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Explanation
One might have thought that the 
harvesting of barley, offering of the 
Minchat Ha-omer, and counting the 
days of the 49-day Omer period should 
all happen at night.  Scripture, however, 
speaks of the “day of the bringing of 
the Omer,” thereby teaching that the 
harvesting and counting happen on the 
preceding night whereas the sacrifice 
itself occurs during the day of 16 Nissan.
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Talmud Israeli is an innovative 
educational curriculum developed 
in Israel. After its introduction in 
2002, the program quickly gained 
the endorsement of Israel’s Ministry 
of Education. Talmud Israeli 
combines the study of Talmud with 
Torah and modern Jewish history. 
We provide learners with the tools 
needed to strengthen Jewish 
identity as well as connections to 
Israel and Jewish communities 
around the world. Talmud Israeli 
brings the teachings of our sages to 

LEARNERS OF ALL AGES.

 Daf 66: ִמְנַחת ָהעֹוֶמר – The Omer Meal Offering

The Minchat HaOmer (Omer Meal Offering) consisted of barley and was sacrificed on 
the second day of Passover. The Mishnah here details how the barley was prepared 
for sacrifice. The barley was harvested and brought to the Azarah (Courtyard) of the 
Beit HaMikdash.  There the kohanim would thresh the barley in order to remove the 
kernels from the stalks. They would then winnow the kernels by throwing them into 
the air and retrieving them from the ground. Then, they would take the barley and put 

it in a copper vessel with holes to roast the kernels on the fire. The toasted 
kernels were spread out in the Azarah to cool and thoroughly dry, after 
which the kernels were placed in a mill and ground into fine flour. The 
flour was then sifted through thirteen sifters. One-tenth of an ephah 

of this fine flour was sacrificed as the Minchat HaOmer and any 
remaining flour was eaten by the kohanim.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת מנחות, דף ס׳׳ו:

 “יכול יקצור ויביא ויספור בלילה? 
ת"ל: מיום הביאכם, הא כיצד? 

קצירה וספירה בלילה והבאה ביום”

Daf  Yomi For  US

Weekly Kit 261

       Daf 65: ְנֶהְדִרין ַסּ ָיּן ַבּ ּוֵרי ַדּ יּשׁ – ִכּ
   The Skills Required of a High Court Judge

Not everyone is a qualified to serve as a dayan (judge) 
on the Sanhedrin (High Court). Only those who are wise, 
judicious, possess exceptional knowledge of the Torah, 
maintain familiarity with a wide range of subject 
matters, and have acquired expertise in several 
fields of study: e.g., medicine, arithmetic, 
calculation of the yearly seasons, and 
more can serve on the national judiciary. 
These qualities are all important so 
that dayanim will be able to properly 
discuss the wide-ranging matters 
brought before them.
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Translation
… Talmud Lomar … Scripture says   
    (used to indicate a teaching derived  
     from interpretation of a Torah verse).
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 This Week in 
Jewish History

Daf 68: אי ן ַזַכּ ן יֹוָחָנן ֶבּ ַנת ַרָבּ ָקּ – ַתּ
               The Ordinance of Yochanan Ben Zakkai

When the Beit HaMikdash stood, it was prohibited to eat any of the new crop 
grown in a given year until after the Minchat HaOmer was offered on the second 
day of Passover (16 Nissan). Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai, who lived during the 
destruction of the Second Beit HaMikdash, instituted several important regulations, 
among them, a ruling regarding eating of the new crops. Theoretically, under Torah 
law, when the Beit HaMikdash no longer stands it is permissible to eat the new 
crop immediately upon sunrise on 16 Nissan. However, Rabban Yochanan Ben 
Zakkai ruled that even though the Beit HaMikdash had been destroyed, it was 
prohibited to eat from the new grains until the end of the day on the 16th of Nissan. 

According to one explanation, Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai was concerned that once 
the Beit HaMikdash was rebuilt, people would err and eat some of the new crop before 
the Minchat HaOmer was sacrificed.  Why that concern? After years of living without 
the Beit Hamikdash and having become accustomed to eating portions of the new 
crop beginning in the early morning of the 16 Nissan, it 
is likely once the Beit HaMikdash were to be rebuilt that 
some people would mistakenly believe it still permitted 
to eat new crops at sunrise on 16 Nissan and would not 
remember the requirement to wait until after the Minchat 
HaOmer  is sacrificed in the Beit HaMikdash.

The Weizmann Institute
In 1934, the Weizmann Institute of 
Science (originally named, the Daniel 
Sieff Research Institute) was founded. 
Weizmann, a renowned chemist, believed 
it was essential for the Jewish State to 
become a leader in science. On the 10th 
of Cheshvan in 1949, the Institute was 
renamed in honor of Chaim Weizmann, 
its first president and the first president of 
the State of Israel.

The Weizmann Institute is a premier 
research center offering masters and 
doctoral degrees. There are currently 700 
PhD students, 300 MSc students and 
380 Post-Doctoral students at the center. 
There are 172 staff scientists conducting 
research. Today, the Institute has more than 
1,000 grants, totaling over $100 million 
awarded to carry out scientific research. 
The school’s main areas of specialty are 
mathematics, computer science, physics, 
chemistry, biochemistry, and biology.

In 1959, Weizmann Institute established 
a wholly owned subsidiary, called 
“Yeda” (Hebrew for “knowledge”) to 
commercialize the research conducted 
at the Institute and to license those 
discoveries and inventions. The Weizmann 
Institute earns over $50 million a year 
from Yeda. Most of the income comes 
from the licensing of drugs developed by 
Weizmann scientists.

Weizmann Institute campus entrance. 
Photo Source: www.weitzmann.ac.il
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Daf 67: "ִאיּסּור ָחָדׁש" –  Prohibition of New Grain

According to the Torah, one may not eat any of the new grain crop of a given year until 
after the Minchat HaOmer (Omer Meal Offering) of that year had been sacrificed in the 
Beit HaMikdash. This prohibition is called “Issur Chadash” (Prohibition of the New) — 
i.e., forbidden to eat the new grain. The Mishnah on this daf teaches that immediately 
following the offering of the Minchat HaOmer the market in Jerusalem was filled with 
flour made from the new grains, as the flour was then permitted for consumption. 
However, the Tannaim debated whether Chazal approved of this practice. 

Rabbi Meir said that Chazal did not approve of 
the sale of flour made from new grain immediately 

after the offering of the Minchat HaOmer, because in 
order for the flour to be available immediately after the 

Minchat HaOmer was offered, it would need to be 
harvested before the start of Passover — when it 
would still be assur (prohibited) to eat the grain.  
Under such conditions, Chazal feared the new 

grain might be eaten accidentally before the appropriate moment. In 
contrast, Rabbi Yehudah said: “They would do so [sell the new flour] with the 

approval of the Chachamim,” meaning, Chazal were not concerned people would 
eat the new grain before it was permissible, so they allowed grain to be harvested 
before Passover despite the fact that it was still prohibited then to eat the grain.
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Made In Israel

Moovit
(Founded by Nir Erez, Roy Bick, 
and Yaron Evron in 2012)

Moovit was founded six years ago 
and today is the most widely-used 
transportation app in the world for 
providing real-time transit information. 
A Moovit user enters his or her current 
location and where s/he wants to go, so 
that the app can provide all of the mass 
transit options available to reach the 
user’s desired location. Moovit keeps 
track of buses —in real-time — in order 
to be able to let users know exactly 
when a bus or train will arrive.

The Moovit app allows users to 
obtain information on currently available 
transit options, or to plan a trip route for 
the future. Moovit even provides the 
option of joining a carpool and allows 
for people to give and receive money 
for participating in carpools.

Over 200 million people use the 
company’s apps. Moovit collects 
4 billion data inputs each day. The 
Moovit app is used in over 2,500 cities 
worldwide. The company maintains 
information from 83 countries and 
has been localized in 44 languages. In 
addition, Moovit has raised 131.5 million 
dollars in four rounds of financing.

Thank you developers of Moovit 
for making public transportation so 
easily accessible in numerous cities 
around the globe.
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Daf 70: ה ת ַחָלּ Challah Taken From Dough – ַהְפָרַשׁ

The Torah instructs that when a person kneads dough they are required to set aside a 
portion of that dough and give it to the kohen. This priestly emolument is called “Challah.”

Is it obligatory to set aside “Challah” from every type of dough? 
No. It is only required to set aside Challah from dough that is 
made of one or more of the following five types of grain: 
a) wheat, b) barley, c) spelt, d) oats, e) rye. The mitzvah 
of Hafrashat Challah (setting aside a portion) does 
not apply to food prepared from rice or legumes.

What is the minimum quantity of dough from which Hafrashat Challah is required? In 
practice Challah is customarily set aside from dough that is made from at least 1200 
grams (2.65 lbs.) of flour.

Daf 71: י ְיִריחֹו The Residents of Jericho – ַאְנֵשׁ

The Talmud relates that Chazal protested against the residents of Jericho concerning 
three objectionable behaviors.

The residents of Jericho allowed themselves to chop down the branches of carob and 
sycamore trees that had been consecrated to the Beit HaMikdash by their ancestors, 
because they mistakenly thought the fruit that had grown after the tree was consecrated 
were not holy and that it was permissible to derive mundane benefit from them.

The residents of Jericho also collected fruits that fell from the trees during Shabbat 
and ate them, against the decrees of Chazal who ruled that fallen fruits remain 
forbidden until after the conclusion of Shabbat. (cont'd on p. 4)

Daf 69: ים ל ִחיִטּ ם ֶשׁ ֶשׁ Raining Wheat – ֶגּ

For the purpose of the two loaves 
offered on Shavuot or as a Mincha 
(meal offering), is it acceptable to make 
use of grain that showered down from 
the sky like rain. 

How could such a wonder occur? 
Rashi explains that the question 
related to a specific incident that once 
occurred.  A ship filled with wheat was 

sailing on the ocean when a storm began to rage.  The strong winds drew the wheat 
up into the clouds and then carried the wheat stalks to Eretz Yisrael, where they fell 
from the clouds.  However, Rabbeinu Tam maintained that the case in the Gemara 
referred to a literal miracle. Meaning, the Gemara discussed what should be the 
status of wheat that miraculously descended from the clouds; i.e., whether it was 
permissible such wheat as a sacrifice in the Beit HaMikdash.

Moovit app sample screen. Photo Source: Israel21C.org
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

God said to Avraham Avinu: “Lecha 
lecha me’artzecha (Go forth from your 
land ...) el ha’Aretz asher ar’eka (to 
the land that I will show you.)” Rashi 
writes: “Lech lecha (Go forth) — i.e., 
go forth for your own pleasure and for 
your welfare.” 

Rabbi Charlap explained that the 
mitzvah to settle Eretz Yisrael is 
different from all the mitzvot — 
because to fulfill this mitzvah one must 
feel the physical goodness and derive 
pleasure from the land and know that 
Eretz Yisrael is better than all other 
lands, even in its physical attributes. 
If one does not enjoy the land, he/she 
does not completely fulfill the mitzvah. 
Therefore, God instructed Avraham to 
go [forth to Eretz Yisrael] for his own 
pleasure and benefit, so he would 
enjoy the good in the land, and thus 
properly fulfill the mitzvah.

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!

Look closely at the 
illustration and answer 
the following questions: 

1. What event is depicted 
here?

2. When did the event take 
place?

3. What is the connection 
between the event and the 
eagle on which they ride?

4. What is drawn on the sign 
and how does it relate to 
the event?

5. On what type of tree is the 
man sitting in the back 
of the image? How does 
it relate to rest of the 
illustration?

1) 1) “Mivtza Ahl Kanfei Nesharim” (Operation Magic Carpet, literally “On Eagles Wings”), which brought 
the Jews of Yemen to Eretz Yisrael; 2) 1948-1949; 3) The operation got its name based on the Torah verse 
“And I will bring you [to the Land of Israel] on the wings of Eagles;” 4) The sign shows the image of a head 
with an eye in the center; to symbolize the city of Rosh Ayin (head + eye), where a majority of the Yemenite 
community first settled in Israel; 5) A Date Palm, which symbolizes “E’ele be-Tamar” (I would climb a Palm 
tree) associated with the earlier 1881-1882 wave of Yemenite immigrants.

Seder Kodashim | Menachot 71 (cont'd.)

(Cont'd from p.3) Lastly, the residents of Jericho left vegetables behind in the field for the 
needy, just as grains were left behind to fulfill the mitzvah of Pe’ah (corners of the field). 
Although this was done out of a sense of generosity, it created a religious hazard for the poor 
people collecting the vegetables.  How so? Pe’ah is exempt from Terumot and Ma’asrot 
(Tithes) and the needy thought the vegetables were also considered “Pe’ah” and were 
similarly exempt from Terumot and Ma’asrot. That is in fact not the case; the vegetables 
must be tithed.  As a result of this misconception, the needy violated the prohibition against 
eating Tevel (vegetables from which Terumot and Ma’asrot had not been set aside).

1. How is the mitzvah of Hafrashat Challah fulfilled?
2. What is “Issur Chadash”?
3. When was the Minchat HaOmer sacrificed and from what was it composed?

ַוֹיּאֶמר ה׳ ֶאל-ַאְבָרם, 

ֶלְך-ְלָך 
ָך  ֵמַאְרְצָך ּוִמּמֹוַלְדְתּ

ית ָאִביָך,  ּוִמֵבּ
ר ַאְרֶאָךּ ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ, ֲאֶשׁ

ַוֹיּאֶמר ה׳ ֶאל-ַאְבָרם, 

ֶלְך-ְלָך 
ָך  ֵמַאְרְצָך ּוִמּמֹוַלְדְתּ

ית ָאִביָך,  ּוִמֵבּ
ר ַאְרֶאָךּ ֶאל-ָהָאֶרץ, ֲאֶשׁ
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