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Explanation

The sage Isi Ben Yehuda was known 
by several names, including Isi Ben 
Gamliel and Isi Ben Mahalalal.

Translation

Daf 33: מּוֵאל א וַרב ְשׁ ָפּ Rav Pappa and Rav Shmuel – ַרב ָפּ

The Talmud relates that Rav Pappa arrived in the 
city of Tavakh, by chance and asked several local 
residents: “Is there a young Talmid Chacham in 
this city? If so, I would like to meet him and talk 
about Torah.” An elderly woman replied: “There is a 
Talmid Chacham here and his name is Rav Shmuel. He studies 
mishnayot and braitot.”  The old woman added: “May it be God’s 
will that you turn out like him.” Rav Pappa said to himself: “If people 
here are blessing me, with prayer of hopes that I might be like him, 
that is a sign Rav Shmuel must be a God-fearing individual who is 
beloved by humankind.”

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר טהרות, מסכת נידה דף ל׳׳ו:

יהודה  בן  איסי  אנא  ליה:  “אמר   
דהוא איסי בן גור אריה דהוא איסי בן 

גמליאל דהוא איסי בן מהללאל”
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      Daf 32: ֶמׁן ה ְוַהֶשּ ָכּ The Wound and The Oil – ַהַמּ
                 
During the era when Jews scrupulously observed the laws of ritual 
purity, Reuven came into contact with a dead sheretz (creeping insect) 

and was thereby rendered tameh (ritually impure). Because they 
were kohanim, Reuven’s family received terumah (food given 
as priestly gifts) from field owners. Reuven’s father reminded 
Reuven that since he was tameh, he was strictly prohibited 
from eating any terumah.

That same day, Reuven fell while he was at school and injured his leg. The doctor 
who examined Reuven said that if they wanted to decrease the pain, they could 
lubricate the site of the wound with oil.

When they left the doctor’s office, Reuven reminded his father that earlier that day 
someone brought terumah oil to their family, which they could use to cover the wound. 
His father replied: First, you need to rid yourself of tum’ah. Even though you are 
not consuming the oil, lubricating is considered like drinking. A kohen tameh is also 
prohibited from anointing himself with terumah oil — even for medicinal purposes.

אמר ליה
דהוא

… Amar Lei … He said to him
… D’hu ......… Which is
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Daf 34: "ְצדֹוִקים" – Sadducees

During the Second Temple era, there was a faction within Am 
Yisrael known as “Sadducees.” The Sadducees distorted 
the Torah, as well as the spirit of Jewish traditions and 
observance. There were instances where the Sadducees 
also misrepresented the meaning of certain verses and 
perverted the halacha. The Sadducees proclaimed: “We are 

only prepared to fulfill what is instructed in the verses of the Torah, but not what 
Moshe transmitted orally to B’nai Yisrael.”
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  Daf 35: ר ְיֶחְזֵקאל    –  ַרב ְיהּוָדה ַבּ
     Rabbi Yehudah Bar Yechezkel             

Rav Yehudah of Diskarta is Rabbi Yehudah Bar Yechezkel, who was one of the 
greatest Babylonian Amoraim of the second generation.  He was one of the founders 
of the acclaimed yeshiva in Pumbedita, which existed for nearly 800 years.

Rabbi Yehudah’s father, Rav Yechezkel was one of the great Torah scholars of 
the first generation of Amoraim. He sent his two sons, Rami and Yehudah to 
study with the two greatest Torah scholars of his generation, Rav and Shmuel. 
Rav Yehudah was one of Rav’s very first students in the yeshiva he established 
in Sura. Throughout the Babylonian Talmud, there are hundreds of halachic 
teachings transmitted by Rav Yehudah in the name of his teacher Rav. After 
Rav’s death, Rav Yehudah went to study with Shmuel in Nehardea. Rav Yehudah 
handed down hundreds of halachot in Shmuel’s name as well. After Shmuel’s 
death, Rav Yehudah established his own yeshiva in Pumbedita.

Rav Yehudah was well-known for his skill and expertise in prayer. Before praying, 
Rav Yehudah would prepare and organize his words to God and adorn himself in 
fine clothing. He would pray with such intense focus and sense of purpose that 
his prayer was answered immediately (for example, his prayer for rain). 

Daf 36: ר ֲאִביָנא יָלא ַבּ  – ַרב ַאִסי ְוֵשׁ
           Rav Assi & Shila Bar Avina

A machloket (halachic dispute) 
took place between Amoraim 
Rav Assi and Shila Bar Avina. 
On the day Rav Assi died, Shila 
Bar Avina turned to his own 
wife and said: “Please prepare 
traveling provisions for me” 
(by ‘traveling provisions,’ he 
meant tachreechin (shrouds) 
for his burial, as that is the 
only item that accompanies 
an individual to the grave), 

because he knew that he too would die that same day. His wife set out tachreechin 
for Shila Bar Avina, as he requested, and he did indeed pass away that very day.

The funerals of these two righteous scholars took place at the same time. During 
that era, it was customary to place a myrtle branch on the casket of the deceased. 
According to legend, an awesome miracle involving these two sages took place during 
the funeral. The myrtle branches on their caskets blossomed and started to pass on 
their own from one casket to the other. From this miraculous display, the Chachamim 
concluded that Rav Assi and Shila Bar Avina had made peace with one another.

 ISRAELI HISTORY
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

ISRAELI AIR FORCE
The Israeli Air Force was born out of 
several parallel efforts. First, a group of 
former Royal Air Force pilots presented a 
plan to Jewish Agency Chairman David 
Ben Gurion to establish a small air force to 
help in the defense of Jewish settlements 
in pre-state Israel. Ben Gurion approved 
and Sherut Avir was established. A number 
of small aircraft were obtained and put 
into service to provide logistic support for 
isolated settlements.

At the same time, Ben Gurion 
had convinced a group of American 
businessmen, led by Haim Slavin, to 
purchase surplus US army equipment that 
could be used to defend the Jewish state 
when it came into being. The group managed 
to purchase B-17 bombers and several large 
transport planes. In the months before the 
establishment of the State, negotiations 
had been concluded to purchase the Czech 
version of the German Messerschmitt 109 
— this acquisition gave the nascent Israeli 
Air Force a true fighter plane.  

On May 14th 1948, when the state 
of Israel was declared, only the planes 
of Sherut Avir proved available to fight. 
By June, however, the first of the fighter 
planes patrolled the skies over Tel Aviv. 
During the second week of that month, 
Egyptian bombers that had bombarded 
Tel Aviv unopposed were surprised when 
an Israeli plane commanded by Mordechai 
“Modi” Alon, appeared in the skies and 
downed both of the Egyptian aircraft. 
From that moment until today, the Israeli 
Air Force has controlled the skies over Tel 
Aviv, and the rest of Israel.

Israeli F-15C Planes. Photo Source: IAF.org.il
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 Daf 37: ִציּפֹוִרין י ֲחִניָנא ְדּ Rabbi Chanina of Tzippori  – ַרִבּ

There were two sages named Rabbi Chanina — one was Rabbi Chanina Ben 
Chama and the other was Rabbi Chanina of Tzippori. Talmud Yerushalmi Masechet 
Pesachim (Chapter 6, Halacha 1) mentions Rabbi Chanina with great admiration. 
The Yerushalmi states: “three have set aside their crowns in this world and thereby 
inherited a life in olam haba (the World to Come)— meaning, these individuals 
voluntarily relinquished their positions of power, when the public good required 
that someone else lead Am Yisrael, and by so doing they merited olam haba. The 
Talmud adds that Rabbi Chanina of Tzippori yielded his title and authority, as well.

What happened? Rabbi Chanina of Tzippori’s father was a teacher of Torah in 
Tiberias, while at the same time Rabbi Chanina was leader of the Jewish community 
in Tzippori. This was a period of religious persecution, when the oppressors 
continually imposed increasingly more severe limitations on the study of Torah. 
As a result, Rabbi Manna, son of Rabbi Yonah was forced to uproot his family 
and move to Tzippori. When his brother, Rabbi Manna arrived in Tzippori, Rabbi 
Chanina voluntarily stepped aside as the community leader and transferred that 
authority and leadership to Rabbi Manna. Rabbi Chanina even sat before Rabbi 
Manna to learn Torah as his student.

 WHO’S WHO?
ESTHER ARDITI

(1935 – 2003)

Esther Arditi was an Israeli Air Force 
(IAF) paramedic, who received an 
honorable citation from the Chief of 
Staff of the IDF for heroically rescuing 
a pilot and navigator from a burning 
plane. 

Arditi was born in Bulgaria and was 
deported to Italy during the Holocaust. 
She remained in Italy until completing 
high school. In 1951, despite her 
father’s objections, Esther made Aliyah 
and joined the IDF. 

Only one week after completing the 
paramedic course, Esther Arditi was 
faced with what would be considered 
by most people to be an incredible 
challenge. An IAF plane was forced 
to make an emergency landing and 
had burst into flames. Although she 
was inexperienced and it was dark, 
and raining, Arditi was fearless - she 
rescued the badly injured navigator 
first and then ran back to rescue the 
pilot, who was lying unconscious in the 
cockpit. The citation she received from 
Moshe Dayan was converted into a 
Medal of Distinguished Service. 

Daf 38: ֲחִסיִדים ָהִראׁשֹוִנים –  The Original Chasidim

In the late Second Temple 
and Talmudic periods, certain 
righteous individuals were 
referred to as “Chasidim 
Ha-Rishonim,” (the original 
devout). Rabbinic literature 
highlights various behaviors of 
those Chasidim Ha-Rishonim. 
For instance, they would 
meditate for an entire hour 
before reciting the formal 
prayers. During that time, they 
would clear their minds of all 

extraneous thoughts and ponder the greatness of the Almighty.

It was also reported that when they had inadvertently broken something made of 
glass, Chasidim Ha-Rishonim were exceptionally cautious that no one be harmed 
by the pieces. As a precaution, they would gather any broken glass, take it to a field 
and dig a hole of three tefachim (approximately 10 inches deep), into which they 
would bury the glass shards. Why was it necessary to dig down three tefachim? 
Because plows were unable to reach that depth. So, in the future, when the field 
would be plowed, the glass would not be pulled up to the surface. Esther Arditi.

Photo Source: IAF.org.il
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Dvar Torah
TOLDOT

How can a blind person verify the 
identity of the person with whom he 
is interacting? Yitzhak Avinu, who 
toward the end of his life had lost 
his ability to see, wanted to ensure 
that the blessing he conferred would 
be delivered to the rightful recipient. 
Yitzhak enlisted all of his senses 
toward this task, until the decisive 
answer came from another source.

Yitzhak first asked Ya’akov— 
“How did you succeed so quickly, my 
son?” Upon hearing his son’s answer, 
Yitzhak proclaimed “the voice is 
the voice of Ya’akov.” Yitzhak then 
requested of his son “Please come 
closer, so that I may touch your skin.” 
Upon doing so, Yitzhak proclaimed 
“the hands are the hands of Eisav.”

Next, Yitzhak asked for a taste of 
the food: “Please sit by my side and 
serve me and from the food my son 
has hunted.” Yitzhak recognized the 
dish to be very similar to the foods he 
was accustomed to eating from what 
Eisav prepared for him. Finally, Yitzhak 
investigated the smell.  Ya’akov drew 
near so that Yitzhak can smell his 
clothes. Yitzhak’s senses deceived 
him.  There were signs both one way 
and the other, i.e., it seemed it could 
be either son. However, at that precise 
moment, a siman (signal) from Heaven 
appeared — “Behold, the scent of my 
son is like the fragrance of a field, 
which has been blessed by God.” The 
smell of Gan Eden followed Ya’akov 
into the room, which made Yitzhak 
come to realize the blessing indeed 
belonged to him.

ל קֹול ַיֲעֹקב ַהֹקּ
ו ְוַהָיַּדִים ְיֵדי ֵעָשׂ

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1. Who is the woman depicted in the illustration and what does she do?
2. Where and when did the depicted event occur?
3. Which type of plane went up in flames?
4. Who was known as “The Angel in White” and why?

1) Esther Arditi rescued pilots from their burning plane; 2) Hatzor Air Force Base, in 1954; 3) The 
“Mosquito” type aircraft; 4) Esther Arditi helped treat the wounded during the Six Day War, and 
earned the nickname— “The Angel in White.”

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. Why is it forbidden for an impure kohen to anoint himself with terumah oil?
2. Who were the “Sadducees” and what was their sin?
3. Who were the “Chasidim Ha-Rishonim” and what behavior were they known for?


