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בטילה
 הדור

Translation

Explanation
If the nations gave up their Avodah Zarah 
(idol worship) as a consequence of war, 
and could have in mind to return to those 
practices later on — they are not considered 
to have abandoned their idol worship. 
Therefore, it remains prohibited to derive 
benefit from them — which was the case in 
Joshua’s war against the nations of Canaan.

Daf 49:  ֲהָנָאה ִמֵיּין ֶנֶסְך –  Benefitting From Wine Of Non-Jews

A man approached Rav Hisda with a 
question: He possessed a large quantity 
of kosher wine, and a troubling mistake 
occurred: Some yayn nesech (wine used 
for idolatry) was mixed in with his kosher 
wine. What must be done?

Rav Hisda told him: If you sell all of the 
wine to a non-Jew, you would be gaining 
benefit from the yayn nesech that is mixed 
in. Therefore, I suggest that you throw 4 
zuzim (coins) into the river, which is an 
amount equal to the value of the yayin 
nesech. Then, you can sell all of that wine 
to a non-Jew, without profiting at all from 
the yayn nesech.
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      Daf 48:  ?ת ֶשׁ ֵרז ַרב ֵשׁ   – ַמּדּוַע ִהְזָדּ
   Why Did Rav Sheshet Hurry?

The Amora Rav Sheshet was 
blind.  He had an attendant 
whose job it was to guide 
him from place to place. One 
day, Rav Sheshet said to his 
attendant: “When we arrive at 
the point under a certain tree, 
help me run past it quickly.” 

Why did Rav Sheshet want to 
rush? At the spot in question, a 

tree had been planted for the purpose of idol worship and its branches cast shade 
over the street. Since it is prohibited to derive benefit from Avodah Zarah, it was 
prohibited to walk under the tree. In such circumstances, if there was no other way 
for a person to reach their destination other than passing under the tree, and the 
traveler had no intention of benefiting from the shade, it would be permissible to walk 
past the tree. However, an important individual, like a talmid chacham, is required 
to pass under such a tree as quickly as possible, so that no one misunderstands 
and thinks he is enjoying shade associated with idolatry. That is why Rav Sheshet 
instructed his attendant to help him run, when it would have been permissible for 
others to walk at a normal pace.

.... Be’tay’lah ... Voided, revoked

.... Hadur...... Returned [to it]
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ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is an innovative 
educational program that began in 
Israel and quickly earned widespread 
support and approval from Israel’s 
Ministry of Education. Talmud Israeli 
combines the study of Talmud with 
Torah, modern Jewish history and 
Israeli history. We strive to grant 
learners tools that strengthen Jewish 
identity and connections to Israel and 
the Jewish people. Talmud Israeli 
brings the teachings of our sages to 
learners of all ages. As we approach 
the 70th anniversary of Israel’s 
independence, Talmud Israeli has 
added a featured section that gives 
readers a comprehensive picture of 
Israel’s history. Please contact us to 
sign up for Talmud Israeli for your 

school or synagogue!
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Daf 51: ְעָיא י אֹוַשׁ ת של ַרִבּ ֶשׁ ה ַהְמַרֶגּ ִגיָשׁ   – ַהְפּ
                The Touching Meeting Of Rabbi Oshaya

The Talmud recounts a heartwarming story from Rabbi Oshaya’s youth.

After Rabbi Oshaya was born, his father, Rabbi Hama Ben Bissa, left home for 
twelve years to learn Torah. When Rabbi Hama returned to his city after a lengthy 
absence, he did not go directly to his house, so as not to alarm his family and 
shock them with his surprise return. Instead, he went to the city’s Beit Midrash, sat 
down in front of a young boy, and began to ask him questions about the passage 
he was studying. Rabbi Hama saw that the boy excelled in Torah study. He deeply 

regretted having been away from home for so many 
years, thinking — “Who knows? It is possible that 
had I stayed here all those years and studied with 
my son, he might also have been able to study so 
exceptionally.”

After that, Rabbi Hama went home, and there he 
met … the boy from the Beit Midrash! It turned out 
that that gifted student was his son (according to 
the Talmud Masechet Ketubot, Daf 62).

 

תשמ״ח/1988
Launch of the 

First Israeli Satellite,
OFEK 1

Ofek 1 was the first Israeli satellite 
to be launched into space, and 
the first in the series of “Ofek” 
satellites (There have been 11 
Ofek satellites in total). Ofek was 
developed and built in Israel, and 
was launched on September 19, 
1988. The launch proved Israel’s 
ability to enter the space age, and 
made Israel the eighth country to 
independently launch a satellite of 
its own construction. The Ofek 1 
satellite weighed 156 kilograms. 
It remained active for 118 days, 
as it circled around Earth at 
low altitude, completing one 
full rotation every 90 minutes or so. The 
satellites in the Ofek series are considered 
to be the most technologically advanced, 
and mainly serve Israel in gathering 
intelligence about distant targets — such 
as Iran’s nuclear programs and military 
facilities in the Syrian desert. In honor of 
the successful launch, the Israel Coins 
and Medals Corporation issued a special 
commemorative medal.

Israeli History
שנה למדינת ישראל ISRAEL@

70

Daf 50: ל ֲעבֹוָדה ָזָרה  Sidewalks – ִמְדָרכֹות ֵמֲאָבִנים ֶשׁ
              Made from the Stones of Idol Worshippers

The palace of King Yannai, who ruled 
during the time of the Second Beit 
HaMikdash, was destroyed. A group of 
pagans came to the rubble and dedicated 
a pile stones to Avodah Zarah.  Later, a 
different group of heathens arrived who 
worshipped items other than stones.  They 
took apart the stone structure dedicated 
to Avodah Zarah and repurposed those 
stones to pave the streets and sidewalks.

There were Chachamim who abstained from walking on those sidewalks, 
because the stones had been used previously for the sake of Avodah Zarah. 
Rabbi Yochanan said: It is permissible to walk on those stones, as even Rabbi 
Menachem, known as “Son of the Holy People,” would walk on them.

How did Rabbi Menachem get his nickname? Rabbi Menachem was holy, and 
so was his father, Rabbi Simai. Rabbi Menachem was on such a high level and 
so righteous that he would not even look at the form of a coin, as he felt that 
looking at money might disturb his service of HaShem.

Sharansky with President Ronald Reagan 
(1986). Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 53:  ל ִנְמרֹוד Nimrod’s Temple  – ִמְגַדּ

The generation of the tower of Babel built that structure in order to rebel against 
God. On this daf, we are taught that it is permissible to benefit from “Beit Nimrod,” 
the house of Nimrod, despite its once having been a place of idolatry.  [Nimrod was 
king during the Tower of Babel episode.] The reason permission was granted to 
benefit from the site was because idolaters had left and willingly abandoned their 
practice of Avodah Zarah. As a result, the site’s prohibited status was revoked and it 
was no longer considered a place of Avodah Zarah.

Rashi explains that “Beit Nimrod” was another name for the tower of Babel and 
that the people of that generation left the tower when God mixed together their 
languages and spread them out across the earth. In hindsight, one might ask if 
those people really left of their own free will, or if God forced them to leave by 
spreading them out across the earth?  Answer: Although God spread the people 
across the earth, they nonetheless had the ability to 
return to that place and continue to 
build it up. Since they decided to 
stop, it is considered as if they left 
of their own accord — which is why 
the tower was no longer considered a 
site of Avodah Zarah.

      Daf 52:  ֵאינֹו ָהגּון ָיּן ֶשׁ ֲעִמיד ַדּ   – ַהַמּ
   Appointment Of An Unfit Judge                   
                    
Reish Lakish said: “Kol ha’ma’amid dayan she’ayno hagun — ke’eelu no’te’ah ashera 
b’Yisrael,” This means, the sin of a person who facilitates the appointment of an 
unworthy judge is so severe that it is considered comparable to the planting of an 
idolatrous Ashera tree.

Why such a severe comparison? Ritba (Rabbi Yom Tov Ishbili, 14th 
century Spanish Talmudic commentator and philosopher) 

explains that when dayanim sit to render a ruling on 
Torah law, the Shekchina (Divine presence) dwells 
among them. Consequently, a person who appoints an 
unsuitable individual judge causes the Shekhina to depart 
from Israel.  Hence, the unpleasant comparison between 
that action and the planting of a tree for Avodah Zarah.

On The Map Of Israel

Ben-Gurion
International Airport
Israel’s international airport was built 
for military purposes in 1936  during 
the British Mandate. Its first civilian 
transatlantic flight was from New 
York City. After independence, the 
airport was named after Lod, which 
is the city closest to it.  By 1952, Lod 
Airport was accommodating 100,000 
travelers a month and by the mid-
1960s, 16 airlines were regularly 
flying in and out. 

In 1973, Lod was remained Ben-
Gurion Airport in honor of Israel’s first 
prime minister, David Ben-Gurion, 
who died that year. With rapidly 
growing passenger traffic, the airport 
opened a new main terminal in 
2004, with the total passenger traffic 
through the airport then averaging 8 
million people per year.

Today, with ever more people 
traveling to Israel for business and 
pleasure and Israelis traveling the 
world, traffic continues to expand 
rapidly. In 2017, there were 20 million 
travelers arriving and departing on 
140 different airlines.  Ben-Gurion is 
expected to reach 25 million travelers 
by 2020 and is planning further 
development to accommodate the 
growth in air traffic.

El Al’s first Boeing 787 plane arrives at 
Ben-Gurion Airport. Pilot waves with flags from 
cockpit window. Photo Source: Marc Schulman
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 54: ִביִעית ת ְשׁ ׁ    – ְקדּוַשּ
         Sanctity Of The Sabbatical Year

Is it possible for fish to 
take on the sanctity of 
Shmittah (the sabbatical 
year)? Halacha prohibits 
the sale of produce grown 
in the Shmittah year. It 
is permissible to eat fruit 
grown during Shmittah — 
but it is assur (prohibited) 
to sell them. If one does 
sell Shmittah produce, the 

money received takes on the sanctity of Shmittah. If food is purchased 
with the money earned from Shmittah produce, that food takes on the 
holiness of Shmittah; if a fish is purchased with money collected from 
selling produce grown during Shmittah, then that fish becomes assumes 
Sabbatical year sanctity. An item that has been sanctified for Shmittah 
may not be sold, destroyed, etc. 

Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Rimon, founder and head of 
the “Center for Halacha and Instruction”

The command to construct the Mishkan is 
presented in the parshiyot Terumah-Tetzaveh, 
while the execution of that commandment is 
described in the parshiyot Vayakhel-Pekudei.

What is the purpose of going back and telling 
that entire narrative, as if it were the first time? 
Answer: After the initial command to construct the 
Tabernacle was issued, Am Yisrael sinned with the 
golden calf (according to the school of thought 
that these parshiyot are in chronological order). We 
might think that Am Yisrael no longer was entitled 
to build the mishkan, as it no longer had the same 
loving relationship with God. The Torah repeats the 
entire section about the Mishkan to teach us that 
after Moses prayed for Am Yisrael and God forgave 
them, their joy for building the Mishkan returned, 
along with the love between God and Am Yisrael. 
As Ramban writes: “Now [after repenting and God 
forgiving Am Yisrael] they returned to their former 
loving status, and therefore Moses commanded 
them now, once again, from the beginning, to do 
everything that had been commanded before.”

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. What is the meaning of the phrase “kol ha’ma’amid dayan 
she’ayno hagun — ke’eelu no’te’ah ashera b’Yisrael”?

2. What is “Beit Nimrod”? Is it permitted to derive benefit from it 
— why or why not?

3. What is permitted and what is forbidden to do with produce 
grown in the Shmittah year?

קּוֵדי ת ַוַיְּקֵהל-ְפּ ָבּ ַשׁ


