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Explanation
Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi related that 
when God spoke to B’nai Yisrael at 
Mount Sinai, upon each utterance the 
whole world was filled with a sweet 
fragrance. God then brought forth a 
wind to disperse the delightful aroma 
to make room for the scent of the 
next utterance — and so the cycle 
continued throughout the Revelation of 
the Decalogue (Ten Commandments).

Translation

Daf 87: ִביַרת ַהּלּוחֹות ָהִראׁשֹוִנים  – ְשׁ
              BREAKING OF THE FIRST SET OF TABLETS

After the giving of the Torah, 
Moshe ascended up Mt. 
Sinai and descended with 
the luchot habrit, the two 
stone tablets on which the 
Ten Commandments were 
engraved. As he made his 
way down the mountain, 

Moshe suddenly saw Am Yisrael bowing down to a golden calf. Moshe immediately 
hurled the tablets he had been holding in his hands and they instantly shattered. 
The Talmud adds that although God did not instruct Moshe to break the tablets, it 
was clear to Moshe that that was what needed to be done. 

The Torah states that a person who becomes a mumar (apostate, defector) — e.g., 
a person who turns to avodah zarah (idolatry) — is not permitted to eat the korban 
Pesach (Passover offering). Moshe Rabbeinu framed a kal va’chomer argument: 
If a mumar is not permitted to fulfill the mitzvah of korban Pesach, it is certainly 
all the more so impossible to give the Ten Commandments to a mumar. In that 
moment, the members of Am Yisrael were considered mumarim, because they had 
worshipped the golden calf. Afterward, God praised Moshe for his actions.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף פ׳׳ח:

שושנים  שפתותיו  “שנאמר   
תקרי  אל  עובר,  מור  נוטפות 

שושנים אלא ששונים.”
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Daf 86: ?ָרֵאל ָנה ַהּתֹוָרה ְלִיְשׂ  – ָמַתי ִניְתּ
              WHEN DID ISRAEL RECEIVE THE TORAH?

              
A machloket (debate) exists between the chachamim and 
Rabbi Yosei regarding the date of Matan Torah, i.e., the day 
on which B’nei Yisrael received the Torah and when the 
Aseret Ha-deebrot (Ten Commandments) were articulated. 
Both the chachamim and Rabbi Yosei agreed the Torah 
was bestowed upon the Jewish people on Shabbat. 
However, they disagreed about which day of the month 
that milestone Shabbat fell. 

The chachamim maintained that rosh chodesh Sivan fell on a 
Monday. As such, according to their reckoning, Shabbat fell out 
on 6 Sivan. Our contemporary practice accords with this view, as 
we celebrate Shavuot, the anniversary of the Giving of the Torah, 
on 6 Sivan. Rabbi Yosei, however, disagreed and asserted that 
rosh chodesh Sivan came out on a Sunday. As such, in his view, 
the Revelation at Mount Sinai took place on 7 Sivan.

שנאמר

שושנים
מור

... She’ne’emahr ... As it is said (in a 
                               Torah verse)
... Shoshanim ....... Lilies
... Mor .................. Myrrh
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Daf 89: ּתֹוָרה ִלְבֵני ָאָדם – TORAH FOR HUMAN BEINGS, NOT ANGELS

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi taught: As Moshe Rabbeinu ascended Mount 
Sinai to receive the Torah, the angels said to HaShem — “Leave the Torah for 
us. Do not give it to human beings.” The angels understood that the Torah 
is truly precious and profound. HaShem said to Moshe: “You must respond 
to the angels’ argument.” Moshe told the angels: “It is written in the Torah: ‘I 
am HaShem, your God, who took you out from the land of Egypt.’ Were you 
in Egypt? Were you slaves to Pharaoh? How does the Torah relate to you? 

It is written in the Torah that we are obligated to honor our father and mother. Since 
you [the angels] have neither a father nor a mother, how would you fulfill the mitzvot in 
the Torah?” The angels conceded Moshe’s point, and that is how Am Yisrael merited 
receiving the remarkable gift of the Torah.

   
 

     Daf 90: ׁש ְקָדּ ית ַהִמּ THE BEIT HAMIKDASH  – ֵבּ

The roof of the Beit HaMikdash was covered by iron plates with sharp, protruding nails to 
prevent ravens from perching on its surface and dirtying the site, or bringing ritually impure items 
into the Temple. These customized iron plates were called “kalyah orev” (raven impediment).

Contributions of small quantities of iron could not be 
donated to the Beit HaMikdash, because they would be 
of no use. Minimally, iron had to be donated in a quantity 
large enough to construct a kalyah orev. [Cont.’d on page 3]

Dvar Torah
NASSO

Birkat kohanim (Priestly Blessing), 
found in Sefer Bamidbar 6:24–26 
states: “Yisa HaShem panav aylecha, 
v’yasem lecha shalom” (May God 
bestow His favor upon you and grant 
you peace.) The verse expresses 
the complement of two elements 
necessary to enable person to merit a 
good, happy life on earth:

First, Divine blessing, expressed 
through God raising His countenance, 
i.e., showing favor thatcomes from 
above, which abundantly fills a person 
and attends to all of a person’s needs 
and concerns. However, happiness 
does not depend solely on blessing 
from heaven. In order to merit true joy, 
a person must live happily, at peace 
with what they have and with where 
they are. That is why the Torah adds 
the second phrase — “v’yasem lecha 
shalom,” i.e., the Divine blessing 
that provides a person with a sense 
of perfection and joy about where 
they are personally. Be satisfied with 
what you receive, appreciate and be 
thankful for what you have, and your 
heavenly blessing will be amplified and 
accepted in the best possible way.

ָניו ֵאֶליָך  א ה' ָפּ ׂ ִיָשּ
לֹום ם ְלָך ָשׁ ְוָיֵשׂ

 Daf 88: ָתִרים ֵני ְכּ ת וְשׁ ֶשׁ       – ּתֹוָרה ְמׁשּוֶלּ
                TORAH AND THE NUMBER THREE             

The Talmud tells of a certain man from the Galilee who taught several connections 
between the Torah and the number three: 

• The Torah has three parts: a) Torah; b) Nevi’im (Prophets); c) K’tuvim (Writings).
• The Torah was bestowed upon a nation made up of three camps: a) Kohanim; 
   b) Levi’im; c) Yisraelim. 
• The Torah was transmitted by means of a third-born (Moshe followed siblings 

Miriam and Aharon in the family birth order).
• And ... according to the chachamim, the Torah was given on the third day of 

preparatory separation (of the men and women) in advance of the Revelation, 
during the third month (the month of Sivan).

Later, the Gemara relates the words of Rav Simai, who taught that when B’nei Yisrael 
declared “na’aseh” (we will do) first, even before they said “nishmah” (we will hear), the 
ministering angels attached two crowns on the head of every member of the Jewish 
people, one corresponding to their declaration of “na’aseh” and the other corresponding 
to statement of “nishmah.”
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Daf 91: ִלי FUSION WITHIN A VESSEL  – ֶאֶגד ְכּ

On Shabbat a man carried a large box out of his house and placed it on the border between 
his yard and the street, which was a reshut harabim (public domain). A portion of the box sat 
in the reshut harabim while the rest remained in the reshut hayachid (private domain). What 
is the ruling? Is this man liable for punishment?

Because a portion of the box remained in the reshut hayachid, it cannot 
be said that the man took the box from the reshut hayachid to the reshut 

harabim; he did not complete the act. The Talmud raises a question that leads 
to a more significant chiddush (novel idea). What if there were many ice pops 
inside that box, and a several of those ice pops were entirely situated in the 

reshut harabim, do the ice pops that are completely outside the reshut hayachid make 
the person who moved them liable for having moved the pops from one domain into another?

Rabbi Yochanan apllied to this case the principle of egged k’li (fusion [of several objects within] 
a single vessel). Egged is similar to the word agudah (a bundle). In other words, since all of the 
ice pops are in the same box, until that entire box leaves the reshut hayachid, the person who 
carried it is not liable for punishment.

Daf 92: ֶרְך הֹוָצָאה A MANNER OF CARRYING  – ֶדּ

We have learned repeatedly about the issur of 
hotza’ah, i.e., the prohibition against carrying 
objects from the reshut hayachid into the 
reshut harabim, and vice versa, on Shabbat. 
Likewise, on Shabbat it is prohibited to 
transport an object more than four amot 
(approximately 6 feet) in the public domain.

In this sugiya (Talmudic discussion), we learn 
that a person is exempt if they do not carry 

the item in the typical manner for that item to be carried. For instance, a person who 
carries an item in their mouth, or inside their shoe, is patur (exempt), because neither of 
those are typical methods of carrying an object. 

Residents of the city of Hutzal were accustomed to carrying barrels of water and wine on 
their heads without use of their hands. However, a person who went out and carried in 
this manner would nevertheless be patur, because it is not general practice in the world 
to carry in this manner. This ruling is not specific to acts of hotza’ah. Rather, all melachot 
(prohibited labors) performed on Shabbat, if done in an atypical manner, do not render a 
person liable for punishment.
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1.  What is the dispute between the 
sages and Rabbi Yosei concerning 
the date of the giving of the Torah 
to Am Yisrael?

2.  What are several important 
thematic connections between the 
Torah and the number three?

3.  What was kalyah orev and 
how was it associated with the 
grandeur of the Beit HaMikdash?
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[Cont.’d from page 2] Copper was also utilized at the Beit HaMikdash. The Gemara states that 
minimal quantities of copper could not be donated to the Beit HaMikdash, because they 
would be of no use. A person donating copper was required to contribute enough to craft 
a small copper fork, which was used to trim the wicks and clean out the lamps on the 
menorah in the Beit HaMikdash.



4

     

www.talmudisraeli.org/israelihistory

SCAN HERE 
TO WATCH A 
SHORT VIDEO

[THE MID 1990’S]
HISTORY OF ISRAEL

FOUNDER & EDITOR-IN-CHIEF: MEIR JAKOBSOHN
EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR & EDITOR: RABBI AVI RATH

BOARD CHAIRMAN: HAIM FREILICMAN, C.P.A.
תלמוד ישראלי

GAL NAOR: CHAIR, DAF YOMI FOR US
YAEL SCHULMAN: DIR., DAF YOMI FOR US
www.talmudisraeli.org • yael@talmudisraeli.co.il         
TEL. 914/413-3128 

TALMUD ISRAELI—DAF YOMI FOR US
112 W. 34TH ST., 18TH FL • NY, NY 10120 

SPONSORED BY:         

    SEPTEMBER
1993 ..... Rav Meir Lau Meets
with Pope John Paul II in Rome 

                            

        
      JUNE

1994 ..... Supreme Court    
             Orders Air Force to Allow  
 Women in Flight School

  APRIL 6
1995 ..... Israel Launches First 

Spy Satellite Into Orbit

     

         APRIL
1996 ..... Operation Grapes 

                            of Wrath

Yitzhak Rabin had been elected Prime Minister of Israel on 
the promise of ending the cycle of wars and violence Israel 
faced, while at the same time, investing more in education and 
infrastructure in Israel proper. 

Rabin traveled to the US, where he was 
warmly welcomed by President Bush, 
who unfroze the $10 billion in loan 
guarantees the US had withheld from the 
Shamir government. 

Foreign Minister Shimon Peres had opened a backchannel with 
the Palestinian Liberation Organization. As those negotiations 
progressed, Israel's relationships with countries around the 
world improved. 

Between 1992-1995, Israel established 
or renewed diplomatic relationships with 
Kazakhstan, Armenia, Nicaragua, Gambia, 
Vietnam, the Vatican, Senegal, Morocco, Tunisia, 
Rwanda, Gabon, Mauritius, and more.

In 1994, Britain lifted its 12-year old 
embargo on arms sales to Israel, and in 
April 1995, Israel launched its first spy 
satellite into orbit!

On Saturday night, November 4, 1995, 
a massive rally was held in Tel Aviv 
to show Israeli support for the peace 
process. Rabin spoke at the rally and 

was assassinated. Shimon Peres succeeded Rabin and 
called for new elections. A horrific period of terror attacks by 
Palestinians who opposed peace ensued.

In May 1996, Likud party head Benjamin Netanyahu, who 
had been Israel's Ambassador to the United Nations, was 
elected Prime Minister for the first time. It was the first direct 
election of candidates for the position of Prime Minister.

In 1997, the Israeli bio-tech industry made 
major strides when the US FDA approved 
COPAXONE, by Teva Pharmaceutical 
Industries, Ltd., which has become the 
standard of care for Multiple Sclerosis.

        MARCH
u 1993 ...  Ezer Weizmann 
              President 

        

        OCTOBER
u 1994 ..... Israel Reaches Peace 
                   Agreement with Jordan 

 
   
 
        SEPTEMBER
u 1995 ..... Jerusalem Celebrates
                           3,000 Years

        NOVEMBER
u 1995 ..... Rabin Assassinated
       

           FEBRUARY
u 1997 ..... The Helicopter
                          Disaster


