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Explanation
On this daf, the Talmud raises the 
question from when did z’chut avot 
(merit of the ancestors) cease to benefit 
Am Yisrael? According to Rav, z’chut 
avot ended in the days of prophet 
Hoshea Ben Be’eri.

Translation

Daf 52: ֶהְמּתֹו ִביַתת ְבּ RESTING ONE’S ANIMAL – ְשׁ

The Torah commands: “Lo ta’aseh kol melacha — atah, u’vincha, u’veetecha, 
avdecha, v’amat’cha, u’vehemtecha…” (You shall not do any work — you, your 
son or daughter, your male or female slave, or your animal…). Animal owners are 
responsible to ensure that their animals do not work on Shabbat. 

This chapter in Masechet Shabbat, entitled Ba’Meh Behaymah (with what may an animal 
[go out into the public domain]) deals with the halacha regarding rest for animals and 
lists what an animal is permitted to do on Shabbat. It is prohibited to give an animal a 
burden to carry in the Reshut HaRabim (public domain) on Shabbat.  
However, the Mishnah states that it is permissible on Shabbat to 
walk with animals on a leash to prevent it from running away from 
its owner. If the leash is loose and likely to fall off, it is prohibited to 
use it to walk an animal on Shabbat. A loose leash is considered a 
“burden,” and animal owners are responsible for ensuring the animal 
in their care does not carry any burden on Shabbat.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף נ׳׳ה:
 “מאימתי תמה זכות אבות? 

אמר רב: מימות הושע בן בארי”
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Daf 51: ׁת ָבּ ַשּ INSULATION OF A POT ON SHABBAT – ַהְטָמַנת ִסיר ַבּ
              
Rav Nachman instructed his slave Daru on halachic matters. He taught Daru about 
issur hat’ma’nah (prohibition to insulate) on Shabbat. On Erev Shabbat, it was 
permissible to insulate a pot, by wrapping it with blankets and cushions to preserve 
its warmth until mealtime. However, the chachamim prohibited 
insulating pots during Shabbat lest a person become enticed to 
warm the pot on a fire in an attempt to preserve its heat. Rav 
Nachman also informed Daru that while the chachamim prohibited 
insulating a hot pot, it is permissible to insulate a cold pot.

מאימתי
תמה
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Seder Moed | Shabbat 53-54

  Daf 53: "ַאָיִּלים "ְלבּוִבים – PROTECTION FOR RAMS

Animal owners must monitor that their animals do not work on Shabbat. Therefore, if 
an owner sees his/her animal carrying items in the reshut harabim (public domain) on 
Shabbat, s/he must stop it immediately. The Mishnah states that on Shabbat rams are 
permitted to go out into the reshut harabim while levuvim. 

What is the meaning of the term levuvim? Ulla said 
that levuvim comes from the word lev (heart). In 
ancient times, shepherds customarily covered the 
hearts of their rams with leather to protect the rams 
from attack by wolves. Rams are accustomed to 
constantly looking around in every direction, which 
causes the wolves to think the rams want to fight 
them, and therefore the wolves go on the attack. 

When a wolf devours prey, it sticks its molars into the heart. That is why shepherds covered 
their rams’ hearts with a shield of leather. Since the levuvim were meant to protect the 
rams, they were not considered a “burden.” Rams needed this protection, and therefore, 
owners were permitted to allow their rams to walk around wearing levuvim on Shabbat.

   
 

     Daf 54: ֵהָמה א ַהְבּ ׂ BEASTS OF BURDEN  – ַמָשּ

The Mishnah says that Jews must prevent their animals from 
appearing in public on Shabbat with decorative ribbons 
between their horns because the animals do not need them. 
According to Torah law, a woman is permitted to go out wearing 
jewelry on Shabbat because jewelry is considered one of her 
garments. However, animals do not have jewelry. Therefore, it 
is assur (prohibited) for animals to wear adornments on Shabbat.

Dvar Torah
ACHREI MOT-
KEDOSHIM

One of the highlights of Yom Kippur 
Temple service was the placing of 
two goats facing each other, and the 
casting of lots to determine which goat 
was designated to God and which 
goat will be thrown into the abyss — 
i.e., Azazel. The sages emphasized 
that these two goats should be 
identical – “It was a commandment 
for be both to equal in appearance 
and stature” (Masechet Yoma). 

Why was it so important for goats 
to be so similar to each other and 
what does that fact signify? Rabbi 
Soloveitchik explained that on Yom 
Kippur we come before God and say: 
Just like the goats standing together, 
so too, we face two opposing passions 
every day. 

On the one hand, the yetzer ha’tov 
(good inclination) and on the other 
hand, yetzer ha’ra (evil inclination). 
However, just as the goats here look 
identical to one another, it is also 
very difficult for us to distinguish and 
identify which of the things before us 
is good and which is bad. As a result, 
we often find ourselves making 
errors and sinning. Our mistakes 
stem not from a desire to rebel or to 
commit crimes, but to the mistaken 
identification between things that 
appear so similar.

מצוותן שיהיו 
שניהן שווין 
במראה ובקומה

     Daf 55: ִמְצַות ּתֹוָכָחה –  THE MITZVAH TO REPRIMAND

The Talmud relates that certain people in the house of the Rosh Golah (exilarch) 
committed aveirot (transgressions). Rabbi Zeira said to Rabbi Simon: Go to them, 
reprimand them for their actions and explain that what they did is prohibited. Rabbi 
Simon responded: “I believe they will not accept tochecha [reprimand] from me. My 
speaking with them will serve no purpose.” Rabbi Zeira replied: “Nevertheless, you 
should reprimand them, even if they do not accept it — because there is a chance that 
they will decide to listen to you and stop committing aveirot.”

Later in the daf, the Gemara tells of the first man’s sin when he ate fruit 
from the tree of knowledge after having been commanded by God 
not to do so. As a result, God decreed that no human would live 
forever. Rather, in the end, all humans need to separate from this 
world and return their souls to the Boreh Olam (Creator of the world).
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Daf 56: ה דֹוֵלי ָהֻאָמּ NOTABLES OF THE NATION  – ְגּ

Shmuel HaNavi: Samuel the Prophet was so concerned about the Jewish people that he 
travelled to every place in Eretz Yisrael meeting people, teaching Torah to anyone who was 
interested, and answering questions of halacha for all who asked.

Yoshiyahu HaMelech: Rabbi Shmuel Bar Nachmani said Rabbi Yonatan taught: King 
Yoshiyahu was extremely righteous. When Yoshiyahu was crowned king, many people argued 
amongst themselves over money. They would seek an audience with King Yoshiyahu, and 
he would determine who was correct. By the time King Yoshiyahu turned eighteen, he had 
become a great talmid chacham, and he began to fear that the dinei halacha he delivered when 
he was a boy were in error. What did he do? From his own pocket he returned money to the 
parties whom he had judged liable. 

Daf 57: ים ְרׁשּות ָהַרִבּ ׁת ִבּ ָבּ ַשּ יט ַבּ ְכִשׁ   – ַתּ
               JEWELRY IN THE PUBLIC DOMAIN ON SHABBAT

It is prohibited to go out carrying an object into the reshut harabim 
on Shabbat. If that is so, how do we enter the reshut harabim 
with shoes or with a belt? Aren’t those two items carried? 
The answer is that there is no issur against carrying clothes 
a person wears. A person needs his/her clothes, given that 
clothing serves as protection. It is also permissible to wear jewelry 
outside on Shabbat, because they are an embellishment. A person does 
not carry jewelry the same way they would a suitcase; jewelry is an adornment.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1. What did the sages learn from the 
pasuk: “Lo ta’aseh kol melacha — 
atah, u’vincha, u’veetecha, avdecha, 
v’amat’cha, u’vehemtecha…”?

2. What are levuvim rams, and what 
halacha of Shabbat relates to them?

3. What did King Yoshiyahu do in cases 
in which he feared he had erred in 
determining financial disputes?

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Look closely at the illustration and 
answer the following questions: 

1. What event is depicted here?
2. What date did the event take place 

and where?
3. What are the people doing outside 

and why?
4. Who is the man standing in the 

illustration, and who is sitting to his 
right, with the siddur in his hands?
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1) The declaration of the State of 
Israel; 2) 5 Iyyar 5708, May 14th 1948; 
3) The people outside are joyously 
dancing over the announcement of the 
establishment of the state; 4) David Ben 
Gurion is standing and on his right is 
Rabbi Yehudah Maimon, who recited the 
Shehecheyanu blessing.
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On February 18, 1980, Israel opened its embassy in Cairo. 
Israel had reached a peace agreement with Egypt, one that 
came at the cost of a total pullout from Sinai, including the 
town of Yamit. However, peace with Egypt did not bring Israel 
peace with its other neighbors.  

One of Israel's most significant concerns was Iraq’s 
construction of a nuclear reactor capable of producing an 
atomic bomb. After failing to halt the Iraqi project through 
diplomatic means, the Israeli government decided it had no 
choice but to destroy the nuclear plant.

On June 7, 1981, Israeli F-15 and F-16 planes took off headed 
to Iraq. The F-15s were used to cover the flight, while the F-16s 
carried fuel. The Israeli planes flew over parts of Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia, and entered Iraq from the Saudi border, where 

there was a gap in radar coverage. The 
aircraft flew low over the Iraqi desert to 
avoid being discovered on radar. As they 
neared the plant, the F-16s climbed to 
6,900 feet and began a dive at the plant. 

At 3,600 feet, the planes released their Mark-84 bombs. Eight 
of the sixteen weapons hit their target, and the plant was 
effectively destroyed. The F-16 pilots were: Ze'ev Raz, Amos 
Yadlin, Dobbi Yaffe, Hagai Katz, Amir Nachumi, Iftach Spector, 
Relik Shafir, and Ilan Ramon. The youngest, Ilan Ramon went 
on to become Israel's first astronaut, who was tragically killed 
in the Columbia Space Shuttle disaster.

During this period, there were increased attacks on Israeli 
settlements in the North, originating from PLO bases in Lebanon. 
In response, the Israeli government decided it needed to take 

decisive action against the PLO in 
Lebanon. On June 6, 1982, Israel launched 
a massive assault against the PLO in 
southern Lebanon. That attack led to a 
short but decisive confrontation with Syria, 

in which Syria lost 81 planes and all of its anti-aircraft defenses.

Israeli troops pursued the Palestinians all the way to Beirut, 
where they laid siege for several months. Finally, in a brokered 
deal, the PLO leadership headed by Yasser Arafat agreed to 
be exiled to Tunis. Subsequently, Bachir Gemayel, leader of 
the Phalange (Christian militias) who had become President 
was assassinated. In revenge, Phalange fighters entered a 
Palestinian refugee camp in an area nominally controlled by 
Israel and massacred 300 people. A multinational force led by 
the United States entered Lebanon to try to maintain peace.

u FEBRUARY 18
     1980 ...    Israeli Embassy 
                           Opens In Cairo

        SEPTEMBER
u 1980 ...  Ceremony Honors 
                         Tal Brody        

          
        JULY 30
u 1981 ..... Begin’s Likud Wins 
                          Big Elections Victory
   

    JUNE 6
u 1982 ..... Israeli Troops
            Enter Lebanon

        AUGUST 28
u 1983 ..... Begin Resigns

1980
Huge Snowstorm 
in Jerusalem and 
Galilee (March)

1981
Zubin Mehta 
Becomes Director of 
Israeli Philharmonic

1981
First Worldwide 
Gathering of 
Holocaust Survivors

1983
Simon & Garfinkel 
Perform in Israel


