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Explanation
Rabbi Yehudah explains the phrase from 
the Book of Habakuk — “An arrogant 
man will not know” — to mean that one 
who is arrogant and professes to be a 
talmid chacham (Torah scholar), despite 
not truly being one, will not merit coming 
to God’s holy sanctuary in olam haba (the 
world to come).

... L’ohk’ma ......... place, stand upright

... Chamra ........... wine
לאוקמא

חמרא

Translation

Daf 99: ׁש ָהִראׁשֹון ְקָדּ ית ַהִמּ   – ִמיּדֹות ֵבּ
               Dimensions of the First Beit HaMikdash

One of the sugiyot (Talmudic discussions) on this daf deals with the dimensions of the 
first Beit HaMikdash. The entire Mishkan (Tabernacle) was 30 amah* long and 10 amot 
wide. (*1 amah = 1.57 —1.87 ft.)

King Solomon built the first Beit HaMikdash using double the above-listed dimensions 
— i.e., 60 amot in length and 20 amah wide. The Kodesh HaKodashim (Holy of Holies) 
was 20 amah in length and 20 amah in width. The Talmud tells us that the Aron HaBrit 
(Ark of the Covenant) did not occupy any space in the Kodesh HaKodashim.  

What is the meaning of the last statement? After the Aron was placed in the Kodesh 
HaKodashim of the Mishkan, an empty space of 10 amot by 10 amot remained. The 
same had been the case in the Beit HaMikdash built by King Solomon. After the Aron 
HaBrit was brought in, a space of 20 amot by 20 
amot remained empty in the Kodesh HaKodashim. 
About this, the Talmud reports: This is a tradition 
that was handed down to us from our ancestors: 
The space occupied by the Aron HaBrit and the 
cherubim are not included in the measurement of 
the Kodesh HaKodashim in which it rested, since the 
Aron miraculously did not occupy any space at all.
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 Daf 98: ַהַיִּין שֶהְחִמיץ – The Wine That Soured

A person gave a barrel of wine to a grocer so the wine could be sold in small quantities. 
The two agreed to split the profits after the entire barrel was sold. But, before the 
shopkeeper managed to sell all of the wine, the wine turned sour. A question arises: 
Who is responsible for this loss? On one hand, the owner of the barrel should be held 
responsible, since the barrel belongs to him. On the other hand, the shopkeeper bears 
responsibility because the wine in the barrel soured while in his possession.

The Talmud states that the owner of the barrel generally is responsible for any 
loss. However, there are two instances in which the shopkeeper would carry 
the burden of the loss.  (a) If the shopkeeper installed an additional spigot 
in the barrel. It is possible that that action caused the wine to sour. (b) If, 
before the wine soured, there had been a market day, during which many 
people came to acquire wine and the shopkeeper was lazy and did not 
sell any of the wine that day. In such a case, the owner of the barrel would 
say to the shopkeeper, “Had you not been so lazy, all the wine would have 
been sold before it soured. Therefore, you are to blame for the loss.”
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Daf 100: ַקְרָקעֹות   – ִקְנַין ֲחָזָקה ְבּ
                Establishing Acquisition Through Usage

One way to finalize the acquisition of real property is by 
using the land in a manner that demonstrates ownership. 
In other words, an individual can affect the acquisition of 
land by deriving benefit from that land or by implementing 
some repair; the kind of repair that owners generally 
perform. For example — if a person spread out sheets on 
the ground and laid down on them, that act constitutes a 
chazakah, thereby establishing ownership.

On this daf we learn about a machloket Tannaim (Tannaitic 
dispute) whether an individual who walks on land is 

considered to have taken ownership of it. Rabbi Eliezer says that walking constitutes 
a chazakah. The Chachamim disagree. According to Rabbi Eliezer, there is a proof 
supporting his position from a pasuk in Breisheet, in which God says to Avraham 
Avinu: “Rise up and walk about the length and breadth of the land, for I will give it 
to you.” This meant, Rabbi Eliezer said, God told Avraham to walk the length and 
width of the land in order to acquire it by means of a chazakah. But according to the 
Chachamim, God instructed Avraham to walk on the land as an indicator that the 
land would be easy for his offspring to conquer.

Who's Who?
David Ben-Gurion 
(1886-1973)

Daf 101: ְבִלי ְלמוּד ַהַבּ י ְוַהַתּ  – ַרב ַאִשׁ
                 Rav Ashi and The Babylonian Talmud                

Rav Ashi lived during fifth generation of Amoraim and was a student of Rava. Rav Ashi 
became famous for compiling the Babylonian Talmud. Rav Ashi headed the yeshivah 
in Sura, which under his leadership moved to a suburb called “Mata Mechasia.” 
Rav Ashi served as Rosh Yeshivah for sixty years. In accordance with the custom 
of Babylonian yeshivot to learn two masechtot (tractates) each year, Rav Ashi was 
able to learn the entire Shas (Six Orders of Talmud) with his students twice during his 
tenure as Rosh Yeshivah. During those years, Rav Ashi gathered the words of the 
Chachamim of the previous generations and organized their teachings according to 
the order of the Mishnayot. This became the Babylonian Talmud.

The Talmud contains the main points of the Torah she’be’al peh (the Oral law) that 
were handed down to Moshe Rabbeinu at Mount Sinai. This was passed down by 
Moshe to Yehoshua and from Yehoshua, to his students. The Torah she’be’al peh was 
transmitted from one sage to the next. Rav Ashi, editor of the Talmud Bavli (Babylonian 
Talmud), was of the 40th generation since the giving of the Torah.

Rav Ashi was privileged to achieve great wealth. Chazal state that until the time of 
Rav Ashi there had been only three men who were privileged to attain greatness in 
Torah learning and material wealth: Moshe Rabbeinu — transmitter of the Torah; 
Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi — editor of the Mishnah and Rav Ashi — editor of the 
Babylonian Talmud.

David Ben-Gurion, the first Prime 
Minister of Israel, was one of the most 
important 20th century Zionist figures. 
Ben-Gurion was born in Poland and 
arrived in Eretz Yisrael in 1906 and 
immediately involved himself in Zionist 
activities. He founded the Histadrut 
trade union, and was chairman of both 
the World Zionist Organization and the 
Jewish Agency.

Following Israel’s War of 
Independence, Ben-Gurion was 
instrumental in building institutions and 
developing the country.

He served as Prime Minister and 
Minister of Defense for many years until 
retiring from politics in 1970. He then 
moved to a kibbutz called Sde Boker, 
located in the Negev, where he spent 
his time writing. David Ben-Gurion is 
remembered as a Zionist statesman 
and beloved political leader and is 
known as, “Israel’s founding father”.
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Daf 102:  ּה ְסָלִעים ּובֹורֹות ֵיּׁש ָבּ ת ַקְרַקע ֶשׁ  –  ְרִכיַשׁ
                    Purchase of Land Possessing Stones and Ditches  

Yoav, Nadav’s new personal assistant, was 
asked to prepare a contract for the purchase 
of 35 dunam (about 8.6 acres) of land. Nadav 
reviewed the contract and told Yoav: “Put 
into the contract that we are acquiring the 
land for agricultural purposes, and that our 
intention is to cultivate the land.” “To what 
end is it necessary for the seller to know why 

we require the land?” Yoav wondered aloud. Nadav just said, “Wait and see.” 
After the transaction was concluded, Nadav and Yoav went with the seller to 
the field and began to measure 35 dunam. When Nadav examined the terrain, 
he demanded of the seller: “You must give me additional field 
space!” The astonished seller asked: “Why?” Nadav took 
out the contract and said: “It is written here that we are 
purchasing this field for agricultural purposes. A field filled 
with tall stones and deep pits in not suitable for farming. 
Since there are areas containing both rocks and deep 
ditches in a section of field you have given me, you are 
obligated to give me flat land in their place.”

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

As Israel's Declaration of 
Independence states: “After being 
forcibly exiled from their land, the 
[Jewish] people kept faith with it 
throughout their Dispersion and 
never ceased to pray and hope for 
their return to it and for the restoration 
in it of their political freedom.”

On the 5th of Iyar in 1948, the 
Provisional State Council met at the 
Tel Aviv Museum, where David Ben-
Gurion,  head of the Jewish Agency, 
proclaimed the establishment of 
the State of Israel. U.S. President 
Harry S. Truman recognized Israel 
that very same day; an act which 
was critical for establishing the new 
country’s legitimacy.

Immediately following Israel’s 
declaration of independence, five 
neighboring Arab nations (Egypt, 
Jordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq) 
attacked the new country, in what 
was part of an ongoing war that had 
begun in 1947.

On May 31st, the Haganah (a 
Jewish paramilitary organization 
active during the British mandate) 
became the Israel Defense Forces. 
The other military organizations of time 
(e.g., the Lechi, Palmach and  Etzel) 
disbanded and their soldiers became 
part of the IDF. By the end of the War 
of Independence, the IDF had over 
100,000 active soldiers and Israel had 
increased in size, beyond the area 
allotted by the UN Partition Plan. 

Daf 103: ְמִדיַדת ַקְרַקע   – ָטעּות ִבּ
                   An Error in Land Measurement

The laws of financial fraud address instances in which the price 
paid for an item was either significantly higher or lower than 
the accepted market price for that item. If the error is minimal relative to the 
overall price then the transaction stands. This is the ruling regarding errors in 
pricing. However, if the product was not supplied in its entirety (e.g., if a person 
asked to acquire 2.2 lbs. of onions for $2.50, and ultimately, it became clear the 
buyer received only 2 lbs., then the transaction is void.)

On this daf we learn that this ruling refers 
only to metaltelin (moveable objects). 
However, regarding land, this ruling 
does not apply — unless the buyer 
discovers that a major mistake was 
made in measuring the property. If the 
buyer received too much land, the buyer 
can add a bit more money, or return that 

portion of the field; alternatively, if the buyer received less, the seller could return 
some of the money or give the buyer some additional land. Chachamim presumed 
that people do not make their approval of a property transaction conditional upon 
receiving a precisely measured portion of land.
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 104: ְבִלי ְלמוּד ַהַבּ י, ַטְביֹוִמי, וֲעִריַכת ַהַתּ            –   ַרב ַאִשׁ
               Rav Ashi, Tavyomi & the Editing of the 
               Babylonian Talmud
   

Rav Ashi lived a long life, nearly to the age 
of 90. It is said that when his time came to 
leave the world, he encountered the Angel 
of Death. Rav Ashi requested that the 
Angel return in 30 days. That entire month, 
Rav Ashi sat and reviewed his studies so 

that when he was summoned to the heavenly academy the knowledge 
he acquired would be readily accessible to him.  His son, Mar Bar Rav 
Ashi, was nicknamed Tavyomi, because his days (yomi) in Babylonia were 
good (tav) days for the Jews. He headed the yeshivah, and completed 
the editing of the Babylonian Talmud. Since that time, the majority of 
the learning of Torah she’be’al peh done by Jews is in the study of the 
Babylonian Talmud.

This week’s parshiyot cite many important mitzvot in 
the area of bein adam l’chavero (person-to-person.) 
All these mitzvot are meant to lead to the creation 
of a civilized and moral Jewish society, in which the 
central value is — v’Ahavta l’ray’acha kamocha (Love 
your neighbor as yourself).

One of the prohibitions in our parasha is “Lo ta’amod 
al dahm ray’acha” (do not stand idly by the blood of 
your fellow). What is the meaning of this expression 
and what behavior does it prohibit?

Rashi explains the prohibition of “Lo ta’amod al dahm 
ray’acha” to mean that if you see a person in distress – 
whether drowning in a river, being attacked by an animal 
or by thieves, injured from an accident, or any similar 
situation – and you are able to save that individual, it is 
your responsibility to do everything in your power to do 
so. If you are apathetic to a distressed person’s plight, 
and do not come to his/her aid, it is as if you “omed 
al haDahm” (are standing on the blood) and you are 
in violation of the prohibition of “Lo ta’amod al dahm 
ray’acha.”  Ibn Ezra explains this prohibition differently. 
He says this pasuk means that a person “should not 
connect themselves to ‘people of blood.’” Meaning, a 
person needs to distance him/herself from the company 
of violent people lest he come to harm others.
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1.  According to the Talmud, what item inside the Beit 
HaMikdash did not occupy and space?
2. What Torah evidence does Rabbi Eliezer give to 
support his position that one who walks on the land 
takes ownership of it? 
3. In what instance would a person selling property 
with stones and ditches be obligated to give the buyer 
additional land?

חוכמת החכמים
ִהֵלל אֹוֵמר: ַאל ֹתאַמר ִלְכֶשִאָפֶנה ֶאְשֶנה, 

ֶשָמא לֹא ִתָפֶנה. )אבות ב:ד(.

ִמּלֹון  
 when – ִלְכֶשִאָפֶנה/ִתָפֶנה 

 I  have  free timen
I will study – ֶאְשֶנה

obligates, guilty – ֶשָמא

ַמֲעֶשה  ַלֲעשֹות  ִלְלמֹד אֹו  ִמָיִדית  ֶאְפָשרּות  ָלנּו  ְכֶשֵיש  ֶהְסֵבר: 
טֹוב ָכְלֶשהּו, ֻמְמָלץ ֶשלֹא ְנַפְסֵפס ֶאת ַהִהְזַדְמנּות.

 possibilityn – ֶאְפָשרּות
recommendedv – ֻמְמָלץ
we'd miss out – ְנַפְסֵפס

the opportunityv– ַהִהְזַדְמנּות


