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Explanation
The case of a person who has repaid part 
of a debt: Rabbi Yehudah says the lender 
must tear up the shtar chov and write a new 
one for the balance of the debt. Rabbi Yossi 
says there is no need to destroy the shtar 
chov but only to give the loveh a receipt 
stating that part of the debt was repaid. 
Rabbi Yehudah said if that Rabbi Yossi’s 
opinion is followed, then the loveh will 
need to continually ‘guard his receipt from 
the mice’ (as mice eat paper and could 
destroy a receipt). If the receipt gets lost, 
the malveh will be able to claim the full sum 
of the debt and the loveh will not have proof 
that part has been paid.

... Plugtah/Machloket  ... Disagreement
 ... Eepcha  .................... The opposite

 פלוגתא
איפכא

Translation

Daf 169: "ַאְחָריּות ְנָכִסים" – “Guarantee on Assets”

Reuven borrowed money from Shimon. They wrote a shtar chov 
(promissory note) in front of witnesses, stating: “I, Reuven, borrowed 
$1,000 from Shimon” and the witnesses signed the bottom of the 
shtar. If Reuven does not have enough money to repay the loan, 

Shimon is permitted to collect his repayment from one of Reuven’s 
assets — even if Reuven had already sold that asset to someone else. In such a 
case, Shimon approaches the koneh (buyer) and says, “I’m really sorry! I have a 
previous claim on this asset and you need to turn it over to me (this is on condition 
that the borrower has no other assets.) Then the koneh (buyer) must go to Reuven 
and say: “Shimon took my land because of you. You need to give back my money.”

Is the koneh correct? This matter is typically included in the bill of sale under the 
term “achrayut nechasim” (guarantee on assets), meaning, that the mocher takes on 
the responsibility to return the koneh’s payment for the land, should it be seized as a 
repayment. What would the ruling be if achrayut nechasim had not been written into 
the bill of sale? The Tannaim disagreed about this issue: Rabbi Yehudah believed 
that Reuven had certainly intended to include the provision and the sofer simply 
forgot to write that in the bill of sale. Therefore, the achrayut nechasim holds true. 
Rabbi Meir disagreed and asserted that if the achrayut nechasim is not written then 
it does not obtain and the buyer loses.
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 Daf 168:  ָטרֹות Laws Regarding Documents – ִדיֵני ְשׁ

The sugiyot on the following dapim continue to deal with laws of shtarot (documents). 
In the past, sofrim (scribes) were asked to write loan documents. In the Mishnah, 
we learn the laws that apply in a case where only the malveh (lender) or only the 
loveh (borrower) ask the scribe to write a shtar.

May a sofer write a loan without having both of the involved 
parties in his presence? It is forbidden for the malveh to 
ask the sofer write a shtar saying that Ploni (so-and-so) 
owes him money since it could serve as testimony on his 
own behalf and claim that a loan had taken place when it in 
truth, had not. However, if the loveh asks that a document 

be written, the sofer is permitted to do so. The loveh might want to have a shtar 
in hand when s/he borrows money and thus is able to give the malveh a shtar 
hal’va’ah (loan document) without any delay.

The same is true for sheetrei kinyan (bills of acquisition). One may write a shtar for 
the mocher (seller) without the consent of the koneh (buyer), since the shtar is for 
the benefit of the koneh and having the shtar in the hands of the mocher does not 
hurt the koneh.
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Daf 170:  ל ֵחֶלק ִמן ַהחֹוב ָרעֹון ֶשׁ  – ֵפּ
                  Partial Payment of a Debt

The Mishnah on this daf deals with a borrower who, at the moment, 
is able to return only a portion of his debt. For example, s/he 
borrowed $1,000.  S/he would like to return $600 now and 
the remainder at a later date. This poses a problem, since on 
one hand, the malveh (lender) does not want to tear up the 

shtar hal’va’ah (loan document). S/he needs it as evidence of 
the remaining debt. On the other hand, the loveh (borrower) would 

not agree for the shtar to remain in the hands of the loveh  as is, since it says s/he 
owes $1,000 and now the remaining debt is only $400.

The Tannaim disagreed about this matter. Rabbi Yehudah asserted that the malveh 
must consent to tear up the shtar chov  (promissory note) and write a new one in 
its place for $400. Rabbi Yossi says: The loveh  writes a receipt to the borrower 
for the $600 paid. Of course, the loveh would prefer that a new shtar be written 
— because if the receipt gets lost, the malveh could sue for payment of the entire 
sum on the original shtar. Voiding the original shtar and writing a new one would 
eliminate this concern for the loveh. Rabbi Yossi based his opinion on the fact that 
if a receipt was written for the borrower, s/he would act more quickly to pay the 
remaining debt for fear of losing the receipt.

Made In Jerusalem

Daf 171: ָטר ַהַהְלָוָאה ְשׁ גּוי ִבּ ֲאִריְך ָשׁ  – ַתּ
                 Incorrect Date on Loan Document       

When a shtar chov (promissory note) is written, the date of a loan is noted 
because the loan mortgages the loveh’s assets for the benefit of the malveh, 
and from that point on. If the loveh sells a property, there is a possibility that the 
malveh will take it from the koneh to collect on the debt. We must know what 
date the she’abud (lien) began, so that land sold before the she’abud took effect 
is not taken.

What is the ruling if an incorrect date was written in the shtar? If the date 
recorded is before the date the loan actually took place, then the shtar is pasul 
(invalid). However, if the date written in the shtar is after the date the actual loan 
took place, there is no problem. The only one who could suffer a loss from this 
error is the malveh, and if s/he does not mind writing such a shtar — there is no 
reason not to use it.

ModLi
Founded by: Nava Brief Fried 
         & Yehoshua Fried, 2015

Finding “modest” clothing can often be a 
challenge and sometimes very expensive 
as well. ModLi is a Jerusalem-based 
online modest clothing marketplace for 
women and teens. In an interview with 
an online blog, ModLi founder Nava 
Brief Fried said, “Modesty is a value, a 
lifestyle, that can be conveyed by the 
way one dresses. We don’t measure 
centimeters, preferring to see the whole 
outfit, and how it reflects on the person 
who wears it.”

What makes the site special is that 
there are 25 designers from around 
the world showcasing their clothing 
on ModLi. Users can search for stylish 
clothing based on different parameters 
such as neckline, skirt length and 
price. While we often associate 
modest clothing with Jewish wearers, 
people of many different religions 
and cultures all over the world are 
consumers at ModLi. 

Thank you Israeli fashionistas 
for giving us a new way to find such 
special clothing!

Website Landing page top.
Photo source: modli.com
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The Israel Museum 
Located in the Givat Ram 
neighborhood of Jerusalem, the 
Israel Museum is near the Knesset 
and The Hebrew University. The 
museum was founded in 1965 and 
is Israel’s largest cultural institution. 
Jerusalem’s mayor of 28 years, 
Teddy Kollek, was the driving force 
in the founding of a national museum 
for the State of Israel. 

Nearly 500,000 objects belong to 
the Israel Museum. Its most famous 
building is called The Shrine of the 
Book, which houses the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. Next to the Shrine is a model 
of Jerusalem before the destruction 
by the Romans. Other well-known 
sections include the Billy Rose 
Art Garden, the Fine Arts section 
containing European, Modern and 
Israeli art, the Archeological section 
and Jewish Arts and Life section. 

An extensive renovation of the 
Museum was completed in 2010. More 
than 100,000 Israeli students receive art 
education in the Museum each year. The 
museum also operates the Rockefeller 
Archaeological Museum, which 
opened in 1938 and has an extensive 
archeological collection, and the Ticho 
House, dedicated to spotlighting 
younger artists.  Over 1 million people 
visit the Israel Museum annually.

Daf 173:  ְטֵרי חֹוב Promissory Notes – ִשׁ

The Mishnah tells the story of a man on his deathbed, who called for his son and 
said to him: “Over the years, I lent money to many people and I have sheetrei 
chov (promissory notes) testifying to that fact. But, in one case, the borrower 
repaid the debt and trusted me not to sue him for payment by means of the shtar. 
Unfortunately, I no longer remember which borrower that was.” After the father 
died, the son approached the Beit Din where he was told he could not be repaid 
using any of the sheetrei chov his father left him, since any one of them could be 
the shtar that had already been repaid.

With this, the possibility still exists that the son will be able to collect some of the 
debts. How can this be? In the Mishnah it states that if the son finds two sheetrei 
chov from the same individual, the son can certainly collect one of them, since that 
individual certainly owes money for at least one loan.

Shrine of the Book Pavilion, exhibit showcasing 
the Dead Sea Scrolls; Israel Museum, Jerusalem. 
Photo Source: Wikipedia/Lauren "Loly" Wienhold.

Daf 172: ם ִלי ֵשׁ ָטר ְבּ Document Without a Name – ְשׁ

Usually, a shtar chov (promissory note) is written with the name of the malveh 
(lender) so it is known to whom the money is owed. There was an incident where 
the following was written in the shtar chov: “I, Reuven, borrowed $100 from you.” 
Rav Huna said that the shtar chov could not be used. Because when the owner of 
the shtar presents it for payment, Reuven could say: “I wrote this shtar to someone 
else. I have not been obligated to you for anything, ever.” 

In contrast, there are Amoraim who believe that whoever possesses the shtar is 
permitted to collect the debt from Reuven. What is the source of the machloket 
(disagreement)? The Talmud explains that the root of the disagreement is whether 
there is concern that if the malveh loses the shtar someone else will find it. Some 
Amoraim were concerned about this problem. Therefore, they disallowed debt 
collection on the basis of that document, lest the possessor not be the malveh, but 
rather some random person who happened to find the shtar. Other Amoraim were 
not concerned about this possibility and declared the shtar valid for purposes of 
debt collection.
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 174: ַעְרבּות ַעל ַהְלָוָאה – Loan Guarantee
   

An “arev” (guarantor) is a person who is prepared to repay the debt of a 
loveh (borrower) to a malveh (lender), in the event that the loveh is not able 
to repay the loan. In such a case, the lender approaches the guarantor 
and asked him/her to repay the loan for which s/he had previously taken 
responsibility. On this daf, Rav Huna states that if one says to a potential 
creditor: “Lend money to him and I will be his guarantor,” or “Lend 
money to him and I will repay the debt,” or “Lend money to him and I am 

obligated to repay the debt,” or “Lend money to 
him and I will give the money back to you” — all 
these statements constitute a guarantee. Thus, if a 

person says these words s/he has accepted the 
responsibility of guaranteeing the loan and is 

obligated to return the money to the malveh 
if the loveh is unable to do so.

Before his death, Moshe asked God to appoint a 
new leader for B’nai Yisrael to lead the nation after 
his death: “Let HaShem, God of the spirits of all 
living things, appoint a man over the community…”

Chazal asked: What is the meaning of the expression 
“God of the spirits?” Rashi answers: “Moshe said 
— Sovereign of the Universe, the thoughts of each 
and every person are revealed and known to You, 
and one does not resemble the other. Appoint a 
leader over them who is able to tolerate each and 
every one and their different opinions.” According 
to Rashi, the expression “God of the spirits” means 
the leader needs to know that every one of the 
people he is leading has their own character, ideas, 
personality and individual manner that is different 
from their fellow. A leader must be able to tolerate 
and serve not just a portion of the nation — the 
ones whose ideas are closest to his -- but the entire 
nation and all of the ‘spirits that blow’ within the 
people. That is what Moshe asked of God — i.e., to 
find a man who would succeed in leading all of the 
shvatim (tribes), despite the differences between 
them and between the individual people.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. What is the ruling regarding a shtar halva’ah  on which 
an incorrect date was recorded?

2. What is the root of the machloket between Rav Huna and 
the Amoraim  in the case of the shtar  with no signature?

3. What is done with a shtar hal’va’ah in the case when a 
loveh  wants to repay only a portion of the debt?

חוכמת החכמים

 ֶבן ַעַזאי אֹוֵמר: ַאל ְתִהי ָבז ְלָכל ָאָדם, 
 ְוַאל ְתִהי ַמְפִליג ְלָכל ָדָבר.  )אבות ד:ג(.

ִמּלֹון  
Do not – ַאל

  Belittle, denigrate – ָבז
 Shun, exaggerate –  ַמְפִליג

Degrade– ְתַזְלֵזל

ֶהְסֵבר: ַאל ְתַזְלֵזל ְבׁשּום ָאָדם אֹו ְבָדָבר, ִמְפֵני ֶׁשֵאין ׁשּום 
ָדָבר ָבעֹוָלם ֶׁשִנְבָרא ְלַבָטָלה.

Any – ׁשּום
There is nothing – ֵאין ׁשּום ָדָבר

Created – ִנְבָרא
In vain, without purpose – ְלַבָטָלה


