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Mazal Tov to
Tani Genack 

from 
Riverdale Jewish Center 

in New York!
He answered our weekly 

questions correctly
and won an iPad!

Explanation
A person purchased a field from his father 
and chose to consecrate that property to 
the Beit HaMikdash. Afterward, his father 
died and the individual received the land 
as an inheritance. In such a case, the 
field is considered an ancestral field and 
not a field that had been purchased.

... Azlei ... Walking

... Mi'de'nafshei ...... On his own,  
                  from his own

ַאְזֵלי
ֵֹשיה ִמְדַנְפְ

Translation

Daf 71: דֹות ְוַהּשֹוָבִכים ׂ Sale of Fields & Bird Coops  – ְמִכיַרת ַהָשּ

Reuven was the richest person in the village. Over time, his business steadily deteriorated. 
He needed to obtain a substantial sum of money in order to save his business interests. 
So he decided to sell one of his fields to Meshulam. However, Reuven stipulated to 
Meshulam that he needed the bird coops in the center of the field and that these were 
not to be included in the sale. Meshulam agreed to the terms and they concluded the 
acquisition properly, as required by law. 

A few days later, Reuven’s workers came to remove several birds from the coops. 
To their surprise, Meshulam told them: The bird coops do indeed belong to Reuven. 
However, the field belongs to me and I do not allow anyone to cross through my field. 
Tell Reuven that if he wants access to the bird coops, I require $25 for each crossing.

Disturbed after hearing what Meshulam had 
demanded, Reuven immediately approached 
the Rabbi. But the Rabbi calmed Reuven down 
and said: “Don’t worry! In Masechet Bava Batra, 
daf 71, it says that in a case like this, the previous 
owner retains the right to walk cross the field – it 
is as if you stipulated this requirement at the time 
of sale. You can tell Meshulam, in my name, that 
he must allow you to enter the property without 
receiving any compensation in return.”
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף ע׳׳ה-ע׳׳ו: 
מאביו  שדה  ללוקח  מנין  “דתניא: 
והקדישה, ואחר כך מת אביו, מנין שתהא 
לפניו כשדה אחוזה? תלמוד לומר: ואם את 
שדה מקנתו אשר לא משדה אחוזתו, שדה 
זו  יצתה  אחוזה,  להיות שדה  ראויה  שאין 

שראויה להיות שדה אחוזה”
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Weekly Kit 181

Israeli 
Ministry of 
Education

Daf 70: דֹון יָקּ ַטר ִפּ A Depository Note – ְשׁ

A person who deposits money or an item with someone else 
can draft a document with the details of the deposit and have 

it signed by witnesses. In the future, s/he can use the document as proof that the deposit 
had indeed taken place. This document is called a “shtar pikadon” (depository note). 

A custodian can make three possible claims in order to exempt himself:
a. “No such thing ever happened. You never deposited anything with me.”
b. “Correct, you did deposit something with me, but I already returned the 

deposited item to you.”
c. “Indeed, you did deposit something with me, but armed thieves came and 

forced me into giving the deposited item to them. I was coerced.”

Note: Most types of guardians, except for the “shoel” (borrower) are exempt from 
repaying the value of an item under their watch if it was taken from them by force.

Against which claims does a shtar pikadon provide protection? Regarding the first claim, the 
document certainly helps, since it proves there had been a deposit.  In relation to the third 
claim, the document provides no benefit. As for the second claim, there is a principled debate 
in the Talmud, discussing the extent to which possessing a depositary note would help.

NO $ = NO ENTRY
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Daf 72: ֵדה ֲאחּוָזה יׁש ְשׂ   – ַמְקִדּ
             Consecrating An Inherited Ancestral Field

Hekdesh is an item or sum of money that has been consecrated to the Beit HaMikdash. 
When the Beit HaMikdash stood, a person was able to give a gift directly to the Beit 
HaMikdash. An individual could take money, or an item, or even a field that belonged 
to him and say: “Behold, this is Hekdesh,” and from that moment the item was the 
dedicated property of the Beit HaMikdash and was forbidden for anyone to use it. 

What did the Temple administrators do with the item? If the consecrated item is 
needed — e.g., if someone consecrated stones, and there was a need at that time for 
stones to build a wall for the Beit HaMikdash, then they utilize the stones consecrated 
as Hekdesh. However, if there is no timely need for the specific consecrated item, 
they assess the value of that item, and whoever wants to redeem it can do so for 
that sum. The redemption money becomes sanctified in place of the consecrated 
item which itself now becomes a non-holy object and which the buyer then acquires.

On this daf we learn about an object that is not redeemed according to its market 
value, but rather, according to a sum fixed by the Torah. This is the case of a person 
who consecrated an “ancestral field” — a field inherited from a person’s ancestors. 
The Torah stipulates that the entire area of a particular field may be redeemed for 
50 shekels in silver, regardless of whether its market value is higher or lower. (We 
will learn that the 50-shekel sum only refers to fields redeemed immediately after 
the Yovel, Jubilee year. However, if there only are a few years until the Yovel, the 
field may be redeemed at a lower price.)

Made In Israel
TravelersBox
Dror Blumenthal, Idan Deshe 
& Tomer Zussman (2013)

Daf 73: "ִפיָנה                  ”One Who Sells A Ship“  – "ַהּמֹוֵכר ֶאת ַהְסּ
The first Mishnah in this perek deals with a person who agreed to sell their ship 
to another individual. The Mishnah specifies which items are included in the sale. 
The Mishnayot that follow, deal with the sale of animals and passenger wagons, 
and so on, specifying which items are to be included in those sales. The following 
items are included in the sale of a ship — even if they were not specified in the 
sales agreement: the ship’s mast, the sails, the anchor, and the oars. However, if 
the ship’s owner had large sacks storing merchandise aboard the ship, those are 
not included in the sale — since they are not a part of the ship. Only in a 
case where it was agreed upon in advance that the sale of the 
ship will include all of its contents are the sacks 
to be included as well. TravelersBox Kiosk

Photo Source: TravelersBox Facebook

When travelers visit other countries, 
they often leave with pocket change in 
various currencies. While saving coins 
from each country visited can be fun for 
occasional travelers,  millions of people 
who travel daily often end up with a 
drawer full of coins and money from 
around the world.

According to TravelersBox founder 
Dror Blumenthal, the idea for this unique 
device came about due to Tomer 
Zussman’s frequent international travels 
and the pocketfuls of small change he 
amassed that were rendered useless 
after arriving home in Tel Aviv. The friends  
realized there must be a practical solution 
for the problem of spare change.

TravelersBox are ATM-like kiosks 
that are located in airports around the 
world. Travelers can deposit coins 
and bills and decide where the money 
should go. Options for deposits include 
personal PayPal accounts, gift cards for 
a variety of brands or even a donation to 
a charitable cause.

TravelersBox kiosks can currently be 
found at airports in Canada, Italy, Philippines, 
Georgia (Tbilisi), Israel and Turkey.

Thank you Israeli developers for 
thinking of a solution to that special 
nuisance – spare pocket change!
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Daf 74:  ַרב ְיהוָּדה – Rav Yehudah 
  
After the death of Shmuel, Rav Yehudah’s teacher, who headed the yeshiva in Nehardea, 
Rav Yehudah moved to Pumbedita and founded a yeshiva there, which became one of 
the central yeshivot in Babylonia. Rav Yehudah, together with several other Amoraim, 
earned the nickname “Charifei Pumbedita” (the sharp ones of Pumbedita), owing to 
the sharpness of their minds. Rav Yehudah merited his greatness in Torah learning, 
among other things, due to his diligent study routines. He set aside a block of time 
each month which he dedicated to the repetition and review of what he had learned. 

In Babylonia they were accustomed to removing their shoes when a 
fast was ordained to combat a drought. Chazal relate that in a time 
of drought it was sufficient for Rav Yehudah to remove one shoe 
from one of his feet and the rain would begin to fall — even before 
he began to pray. It is interesting to know that the version of Birkat 
Kiddush haLevana, (the blessing over the new moon) we recite today, 

as well as Birkat ha-Ilanot (blessing recited over budding trees) were recorded in the 
name of Rav Yehudah. He was blessed with a long life, living over 100 years. In his 
old age, his eyes grew dim and Rav Yehudah had difficulty reading. Nevertheless, it is 
related in the Talmud that when Rav Yehudah needed to sign a document, he would 
make the extra effort necessary to first read what was written before signing.

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

On the 6th of Nissan in 1985, Marc 
Chagall (1887-1985), one of the 
greatest artists of the 20th century, 
passed away. 

Chagall, whose original name 
was Moishe Shagalov, was born into 
a Hasidic family in Belarus. When he 
was a child, Jewish children were not 
allowed to attend regular Russian 
schools, so his primary education 
was Hebrew and Torah studies. 
By high school, Chagall's mother  
succeeded in bribing the principal of 
the public school principal to allow 
her son to attend. 

Chagall's career grew in Paris, 
where he lived as a youngster and 
again, after World War Two. His work, 
which included many different types of 
art, is not only considered spectacular, 
but unique in its extraordinary, almost 
dream-like visions. 

Chagall created wall and floor 
mosaics, as well as tapestries for the 
Knesset and stained glass windows 
windows for the synagogue in 
Jerusalem's Hadassah Hospital.

Marc Chagall's works can also be 
seen in many cities around the world 
and his paintings are sold for tens of 
thousands of US dollars. 

Daf 75: ֶבל יבֹות ָבּ  The Yeshivot of Babylonia – ְיִשׁ

The Babylonian exile began a few years before the first Beit HaMikdash was 
destroyed, when Nevuchadnezzar exiled King Yehoyachin together with many of 
that generation’s great Torah scholars. The king and the Torah scholars settled in 
the city of Nehardea. They brought with them stones from the Beit HaMikdash 
and from these they built the Beit Knesset (synagogue) in Nehardea. The city of 
Nehardea was nearby the banks of the river called “Nehar Malka” (Royal River). This 
waterway was a canal that connected the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. Throughout 
the period of the Mishnah, and into the Talmudic era, Nehardea was the Torah 
center of the Babylonian exile. 

In the city of Nehardea there was a major yeshiva, as well as a large Beit Din. During 
Shmuel’s tenure as rosh yeshiva in Nehardea, the Amora Rav moved down from 
Eretz Yisrael to Babylonia and established a central yeshiva in the city of Sura. After 
Shmuel died, the yeshiva in Nehardea was split into two: Rav Nachman headed 
the yeshiva in Nehardea, while some of the students went with Rav Yehudah to 
open a yeshiva in Pumbedita. The 
name Pumbedita is composed of 
two words: “Pum” and “Bedita,” 
as the city sat at the mouth of the 
river Bedita — one of the tributaries 
of the Euphrates river. Beginning 
with the period of the Second Beit 
HaMikdash, until the era of the 
Geonim, the majority of Babylonian 
Jews lived in the area of Pumbedita.

Chagall in Paris, 1921 Photo Source: Wikipedia
Part of Chagall Tapestry in Knesset. 
Photo Source: Israel Gov. Press Office
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 76: ְך ֶבל, ֶהְמֵשׁ יבֹות ָבּ Babylonian Yeshivot, Cont'd  – ְיִשׁ
   

Five years after Shmuel’s death, the governor of the city, Papa Bar Netzer 
— fought against Shevor Malka, king of Persia. Bar Netzer captured 
Nehardea and demolished it, down to the foundation stones. The 
students of the Nehardea Yeshiva, under the leadership of Rav Nachman, 
fled to the city of Mehoza, where they reestablished their yeshiva. 

During the second generation of Amoraim in Babylonia, there were 
three central yeshivot: the yeshiva of Nehardea, which moved later on 
to Mehoza; the yeshiva in Sura established by Rav; and the yeshiva 
of Pumbedita, founded by Rav Yehudah. During the time of Rava, the 
yeshivot of Mehoza and Pumbedita were reunited into one yeshiva. 

The yeshivot in Sura and Pumbedita continued to exist for 800 years, until 
the end of the Geonic period. Toward the end of the period of the Geonim, 
the yeshiva in Pumbedita moved to the city of Bagdad. Among the last 
who served as roshei yeshiva in Bagdad were Rav Shreira Gaon and his 
son Rav Hai Gaon, (considered to be the last of the Geonim.) After Rav 
Hai Gaon, “Rav Hezkiya Ben David Rosh HaGolah” served as rosh yeshiva 
for 20 years — until he was brutally murdered by the Muslim “Caliph,” 
governor of the region. After his death, the Pumbedita yeshiva closed.

From Rav Yehudah, up until Rav Hezkiyah Ben David, we know of 58 men 
who headed the Pumbedita yeshiva: seven in the Amoraic era; three in 
the Saboraic era; and the remainder, during the time of the Geonim. At 
the same time, 53 scholars served as roshei yeshiva in Sura. Among the 
notable scholars were: Rav Ashi, editor of the Babylonian Talmud and 
Rav Saadya Gaon. The final rosh yeshiva in Sura was Rav Yitzchak Gaon.

In Parashat Tzav, we are told about two korbanot 
(offerings): the korban chatat (sin offering) and 
korban asham (guilt offering).

Chazal asked: What is the meaning of the names 
“chatat” and “asham”? The Ramban answered: 
Korban chatat is an offering brought by a person 
who erred unintentionally, which is why it is 
named “chatat,” from the language of “missing 
the target” without intention. By contrast, a 
person brings a korban asham for specific sins 
performed intentionally. That is why this offering 
is called “asham,” from the language of “ashma” 
(guilt) and “shmama” (waste), as an individual who 
transgresses intentionally is guilty and his or her 
violation is all the more severe.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. What is a “shtar pikadon”? 
    Whom can it help and in which situations?”
2. What would be done with an item or money   
     that was consecrated to the Beit HaMikdash?
3. Who is the Amora who fixed the wording of 
    Birkat Kiddush HaLevana & Birkat Ha-Ilanot?

חוכמת החכמים
ְיהֹוֻשַע ֶבן ְפַרְחָיה אֹוֵמר: ֱהֵוי ָדן ֶאת ָכל 

ָהָאָדם ְלַכף ְזכּות. )אבות א,ו(

Judgen– ָדן
Favorably – ְלַכף ְזכּות

ֶהְסֵבר: ַכֲאֶשר ֵיש ָסֵפק, ֵיש ְלַהִניַחֹ ֶשַהזּוָלת ָעָשה ֶאת ַמֲעָשיו 
ִמּתֹוְך ַכָּוָנה טֹוָבה.

 To presume anothern– ְלַהִניַח ֶשַהזּוָלת
Good intention – ַכָּוָנה טֹוָבה

ִמּלֹון


