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&R Daf 53: SUKKOT IN THE BEIT HAMIKDASH

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Hananya described what took place at the Beit
HaMikdash during Sukkot: “On Sukkot we hardly slept. Early in the
morning, we would enter the Beit HaMikdash to watch as they sacrificed
the Korban Tamid (daily morning offering). After that, we recited Shacharit
prayers, and then watched the sacrifice of the Korbanot Musaf (Additional
Offerings). After that, we recited the Musaf prayers and from there we
would proceed to the Beit Midrash to study Torah.

Then, we went to eat and drink [in the sukkah], in celebration of the
holiday. Next, we conducted the Mincha service, and
sacrificed the Korban Tamid Shel Bein Ha’arba’im (daily
afternoon offering). From that time forward, we danced
and rejoiced at the Simchat Beit HaShoevah (Celebration
of the Water Drawing), all night, until the morning.”

So, when did they sleep? The Talmud recounts and
describes that during the dancing at the Simchat Beit
HaShoevah celebrants would occasionally place their
head on the shoulders of the man who danced next to
them, so they could able to doze off for a bit.
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KQ Daf 54: SOUNDING or Tse TRUMPETS i The BEIT HAMIKDASH 1Pt n°33 nigepm =773 97

It was a special mitzvah to sound trumpets when the Musaf Korbanot
(additional offerings) were sacrificed in the Beit HaMikdash on
Shabbat, Festivals, and Rosh Chodesh. Even when they sacrificed the
Korban Tamid (perpetual daily sacrifice), trumpet blasts were sounded, as
well as when they recited Shir shel Yom (Song for the Day). Also, trumpets
were sounded when they opened the gates of the Beit HaMikdash.

On Shabbat eve, they would sound trumpets in the Beit HaMikdash a
few more times. Why? The first blast was a reminder that the time had come
to finish the work in the fields, to close the shops, and to arrange cooked
dishes, in honor of the holy Shabbat.

Trumpets were sounded once again, near
the onset of Shabbat to announce and inform
that Shabbat Kodesh was near and that it was
prohibited to do melachot (39 types of prohibited
labor). On Sukkot, they used to also sound
trumpets when they went out to draw water to
fulfill the mitzvah of the Nisuch haMayim (water
libation). They returned with the water, while
singing at the gates of the Beit HaMikdash.
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Seder Moed | Sukkah 55-56

K3 Daf 55: OFFERING OF 70 BULLS ON SUKKOT

Over the course of the 7 days of Sukkot, 70 bulls were sacrificed in
the Beit HaMikdash. On the first day — 13 bulls; on the second day
— 12 bulls; on the third day — 11 bulls; on the fourth day — 10 bulls;
on the fifth day — 9 bulls; on the sixth day — 8 bulls; on the seventh
day — 7 bulls. In total, 70 bulls were offered to atone for the sins of the
70 nations of the world. On Shemini Atzeret
(Simchat Torah), the day after Sukkot, only
one bull - corresponding to Am Yisrael --
was sacrificed.

The Talmud cites a parable on this matter:
Once, a king said to his servant: “Prepare for
me a great feast, with many participants.”
Then later, he said to his good friend: “Let’s
have an intimate dinner, just me and you,
and we will rejoice together.” Likewise, God
said to Am Yisrael, offer just one bull [after
the long Sukkot holiday], for B’nei Yisrael alone.

K2 Daf 56: THE WINDOWS IN WHICH THEY PLACED KNIVES
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On this last daf of Masechet Sukkah, we learn, among other
things, that Moshe Rabbeinu divided the kohanim into mishmarot
(shifts, watches) and that each mishmar served one week in the
Beit HaMikdash. The Mishnah also relates that there were many niches
in the wall of the Beit HaMikdash, and that each mishmar received one
niche, in which to store their spare vessels (e.g., the sharp knives), used
to perform shechitah on the korbanot. The knives had to be guarded so
that they would not be damaged or contaminated. The Mishnah adds and
recounts that the chachamim penalized one mishmar and sealed their
niche, rendering it non-functional. As a result, they had to ask permission
from another mishmar in order to store knives in their niches.

Why were these kohanim penalized? Because one of
the mishmar’s members had a daughter named Miriam,
who once denigrated the mizbe’ach (altar) and humiliated

it. The chachamim said if the daughter of a kohen behaves with such
chutzpah and contempt toward the Beit HaMikdash, she undoubtedly
saw her father disrespect the honor of the Beit HaMikdash. Therefore,
the entire mishmar was penalized for accepting such a kohen to serve
together with them.
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K} Daf 22 MASECHET “BEITZAH"

Why was this Talmudic volume named “Masechet Beitzah”
(Tractate “Egg”)? This Masechet receives its name from its
first mishnah, which teaches the halachah regarding an egg
laid during a festival. The mishnah stipulates when such an egg
would be permissible to eat, and when it would be prohibited.
Masechet Beitzah contains many laws associated with Yom Tov.
It is interesting to note there were rishonim (11th—15th century
rabbinic commentators) who called this tractate “Masechet Yo
Tov,” e.g., just as the masechet that deals with Shabbat laws is
named “Masechet Shabbat.”

There are six Yamim Tovim (festivals) during the year — i.e.,
the initial day of Pesach; the last day of Pesach; Shavuot;
Rosh HaShanah; the initial day of Sukkot; and the eighth day
of Sukkot (Shemini Atzeret). During the time when B’nei Yisrael
were in the midbar (wilderness), when manna came down from
heaven, the manna did not descend on Yo Tov just as it did not
descend on Shabbat. Rather, an extra portion was made available
on Erev Yom Tov, similar to what happened on Erev Shabbat.

In Masechet Beitzah, we learn about the differences between
Shabbat and Yom Tov — more specifically, which actions
though prohibited on Shabbat are nonetheless permissible
on Yom Tov.

K2 Daf 3: “MUKTZEH,” SET ASIDE
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The word “muktzeh” comes from the word “katzeh” (edge),
referring to items that should be put aside so as not to do
melachah (labor) prohibited on Shabbat and Yom Tov. These
are items people do not think about. For instance, dirt and
rocks are “muktzeh” because no one generally thinks about
using these items and, as a result, they remain sitting on the
side. The chachamim prohibited handling any item designated
as muktzeh on Shabbat or Yom Tov.

Why did the chachamim promulgate the “muktzeh” rule?
In Hilchot Shabbat, Rambam explains that if people
were to pick up hammers, screwdrivers, and other
“muktzeh” items, they might unwittingly transgress
by accidentally use them to perform labors, such
as, building or fixing a broken chair. Accordingly, the
chachamim ordained that on Shabbat and Yom Tov it
is prohibited to even pick up items that are “muktzeh.”
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k) Daf 4: VISIT TO THE CHICKEN COOP
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Ariel went with his family to visit his uncles in the village for Sukkot. On
the first day, after the holiday feast, Ariel hiked with his cousin Yisrael
to see the chicken coop. Yisrael said to Ariel, “Do you recall when
you once stayed with us on Shabbat and my father told you it was
prohibited to move a chicken because it is muktzeh? Remember?”

Ariel answered, “Sure. Your father explained that it is forbidden to use
the chickens on Shabbat because it is prohibited to perform shechitah
on Shabbat. Therefore, the chickens are ‘muktzeh’ and prohibited to
move.” Yisrael said to him, “Well, today it is permissible to hold the
chickens. Today is Yom Tov, and on Yom Tov it is permissible to
perform shechitah to obtain food. Therefore, our chickens are not
muktzeh as they are like food because it is possible to utilize them.”

Ariel thought and thought and then finally said: “But
even on Yom Tov it is prohibited to move a
chicken kept for egg laying purposes,
because you have no intention for that
chicken to undergo shechitah.” “That is
correct,” Yisrael replied, “This is indeed
what is taught in Masechet Beitzah.”

D’VAR TORAH: PARASHAT NITZAVIM
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The phrase in the verse in Parashat Nitzavim — “Hanistarot I’Hashem
Elokeynu” (the “hidden” is in God’s domain) is generally invoked to explain
matters for which there is no apparent explanation — as a solution to a
question that has no answer. However, by departing from the p’shat
(simple explanation) or literal meaning, the aforementioned phrase can be
understood to mean that in contrast to human beings, who understand
each other according to our actions and external behavior, God sees the
invisible and knows what is hidden in the heart of every human. God does
not examine and judge a person only according to what we outwardly
reveal. Rather, God looks inward to our hidden heart and examines our
intentions. Hence, for that reason, the Torah states that the hidden part of
the heart is “to Hashem, our God”.
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