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גבוה 
נמוך  

Translation

Explanation
Shimon, Azariah’s brother says that 
if one accidentally slaughters an 
animal as a korban (offering) without 
the incorrect designation, then if the 
mistaken korban possesses a level of 
holiness is greater than the originally- 
intended korban, the korban offered is 
kosher and fit; if it is for the sake of a 
korban whose level of holiness is lower, 
then that korban is unfit and invalid.

Daf 3:  ָמן א ִלְשׁ לֹּ חּו ֶשׁ ְזְבּ ִנּ   – ְזָבִחים ֶשׁ
             Offerings Slaughtered Not for their Own Sake 

The Masechet begins with the sentence: “Kol hazevachim she’niz’be’chu she’lo 
li’sh’man kesheyrim, ela, she’lo alu l’ba’alim le’shem chovah.” All offerings that were 
slaughtered not for their own sake are fit, but do not satisfy the owner’s obligation. 

The Mishnah’s teaching is best elucidated with a story: A man arrived in Jerusalem a 
sheep designated as a korban olah (burnt offering). Kohanim examined the animal to 
confirm it was indeed blemish-free. As the kohanim take the animal do their work, the 
man hears the shochet tell another kohen: “Please continue working on this korban 
shelamim (peace offering).” The kohanim made a mistake and slaughtered the animal 
with intention that it be a different type of sacrifice than the owner had designated.

In such a case, the Mishnah rules that the korban is still kosher, valid insofar as the blood 
can be sprinkled by the altar and the meat burned on the altar pyre. But, the owner might 
be required to bring an additional sacrifice to satisfy his obligation. If the man vowed: “I am 
hereby obligated to bring a burnt offering,” then in the case above, he is 
still required to fulfill his obligation if his vow was not specific to that animal. 
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      Daf 2: ֶכת ְזָבִחים   – ַמֶסּ
                  Masechet Zevachim

Masechet Zevachim is the first masechet in Seder Kodashim and deals primarily 
with the manner in which korbanot (sacrifices) are offered. Here, we will learn about 
the intention a person must have while offering a korban and which thoughts were 
prohibited while performing this holy work.

The “korban” is referred to by that name since it is “mukrav,” 
brought near to, and sacrificed on the miz’be’ach (altar). 
Korbanot are offered from three different categories: 

• Min ha’Chai (from animals, e.g. sheep, goat, etc.); 
• Min ha’Tzo’me’ach (from plant-life, e.g. wheat, oil, etc.); 
• Min ha’Do’mem (from inanimate, still-life, e.g., the water poured on the 
altar during Chag HaSukkot, and the salt sprinkled over other korbanot.)

Korbanot offered Min HaChai are called “Zevachim,” because they underwent sh’chita 
before being offered. Korbanot offered Min HaTzo’me’ach are called “Menachot,” 
because they are a “Mincha l’Shem (a tribute, or gift to God).

.... Ga'vo'ha ... Higher (greater)

.... Namooch... Lower (lesser)
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תשס״ב/2002
Operation Defensive Shield

Operation Defensive Shield was 
a large-scale Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) operation in Judea 
and Samaria in 2002. Its purpose 
was to damage the Palestinian 
terrorist infrastructure and stop 
the wave of attacks that were 
being carried out against Israel. 
The operation was carried out 
following “Black March,” in which 
many civilians and soldiers were 
murdered in terrorist attacks. 
“Black March” culminated in the 
attack at the Park Hotel in Netanya 
on the Seder night, where 30 
Jews were murdered. During 
Operation Defensive Shield, the 
IDF operated mainly in the cities 
of Ramallah, Nablus, Jenin, Bethlehem, 
Hebron, Tulkarem, Qalqiliya and Jericho. 
The operation was a success and the 
terror attacks were almost completely 
eliminated. Most of the Palestinian 
Authority’s military infrastructure in Judea 
and Samaria was destroyed.

Israeli History
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Daf 4: ן ְרָבּ ע ֲעבֹודֹות ַהָקּ   – ַאְרַבּ

         Four Ritual Practices Required In Offering A Korban

An animal sacrificed in the Temple was first slaughtered.  The kohanim placed 
a vessel near the incision to catch and gather all of the blood. This vessel 
is called a “mizrak” (basin). Why the name? When the kohen goes up to the 
miz’be’ach, he sprinkles (zorek) the blood from that basin (mizrak) on to the 
dafnot (walls) of the miz’be’ach.

There are four avodot (ritual practices) required in offering 
a korban:

1. “Shechita” — ritual slaughtering of the animal.
2. “Kabbalah” — collecting the blood.
3. “Holacha” — walking the blood to the miz’be’ach.
4. “Zerika” — sprinkling of the blood on the 
miz’be’ach.

The final three avodot could only be performed by a kohen. Shechita, 
however, could be performed even by a Yisrael.

Soldiers during Operation Defensive Shield. 
Photo Source: Israel Defense Force.
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Daf 5: ְמעֹון ֲאִחי ֲעַזְרָיה Shimon, brother of Azariya  – ִשׁ

The Mishnah cites a halacha in the name of 
“Shimon, brother of Azariya.” Some Tannaim 
are identified only by their first name (e.g., 
“Rabban Gamliel”). Other Tannaim are 
called by their father’s names as well (e.g., 
“Rabban Shimon Ben Gamliel”). However, 
there is no other Tanna who is identified 
by his brother’s name, except for “Shimon, 
brother of Azariya.” 

Why indeed is Shimon’s brother mentioned? In Masechet Sotah, Rashi comments 
that the two brothers had an agreement.  Azariya would support his brother 
Shimon, and in exchange, he would merit a portion of the reward due Shimon 
from his Torah study. This was the same well-known, recognized agreement made 
between Yissachar and Zevulun. That is how Azariya merited his brother, the holy 
Tanna to be known by his name — “Shimon, brother of Azariya.”
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Daf 7: ת ַהּגֹוֵמל ְרַכּ ,Birkat HaGomel – ִבּ
            Blessing of Thanksgiving

A Korban “Todah” (Thanksgiving Sacrifice) was 
offered to acknowledge and give thanks to God. 
For instance: If a person sails on the sea and safely 
reaches his intended destination, that individual 
would thank God that he or she did not drown during 
the journey; if a person who was imprisoned and is 
then released, that person would also offer a Korban 
Todah; if a person had been ill and recovered from 
the disease, he would offer a Korban Todah, as well. 
After the Beit HaMikdash was destroyed, Chazal 
decreed Birkat HaGomel should be recited as a 
replacement for offering of a Korban Todah.

On this daf we also learn about the case of 
“Machashevet Shinui Be’alim” (Thoughts of a 

different owner) — i.e., a case where the kohen offering the korban thought and felt 
in heart: “I offer this service in the name of Reuven,” when it turns out the korban 
belonged to Shimon.

      Daf 6: נֹות ְרָבּ               A Substitute Offering  – ַהְחָלַפת ַהָקּ
                    
There was a man who died and left a will in which he wrote: “I designate the animal 
in the courtyard as a korban for the Beit HaMikdash. Please see it is dealt with in 
accordance with the halacha.” 

In the courtyard stood a thin sheep, with 
a small sign hanging from its neck that 
read: “Korban Shelamim” (Peace offering). 
According to halacha, the family was 
obligated to offer this korban at the Beit 
HaMikdash in Jerusalem. 

One of the sons spoke up and said he 
wanted to substitute the animal left by their 

father with a healthier, more plump sheep to honor God. Another brother shouted 
out: Don’t you know it is forbidden to substitute korbanot? The Torah forbids one to 
exchange an item designated as a korban with a different item. Furthermore, if there is 
an exchange, then both the originally-designated korban and the substitute must both 
be offered as korbanot. As a result of the statement you just made, both the korban 
father designated, as well as the korban you wanted to offer as a substitute are holy.”

The boy’s uncle intervened and said: Based on a Scriptural teaching of Rabbi Meir the 
rule is that a korban inherited by two heirs may not be exchanged, and the second 
(potential substitute) korban does not become holy.

       10 AMAZING
Israeli Inventions

(in chronological order)

NerYah In 1953, Israeli 
engineer Levi Yissar, built 
the first Israeli solar water 
heater, enabling homes to 

switch to solar water heaters. 

BAMBA delicious peanut 
snack made by Osem 
in 1964 that may prevent 
peanut allergies. 

NETAFIM drip irrigation 
technology that saves 
water while supporting 
agriculture since 1965.

     ICQ instant messaging 
software developed by 
Mirabilis in 1996.

USB FLASH DRIVE data 
storage device invented 
at M-Systems and 
patented in 1999.

OrCAM MyEye a 
discrete visual aide that 
enables the visually 
impaired to recognize 

the world around them, since 2011.

PillCAM EXPRESS – 
a swallowable GI 
scope developed 

by Given Imaging in 2010.

IRON DOME mobile 
air defense system 
developed by Rafael 

Advanced Defense Systems in 2011.

WAZE Founded in 2007, 
community-based navigation 
system bought by Google 
for $1.1 billion in 2013.

REWALK Battery-powered 
bionic exoskeleton 

walking assistance system, lets 
people who are paraplegic 
regain independence and 
improve quality of life, since 2011.
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 8: ְתׁשּוָבה ן ְמעֹוֵרר ָלׁשּוב ִבּ ְרָבּ   – ַהָקּ
                    The Offering Is A Trigger To Repent 

Sefer HaChinuch was written in 13th century Spain and systematically 
discusses each of the 613 mitzvot. Sefer HaChinuch explains that all of 
the mitzvot given by the blessed Creator are intended to benefit human 
beings. Mitzvah #95 explains the commandment to offer korbanot. Am 
Yisrael was commanded to build the Beit HaMikdash, in order to set up a 
location that was pure and clean, in which people would be able to atone 
for their misdeeds and correct their path in life.

Sefer HaChinuch explains the value of the 
korbanot as providing a way for a person who 

transgresses to take action to correct 
their behavior, as commanded in the 
Torah. The individual who transgresses is 
responsible for procuring an animal and 
bringing it to the Temple in Jerusalem 
where it is offered by the Kohen. By 

means of these actions, the individual 
understands the need to fully repent and make 
amends for the offenses committed, as well as 
never repeating that action.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What is the relationship between the Birkat HaGomel and the 
Korban “Todah”?

2. What is the main topic dealt with in Masechet Zevachim?
3. How does the “Sefer HaChinuch” explain the mitzvah of offering 

korbanot?

Sometimes a person encounters challenges and 
problems, which at the time seem terribly difficult to 
him. He cannot understand their purpose, and only 
after looking back in retrospect, does he realize that 
these difficult things were purposeful. It was written:

“When you come to the land of Canaan, 
which I am giving you as a possession, and 
I place a lesion of tzara’at upon a house in 
the land of your possession, and the one 
to whom the house belongs comes and 
tells the kohen, saying, ‘Something like a 
lesion has appeared to me in the house.’”

This is how Chazal explain the plague of leprosy 
in the house: One would think that this affliction 
was a bad thing that caused harm. However, 
Rashi explains that as a result of this plague, 
the walls of the house had to be broken down, 
and consequently, large treasures buried by 
the Amorites were discovered in the wreckage. 
Consequently, Israel was blessed with the great 
riches that were revealed.

This was also Chazal’s explanation for use of the 
word ‘ke’Nega’ (like a lesion). In other words, in the 
end it was not really a harmful affliction, but rather 
a something that started badly, but eventually it 
turned out for good.

ַען  ַנ֔ ֶרץ ְכּ אּו֙ ֶאל־ֶא֣ י ָתֹב֙ ֤  ִכּ
ה י ֹנתֵ֥ן ָלֶכ֖ם ַלֲאֻחָזּ֑ ֥ר ֲאִנ֛ ֲאֶשׁ
ַעת  ַגע ָצַר֔ ֙י ֶנ֣  ְוָנַתִתּ
ם׃  ֵב֖ית ֶאֶ֥רץ ֲאֻחַזְּתֶכֽ ְבּ
ִית  ר־֣לֹו ַהַבּ֔ ּוָב֙א ֲאֶשׁ

ַגע  ֶנ֕ ר ְכּ ֵה֖ן ֵלאֹמ֑ יד ַלֹכּ ְוִהִגּ֥
ִית׃ ֽ ָבּ י ַבּ ִנְרָא֥ה ִל֖


