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נסבין

חברייא

Translation

Explanation
Rabbi Yannai says that he does not 
recall from what moment it becomes 
prohibited to derive benefit from an 
Eglah Arufah (broken-necked heifer, 
done as an atonement act for an 
unsolved murder). However, his fellow 
scholars were inclined to say that the 
heifer becomes forbidden from the 
moment the animal goes down to the 
river with them (see Sefer Devarim 21:4).Daf 66: ן ֲחַנְנָיה ַע ֵבּ י ְיהֹוֻשׁ Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Chananiah – ַרִבּ

On this daf, we find several halachic positions recorded in the 
name of Rabbi Yehoshua ben Chananiah. Even before his 
birth, Rabbi Yehoshua’s mother prepared her son for a life 
of Torah study by regularly walking past the study hall while 
pregnant so that her unborn child could absorb the sound 

of Torah. He was a Levi who served as a choir member in the 
Second Beit HaMikdash shortly before it was destroyed. 

Rabbi Yehoshua was one of the leading disciples of Rabban Yochanan ben 
Zakkai and helped his teacher escape during the siege of Jerusalem. Rabbi 
Yehoshua had several unfortunate disagreements with Rabban 
Gamliel in which he was poorly treated, which precipitated 
the latter’s being ousted temporarily from the position of 
Nasi (Patriarch, President of the Sanhedrin). Rabbi 
Yehoshua was a well-respected leader of the people 
and a political moderate who, at one time, was able 
to convince the Jews not to rebel in response to 
Roman provocation. He was of humble means, 
who earned his livelihood as a blacksmith.
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      Daf 65: ּבֹור ְמׁשֹון ַהִגּ Samson, the Hero – ִשׁ

This daf mentions a 
story involving Shimshon 
HaGibor (Samson, the 
hero). Shimshon lived 
during the time of the 
Shoftim (judges) and 

himself was a judge. As a young man, Shimshon 
travelled to Timnat with his mother and father. 
When Shimshon arrived at a vineyard, a young 
lion suddenly came roaring toward him. God aided 
Shimshon, and as Sefer Shoftim 14:6 relates: “The 
spirit of God gripped him and he [Shimshon] tore 
him [the lion] asunder … with his bare hands.”  
Shimshon was so tremendously brave and strong 
that he was able to defeat the lion, without benefit of 

any weapon — with just his bare hands. As he was already known to be enormously 
brave, Shimshon did not even tell his father and mother what he had done.

... Nas'bin ........ were inclined 
                          (in their opinion)
... Chevraya ..... Colleagues, group of  
          scholars, friends
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Talmud Israeli
DAF YOMI FOR US

ARE YOU
 READY FOR A 
CHALLENGE?

 
Talmud Israeli is starting a new 
competitive club for your school 
for the 2018-2019 academic year! 
The TALMUD ISRAELI CHALLENGE 
will strengthen your students’ 
knowledge and understanding 
of the Talmud and modern Israel. 
Put your knowledge to the test.
Stay tuned for more information.  

Please contact us to join!
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Daf 67: ן יֹוֶלֶדת   – ָקְרַבּ
              A Woman’s Sacrifice Following Childbirth

In Temple days, a Galilean woman prayed for the birth 
of a child.  To her great joy, she soon discovered that 
she was indeed pregnant.  The woman vowed: “It is 
incumbent upon me to sacrifice one nest [i.e., one pair 

of bird offerings], if I give birth to a son”. And behold, 
when the time came, she gave birth to a healthy baby boy.  

When she went up to the Beit HaMikdash to offer the required korban, the kohen 
informed her that she was required to offer two nests — two pairs of turtledoves 
or pigeons.  The woman was stunned and replied: “I only vowed to offer one 
nest.” The kohen responded: “That is true. However, in addition to the nest you 
vowed to bring, you were already obligated – like every new mother -- to offer a 
sacrifice following your child’s birth, as a token of gratitude. Therefore, you are 
required to offer four birds as a korban.”

ע״ו/2016
ש

ת

Daf 68: ְבָעה קֹולֹות Seven Sounds – ִשׁ

On this daf, Rabbi Yehoshua said something that sounded like a riddle — “While 
alive, it makes one sound — once dead, it makes seven sounds.”  To what was 
Rabbi Yehoshua referring? Answer: sheep.  When a sheep is alive, it makes one 
sound — the bleats it utters. However, once the sheep has died, it is possible 
to fashion seven different musical instruments from it, and each one creates a 
different sound.  From the two horns, shofarot can be created; its two shinbones 
can be crafted into flutes; its skin can be molded into a drumhead; its large intestine 
can be made into harp strings and its small intestine turned into strings for a violin.

Test Run of the Emek Jezreel Train. 

תשע״ו/2016
JEZREEL VALLEY RAILWAY

REOPENED
In 1903, work began on a rail line 
from Haifa to the Syrian city of 
Da’ara, which could then connect 
to Damascus. Construction was 
completed in December 1906 
and the train ran through the 
Jezreel Valley through Bet Shean 
to what is today Hamat Hagader 
and then on to Damascus. The line 
was still in service in 1948 when 
the Israeli War of Independence 
brought its use to an end. 

The line was narrow-gauge 
making it incompatible with the 
rest of the Israeli rail system. Over 
the years, many plans were discussed 
to rebuild the line to connect Haifa with 
the Jezreel Valley. Work on the line finally 
began in 2012 and in 2016, service 
between Haifa and Bet Shean became 
available. With some modifications along 
the way, the rail line today follows most 
of the same route as that of the original 
Ottoman railroad.  The rebuilding of the 
line is part of the large-scale expansion 
of  Israel’s railroads, which includes a new 
line to Carmiel in the north, a new line to 
Sederot in the south and new commuter 
lines in the metropolitan Tel Aviv area.
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Daf 70: ֶעְגָלה ֲערוָּפה – Broken-Necked Heifer

The seventh perek (chapter) of Zevachim ends on this daf. The final halacha written in 
this perek deals with the laws regarding an “Eglah Arufah”.

What is an “Eglah Arufah”? The Torah states that if a person is found dead between 
two cities, and it is unknown who killed the intercity traveller — the elders of the High 
Court go out to the place where the murder victim was found and measure distances 
to determine which city is closest to his final location. After that, they bring a heifer 
down alongside the nearest river to an uncultivated patch of territory. 

The elders of the nearest city make a solemn declaration that they are not guilty of 
shedding innocent blood and that they have no knowledge of how the murder victim 
met his end. They beseech Hashem to provide atonement and ask that the nation 
not be held accountable for the sin committed by the 
unknown assailant. They then break the heifer’s neck 
and bury its carcass. 

It is prohibited to derive any benefit from an “Eglah Arufah,” 
even after it is buried.

Made In Israel

Plasan Sasa
Founded: 1985

In 1949, immigrants from Hashomer 
Hatzair founded Kibbutz Sasa, 
located Israel’s northern border.  A 
small factory was opened at the 
kibbutz to produce plastic products 
in 1985 and four years later, Plasan 
Sasa began producing protective 
vests for soldiers. The IDF became 
the first customers of the new line of 
products.

The company soon expanded its 
line to include protective shielding 
for vehicles.  By the end of the 
1990s, the company realized that 
they had exhausted the local market 
and began working to expand their 
export sales. Plasan Sasa began 
working with a number of large 
vehicle integrators, eventually 
selling aftermarket products to 
fortify vehicles. The US invasion of 
Iraq represented a turning point for 
the company when it received an 
order of $1.1 billion from the US 
Army. Plasan Sasa products are 
considered by many experts to be 
the best in the world. 

Thank you Israeli developers 
for keeping soldiers safe around 
the world!

        Daf 69: ַקל ָוחֹוֶמר –  The Interpretive Principle, “Kal Va’Chomer”

An incident involving Miriam the prophetess 
is one of the Torah sources through which we 
learn the principle of “Kal Va’Chomer”— (or “a 
fortiori” in Latin, meaning “from the stronger 
case”) an extrapolation from a specific premise 
to a wider, more inclusive one.

After Miriam spoke Lashon Hara (gossip) about 
Moshe Rabbeinu, God punished her with the 

skin affliction of tza’ra’at. When Moshe prayed to God to heal his sister Miriam, God 
said to Moshe: If her father had been mad at her, she would be embarrassed and 
need to hide from him for seven days. Kal Va’Chomer (all the more so), in this case, 
where God is angry with her. For that reason, she will remain afflicted with tza’ra’at, 
and stay outside of the camp for seven days. Only then will she be permitted to return 
and rejoin the people.

Presumably, if God were indeed angry with her, wouldn’t it make sense for Miriam 
to stay away from society for an even longer period of time than had she merely 
offended her human father? It would seem that more than seven days of isolation 
are justified.  Nevertheless, God said Miriam would be afflicted with tza’ra’at for just 
seven days. From this judgment, we learn an important principle regarding the Kal 
Va’Chomer method of interpretation: “Da’yo la’ba min ha’din l’hi’yot ka’nidon” (It is 
sufficient for the conclusion that emerges from a Kal Va’Chomer inference to be the 
same as its source). Meaning, the conclusion learned from a Kal Va’Chomer source 
is never more severe than the case from which the ruling is inferred. For that reason, 
Miriam withdrew from society for just seven days.

Plasan Sand Cat armored vehicle based on a shortened 
Ford F350 platform. Designed by Nir Kahn. Photo Source: 

Wikipedia.
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

The Parah Adumah (Red Heifer) has 
always been a rare, hard-to-find animal. 
The Gemara teaches that our Sages 
went to a non-Jew who possessed 
a rare stone that was missing in the 
Choshen (sacred Priestly breastplate) 
and offered him a large amount of 
money in exchange for the precious 
stone. The non-Jew refused to give the 
sages the stone, because the key to the 
treasure chest containing the desired 
gem lay under the pillow of his sleeping 
father.  One year later, God performed 
a miracle for that non-Jew and a Parah 
Adumah was born into his flock. Our 
sages returned to the non-Jew and in 
exchange for the Parah Adumah they 
paid him the large sum they previously 
had agreed to pay for the precious 
stone the non-Jew had refused to sell.

Why did the non-Jew merit receiving a 
Parah Adumah as a reward for honoring 
his parents? The non-Jew gave up a 
significant sum of money to fulfill the 
mitzvah of Kibbud Av v’Em (honoring 
one’s parents), a mitzvah whose 
importance every person understands. 
However, through this story, our Sages 
wanted to teach us that Am Yisrael 
was prepared to give up the same 
significant amount of money to fulfill a 
mitzvah they do not understand — i.e., 
the mitzvah of the Parah Adumah. 

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What is the meaning of the expression 
 “Da’yo la’ba min ha’din l’hi’yot ka’nidon?”
2. What is an “Eglah Arufah”?
3. What is the “Shor HaNiskal”?

 Daf 71: סוִּלים נֹות ְפּ Invalid Offerings – ָקְרָבּ

The first halacha in the eighth chapter of Masechet Zevachim, titled “Kol HaZevachim” 
(All the Offerings), deals with the possibility that a number of korbanot (offerings) 
could become p’sulim (invalid) in an instant.

The Mishnah states: “All of the Zevachim (offerings) that were intermingled [with 
animals from which it is forbidden to derive benefit — e.g., Chata’ot Meitot (Sin 
Offerings that had been left to die), or with a Shor HaNiskal (an ox that was sentenced 
to be stoned), [even if the ratio is] one in ten thousand, [deriving any benefit from 
these otherwise kosher, pure animals is prohibited and] they all must die.”

What is an example of “Chata’ot Meitot”? A Korban Chatat (Sin Offering) whose 
owners died. It was prohibited to offer this animal as a korban, since the owner, was 
no longer able to repent for his transgressions.

What is an example of a Shor HaNiskal? An 
ox that gored a person to death, and as a 
result, was sentenced to stoning by a Beit 

Din (court). It is prohibited to offer such an ox 
as a korban.

If an animal of the above two categories becomes 
intermingled with a herd of oxen dedicated as korbanot 

— all of those oxen are no longer suitable to serve as 
korbanot, since it is impossible to determine which oxen 
are p’sulim and which oxen are kosher. 


