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Explanation
The Mishnah states that anyone who 
makes an oath asserting s/he saw 
a camel floating in the air, made a 
Shevuat Shav (oath in vain). Regarding 
this teaching, Rav Ashi suggests — 
perhaps that person saw a big bird 
and only referred to it as a “camel”, 
and it is on that s/he took the oath.

ודלמא 
גמלא

אישתבע

Translation

Daf 27: בּועֹות             Types Of Oaths  – סּוֵגי ְשׁ

Reuven and Yisrael each took a Shevuah (oath) prohibiting them from eating a loaf 
of bread. Afterwards, each of them ate a half a loaf. However, by eating the bread, 
Reuven did not violate an issur (prohibition), whereas, Yisrael did violate an issur. 

How is that possible? The answer has to do with the way they each made their 
Shevuah. Reuven pointed to the bread loaf and said: “I declare a Shevuah that I 
will not eat that,” while Yisrael stated: “I declare a Shevuah that I will not eat.”

What is the difference? Reuven 
made a Shevuah “She’lo 
Ochlenu,” meaning, his oath 
prohibited him from eating the 
entire loaf of bread. Yisrael, on 
the other hand, proclaimed in his 
Shevuah “She’lo ochal,” meaning, 
he is prohibited from eating any 
portion of the loaf of bread.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת שבועות, דף כ”ט:

ודלמא  אשי:  לרב  רבינא  ליה  “אמר   
ואסיק  חזי  רבא  ציפורא  גברא  האי 
ליה שמא ‘גמלא’, וכי קא משתבע — 

אדעתיה דידיה אישתבע!”
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      Daf 26:  ָנה ן ַהָקּ י ְנחּוְנָיה ֶבּ  – ַרִבּ
                    Rabbi Nehunya Ben HaKanah

On this daf, Rabbi Yochanan says that Rabbi Yishmael, who served as a disciple 
of Rabbi Nehunya Ben HaKanah, was able to explain the entire Torah using “Klal 
u'Prat” (a general rule that leads to specific examples) — which is one method 
of interpretation.

Who was Rabbi Nehunya Ben HaKanah? 
Rabbi Nehunya was a holy Tanna, who 
lived during the time of the Second Beit 
HaMikdash, in a small Judean town of 
Emmaus. Rabbi Nehunya died shortly 
before the destruction of the Second 
Beit HaMikdash. He had the privileged 
to have arichut yamim (enjoyed a very 
long life). When his students asked what 
he had done to merit living such a long 
life, Rabbi Nehunya replied, among other 
things, “I have never acquired honor at 
the expense of my fellow’s humiliation.” 
(Megillah 28A). Rabbi Nehunya Ben 

HaKanah composed the well-known prayer recited before and after learning, 
which today, is printed in most volumes of Gemara. In addition, the text of the 
piyyut (liturgical poem) “Ana B’Koach” is attributed to him. 

.... Ve’dilma ..... And perhaps

.... Gamla ..... Camel

.... Ishtaba ..... I will take an oath
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Thank you for helping us exceed goals 
for 2017! Talmud Israeli will continue 
to provide our weekly publication 
free-of-charge in 2018 in thanks to 
our generous sponsors. We are now 
ready to expand into more English- 
speaking communities. Please contact 
us if you know of anyone interested 
in joining the Talmud Israeli family!
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Daf 28: "ְוִנְקָלה ָאִחיָך ְלֵעיֶניָך" – “And Your Brother 
                Becomes Disgraced Before Your Eyes”
   

A man was sentenced by the Beit Din to receive malkot (lashes). While he was 
being tied to the pole, in preparation for the lashing, he discovered that the knots 
on the rope holding him down were a bit loose. He managed to untie himself from 
the ropes and succeeded in freeing himself. Without anyone noticing, he began 
to run with all his strength. A shaliach (emissary) of the Beit Din (court) wanted 
to run after him, to catch him, and bring his back to receive his punishment. 
However, the dayanim (judges) instructed the shaliach to stop and not attempt to 
catch the escapee, as he was now exempt for receiving malkot!

The above halacha stated by Shmuel 
is derived from the instruction in the 
Torah regarding the punishment 
of malkot: “v’Nikleh achee’cha 
l’ay’ne’cha” — from the word 
“kalon” (disgrace). Meaning, your 
brother will be embarrassed by the 
lashes he is supposed to receive. 
However, if the embarrassment has 
already taken place and ended — 
e.g., in that the man had been tied to 

a pole, and escaped, running as far and as fast as he could — then he is exempt 
from receiving the additional embarrassment of being punished with malkot.

Daf 29: ְוא בּוַעת ָשׁ  An Oath Made In Vain  – ְשׁ
              

In the Mishnah, it states that if a person takes an oath to certify having seen a snake 
the size of the beam in an olive press (Beit HaBad), this is a Shevuat Shav (an oath 
made in vain) — because no such snake exists. The beam of a Beit HaBad is the 
beam on which the olives are pressed, and it is tremendously large and heavy.

The Talmud questions: Is there actually 
no snake as big and thick as the beam 
of a Beit HaBad? In fact, wasn’t there a 
giant snake that swallowed people during 
the time of King Shevor, which they 
killed with great difficulty? The Talmud’s 
answer is that the Mishnah dealt with a 
person who made a Shevuah claiming 
he saw a snake that had notches all 
along its back, as there are in the beams 

of a Beit HaBad. A snake like that does not exist, and therefore, attesting to 
such a claim would be a Shevuat Shav.

 

תש״ל/1970
THE WAR OF ATTRITION

The War of Attrition was a war 
that took place between Israel 
and Egypt during the period 
between the Six-Day War 
and the Yom Kippur War. The 
Egyptians initiated the war in 
order to exhaust Israel and 
harm it, in response to the 
painful defeat they suffered 
during the Six-Day War. Over 
the course of the war, Egypt 
bombed the Israeli outposts 
along the Suez Canal and 
carried out commando raids, 
while at the same time, tried 
to promote a United Nations 
resolution that would obligate 
Israel to withdraw from Sinai. 
In response, using the Air Force, Israel 
attacked the sources of the fire, attacked 
many targets deep inside Egypt, and 
launched commando raids, as well as 
armored raids into Egyptian territory.

ש״ל/1970
ת
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Soldiers on the el-Ferdan Bridge, in the Suez Canal, in 1969.
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Daf 31: ין ית ַהִדּ ָיֵּני ֵבּ ָלִלים ְלַדּ Rules For Courtroom Judges – ְכּ
  

Dayanim (judges) must strictly 
adhere to certain rules of 
courtroom procedure and 
etiquette. If two people come for 
a pending trial and one is dressed 
in raggedy old clothes while the 
other is dressed in nice attire, the 
dayanim tell the elegantly dressed 
litigant to either go change into 
rags (like the other litigant), or 
to provide that other litigant with 
some equally fine clothing. 

The reasoning behind this ruling is to ensure the dayanim are not 
influenced by the impressive outfit of one person and distort the 
verdict in favor of the individual in the fancy clothes. In fact, the 
Talmud relates that if litigants arrived for trial before Rava Bar Huna 
wearing good-looking clothes, he would instruct them to remove 
their fine garments. An additional halacha prohibits a dayan from 
hearing testimony while in the courtroom with only one of the parties.  
Rather, testimony may only be offered while both sides are present.

      Daf 30: ּתֹוָרה A Comrade In Torah – ָעִמית ַבּ

The Gemara relates that Rav Ulla, the son of Rav Elai, had a Din Torah (dispute) with 
another Jew. They approached the nearby Beit Din (court) of Rabbi Nachman. Rav 
Yosef sent a message to Rav Nachman: “Ulla, our friend, is a colleague in Torah 
and Mitzvot.” Rav Nachman was surprised to receive such a note and wondered 
whether Rav Yosef expected him to grant Ulla preferential treatment — since the law 
requires treating both sides equally.

Afterward, Rav Nachman understood that Rav 
Yosef was referring to the following halacha, 
based on the pasuk (verse) from Sefer VaYikra 
(Book of Leviticus), “BeTzedek tishpoht 
a’mee’techa” (In justice you will judge your 
comrade). Chazal interpreted that pasuk to 
mean that if several people are waiting in line 
to have their cases adjudicated, the dayanim 
(judges) are responsible to push forward cases 

involving Talmidei Chachamim, in deference to the Torah. That was Rav Yosef’s 
intention with his words: “Ulla our friend is a colleague in Torah and in Mitzvot,” 
and that therefore, it would be necessary to move up Rav Ulla’s trial, affording him 
precedence over the others.

Made In Israel

Intel
Though Intel is not an Israeli company, 
it opened its first research and 
development center in Israel back  in 
1974!  That facility, located in Haifa, has 
been key in the development of every 
generation of Intel microprocessors 
for the past 40 years.

Almost all Intel chips have been 
fully or partially designed in Israel.  Intel 
has opened additional R&D centers in 
Jerusalem and in the Tel Aviv area, 
and has built a large fabrication facility 
to produce microprocessor in Kiryat 
Gat.  This past year, Intel completed a 
$6 billion investment to upgrade that 
plant to produce the latest generation 
of chips.

More than 10,000 Israelis are 
currently employed by Intel and 
Israeli alumni from the company have 
themselves founded over 100 start-
ups.  Earlier this year, Intel completed 
its largest purchase ever: a $15 billion 
dollar acquisition of Israel’s Mobileye, 
the developer of autonomous 
automobile technology! 

Thank you, Israel for creating 
an innovative and advanced 
technological environment for so 
many visionaries!

Intel Haifa. Photo source: Wikimapia
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 32: ב ה מּוְרָכּ ַמֲעֶשׂ יּּון ְבּ          – ִדּ
               Discussion Of A Complex Incident              

Once a man snatched an item 
from his fellow. The person from 
whom the item was snatched 
went to the Beit Din of Rabbi 
Ami and brought an eid (witness) 
with him to testify that Ploni (so-
an-so) had taken an item from 
him without permission. The 
chotef (man who snatched the 

item) arrived at the Beit Din and said: “He is correct, I did snatch the 
item from him. However, I merely took back what was mine.” Rabbi 
Ami asked: How are we to act in such a case? If we would like to 
rule in favor of the claimant, we do not have the required two eidim 
to testify that the defendant indeed snatched the item. If we choose 
to allow the man to keep the item he took, there remains an eid who 
testified the man had snatched it. Moreover, we cannot command 
the man who snatched the item to take a Shevuah in the Beit Din 
and attest that the item truly had belonged to him first, because he is 
considered a gazlan (thief), as he admitted he snatched the item and 
a gazlan is an invalid eid.

When Ya’akov Avinu finishes blessing his sons, 
the Torah states: “And this is what their father said 
to them [as he bade them farewell], blessing each 
one with parting words specifically appropriate 
for them.” Rashi comments about the pasuk 
above: “Shouldn’t it have been written, ‘Blessing 
each with parting words specifically appropriate 
for him’, and not ‘for them’? Answering his own 
question, Rashi replies that after Ya’akov gave 
each of the sons a special, personalized blessing, 
he conferred a collective blessing on all of them. 
This teaches that the Jew descended from any 
given Shevet (tribe) has his special talents with 
which he is blessed, as well as the broader 
blessing of Klal Yisrael.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. Based on what did Rabbi Nehunya ben HaKanah merit 
arichut yamim?

2. What rules must courtroom judges strictly adhere to, so as 
to avoid being improperly influenced?

3. What did the Chachamim learn from the pasuk “Venikla 
achicha l’eynecha”?

יׁש ם ִא֛ ֶרְך אֹוָת֔ ַוְיָב֣
ְך ֹאתָֽם׃ ַר֥ ִבְרָכ֖תֹו ֵבּ ֥ר ְכּ ֲאֶשׁ


