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Explanation
According to the Talmud, since 
Pharoah’s daughter, Bithiah was the one 
who raised Moshe, he is referred to as 
her son, despite the fact that Yocheved 
physically gave birth to him.

... L’mayled ...... To give birth
 ... L’mayzal ...... To walk
 ... L’michtav ..... To write

למילד
למיזל

ְלִמְכַתב

Translation

Daf 15:  ֶנַטע ְרָבִעי  — F4th-Year Seedlings

It is forbidden to eat fruits of a new tree in the first three years after its planting. These early fruits 
are called “Peirot Orlah.” Starting in the 4th year, it's permissible to eat fruit grown on a tree; 
however, these fruits possess a certain degree of kedusha (holiness) and may only be eaten in 
Jerusalem, the holy city. These fruits are called peirot “Neta Re’va’i” (fruit of 4th year seedling).

If it is too difficult to make the long trip all the way to Jerusalem, what is an individual who 
possesses peirot re’va’i obligated to do? He can take money equal to the value of the fruit, 
and say: “These coins are set aside as holy, in place of the peirot re’va’i.” This action is called 
“chilul” (deconsecration), which reverses the holy status of the fruit. Eventually, when he is 
able to go up to Jerusalem, he uses the money he set aside from the sale of the 4th year fruit 
to buy something to eat.  The purchased food is treated with the sanctity 
of “peirot re’va’i.” (This is similar to the method for the deconsecrating 
ma’aser sheini.)

The Rishonim note several reasons for the mitzvot of Orlah and Re’va’i: 
Ramban writes that eating fruit from trees in the first three years is 
detrimental to one’s health. 
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת סנהדרין, דף י׳׳ט: 

“וכי בתיה ילדה? והלא יוכבד ילדה!
אלא יוכבד ילדה, ובתיה גידלה, לפיכך

נקרא על שמה”. 
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      Daf 14:  ָבא ן ָבּ י ְיהּוָדה ֶבּ Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava – ַרִבּ

Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava lived during the 
period following Bar Kochba’s failed revolt 
against the Romans. At that time, the Roman 
Emperor Hadrian levied many harsh decrees 
upon the Jews, including an attempt to stop 
the functioning of Torah courts. In ancient 
times, dayanim (rabbinic judges) would 
receive ordination from a team of three 
scholars, of whom at least one was previously 

ordained. This system yielded dayanim who received s’micha (ordination) from a 
long chain of authorized religious leaders dating back to Yehoshua Bin Nun, who was 
ordained by Moshe Rabbeinu. Hadrian banned s’micha and wanted to end the chain 
of ordination and the authority of the Sages. He decreed that any rabbi who ordained 
his student to be a judge, would be killed; any chacham who becomes ordained 
would be killed; and any city in which ordinations take place, would be destroyed.

Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava decided to give his life for the sake of saving the chain of 
ordination. He invited five chachamim to a field between the cities Shefar’am and 
Usha (in the Galilee), and ordained them. During the ceremony, the Romans were 
informed that an ordination was taking place. Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava instructed his 
students to escape, and when the Romans arrived at the site, they only found Rabbi 
Yehudah Ben Bava, who was unable to flee. The Roman soldiers shot 300 arrows, 
killing Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bava, who became one of the Ten Martyrs. He outsmarted 
the Romans and they were unable to destroy the city in which the ordination of judges 
had taken place, as the ceremony happened outside the city limits.
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Daf 16:  ִוד יּנֹור ָדּ King David's Violin – ִכּ

Despite the fact that kings generally arise late in the 
morning, King David was accustomed to wake up 
at midnight in order to study Torah.

How did King David know exactly when it was 
midnight? The Talmud tells us that King David 
hung his violin above his bed. Upon the stroke of 
midnight, a northern wind would blow and the violin 
strings would vibrate. Sometimes, the violin would 
sound a series of notes. This way, King David would 
know midnight had arrived. King David would learn 
Torah until morning had broken. Once the day had 
dawned, he was steeped in work, because Israel’s 

chachamim would wake up early to arrive at his doorstep and bring him questions 
regarding various public matters.

Who's Who?

Daf 17: ֵני ּגֹוָרלֹות Two Lotteries – ְשׁ

On this daf we learn about two cases in which Moshe Rabbeinu made decisions 
by means of a lottery.

Lottery of the Dayanim (judges): Moshe Rabbeinu was 
commanded by Hashem to appoint 70 elders of Israel to a 
Sanhedrin (High Court). Had the number 70 been cleanly 
divisible by 12, there would not have been a problem — then, 
Moshe would have appointed an equal number of dayanim from 

each shevet (tribe). But that is not the case. Moshe had no choice but to appoint six 
dayanim from ten shevatim and only five dayanim from the remaining two shevatim. 
Moshe Rabbeinu did not want to take upon himself the responsibility of choosing from 
which two shevatim only five dayanim would be appointed — so as not to engender 
jealously between the tribes. Therefore, he called together 72 candidates who were 
suitable to serve in the Sanhedrin, and arranged the lottery.

Lottery of the Bechorim (first-born): Following 
the Chet Ha-Egel HaZahav (sin of the golden 
Calf,) Shevet Levi was chosen to work in the Beit 
HaMikdash instead of the bechorim (first-born.) 
Accordingly, God commanded the redemption 
of the bechorim in exchange for the service of 
the levi’im. Since there were significantly more 
bechorim than levi’im, it was not possible for 

an individual Levi to redeem each individual Bechor.  They were an extra 273 
bechorim who needed to redeem themselves for five shekelim. Here too, Moshe 
organized a lottery to determine which of the bechorim would be required to 

redeem themselves using money.

Albert Einstein
(1879-1955)

Albert Einstein, the renowned physicist, 
developed the theory of relativity. Einstein 
claimed what when he was just five, his 
father showed him a compass and he 
was immediately intrigued. His interest 
in mathematics and the sciences never 
waned and he went on to receive the 
1921 Nobel Prize in physics.  When Hitler 
(may his name be erased) came to power 
in 1933, Einstein renounced his German 
citizenship, escaped to the United States 
and joined the faculty at Princeton 
University.

Einstein helped found Hebrew 
University in Jerusalem and bequeathed 
his estate to that institution. In 1952, 
Abba Eban, Israel’s ambassador to 
the United States, offered Einstein the 
Presidency of the State of Israel, but he 
declined because he did not think he 
was fit to be President. In his response, 
Einstein wrote, “my relationship to the 
Jewish people has become my strongest 
human bond, ever since I became fully 
aware of our precarious situation among 
the nations of the world.” Albert Einstein, 
one of the most brilliant minds in human 
history, has been called one of the most 
influential people of all time.

Silver shekel (CE 68) from 1st Jewish 
Revolt against Roman rule. FRONT: “Shekel 
of Israel / Year 3”; BACK: “Jerusalem the 
Holy”. Photo Source: Wikipedia

Albert Einstein (1947)
Photo Source: Flickr Creative Commons
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Daf 19: תרי"ג ִמְצוֹות – IX613 Mitzvot

There are 613 mitzvot in the Torah. These mitzvot can 
be divided into two categories: Mitzvot Aseh (positive 
commandments) and Mitzvot Lo Ta’aseh (negative 
commandments.)

“Mitzvot Aseh” are mitzvot that require performing an 
action — e.g., eating matzah on Pesach or sounding the 

shofar on Rosh HaShanah. There are 248 mitzvot aseh.

The second type of mitzvot are “Mitzvot Lo Ta’aseh,” which 
are actions prohibited by the Torah — e.g., desecrating 
Shabbat, eating non-kosher animals, and speaking lashon 
hara (slander, malicious gossip.) These are actions that 
the Torah instructs us to refrain from doing. There are 365 
“Mitzvot Lo Ta’aseh”

      Daf 18:  ?ַבת ֲאֵבָדה טּור ֵמֲהָשׁ   Who Is Exempt From  – ִמי ָפּ
                     The Mitzvah Of Returning Lost Objects?

On this daf, we learn about three 
cases in which the finder of a 
lost object is exempt from the 
performing the mitzvah of Hashavat 
Aveida (returning a lost object).

Case #1— Kohen near a 
cemetery: The Torah commands 
the kohen not to become tamei 
(ritually unclean) through contact 
with the dead. Therefore, 

kohanim are prohibited from entering a cemetery. If a kohen sees a lost object 
inside of a cemetery, he should not enter, in order to fulfill the mitzvah of 

hashavat aveida — since this mitzvah does not override the 
issur (prohibition) on avoiding corpse impurity.  

Case #2 — Loss of Money: If the finder stands to lose a sum of 
money larger than the worth of the lost object, then the finder is patur 

(exempt) from performing this mitzvah.

Case #3 — Distinguished Individual: If a distinguished 
individual finds a lost object that is beneath their dignity to 
handle, s/he is patur from fulfilling this mitzvah.

Keren Hayesod
Keren Hayesod was established on 
the 7th day of Av in 1920. The purpose 
of the organization, whose literal 
translation is The Foundation Fund, is 
to provide resources needed to bring 
Jewish people to Eretz Yisrael. 

Leaders of Keren Hayesod included 
Ze’ev Jabotinsky, Chaim Weizmann 
and Albert Einstein. In the 1920s the 
organization was already working on 
raising money to open Bank Hapoalim 
and the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
In 1926, Keren Hayesod headquarters 
moved from London to Jerusalem and 
in 1929, the organization became part 
of the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Keren Hayesod aims to, among 
other things, strengthen weaker 
communities in Israel, enable and 
assist Jews from dozens of countries 
around the world to make aliyah and 
educate Diaspora youth regarding 
Zionism, Israel and Jewish life. 

To date, Keren Hayesod has helped 
to bring over 3 million Jews to Israel 
and has significantly facilitated their 
absorption into the country. In addition, 
over 800 villages and towns in Israel 
have been established and developed 
by the organization. 

This Week In
Jewish History

Keren HaYesod Offices. King George St., Jerusalem
Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 20: ׁש ְקָדּ  – ֶמֶלְך, ֲעָמֵלק ּוֵבית ַהִמּ
               A King, Amalek and The Beit HaMikdash
   

While they were in the desert, B’nai Yisrael were commanded to 
perform three mitzvot, that were to be fulfilled only after entering 
Eretz Yisrael: appoint a king, destroy any remnant of Amalek, and 
build a Beit HaMikdash. According to the Talmud, a king was to be 
appointed at first, after that, Amalek was to be eliminated, and only 
then build the Beit HaMikdash. Years after B’nai Yisrael entered Eretz 
Yisrael, they requested that a king be crowned to reign over them and 
God chose Shaul to be the first king. During Shaul’s reign, Shmuel 
the Prophet instructed Shaul to wage war against Amalek and the 
majority of Amalek’s population then was eliminated. King David was 
the one who began planning the building of the Beit HaMikdash, and 
Shlomo was the king who built it.

The first Beit HaMikdash was built 440 years after B’nai Yisrael entered 
Eretz Yisrael. Until that time, korbanot (sacrifices) were offered at the 
Mishkan, the portable Tabernacle that was established in different 
places: Gilgal, Shilo, Nov and Giv’on.

B’nai Yisrael are commanded in this parasha: 

“And you will do what is proper and good 
in the eyes of God.”

What is the meaning of this commandment? 
How would one actually fulfill this commandment?

Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman (RaMBaN) said that 
since it is impossible for the Torah to set forth 
the law concerning every possible interpersonal 
relationship and interaction — people could think 
they are only obligated to fulfill whatever was 
specifically written in the Torah and no more. 

Therefore, God commanded: “And you will do 
what is proper and good” — meaning that within 
the mitzvot that are written in the Torah one needs 
to learn what the proper and good path is in God’s 
eyes, and walk that way, even regarding matters 
that are not explicitly addressed by the Torah’s text.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
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1. What are peirot neta re’va’i and what does a person 
who possesses these fruits do if they are unable to 
travel with them all the way to Jerusalem?

2. Who is exempt from performing the mitzvah of 
Hashavat Aveidah?

חוכמת החכמים
     

     ָיָפה ָׁשָעה ַאַחת ִבְתׁשּוָבה ּוַמֲעִשים טֹוִבים 
      ָבעֹוָלם ַהֶזה, ִמָכל ַחֵיי ָהעֹוָלם ַהָבא. )אבות ד:י"ז(.

ִמּלֹון  
 Although – )אע"פ )ַאף-ַעל-ִפי

Expect – ְמַצִפים
Reward  – ָשָכר

Spiritual pleasure – ֲהָנָאה רּוָחִנית
 The value of – ֶעְרָכה

ֶהְסֵבר: אע"פ ֶׁשֲאַנְחנּו ְמַצִפים ְלַקָבַלת ָשָכר ַוֲהָנָאה רּוָחִנית 
ְבעֹוָלם ַהָבא, ְגדֹוָלה ֶעְרָכה ֶׁשל ָׁשָעה ְקָצָרה ָבעֹוָלם ַהֶזה, ֶׁשַרק 

בֹו ֲאַׁשֵפר ָאָדם ְלַקֵים ִמְצוֹות ַהתֹוָרה.

 short – ְקָצָרה
Only in it – ַרק בֹו

Is possible –  ֲאַׁשֵפר
To fulfill – ְלַקֵים


