shaped twig, which 
is shaped like an “EYE.” We should not be jealous of others.

The WILLOWS are shaped like “LIPS.” It teaches us to speak the truth at all times.

Ethical lessons derived from the LULAV and ETROG are explained
by the Rabbis through numerous midrashim (legends).


