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Translation

Explanation
The Gemara states that according the 
Mishnah, any husband can demand 
that his wife move with him in order to 
live in Jerusalem — even if the move is 
from a beautiful place to a noticeably 
inferior location. Conversely, a husband 
may not demand that his wife leave 
Jerusalem, even to move from an 
inferior location to a beautiful place.

From the talmud 
Seder KodaShim

maSechet  arachin
daf  3

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת ערכין, דף ג׳:

 “הכל מעלין לירושלים — לאתויי 
מאי? לאתויי מנוה היפה לנוה הרעה, 
ואין הכל מוציאין — לאתויי מאי? 

לאתויי מנוה הרעה לנוה היפה”

Daf  Yomi For  Us
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       Daf 60: ֵהמֹות ַיַחד י ְבּ ֵתּ Two Animals Together – ְשׁ

Is it possible for someone to set aside a pair of animals as 
Ma’aser simultaneously? On this daf, Rabbi Yochanan 

says that if a person leads cattle out an animal pen 
and two animals (rather than one 

animal as is customary) exit 
simultaneously, the person 

should continue to lead out the 
animals in pairs. The two animals 

exiting together as the tenth pair are 
both deemed sacred and consecrated 

as Ma’aser Behaymah (animal tithe).
מעלין

לאתויי מאי?

… Ma’alin … Ascend 
    (go up on pilgrimage [to 
    Jerusalem])
… L’atu’yay mai? … [Meant] 
    to include what?

Seder Kodashim | Masechet Bechorot 60-61 —Masechet Arachin 3-6 | Shabbat Beha’alot’cha  
13-19 Sivan (June 16-22)

       Daf 61: ֵהָמה ִלְבכֹור ר ְבּ ין ַמֲעֵשׂ ל ֵבּ  The Difference – ַהֶהְבֵדּ
       Between the Animal Tithe and the Mitzvah of the Firstborn

There are similarities between the Mitzvah of Ma’aser Behaymah (animal tithe) and 
that of Bechor Behaymah (firstborn animal). Both mitzvot apply in all locations and 
at all times. However, there is one fundamental difference between the two mitzvot: 
A Bechor Behaymah (firstborn animal) is sacred from the moment it is born, while a 
Behaymat Ma’aser does not become holy until after the owner sets it aside to fulfill 
the mitzvah. For that reason, Chazal decreed that during the present time, following 
the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash, the mitzvah of Ma’aser Behaymah should not 
be observed.  It is best that there are fewer sacred animals in existence, since it is 
impossible to offer those animals in the absence of the Beit HaMikdash and we would 
like to avoid a mishap where the owner accidentally makes use of a consecrated animal.

Masechet Bechorot
we have learned from you,
and we will return to learn
from you again. At a good 

time, we begin 
Masechet Arachin

Masechet Bechorot

Arachin
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 MADE IN ISRAEL

CHOMA U’MIGDAL
The Jewish community in Eretz Yisrael 
was faced with many challenges in the 
late 1930s – from the Arab Revolt of 
1936 to the many British restrictions 
limiting Jewish immigration. The future 
boundaries of the country would be 
determined by where Jews were actually 
living but the Arabs were continually 
attacking undefended Jews wherever the 
opportunity presented itself. The inspired 
solution to this unique problem was to 
create “facts on the ground” by building 
what amounted to instant new yishuvim 
in strategic places. And so was born the 
concept of Choma U’Migdal, Tower and 
Stockade, an idea which is attributed to 
Shlomo Gur, a resident of Nir David, the 
first yishuv of this type to be built. 

Choma U’Migdal was made possible 
by the creation of “buildings”, including 
a watchtower and walls, that would be 
prefabricated in advance. Then, in the 
middle of the night, volunteers would join 
Haganah fighters to bring the structures 
to the new location, and a new settlement 
would be built with four walls and a 
watchtower, ready to defend against attack. 
A few dozen people would remain to guard 
the site. A total of 52 such settlements, 
mostly kibbutzim and moshavim, were 
established between 1936 and1939.

We owe these Jewish pioneers 
tremendous gratitude for developing 
a method to ensure a defensible  
Jewish country!

Kibbutz Nir David. Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 3: ין ְתִפיִלּ ִבּ ַחָיִּבים  ל   All Are Obligated in the – ַהֹכּ
Mitzvah of Tefillin

The Gemara relates a baraita, (Tannaitic teaching 
excluded from our Mishnah) which states: “All are 
obligated in the mitzvah of Tefillin, kohanim, levi’im 
and yisraelim.” The chiddush (novel idea) in this 
baraita, is with regard to kohanim. The kohanim 

were prohibited from putting on tefillin shel yad 
inside the Beit HaMikdash, because the kutonet (priestly 

robe) had to be worn next to the skin, and if kohanim were to put on tefillin 
shel yad, it would come between their skin and the kutonet. 

As such, we might have thought that kohanim are exempt from putting on 
tefillin shel rosh as well, given their exemption from putting on tefillin shel 
yad. For this reason, the baraita is needed to teach that ALL are obligated in 
the mitzvah of tefillin — even kohanim in the Beit HaMikdash, who are unable 
to put on tefillin shel yad are nevertheless required to put on tefillin shel rosh. 
Regarding the mitznefet (priestly turban), which was also required to sit 
directly on the head of the kohen without any intervening object, the Gemara 
explains that the mitznefet did not cover the entire head, and therefore, space 
remained clear for the tefillin shel rosh, to be worn as well.

      Daf 2: ֶכת ֲעָרִכין Tractate Arachin  – ַמֶסּ

Masechet Arachin contains nine chapters spread over 33 dapim that deal 
with vows [made on the value of a person]; dedication of items to the Beit 
HaMikdash; Cherem-vows; and the selling of properties when the laws of the 
Yovel (Jubilee) apply.

What precisely are “Arachin”? The Torah states that when an individual uses the 
formula: “Erekh ploni a’lai” ([I vow to consecrate] the value of so-and-so [to the 
Beit HaMikdash]) or “Erki alai” ([I vow to consecrate] the sum of my own value) that 
individual is obligated to pay 50 holy shekel to the Beit HaMikdash — if the “Ploni” 
referred to is 20-59 years old; and if the “Ploni” mentioned is 60 years or older, the 
individual who vowed is obligated to pay 15 holy shekel to the Beit HaMikdash. 
The consecrated money must be brought to the treasurer of the Beit HaMikdash.

The first mishnah in the Masechet teaches that “Ha’kol Ma’a’ree’chin” all 
people [are fit] to make a valuation, meaning, that even a minor, at age 12, who 
understands the meaning of a vow he has made, can be obligated to pay arachin 
to the Beit HaMikdash.

ַמֶסֶּכת ֲעָרִכין
ֹּל ַמֲעִריִכין ֶפֶּרק א' - ַהכ

TRACTATE ARACHIN: Ch. 1 — Everyone [are fit] 
to make a valuation
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ON THE MAP
OF ISRAEL

KFAR WARBURG
Kfar Warburg was founded by many 
of the same people who built some 
of the Choma U’Migdal yishuvim. 
This moshav was established on 
October 31,1939 and named after the 
American Jewish philanthropist Felix 
Warburg (1871–1937).

The moshav’s namesake was a 
generous supporter of Eretz Yisrael. 
Warburg was born into a prominent 
banking family and involved himself in 
more than just philanthropy by seriously 
participating in Jewish affairs in Europe 
and in Eretz Yisrael. He was the Honorary 
Chairman of the Joint Distribution 
Committee, which was founded in 1914 to 
help Jews suffering in Ottoman controlled 
Eretz Yisrael. Today, the JDC is a leading 
humanitarian organization that rescues 
Jews in danger, develops solutions to 
complex social challenges, and leads the 
Jewish community’s response to crises.

Warburg was also Chairman of the 
United Jewish Appeal and became 
chairman of the Administrative 
Committee of the Jewish Agency, 
as well as being involved with many 
other Jewish organizations. Though 
Felix Warburg died in 1937, his 
work was continued by his wife, 
who became the chairperson of the 
Hadassah building fund campaign to 
establish a new hospital in Jerusalem 
after 1948. The Jewish Museum in 
NYC is located in what was formerly 
the Warburg home. 
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Daf 5: "ִמים" ְו"נֶֶדר ֵעֶרְך  Blood Vow & a Vow of Valuation – "נֶֶדר ָדּ

What is the difference between a “Neder Damim” and a “Neder Erekh”? 

A Neder Damim is a vow in which a person pledges to contribute money to the Beit 
HaMikdash based on the worth of a particular individual.  For example, if a person 
were to say: “I vow to contribute the value of my neighbor, Avraham,” that person 
is then obligated to donate the value of the neighbor to the Beit HaMikdash. How is 
the value of an individual determined? A court of ten judges would investigate the 
worth of the individual in question, determining how much that person would fetch 
if offered on the slave market.

A Neder Erekh is a vow in which a person pledges to contribute a specific sum 
of money to the Beit HaMikdash, based on the subject’s value as determined in 
Parashat Behar. The Torah set forth fixed sums based on the age and gender of 
the designated individual.  These amounts of money remain fixed irrespective of 
whether the individual in question is healthy or sick.

 Daf 6: ִית ֶדק ַהַבּ ׁש ֶבּ ֶסף ְלֶהְקֵדּ  Items Consecrated to – ֶכּ
 the Beit HaMikdash for Maintenance

Was it permissible to accept donations from a non-Jew for 
maintenance of the Beit HaMikdash? One baraita states it 
was permissible to accept donations from a non-Jew for Beit 
HaMikdash upkeep. A second baraita maintains that such 
donations were prohibited. Rabbi Yochanan explained: At the 

start of the construction of the Beit HaMikdash, contributions were not accepted from 
non-Jews, though at a later phase such donations were accepted.

Why the initial prohibition? Such donations were prohibited because there was 
concern the contributions of certain non-Jews were not made to truly help the Jews, 
but rather, with the sinister intention advising the Jews to slow down the construction 
of the Beit HaMikdash, which those non-Jews did not want to see built. However, 
after construction was finished, it was permissible to accept contributions from non-
Jews for Temple upkeep, as is indicated in the first baraita.

Daf 4: ׁש ְקָדּ ֵבית ַהִמּ ר ְבּ ת ֶאְסֵתּ  – ְמִגיַלּ
             Megillat Esther in the Beit HaMikdash

The Korban Tamid was offered early every morning. Once a 
year there was a mitzvah d’rabbanan (rabbinic enactment) 
that had priority over the Korban Tamid in the sequence 

of activities. With regard to the reading of Megillat Esther 
on Purim, we learn: “Ha’kol chayavim be’mikra Megillah, 

kohanim, leviim and yisraelim.”  The novel point of this baraita is that when the time 
to read Megillah coincides with the most desirable time to offer the Korban Tamid, all 
were obligated to leave their positions and go hear the reading of the Megillah first 
before offering the Korban Tamid.  This ruling included the kohanim set to sacrifice 
the korban, the levi’im standing on the platform to recite the songs of praise, and the 
yisraelim who came to be present to pray for the success of the sacrifice. 

KFAR WARBURG

Photo Source: Google Maps
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Dvar Torah
BEHA’ALOT’CHA

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1.  What is the difference between “Neder Damim” and the “Neder Erekh”?
2.  Why does the baraita need to teach that all Jews, including kohanim, levi’im, 
     and yisraelim, are obligated to hear the Megillah reading on Purim?
3. What novel ruling is intended when the Baraita states: “All are obligated in 
    the Mitzvah of Tefillin: kohanim, levi’im, and yisraelim?”

ַהֲעלְֹתָך  ת ְבּ ָרַשׁ ָפּ

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1. What kind of settlement is depicted here?
2. In what year was this settlement established? and how many other such settlements 
    like this were established?
3. Why was it necessary to establish the settlements in this way?

1) This is a “Choma u’Migdal” (Tower and stockade, literally wall and tower) settlement; 2) The first “Choma 
u’Migdal” settlement was named “Nir David” and was established in 1936. A total of 52 were constructed 
between the last days of 1936 and October 1939; 3) The British did not permit the establishment of new 
settlements. However, they did not destroy any locations that already had a tower and stockade.
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In Parashat Beha’alot’cha we are told 
about the unusual commandment 
of “Pesach Sheini.” Those who were 
unable to bring the Korban Pesach 
(Paschal Offering) on 14 Nisan because 
of ritual impurity or because they were 
too far away, were granted by the Torah 
another opportunity sacrifice the Korban 
Pesach one month later on 14 Iyar.

Why does the Torah offer a second 
chance for mitzvah fulfillment in the 
case of Korban Pesach but not for 
other commandments?  The Korban 
Pesach, like many mitzvot, requires 
the investment of time and effort. 
When presented with the possibility 
of being released from that obligation, 
one might feel an inner sense of relief 
and joy from having “evaded” making 
the burdensome investment.

However, B’nai Yisrael saw things 
in another light. Although some were 
exempt from observing the Passover 
commandment, they approached 
Moshe and said: “Why are we being 
excluded from sacrificing the offering 
to God?” God was so pleased to see 
His children’s profound desire to fulfill 
the mitzvah, even though they were not 
obligated to do so, that God introduced 
an additional command offering a 
second chance to observe the Korban 
Pesach rite, on “Pesach Sheini”.


