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Explanation
Moshe Rabbeinu was uncertain as to the 
meaning of the pasuk: “And I will give you 
as a morasha (inheritance): I am HaShem” 
(Exodus 6:8). Should it be understood as 
meaning that the land was considered 
to be the possession of those who left 
Egypt; or perhaps the pasuk indicates that 
the generation who left Egypt bequeath 
(morishim) their portions to their sons, but do 
not inherit (yorshim) the portions themselves, 
as they were destined to perish in the desert.

... Mis’tahp’ka .... in doubt

... Deel’ma .......... perhaps, lest
מעיקרא

אמינא

Translation

Yom Yerushalayim Sameach!

Daf 120: חּוֵטי חּוץ Outside Sacrificing  – ְשׁ

After the Mishkan was built, Moshe Rabbeinu was commanded to tell B’nai Yisrael 
that from that point onward it was forbidden to offer a sacrifice outside the Mishkan.
There were two specific prohibitions: 1) It is forbidden to slaughter an animal that has 
been sanctified as an offering anywhere other than at the Mishkan. 2) It is forbidden to 
burn a sacrificial portion of meat anywhere other than at the Mishkan.

The reason behind the prohibition is explained in Sefer HaChinuch (Mitzvah 186): 
“Hashem designated a permanent place for Israel to bring their offerings, where they 
could direct their hearts toward Him and develop reverence for Him.  At that location, 
their hearts soften and surrender to accept the complete kingdom of Heaven. 
Therefore, HaShem restricted the performance of acts of sacrifice to that place only, 
so that it would allow complete atonement for us.”

On this daf we learn that this issur (prohibition) lasts for generations — 
i.e., it was not specifically for the dor hamidbar (the generation 
of the desert); rather, no generation is permitted to offer 
sacrifices outside of the Beit HaMikdash.
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 Daf 119:  ם ְוָגלּות ִמְצַרִים" ַבּ רּוׁש ָהַרְשׁ  – ֵפּ
                 Rashbam's Commentary and the Egyptian Exile

In the Brit Bein HaBetarim covenant, God told Avraham Avinu: “Your descendants will 
certainly be strangers in a foreign land, where they will be enslaved and mistreated for 
four hundred years.” This statement was meant to refer to the enslavement in Egypt.

Rashbam explains that B’nai Yisrael actually spent only 210 years in Egypt. Yocheved 
Bat Levi was born immediately after B’nai Yisrael went down to Egypt. When Yocheved 
was 130 years old, she miraculously gave birth to Moshe Rabbeinu. When Moshe 
Rabbeinu was 80 years old, B’nai Yisrael left Egypt. That is how we know that B’nai 
Yisrael was in Egypt for 210 years. 

Rashbam adds that when Avraham Avinu was told his descendants would be enslaved 
for 400 years, it meant that four centuries would pass from the birth of Avraham’s son 
Yitzchak until the exodus from Egypt.

Who was Rashbam? Rabbi Shmuel Bar Meir. His mother’s name was Yocheved and she was 
Rashi’s daughter. We do not have access to Rashi’s commentary for most of Masechet Bava 
Batra.  Rashbam’s commentary is printed in its place on the inside of the page of Gemara.
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Daf 121: "יִטיב   – "ַהּטֹוב ְוַהֵמּ
                The One Who Is Good and Does Good

The Jews revolted against the Romans six decades after the destruction of the Beit 
HaMikdash. The revolt was popularly known as the “Bar Kochba Revolt,” so named 
because Shimon Bar Kochba led the rebellion. At first, the revolt was a success 
and, for three years, the Jews regained control over sections of Eretz Yisrael. But 
the revolt eventually failed and many Jews were killed.

Shimon Bar Kochba thought that an additional fortress city beyond 
Jerusalem would strengthen the country’s defenses. Therefore, he 
decided to transform the city of Beitar, situated close to Jerusalem 
in the area of Beit Lechem, into a fortress city. When the revolt 
failed, thousands of Beitar residents were killed. The Romans, 
in their wickedness, refused to allow the Jews to bury the dead, 
whose corpses remained laying in the fields for many years. 

After much time had passed, Chazal succeeded in bribing the Roman authorities to 
allow burial of the dead. Chazal maintained that a miracle was performed for those 
killed, in that despite the passage of time the bodies did not decay. After it was made 
possible to bury the dead of Beitar, Chazal composed the fourth bracha in Birkat 
HaMazon — “HaTov v’haMeitiv” (the One Who is good and does good). “HaTov”, in 
appreciation for the bodies that did not even smell after all that time in the field and 
“HaMeitiv,” in gratitude that those killed ultimately were given a proper burial.

This Week in 
Jewish History
••••••••••••••••••
The Six Day War

Daf 122: ת ָהָאֶרץ           Division of the Land – ֲחלּוַקּ

The Talmud describes how it was decided which portion each tribe would receive in 
the division of Eretz Yisrael. The Torah explains in Bamidbar 26:55-56 — “However, the 
land shall be divided by lot; according to the names of the tribes of their fathers they 
shall inherit. According to the lot shall their inheritance be divided between the many 
and the few.”

This was how the division of Eretz Yisrael into shvatim, tribal allotments, was 
conducted: “They took a ballot box and placed scraps of paper inside, on which 
they wrote down the various regional portions of Eretz Yisrael. Then they took 
another ballot box, and placed scraps of paper with the names of the tribes on it. 
Each time they took out two paper scraps — one from each ballot box — and the 
tribe whose name was pulled from the ballot box won the portion of land that was 
written on the second paper scrap. 

Presiding over the pulling of the ballots was Eliezer the Kohen, 
dressed in his priestly garb. Using the Urim v’Tumim (divining 
stones set in the breastplate of the Kohen Gadol), Eliezer 
prophesied each time as to what land assignments the ballot 
would provide. Here is an example of what he would say: 
“Zevulun is up — the area of Akko is up with him.” Immediately 
the ballots were pulled, and as it turned out, the area of Akko 
had been allotted for Zevulun.  The same process continued, 
for each and every tribe.

After a period of heightened tension 
between Israel and its Arab neighbors, Egypt 
participated in of many hostile acts against 
Israel. This included massing soldiers on 
Israel’s border, demanding that the UN 
leave the border with Israel, and calling for 
the destruction of Israel. Lastly, Egypt’s 
president closed the Straits of Tiran, Israel’s 
sole maritime shipping outlet to Asia. 

Israel turned to the UN and to the 
USA to break the Egyptian blockade, but 
neither body intervened. Left with no other 
choice, war erupted on Monday June 
5, 1967 when the IDF struck first and 
destroyed the Egyptian Air Force. The IDF 
advanced into Sinai, capturing the entire 
peninsula and the Gaza Strip. 

Israel asked Jordan’s King Hussein to 
stay out of the war but on second day of 
the war, Jordan began bombing Jerusalem 
and other targets. This resulted in the IDF 
crossing the Israeli-Jordanian armistice 
line of 1949, as well as eastern Jerusalem, 
which had been under Jordanian control 
since the establishment of Israel.

(Pictured right to left) Yitzhak Rabin, Moshe Dayan and 
Uzi Narkiss in the entrance to the old city.
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Daf 123:  ה הּוָנּ נֹות ְכּ ְתּ   Gifts of the Priesthood – ַמּ

One of the gifts of the kehuna (priesthood) is zroa, l’chayayim, and keiva (foreleg, 
cheeks and a portion of the stomach). The Torah commands anyone who ritually 
butchers a kosher animal to give the abovementioned portions of that animal to 
the kohen.

Some gifts to the kehuna are sanctified — for example, terumah is holy and only 
kohanim are permitted to eat it. However, the zroa, lechayayim and keiva are not 
sanctified. They are merely the property of kohanim. If the kohen chooses, he can 
sell these unsanctified portions to a Yisrael to eat. This mitzvah applies only to 
animals that are tahor (pure), i.e., bulls and sheep. However, one who butchers a 
non-domesticated animal, a ram, or gazelle, or a fallow deer is not obligated to 
present any parts of those animals to the kohen.

There is another distinction between the gift of zroa, lechayayim 
and keiva and terumah – it is forbidden to eat grain 
before terumah has been set aside from it. In contrast, 
there is no prohibition on eating part of an animal
from which the zroa, lechayayim and keiva 
have yet to be set aside for the kohen.

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

Daf 124: ל ַרב A Biography of Rav  – ּתֹוְלדֹות ַחָיּיו ֶשׁ

The Amora Shmuel had a friend named “Rav”. Rav’s given name was “Abba”. 
Rav descended from distinguished lineage, dating back to David HaMelech. In 
the Talmud, it is relayed that “Rav” was a very tall man. As such, he was given the 
nickname “Abba Arikha” (long or tall father).

When Rav was a teenager, he went up to Eretz Yisrael with his uncle, Rav Hiyya.  
Rav was privileged to study Torah in the yeshiva of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi (editor of 
the Mishnah), where he became one of the top students. About those days, Rabbi 
Yochanan reminisced: “Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi sat in front of the students and Rav 
sat in the front row and would speak directly with Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi about 
deep matters of Torah, which I was not able to understand.”

After a number of years, 
Rav returned to Babylonia 
and established the yeshiva 
in Sura. According to the 
account in the Talmud, 
Masechet Ketubot, there 
were more than 1,200 
students at the yeshiva in 
Sura. The yeshiva existed 
there for 800 years, until the 
end of the Geonic period.

(Left-to- right) Zion Karasanti, Yitzhak Yifat and Haim 
Oshri, IDF paratroopers at Jerusalem's Western Wall 

shortly after its capture. This famous picture taken by 
David Rubinger and uploaded from Israel's Knesset 

official website.

H

On Day 3 of the Six Day War, the 
IDF captured the Old City of Jerusalem 
and by the morning of Day 4, the IDF 
completely defeated the Jordanian 
army and all the land west of the Jordan 
River, including Ma’arat HaMachpelah 
(Cave of the Patriarchs) and Kever 
Rachel (Rachel’s Tomb) was now in 
Israeli hands.

Throughout the conflict, Syria 
continued to bomb northern Israel and on 
Day 5, Israeli troops began an assault on 
Syrian forces on the Golan Heights. The 
Heights were captured on Day 6.

The near miraculous success of 
the Six Day War transformed not only 
the geography of Israel, but also the 
mindset of Jewish people around the 
world. On Sunday June 11th 1967 the 
world woke up to a new reality. Israel 
was no longer viewed as a weak and 
vulnerable country, but rather as the 
strongest country in the Middle East. 

When the Six Day War ended, for 
the first time in almost 2000 years, all 
of Jerusalem was in Jewish hands.  
On Yom Yerushalayim, we celebrate 
Jerusalem, the city of our past, present 
and future. 
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 125: ָראּוי ּומּוְחָזק – 
                  Deserved and Maintained Assets
   

The sugiyot (Talmudic discussions) on the upcoming pages deal primarily 
with the laws of inheritance. According to Torah law, a bechor (firstborn) 
inherits a portion that is two times larger than that of the remaining 
brothers. Meaning, if there are four brothers, the inheritance is divided into 
five portions, of which the bechor takes two portions and the rest of the 
brothers each take one.

Is there a case in which the bechor would not take two portions of his 
father’s estate? Indeed there is such a possibility. It says in the Torah in 
Sefer Devarim 21:17 — “But he should acknowledge the firstborn … by 
giving him a double portion of all that he has...” From this verse we learn 
that the bechor is entitled to two portions of the assets possessed by the 
father at the time of his death; however, that is not the case concerning 
assets that came to the father after his death.

How is it possible for the father to receive assets after his death? One 
possibility is that someone owed the father money, and after his death the 
debt is repaid to the heirs. The bechor is not entitled to a double portion of 
this money. Assets in the father’s possession at the time of his death are 
called “muchzak” (maintained) by the Talmud, since the father has hold 
of them.  Assets that come to the estate after his death are called “ra’u’I” 
(deserved) since he deserved them coming into his possession.

The desert is the place in which the Jewish people 
take shape after its departure from Egypt, on their 
way to Eretz Yisrael. In this desert, Am Yisrael will 
receive the Torah. Many events will take place in this 
desert that will mold the character and identity of the 
nation. This desert is the one spoken of in the pasuk 
that opens this Sefer and parasha: “And God spoke 
to Moshe in the Sinai desert.” 

Regarding this desert, Midrash Rabbah says: “The 
Torah was given through three methods: Fire, water, 
and desert...” Chazal asked: “Why were these three 
things — fire, water, and desert — chosen to symbolize 
the giving of the Torah?” Midrash answers that each of 
these elements represents a different attribute required 
for the study and sustenance of Torah.

Fire symbolizes enthusiasm and dedication. 
Water, which always flows downward, symbolizes 
humility, sanity, and clarity of thought.
Desert symbolizes modesty and subsistence living.

These values and attributes are the conditions and 
foundation for the giving and receiving of the Torah.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1.  Which assets are known in the Talmud as “muchzak” 
and which assets are known as “ra’u’i”?

2.“However with the lot, we will divide the land”.  How was 
the tribal division of the Eretz Yisrael implemented?

חוכמת החכמים
     ַרִבי ֱאִליֶעֶזר אֹוֵמר: ְיִהי ְכבֹוד ֲחֵבְרָך 

     ָחִביב ָעֶליָך ְכֶשָלְך. )אבות ב:י(.

ִמּלֹון   
honor  – ְכבֹוד

 precious –  ָחִביב
fellow person/s –  ּזּוַלת

ָצִריְך  ִבְכָלל(  ַהּזּוַלת  )ְוֶשל  ֲחֵבְרָך/ְך  ֶשל  ְכבֹודֹו/ְכבֹוָדה  ֶהְסֵבר: 
ִלְהיֹות ֲחשּוב ְלָך/ְך  ְבִדּיּוק ְכמֹו ַהָכבֹוד ֶשְלָך/ְך. ְכלֹוַמר ִתְתַנֵהג  ֶאל 

ֲאֵחִרים ְכמֹו ֶשָהִייָת/ֶשָהִיית רֹוֶצה/רֹוָצה ֶשִּיְתַנֲהגּו ֵאֶליָך/ֵאָלִיְך.

 in general  – ִבְכָלל
exactly like  – ְבִדּיּוק ְכמֹו

meaning  – ְכלֹוַמר

 behave  – ִתְתַנֵהג
others  – ֲאֵחִרים


