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Explanation
The Gemara deals with the following case: 
A person shuts his friend into a sealed room 
and lights a candle there, actively hastening 
the latter’s death, as the candle consumes 
the remaining oxygen in the room.

... Shraga ........... Candle, lantern, light
 ... Havla ............. Heat, vapor

שרגא
הבלא

Translation

Daf 78: ף ׁש ְוַהְמַגֵדּ  — ַהְמקֹוֵשׁ
  The Blasphemer & The Wood Gatherer 

The Torah mentions two people who were subjected to capital punishment: 
the Megadef (blasphemer) and the Mekoshesh (wood-gatherer). A Megadef 
was someone who cursed HaShem and the Mekoshesh was someone who 
gathered wood on Shabbat. On this daf, the Talmud points out that a close reading of the 
p’sukim (verses) dealing with this topic shows a linguistic difference between these two cases:

In the case of the Megadef, it says: “And they placed him in the guardhouse, until 
his sentence was specified to them by the word of God.” However, in the case of the 
Mekoshesh, it says: “And they put him under guard, since it had not been specified 
what was to be done to him.” Why the difference between the two cases? 

In the case of the Megadef, they did not know for certain whether he deserved to be 
punished by the Beit Din, since those halachot had not yet been transmitted to Moshe 
Rabbeinu. Regarding the Mekoshesh, however, it was already known that one who publicly 
violates Shabbat is liable for the death penalty. They did not know which form of the death 
penalty was to be imposed. The Torah implies that although the specific style punishment 
was as of yet unknown, it was clear that something was to be done, as the Mekoshesh was 
liable for the death penalty. In the end, God said the Mekoshesh was chayav sk’eela (to be 
stoned), as that is the judgment due a person who intentionally violates Shabbat.
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      Daf 77:  ֲאֵחִרים  – ַאְחָריּות ַהּפֹוֵגַע ָבּ
                    Accountability of One Who Hurts Others

Do you enjoy playing ball? Did you know that in Talmudic times there were 
already ball games? On this daf, a game that uses a ball is mentioned. During 
said game, sadly, the ball struck a person and killed him.  How was the game played? 

Rashi answers that one of the players threw the ball hard against a wall, so that it would 
rebound as far back as possible and then he would run away. The other player tried to 
catch the ball and throw it at the first player, tagging him. From the words of the Talmud, 
it appears the ball they played with was not soft and flexible like the game balls we have 
today. Rather, it was heavy. Therefore, there were instances in which one of the players 
was hurt during the course of the game, either accidentally or on purpose. If the thrower 
intended to harm the other player, he would be subject to capital punishment for killing 
his opponent. If the thrower had no malicious intention, and was merely sporting, he 
would be subject to exile for committing unintentional manslaughter.
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Daf 79: ל רֹוֵצַח ינֹו ֶשׁ The Sentence of a Murderer – ִדּ

A person who murders intentionally is sentenced to Mitat Beit Din (execution). The 
Mishnah on this daf teaches several points concerning the capital punishment of 
a rotze’ach (murderer):

If an individual had intended to kill an animal, but ultimately kills a human being 
unintentionally — they are exempt from Mitat Beit Din, as they had not planned 
to murder any person. If an individual intended to strike a person at the waist, a 
blow that would not have killed the person, but instead struck the person in the 
heart (or other vulnerable place) killing that person by mistake, the unintentional 
killer is patur (exempt) from Mitat Beit Din.

The Mishnah also tells of a case in which 
the Tannaim disagreed: If Ploni (so-and-so) 
intended to hit Reuven and kill him, but, in 
the end, Ploni hit Yehudah, who died as a 
result, according to the Chachamim, Ploni 
is liable for execution. According to Rabbi 
Shimon, however, Ploni is exempt in this 
case as well — since in the end, he had 
not intended to kill Yehudah. 

Daf 80: ֵני ֵעִדים וַהְתָרָאה Two Witnesses & The Warning – ְשׁ

There are three fundamental rules concerning the Chiyuv Mitat Beit Din (liability 
for court execution):

1. Even if an individual committed the most serious offense, such a person 
can only be liable for Mitah (the death penalty) at the hands of the Beit Din. 
Therefore, if that individual was not brought before a Beit Din to rule on his 
case, no one has permission to kill him vigilante style.

2. A Beit Din only judges a case if there are two eidim (witnesses) who testify that 
the incident in question took place. No alternative proof can substitute for the 
pair of eyewitnesses.

3. A person cannot be punished if s/he was not cautioned in advance — in the form 
of a Haht’ra’ah (warning) — i.e., before the incident, the witnesses stated: “You 
should know that the Torah prohibits doing such-and-such, and if you do so, you’ll 
be liable for Mitat Beit Din.” If that person, nevertheless, ignores the Haht’ra’ah, 
then s/he is liable for Mitah.

The law of Haht’ra’ah applies to nearly all punishments 
handed down by Beit Din, including capital and corporeal 
punishments.  It does not apply in cases of monetary penalty.  
Another exception, in which warning is not required, is the 
case of Meseet l’Avodah Zarah (an inciter of idol worship).

 

תשי״ג/1953
YAD VASHEM

On August 19, 1953, Yad Vashem 
was declared an official institution 
of the State of Israel by a special law 
passed by the Knesset (Parliament). 
The planning for Yad Vashem began 
at the end of 1945. It was named 
according to the verse: “And I gave 
them in My house and within My 
walls a memorial and a name there, 
better than sons and daughters; 
I will give them an everlasting 
name, which will never be lost” 
(Yeshayahu 56: 5). The role of this 
institution is to commemorate 
the millions of Jews murdered in 
the Holocaust, to document the 
history of the Jewish people before 
and during the Holocaust, and to transmit 
the memory of the Holocaust to future 
generations. The Yad Vashem Institute deals 
with commemoration and documentation, 
collection of objects and documents, 
gathering of testimonies from survivors, 
research and education. The Yad Vashem 
site in Jerusalem is comprised of several 
institutions, including an archive, a museum 
and a memorial as well a commemorative 
site for the “Righteous among the Nations” 
who worked to save Jews.

Train car memorial at Yad VaShem 
Moshe Safdie (designer), Godot13 (photo)
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Daf 82: ן ִמְנָחה IX The Minchah Offering – ָקְרַבּ

Previously, we learned about the issur (prohibition) to offer a korban (sacrifice) 
outside of the Beit HaMikdash. This issur is so severe that someone who intentionally 
violates it is liable for karet b’yadei shamayim (spiritual excision by the hands of 
Heaven). On this daf, the Talmud states that not all of acts of sacrificial worship 
performed outside of the Beit HaMikdash make one liable for karet, and explains 
which acts of worship are not included:

Korban Minchah, the meal offering, is brought from fine flour mixed with oil (with the 
exception of the meal portion of the sin-offering). If a person pours oil for the sake 
of the Minchah or mixes the oil and flour while outside of the Beit HaMikdash, they 
are not subject to karet.    

“Petita”: Most Korbanot Minchah (meal offerings) are offered after having been baked 
or fried. Some types of Korbanot Minchah are crumbled before the offering is made; 
i.e., the challot (loaves of the Minchah) are broken into pieces. 

There is one action that is performed exclusively for the Korban Minchah: 
“Hagasha” (presentation): The kohen takes from its owner 
the utensil containing the Minchah and places it on the 
altar’s southwestern corner closest to the entrance of 
the Sanctuary building. After properly placing the 
Korban Minchah, the kohen performs kemitza by 
taking a fistful of the korban’s fine flour (the 
portion in his hand is called a “kometz”), 
placing it in the ritual vessel and burning 
it on the mizbe’ach.

      Daf 81: ֵאין ֵעִדים ְוַהְתָרָאה ֶשׁ  – ִטיּפול ְכּ
                    Course of Action When There Is No Warning

We do not impose Mitat Beit Din (execution) unless there are two eidim (witnesses) 
who warned the perpetrator before s/he acted. However, what is done if there is a 
devious murderer, and no one succeeded in giving a Haht’ra’ah (warning) before the 
murderer kills? 

What if s/he always acted in secret and never in the presence of onlookers? Does that 
mean the Beit Din will never be able to hold a trial and execute the person for their 
crimes? Will that murderer be permitted to roam around free? 

The answer is as follows: in such a case, 
the Beit Din has the authority to sentence 
the perpetrator to life in prison, thereby 
distancing him/her from the tzibur (public) 
and eliminating his/her ability to continue 
to cause harm.
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 83: "חּוץ ִלְזַמּנֹו" ְו"חּוץ ִלְמקֹומֹו" – “Outside the 
Designated Time” & “Outside the Designated Location”

Several factors can potentially invalidate korbanot. One such factor is “Piggul” 
(repulsive, abhorred). The disqualification of Piggul takes effect if, while preparing 
the korban, the kohen had an intention that was “chutz l’z’mano” (outside the 
designated time) or “chutz l’mekomo” (outside the designated location).

The Torah sets specific times for offering korbanot; e.g., the blood of 
korbanot may not be thrown on the altar after sunset on the day of that 
animal’s shechita (ritual slaughter). The Torah also sets time limits for the 
burning of sacrificial limbs and the consumption of sacrificial meat. If, while 
offering the korban, the kohen thought to perform one of those actions after 
the appointed time, that intent is “chutz l’z’mano.” For example, if while the 
kohen takes the blood to the mizbe’ach he thinks about eating the meat the 
following week, that korban is Piggul.  Machshevet chutz l’mekom describes 
intent to sprinkle the korban’s blood outside of the Beit HaMikdash or to eat 
the meat outside of the location designated by the Torah — the Kodashei 
HaKodashim (the most holy offerings) in the Beit HaMikdash and the 
Kodashim Kalim (offerings of lesser holiness) in Jerusalem.

In the Shulchan Arukh it states that since tefilla (prayer) is a replacement for 
the offering of korbanot it is governed by laws similar to those of korbanot. 
Just as korbanot are disqualified by the abovementioned thoughts, prayer 
mixed with outside thoughts is not well received by God.

The Sages asked the following question about 
the holiday of Sukkot: Why is the festival of 
Sukkot marked and celebrated at the beginning 
of the winter, given the historical fact that, upon 
their departure from Egypt, B’nai Yisrael sat in 
Sukkot in the spring and summer as well? It would 
seem just as reasonable and commemorative to 
celebrate the festival of Sukkot during one of 
those other seasons. One of the answers given 
by Chazal is that if we were to sit in Sukkot in the 
spring or summer, we would think that we were 
doing it just for pleasure - a kind of “picnic” to 
enjoy sitting in the outdoor booth known as the 
sukkah. When we sit in Sukkot in the winter, it is 
clear that we are doing this not just for our own 
personal enjoyment, but for the sake of Heaven 
and in order to fulfill the commandment of God.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. In what instances do we require two eidim and haht’ra’ah?
2. What is the disqualification of “Piggul” and what is 

Machshevet Mi’chutz L’z’mano and Machshevet Mi’chutz 
L’me’komo?

חוכמת החכמים  
ָאְמרּו, ָכל ִמי ֶשלֹא ָרָאה ִשְמַחת ֵבית ַהּׁשֹוֵאָבה, 

לֹא ָרָאה ִשְמָחה ִמָיָמיו: )משנה סוכה ה:א(

ִמּלֹון
ִשְמַחת ֵבית ַהּׁשֹוֵאָבה - 

Celebration of the water-drawing
In his/her lifetime - ִמָיָמיו

 Spiritual experience - ֲחָוָיה רּוָחִנית
Event, happening - ֵארּוַע

ֵארּוַע  ָהְיָתה  ַהִמְקָדש  ְבֵבית  ַהּׁשֹוֵאָבה  ֵבית  ִשְמַחת  ֶהְסֵבר: 
ַהְגדֹוָלה  ַהִשְמָחה  ַעל  ַמְרִשיָמה.  רּוָחִנית  ַוֲחָוָיה  ְמֹאד  ָשֵמַח 
ַהּזֹו ֶשָהְיָתה ָשם ָאְמרּו ֲחָכֵמינּו ִזְכָרם ִלְבָרָכה ְשִמי ֶשלֹא ָרָאה 
ִשְמָחה ֶשָכזֹו — לֹא ָרָאה ַמִהי ֶבֱאֶמת ִשְמָחה ְיהּוִדית ֲאִמִתית.  

 Impressive -ַמְרִשיָמה
  Chazal -ֲחָכֵמינּו ִזְכָרם ִלְבָרָכה
 This sort of joy - ִשְמָחה ֶשָכזֹו

What is really/truly -ַמִהי ֶבֱאֶמת
True Jewish joy - ִשְמָחה ְיהּוִדית ֲאִמִתית


