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Translation

Explanation
The Talmud discusses the laws governing 
the ability various parts of a food, 
e.g., the “yad” (a place that is held) or 
a safeguard (that protects the edible 
portion of the food) to transmit tum’ah.

From the talmud 
Seder KodaShim

maSechet  chullin
daf 118

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת חולין, דף קי”ח:

 “תנן התם: כל שהוא יד ולא שומר 
מצטרף.  ואינו  ומטמא  טמא   –
טמא   – יד  שאינו  ואע"פ  שומר 
ומטמא ומצטרף. לא יד ולא שומר 

– לא טמא ולא מטמא”

Daf  Yomi For  US

Weekly Kit 284

      Daf 117: "ָהעֹור ְוָהרֹוֶטב" –  The Chapter [titled]: 
       The Hide and The Gravy

The perek (chapter) titled, “Ha’ohr v’ha’ro’tev” (The hide and the [congealed] gravy) 
deals with laws of tum’ah (ritual impurity). The first mishnah mentions various 
parts of ba’alei chayim (animals, living creatures) — skin, bones, horns, etc. and 
the laws of tu’mah as applied to them. 

A food item that is tameh cannot impart its tum’ah on 
another food item, unless the quantity of the meat in 
question is larger than the size of a beitzah (egg). The 
Mishnah states: If the meat is a quantity smaller than an 
egg, but is connected to a bone, and the two together 
(meat + bone) do make up the quantity of an egg, then 

that meat is able to impart tum’ah. תנן 

התם
אע"פ

… T’nan …..… They taught   
     (in a Mishnah)
… Hatam ……. There
… v’af ahl pi… Nevertheless
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       Daf 118: "ל ַמֲאָכִלים  – ָיַדִים" ְו"ׁשֹוְמִרים" ֶשׁ
      “Handles” and “Protection” of Food Items

On this daf we learn about the “yada’yim” 
(handles) and “shom’rim” (protections) of 
fruits. Just as utensils have handles by 
which one holds on to them, likewise, 
certain fruits possess something that 
resembles a “yad” by which they are held. 
The “yad” of fruit is the tender branch by 
which it hangs on the tree. The “shomer” 
of the fruit is the outer peel that protects 
the fruit from becoming spoiled.

Why do the Mishnah and Gemara deal 
with the “yad” and “shomer” of foods? 
Because the existence of the “yad” and 
“shomer” are relevant to various halachot. 
For instance, if the “yad” or “shomer” of a 
food item comes into contact with tum’ah 
(ritual impurity), it is as if that tum’ah had 
touched the food item itself.
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 Made In Israel

Rent At Will 
Founded by 

Ran Segal & Gilad Leshem (2018)

There is nothing like the feeling of freshly 
laundered linens when you crawl into bed 
after a long day. When that bed is in a 
hotel or short-term apartment rental, the 
cleanliness of the sheets is critical, as is the 
availability of plenty of fluffy towels. One 
of the most common complaints reported 
by short-term renters is missing or shabby 
linens. Currently, there are approximately 
10,000 short-term apartments available in 
Tel Aviv alone. Between the humidity and 
time spent lounging at the beach, a good 
towel is most definitely a necessity, as is a 
clean bed with crisp linens.

Ran Segal and Gilad Leshem founded 
“Rent at Will” in order to offer Tel Aviv 
landlords and small hotel owners a 
simple way to keep customers happy by 
supplying them with plenty of clean linens. 
The company provides high-quality sets 
of sheets, pillowcases, and a variety of 
towels at a very fair weekly price. “Rent at 
Will” delivers the clean sheets and picks 
up the soiled ones at the end of the week, 
simplifying the whole process, while also 
lowering costs for clients. The company 
also supplies machines that distribute 
clean towels at country clubs and gyms.

Thank you, Israeli entrepreneurs for 
helping small businesses while keeping 
tourists happy! 

2

Seder Kodashim | Chullin 119-120

Daf 120: "ה ָמּ ִתיָבה ַתּ ”Complete Writing“ – "ְכּ

Rabbi Yochanan said that each strand of hair has a perforation in the skin 
from which it grows. This perforation is deep and penetrates through the skin 
to the meat.

Halacha requires that the parshiyot (Torah verses scribed on parchment) 
inside Tefillin be written in “ketiva tama” (complete writing), so that that writing 
is perfect and beautiful, with all the letters clearly formed. Moreover, a klaf 
(parchment) with holes or perforations is not fit to be used for “ketiva tama”. 
However, according to Rabbi Yochanan, every klaf has perforations, because 
klaf comes from animal skin and the hair penetrates the skin deeply.  So, how 
is that same skin fit to be used for writing the parshiyot 
of Tefillin? The Talmud responds that small 
perforations, which ink passes over and 
seals, are not perforations that 
invalidate the klaf’s fitness for 
use in the production of Tefillin.

      Daf 119: ה ְרִעין ִחיָטּ A Wheat Kernel – ַגּ

In the Beit Midrash of Rabbi Yishmael, 
they said: The hard outer-shell of a wheat 
kernel and the soft inner-shells of the wheat 
kernel are its “shomer” and therefore, 
all join together as one entity regarding 
designations of tum’ah.

However, kernels of wheat and barley 
are very small. Both constitute a portion 
considerably smaller than the size of a 
“beitzah” (egg). Only a portion of food 
the size of a “beitzah” or larger is able to 
transmit tum’at ochalin (ritual impurity of 
food). If that is so, then how is it possible 
for a single kernel of wheat, even with its 
“shomer,” to transmit tum’at ochalin?

The Talmud says that the laws of tum’at ochalin refer to particularly large 
kernels of wheat, like the kernels that existed in the era of Shimon Ben Shetach. 
Masechet Ta’anit talks about the blessed yield during the days of Shimon Ben 
Shetach; a blessing that enhanced all the crops, facilitating the growth of 
exceptionally large kernels of wheat.



 

 

Seder Kodashim | Chullin 121-122

On The Map
of Israel

Tel Aviv Museum of Art

The Tel Aviv Museum of Art was first 
established in 1932 in a building 
that was originally the home of Meir 
Dizengoff (1861-1936), Tel Aviv’s first 
mayor. Dizengoff, a Zionist politician, 
got involved in developing Tel Aviv, and 
became the head of town planning 
until Tel Aviv was recognized as a city 
in 1922. After his wife died, Dizengoff 
donated his private home to the city he 
loved deeply. David Ben Gurion declared 
Israel’s independence at the Dizengoff 
residence on Rothschild Boulevard. 

The museum’s current location on 
Shaul Ha’Melech Boulevard opened 
in 1971. It is located in the center of a 
Tel Aviv cultural complex. An additional 
building of the museum, which was 
designed by the American architect 
Preston Scott Cohen opened in 2011. 
The museum houses collections of 
contemporary and classical art, with 
an emphasis on Israeli art. 

Dizengoff’s home is now known as 
Independence Hall and was restored 
to resemble its appearance on May 
14, 1948 - a most joyous day. It also 
serves as an historical museum and is 
open to the public. 
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Daf 122: ָמל ת ַהָגּ ֶשׁ ֶבּ The Hump of a Camel – ַדּ

The Torah stipulates that only an item suitable to be eaten can transmit ritual 
impurity to one who eats it. For this reason, the first mishnah of the perek 
rules that the hide of an animal does not transmit tum’at neveilah (impurity of a 
carcass), since the hide is hard and inedible. It is not considered meat. 

However, in the mishnah taught on this daf, it says that the hide of the hump of 
a young camel does transmit tum’at neveilah, because it is soft and is therefore 
subject to the same laws as meat.  Until what point is the hump of the young 
camel subject to the same laws as meat? Ulla said, in the name of Rabbi 
Yehoshua Ben Levi: The [young camel’s] skin remains soft as long as the camel 
has not been loaded-down with a burden to carry.

Daf 121: "ֲאָלל" – What Is “Alal”?

The Mishnah teaches that “Alal” is a substance that joins together with the meat 
that surrounds it to constitute the required beitzah (egg) sized quantity capable 
of transmitting tum’at ochalin (ritual impurity of food).

What is “Alal”? The two great Amoraic authorities, Rabbi Yochanan and Reish 
Lakish, debated the matter: Rabbi Yoḥanan says the term “Alal” refers to a wide 
ligament that is stiff, white, and located under an animal’s neck. In contrast, 
Reish Lakish asserts that “Alal” refers to the meat residue attached to the hide, 
after the shechita knife has separated the meat from the hide.

Tel Aviv Art Museum. Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Dvar Torah
Parashat Shemini

Parshat Shemini begins with the story of 
the death of Aharon’s sons, and notes 
Aharon’s deafening silence when he 
heard about the tragic loss of his sons. 
In the continuation of the parasha, the 
Torah goes on, at length, to describe 
the foods that are prohibited and those 
that are permitted to eat.

Is there a connection between 
these two matters? The mouth is 
the connection between what is 
outside and what is inside a person.  
Through speech, we introduce our 
thoughts. Conversely, by eating, we 
take things from the outside and put 
them inside ourselves.

Aharon remaining silent, as well as 
the commandment not to eat any and 
all foods, come to teach us that just as 
there are foods we need to be careful 
not to put into our mouths, likewise, 
there are harmful words we must be 
careful not to allow out of our mouths.

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. When can a food that is tameh transmit tum’ah to another food?
2. What measure of food is required in order for a food item to transmit tum’at ochalin?
3. What are the “Yadayim” and the “Shomrim” of the food items?W
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 Daf 123: דוּד ַהַחָיִּלים A Legion of Soldiers  – ְגּ

In the braita (tannaitic teaching, not included in the Mishnah) it tells of a legion 
of Roman soldiers on its way to war that entered a certain house. As a result of 
the soldiers’ entrance, everything in that house became ritually impure, because 
every legion of Roman soldiers carried with them hides of the dead. The soldiers 
professed to use the bodies for the purpose of witchcraft in the war — and the 
skin from a corpse transmits tum’at meht (ritual uncleanliness of a corpse) to 
whatever it comes in contact with.
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