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מינכרא
מנא ידעי?

Translation

Explanation
The Gemara questions how those who 
returned to Eretz Yisrael from Babylonia 
knew the location of the miz’be’ach 
that had been destroyed? The Gemara 
responds that the miz’be’ach appeared 
to the returnees in a vision in which 
the archangel Michael was offering 
sacrifices upon it.

Daf 59: סּוִלים נֹות ַהְפּ ְרָבּ Invalid Offerings – ַהָקּ

A certain halacha, passed down through the generations, was derived from a 
particular  pasuk (verse), though over time the identity of the Biblical prooftext was 
forgotten. The law stipulates that if the miz’be’ach was suddenly found to be pagoom 
(defective, lacking) — e.g., if a stone was missing — all of the korbanot that had 
already been slaughtered and were in the process of being offered become p’sulim 
(invalid). These korbanot remain p’sulim even after the miz’be’ach is repaired, because 
those korbanot were slaughtered at a moment in time when there was no intact altar.

The Torah source for this halacha remained unknown until one day Rabbi Shimon ben 
Rabbi [Yehudah HaNasi] quoted Rabbi Yishmael ben Rabbi Yossi citing a pasuk from 
Sefer Shemot: “Make for Me an altar of earth and sacrifice on it your burnt offerings 

and your sacrifices of well-being, your sheep and your oxen…”  

If halacha stipulates that one is not to slaughter korbanot on the 
miz’be’ach itself, then why does the pasuk state, “and sacrifice on 
it…”? Here, the pasuk teaches us that at the time of the preparation of 
a korban, the miz’be’ach must already be complete and whole.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת זבחים, דף ס’’ב:

צורתו,  מינכרא   — בית  “בשלמא   
רבי  אמר  ידעי?  מנא  מזבח  אלא 
ומיכאל השר  אלעזר: ראו מזבח בנוי 

הגדול עומד ומקריב עליו”
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      Daf 58: ַח ַהִחיצֹון Outer Altar – ִמְזֵבּ

The sixth perek (chapter) of Masechet Zevachim, titled: 
“Kodshei Kodashim” (Offerings of the most sacred 
order) begins on this daf. The Talmud cites a 
braita regarding the proper location for the outer 
miz’be’ach (altar) that stood in the Azarah (Temple 
Courtyard), on which sacrifices were brought.  It is 

written in Sefer Shemot (the Book of Exodus): 
“Make for Me an altar of earth.” From this 
pasuk (verse), Chazal determined that the 

altar had to be situated directly on the ground 
and not be connected to a tunnel or elevated 
by pillars.

The miz’be’ach was to be built as a solid entity, completely sealed, without any 
empty space in the center. This was accomplished by setting stones one next to the 
other and placing lime and tar to fill the spaces between the stones. In Hilchot Beit 
HaBechira (laws regarding the Beit HaMikdash), Rambam states that only the corners 
of the miz’be’ach were hollow.

... Min’kara — was recognized

... Mina yadei — from what did they    
            know?
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ARE YOU
 READY FOR A 
CHALLENGE?

 
Talmud Israeli is starting a new 
competitive club for your school 
for the 2018-2019 academic year! 
The TALMUD ISRAELI CHALLENGE 
will strengthen your students’ 
knowledge and understanding 
of the Talmud and modern Israel. 
Put your knowledge to the test.
Stay tuned for more information.  

Please contact us to join!
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תשע״ד/2014
MURDER OF THE 3 BOYS

On the night of May 12, 2014, three 
Jewish youths were kidnapped 
and murdered by Hamas terrorists. 
The three boys were Michael 
She’ar, Yaakov Naftali Fraenkel 
and Eyal Yifrah, HaShem yikom 
damam. The boys were hitchhiking 
at the Alon Shvut junction, and 
unknowingly accepted a ride in a 
vehicle driven by terrorists. During 
the trip, one of the boys called 
the police and reported they had 
been kidnapped. After that call, the 
terrorists shot the three boys.

Initially, the fate of the youths 
was not known. Thousands of 
soldiers and Shin Bet agents were sent 
out to search for them. Hundreds of Arabs 
suspected of having knowledge of the 
boy’s whereabouts were arrested. It was 
only after an 18-day hunt — a time during 
which saw tremendous unity displayed 
among the people of Israel — that the 
bodies of the youths were found and the 
two kidnapping terrorists were killed by the 
IDF. In response to the murder of the boys, 
their families initiated “Day of Unity,” during 
which the Jerusalem Prize for the unity of 
the Jewish people is awarded to individuals 
or organizations active in this field.

Israeli History
שנה למדינת ישראל ISRAEL@
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Daf 60: ִני ר ֵשׁ Second Tithe – ַמֲעֵשׂ

In the first, second, fourth and fifth years of the 
seven-year shmittah cycle, Ma’aser Sheini (the 
second tithe) was to be set aside. In the third and 
sixth years of the cycle, Ma’aser Ani (the poor tithe) 
was set aside. The Ma’aser Sheini fruits are holy and 
it was prohibited to eat them outside of Jerusalem.

However, it was possible to redeem Ma’aser Sheini fruits and transfer their 
holiness onto coins instead.

Today, is it possible for us to take Ma’aser Sheini fruits to Jerusalem and eat 
them ourselves? Sadly, it is impossible to do so today, for two reasons:

1. Ma’aser Sheini is only eaten during a time when the Beit HaMikdash exists.
2. We are all t’may’im (ritually impure). Ma’aser Sheini fruits are holy and are 

not to be eaten in a state of tum’ah (ritual impurity).
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Daf 61: ַח ְזֵבּ Location of the Altar – ְמקֹום ַהִמּ

The Outer Altar was built on three occasions in history: a) by Moshe Rabbeinu in the 
Sinai desert, b) by King Solomon in the first Beit HaMikdash, and c) by those who 
returned from the Babylonian exile to Eretz Yisrael and built the second Beit HaMikdash.

The location of the miz’be’ach in the Beit HaMikdash can never be changed — 
it must always be rebuilt in precisely the same location. Rambam wrote in the 
Hilchot Beit HaBechirah (“Laws of the Chosen House”) section of the Mishneh 
Torah that a tradition had been handed down to B’nai Yisrael, from generation-
to-generation, proclaiming that the location on which the miz’be’ach was 
constructed in the first Beit HaMikdash was the site where Adam, the first man, 
was created and the spot where he offered the first korban following his creation. 
Furthermore, tradition holds that the site of the miz’be’ach in the Mikdash was 

the place where 
Cain and Abel 
offered korbanot, 
as well as the 
ground where 
Avraham Avinu 
established the 
miz’be’ach upon 
which he bound 
Yitzchak. It was 
also the place 
where Noah built 
his miz’be’ah upon 
exiting the ark.

A photo of the three boys published on social networks
by the IDF Spokesperson, during searches for them./Wikipedia
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Daf 63: ׁש ְקָדּ ֵבית ַהִמּ Battle Inside The Beit HaMikdash – ִמְלָחָמה ְבּ

What is to be done if a war breaks out inside the Beit HaMikdash?  Normally, the 
kohanim were to eat the meat of korbanot Kodshei Kodashim (offerings that possess 
the highest level of holiness) in the Azarah (Temple Courtyard).  The Talmud cites 
a verse from which we learn that if an enemy army were to surround the Azarah, 
shooting arrows into the courtyard and catapulting stones, then the kohanim would 
have been permitted to enter the Heichal, in order to eat the Kodshei Kodashim, since 
they would have been unable 
to do so in the Azarah.  A verse 
was needed to permit kohanim 
to eat in the Heichal under 
such conditions because 
absent the extenuating 
circumstances eating in the 
Sanctuary building would have 
been considered disrespectful 
to Hashem.

Made In Israel

ZIM, Integrated
Shipping Services
Founded in 1945

Zim was founded by the Jewish 
Agency and the Histadrut and has 
since become one of the largest 
shipping companies in the world. The 
company’s early fleet included ships 
that were refitted to carry immigrants 
from Europe to Israel and in Zim’s 
early years, the company emphasized 
passenger travel. As inexpensive air 
travel became the norm in 1960s, Zim 
phased out passenger ships.  

In 1969, the Israel Corporation 
acquired 50% of the company from 
the Israeli government. In 1999, 
the Ofer Brothers became the 
controlling shareholders of the Israel 
Corporation and in 2004, the Israel 
Corporation bought the rest of Zim 
from the Israeli government.

Today Zim operates 856 ships which 
have visited 180 ports worldwide. 
Zim carries many types of cargo – 
from elephants to ice cream! The 
company employs 4,200 sailors and 
administrators and in 2017, had a 
net profit of $50 million from sales of 
over $2.9 billion.  

      Daf 62: ׁש ְקָדּ ית ַהִמּ חּוְרבֹות ֵבּ ט ְבּ ׁ ֵשּ ִהְתַפּ  The Scent  – ָהֵריַח ֶשׁ
                    that Spread through the ruins of the Beit HaMikdash      

When the Jews returned to Eretz Yisrael from the Babylonian Exile wiith Ezra the Scribe, 
the first Beit HaMikdash was in ruins.  How did they know where the second Beit 
HaMikdash was to be built? The answer is that although the first Beit HaMikdash was 
indeed destroyed, remnants still existed through which it was possible to know the exact 
location where the Sanctuary building had stood.  However, since not even a fragment 
survived from the miz’be’ach, how did they know where it was to be constructed?

A story is told in the name of Rabbi Nachmani that 
something amazing had happened: When they 
entered the area where the Beit HaMikdash stood, 
their noses were filled the fragrance of incense. 
As they reached the region of the miz’be’ach they 
were able to smell the scent of previous korbanot 
— and so they knew that it was the correct 
location for the miz’be’ach.

Rabbi Yochanan said: There were three nevi’im 
(prophets) who returned from the Babylonian 
Exile to Eretz Yisrael. They were: Haggai, 
Zechariah and Malachi. Two of the three returning 
nevi’im taught the following lessons regarding 
the Beit HaMikdash: one indicated the precise 
measurements required for the miz’be’ach and 
another testified to the exact location upon 
which the miz’be’ach was to be rebuilt.

Photo Source: Zim.com
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

Korach and his followers argued with 
Moshe and Aharon asserting: “For 
all of the community are holy, all of 
them.” In theory, what they claimed 
was correct. As HaShem said: “And 
you shall be for Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy people.” That 
being the case, then what mistake 
did they make? What was their sin?  
Chazal replied that only when there is 
unity within Am Yisrael does holiness 
spreads through all of them and they 
are considered “a holy people.” But, 
at a time when there is divisiveness 
and controversy in the nation, as 
Korach had created, or when each 
person takes a stand that cares only 
for himself, it is impossible for the 
people to all be holy.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What did Chazal learn from the pasuk: “Make for Me an altar of earth”?

2. Today, is it possible for us to take Ma’aser Sheini fruits to Jerusalem to eat?

3. At which three points in history was an outer miz’be’ach constructed?

 Daf 64: ן עֹוָלה ֵמעֹוף Difficult Temple Services – ָקְרַבּ

Bird offerings were not slaughtered in the ordinary manner of 
shechitah using a knife.  Rather, in a practice known as melikah, 
the bird’s neck was punctured from behind by the Kohen’s 

fingernail as he held down the bird’s wings and legs. 
Some sages were of the opinion that melikah was done 
exclusively with the right hand without assistance by the 
left hand, thereby making the ritual an extremely difficult 

task to perform. Two other Temple services were likewise 
identified by the Talmud as exceedingly difficult.  Kemitzah, 
the taking of a fistful of meal from a grain offering, 
necessitated scooping up the meal in the middle 

three fingers and wiping away excess 
meal with the thumb and pinky fingers of the same hand. The 
incense service in the Holy of Holies on Yom Kippur mandated 
that the Kohen Gadol transfer the incense granules from 
a spoon into his two cupped palms without anyone’s 
assistance and without dropping any of the contents. All 
three of these tasks were physically quite challenging.      

ַרב ָלֶכם 
י ָכל ָהֵעָדה  ִכּ
ים ם ְקֹדִשׁ ָלּ ֻכּ

S
ְהיּו ִלי ַמְמֶלֶכת  ם ִתּ ְוַאֶתּ

ֲהִנים ְוגֹוי ָקדֹוׁש ֹכּ

DOWN
WITH

MOSES!


