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מאי
ַוִיַשְרָנה

Translation

Explanation
In Sefer Shmuel (Book of Samuel) it is told 
that the Philistines put the Aron HaBrit 
(Ark of the Covenant) on a wagon drawn 
by cows, and the cows led the Aron along 
the road to Beit Shemesh. Chazal were 
precise in their interpretation the words 
of the pasuk and understood from the 
text (va’yi’shar’na) that a miracle had been 
performed -- the cows sang poetry!

Daf 21:  ֶדה ית ֶמְרָחץ ְוָשׂ  A Bath House And A Field – ֵבּ

Zechariah and Nechemiah both lived in Bavel (Babylonia) many years ago. On one 
occasion, a Babylonian non-Jew arrived with a request to rent a public bathhouse 
owned by Zechariah. His friend, Nechemiah stood by and gently said: It is worthwhile 
to pose his question to the Rav. Zechariah went to the Rabbi to clarify whether it is 
permitted to rent the space to a non-Jew.  He was told that, according to Rabbi Shimon 
Ben Gamliel, it was prohibited to rent a bathhouse to a non-Jew, because the non-Jew 
would also operate the bathhouse on Shabbat and people would think that the Jew 
who owned that bathhouse was violating the Shabbat.

Several days later, Zechariah became aware that Nechemiah had rented his field to a 
non-Jew. Zechariah was surprised: Why is a bathhouse prohibited and a field permitted? 
The rabbi explained to him: A bathhouse is not generally rented, and therefore, when it 
is open on Shabbat, people will think that you are violating the Shabbat. However, fields 
are generally rented, and when people see workers on the field on Shabbat, people will 
understand that the Jewish owner did not send these workers to the field. Rather, the 
field was rented to a non-Jew.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת עבודה זרה, דף כ"ד:

ֶדֶרְך  ַעל  ַבֶדֶרְך  ַהָפרֹות  “‘ַוִיַשְרָנה   
ָהֹלְך  ָהְלכּו  ַאַחת  ִבְמִסָלה  ֶׁשֶמׁש  ֵבית 
ְוָגעֹו..’. מאי ַוִיַשְרָנה? אמר רבי יוחנן 
משום רבי מאיר: שאמרו שירה. ורב 
שישרו  רב:  אמר  טוביה  בר  זוטרא 

פניהם כנגד ארון ואמרו שירה”.
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      Daf 20:  "ם ”Give Them No Quarter“  – "לֹא ְתָחֵנּ
Sefer Devarim (Book of Deuteronomy) commands B’nai Yisrael, after they enter Eretz 
Yisrael and conquer it — to fulfill the obligation of “ve’Lo Techanem” (from the same 
word root as “cha’na’yah,” parking).  It is prohibited to allow the nations of the world the 
park, i.e., to quarter and set roots on the ground of Eretz Yisrael.

The land was given solely to B’nai Yisrael and it is 
prohibited to sell portions of it to another nation. 
In Masechet Gititn, it is written that houses and 
fields may be acquired even on Shabbat in order 
to redeem the land from its ownership by non-
Jews. Obviously, it is prohibited to write the Shtar 
Mechira (document of sale) on Shabbat. However, 
one is permitted to have a non-Jew write the Shtar 
Mechira. Rashi explains that it is permissible to do 

this to strengthen Am Yisrael’s hold on Eretz Yisrael.

.... Mai ... What is the meaning of ...    

.... Vayisharna ... And they sang/recited

Seder Nezikin | Masechet Avodah Zarah  20-26   | Shabbat  Mishpatim | 19-25 Shevat  (4-10  Feb.)

Talmud Israeli – 
Daf Yomi for US

Thank you for helping us exceed goals 
for 2017! Talmud Israeli will continue 
to provide our weekly publication 
free-of-charge in 2018 in thanks to 
our generous sponsors. We are now 
ready to expand into more English- 
speaking communities. Please contact 
us if you know of anyone interested 
in joining the Talmud Israeli family!
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Daf 23: "ל ן ִמְכֹשׁ   – "ְוִלְפֵני ִעֵוּר לֹא ִתֵתּ
                   “And Do Not Place a Stumbling Block before the Blind”

The following commandment appears in Sefer VaYikra (Book of Leviticus): “v’lifney 
ee’vehr lo teeten michshol v’yarei’ta me’Elo-he’cha, Ani HaShem” (And you 
shall not place a stumbling block before the blind. You shall fear your God: I am 
HaShem). The Talmud sets forth several laws stemming from the prohibition of 
“lifney ee’vehr”. For example:

1. It is prohibited to place in the public domain an object that could harm other 
people, either physically or financially.

2. It is prohibited to cause another person to commit an aveira (transgression).
3. It is prohibited for a person to give his fellow advice that is not proper.

All of the above is included in the definition of 
“lifney ee’vehr.” One must be cautious to refrain 
from doing these things which might cause 
other people to stumble and fall.

 

תשמ״ב/1982
THE FIRST LEBANON WAR – 

OPERATION ‘PEACE FOR GAILEE’

The first Lebanon War began 
in 1982 with Operation Peace 
for Galilee. Israel went to war 
against Syria and the Palestinian 
terrorist organizations operating in 
Lebanon. Hostilities had escalated 
on the Lebanese border and 
the Israeli ambassador to Great 
Britain, Shlomo Argov, had been 
assassinated. Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) ground troops entered 
Lebanon and commenced the 
fight. Next, the IDF surrounded 
Beirut and fought there until the 
Palestinian and Syrian forces were 
driven out. The IDF then withdrew 
from Beirut, but remained in 
southern Lebanon until 2000. The 
war led to the PLO headquarters moving 
to Tunisia and to the elimination of most 
of the military forces of the Palestinian 
organizations. Unfortunately, the Syrian 
army was not removed from Lebanon.
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Daf 22:  פּות ִעְסִקית         A Business Partnership – ׁשּוָתּ

A Jew and a non-Jew wanted to enter into a partnership to purchase together 
centrally located land. Their goal was to rent out the space to businesses that sell 
their wares to passers-by. The Jew consulted with his rabbi regarding the halakhically 
appropriate course of action. He remembered there are various halachot regarding 
partnerships with non-Jews and the rabbi instructed him as follows:

You and your partner need to agree that the profits 
will be divided and paid out according to specific 
days. For example, the profits from Sunday, Monday, 
Tuesday, and half of Wednesday will belong to you, 
and the profits from half of Wednesday, Thursday, 
Friday and Shabbat will belong to him. If you do not 
make an overall arrangement on dividing the profits 
with your partner in advance, you will lose money, 

since you will have to forfeit to your non-Jewish partner whatever profits you would 
have rightfully earned on Shabbat. However, if you make an initial agreement with 
him that the profits from Shabbat belong to him, and in exchange, the profits from 
a different day of the week will belong to you — that is another acceptable option.

Israeli armored vehicles disembark from a 
landing craft during an amphibious landing. 

Photo Source: Wikipedia/Michael Eldar.
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Daf 25:  ר  Book Of The Upright  – ֵסֶפר ַהָיָּשׁ

An amazing miracle took place for Yehoshua Bin Nun 
when he fought against the Amorites in Eretz Yisrael. 
The sun stood still and did not set for many hours, 
so that night would not fall and cause the battle to 
stop on account of darkness. This is how the verse in 
Sefer Yehoshua describes what happened: “And the 
sun stood still, and the moon halted, until the nation 
had taken revenge against their enemies. Is this verse 
not written in the Book of Yashar?” The first part is 
clear: The sun and moon stopped until Yehoshua was 
able to take revenge against his enemies. However, 
what is the intention of the second sentence, “Is this 
not written in the Book of Yashar?” What is the Book 
of Yashar? The Book of Yashar refers to Chumash 
Breisheet, which tells about the deeds of our holy 

patriarchs, who were called “yesharim” (upright, or just). In Sefer Breisheet, it is written 
that Ya’akov Avinu said regarding Ephraim: “and his offspring shall be plentiful enough 
for nations.” Meaning, that all nations will be filled with fear and awe from the offspring 
of Ephraim. Yehoshua Bin Nun was from shevet (tribe) Ephraim, and when the sun and 
moon were halted for many hours, all of the world’s peoples roared and trembled and 
recognized the greatness of Yehoshua Bin Nun.

      Daf 24: ?ן ְנִתיָנה ָמא ֶבּ ה ִעם ָדּ ֲעֶשׂ When did  – ָמַתי ֵאַרע ַהַמּ
                      the Incident with Dama ben Netina Take Place?

Dama Ben Netina was a non-Jew from Ashkelon 
who possessed precious stones. When the 
Chachamim of Israel were in need of precious 
stones for the Efod (vest) of the kohen gadol (high 
priest), they went to purchase the stones from 
Dama Ben Netina for a significant sum of money. 
However, Dama refused to sell to the Chachamim 
because the key to box containing the stones was 
lying under his sleeping father’s head and Dama 
did not want to wake his father. As a reward for his 
kindness and honor for his father, a parah adumah 
(red heifer) was born in Dama’s household, which 

was very valuable and from whose sale he earned a significant amount of money.

When did this event take place?
The Ba’alei Tosafot wrote that this incident took place during the time of the Second Beit 
HaMikdash. Since during the time of the First Beit HaMikdash they had not performed red 
heifer ceremony. Rather, they continued using ashes from the original red heifer from the 
time of Moshe Rabbeinu until the time of Ezra the Scribe in the early Second Temple era.

On The Map 
of Israel

Tel Aviv
Each week, Talmud Israeli explores 
a variety of topics relating to Israel – 
including history, innovation, culture 
and more. Our spiritual homeland is an 
amazing country filled with interesting 
and diverse people, advanced 
technology, and beautiful scenery.  
Many of our readers have visited Israel 
a number of times and know this to be 
true, but it is especially gratifying when 
an objective source agrees.

For the first time ever, Tel Aviv 
has been listed as one of Travel 
+ Leisure’s “50 Best Places to 
Travel” for 2018. According to this 
magazine, an annual list is curated 
each year looking for places that 
are “at the forefront of the global 
conversation, whether for new hotels 
and museums or major international 
events.” Tel Aviv is a culinary delight 
also known for its beautiful beaches, 
exciting night-life and culture, unique 
hotels, clothing boutiques and of 
course, the presence of global giants 
like Google and Facebook which 
maintain offices in this city. 

Thank you Travel + Leisure 
(as well as Condé Nast Traveler, 
National Geographic, and other 
publications) for telling the world 
wonderful things about Israel!

Tel Aviv Promenade. Photo source: Wikipedia
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 26: ִעים ֵני ּפֹוְשׁ    – ֵעצֹות ַלֲהָגָנה ִמְפּ
             Advice for Protection Against Criminals

Chazal provided advice for a person encountering a criminal: 
When someone is walking alone on a path and, suddenly, a person with 
less-than-good intentions approaches, the lone person should attempt to 
walk such that the suspicious character remains to his right. In that way, if 
the bad guy tries to do something wrong or dangerous, the person’s right-
hand will be free, ready to stop the criminal.

If a lone person is walking down an incline, it is best to walk behind any 
suspicious individual who appears, because if one walks in front, the shady 
individual could push the person down the slope. Conversely, when walking 
up an incline, a lone person should walk in front, so that the no one is able 
to push him down.

A person should be careful not to bend down in front of a criminal, so as 
not to give the criminal the opportunity to take advantage and attack.

Finally, if the criminal were to ask a 
person: What is your destination? A 
person should respond with a route that 
is longer than what s/he actually intends. 
Why? Because that will give the criminal 
the impression there is a longer period 
of time available in which to carry out a 

scheme. It is possible this tactic could prevent a person from being assaulted, 
because the criminal expects to be able to carry out an attack later. When the 
traveler arrives at the destination at an earlier point than expected, s/he can 
enter and find refuge there, preventing the criminal from carrying out his crime.

The authority granted to physicians to heal is found 
in a pasuk (verse) that appears in our parasha: “And 
when two men fight and one hits the other with a 
stone or his fist, and he [the victim] does not die, 
but must lay in his bed [to heal] — if he is then able 
to get up and walk outdoors on his own, the person 
who struck him shall go unpunished, except that he 
must pay for [the victim’s] lost work wages and 
must provide for his complete healing.”

From the pairing together of the words “v’Ra’po 
Ye’rapeh,” the Talmud teaches in Tractate Sanhedrin 
“It is through this [source] that doctors are given 
permission to heal people. 

What is the chiddush (novel interpretation) 
in stating doctors have permission to heal? The 
answer is: we could have said, as the verse 
in Parashat Beshalach states: “because I am 
HaShem, your healer,” and conclude from this that 
when a person is sick, he must trust that God will 
heal him — meaning, that a person should refrain 
from going to doctors who will treat him as they 
naturally would, according to their knowledge and 
professional training.

In contrast, the notion derived from the 
abovementioned pasuk, is that although God 
indeed heals the sick of Israel (and we must pray for 
that to occur), God permits doctors to be partners 
with Him in the practice of medicine. Therefore, a 
sick person must simultaneously perform the two 
actions required for healing: Pray to God for healing 
and to go to doctors who do their best to provide 
care and a cure.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
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1. What is the meaning of the prohibition “Lo Techanem”?
2. What halachot are learned from the pasuk “v’lifnei ee’vehr lo tee’ten michshol”?
3. What is the meaning of the word “ee’vehr”? Does this refer exclusively to 

a blind person who does not see?

ה ִאיׁש  ים ְוִהָכּ ְוִכי ְיִריֻבן ֲאָנִשׁ
ֶאֶבן אֹו ְבֶאְגֹרף ְולֹא  ֶאת ֵרֵעהּו ְבּ
ב. ִאם ָיקּום  ָכּ ָימּות ְוָנַפל ְלִמְשׁ
ַעְנּתֹו  חּוץ ַעל ִמְשׁ ְך ַבּ ְוִהְתַהֵלּ

ְבּתֹו ה ַרק ִשׁ ֶכּ ה ַהַמּ ְוִנָקּ
א ן ְוַרּפֹא ְיַרֵפּ ִיֵתּ


