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Translation

Explanation
In a case where a person dedicated 
his property to the Beit HaMikdash, but 
had preexisting financial obligations 
to pay his wife’s ketubah (marriage 
contract) and his other creditors, such 
creditors are required to pay a symbolic 
sum to redeem the assets from the 
Beit HaMikdash, so that others will not 
think it possible to remove consecrated 
items from Beit HaMikdash without first 
redeeming them.

From the talmud 
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       Daf 21: גּוִמים עֹות ְפּ Damaged Coins – ַמְטְבּ

When the Beit Din (court) sells land that was inherited by orphaned minors from 
their father, the Beit Din publicly announces the availability of the property for thirty 
consecutive days, in order to receive the best possible price for the property. In what 
situation would the Beit Din intercede and sell the orphaned minors’ property?  In a 
case where the father left behind creditors to whom he owed money, for example.

What does the Beit Din announce? The baraita states: “There is such-and-such a 
field, of such-and-such size, that is worth such-and-such. Anyone who wishes to 
purchase this field should come purchase it, as the field is being sold in order to 
pay off a deceased man’s debt.”

Why is it necessary to announce that the field is being sold 
in order to pay off creditors? Why would that fact interest 
potential buyers? Why isn’t it sufficient to merely announce the 

field is for sale? The Talmud explains that this additional declaration is needed 
as there are some who prefer to do business with a person who is in debt, as 
that person would likely to be lenient and even accept slightly damaged coins — 
and individuals who possess damaged coins might be pleased to purchase the 
property in order to get rid of those coins.

למימר
פודה

… L’mai’mar … To say
… Podeh … Redeem

       Daf 22: ּבֹוֶקר ּוָבֶעֶרב  – ַמְכִריִזים ַבּ
    Declarations in the Morning and Evening 

Gamliel’s father served as Temple treasurer. 
One day, Gamliel’s father said: “We are 
preparing to announce the sale of land that 
had been consecrated to the Beit HaMikdash. 
We will make our notifications that the land 
is available for purchase, on Monday and 
Thursday, in the morning and the evening, 
over the course of sixty days, in order to find 
a buyer for the land at a respectable price.”

Gamliel asked his father why it was necessary to make announcements both 
in the morning and the evening. His father replied that it was decreed to make 
announcements in the morning, when laborers were headed out to work, and 
again in the evening, when the laborers are headed home. When a person hears 
the announcement and is interested in checking out the field, he would say to his 
employees setting off to work — “on your way, please take a look at the field that 
is for sale, and in the evening, let me know if you think it is worthwhile.”

The announcement in the morning serves as a reminder to the employer to instruct 
the workers to check the field; the announcement in the evening is a reminder to 
the employer to ask the workers about the results of their examination. 
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 THIS WEEK IN 

JEWISH HISTORY
RAID ON ENTEBBE

On June 27, 1976, four terrorists hijacked 
Air France Flight 139 with 248 passengers 
aboard. The flight originated in Paris and 
was en route to Tel Aviv after a stop in 
Athens. After an interim stop in Benghazi, 
the flight landed in Entebbe, Uganda. 
The Ugandan government supported the 
hijackers, who demanded the release of 
53 Palestinian terrorists.

The Israeli government, under Prime 
Minister Rabin, had instructed the army 
to develop a plan to rescue the hostages. 
That plan was given the final go-ahead 
on July 3rd, when Israeli aircrafts took 
off carrying 100 Israeli commandos, 
commanded by General Dan Shomron. 
The lead unit was the elite Sayeret Matkal.

On July 4th, the 6th of Tammuz, 
the Israeli forces managed to rush the 
terminal. Three hostages were killed in 
the crossfire. All the hijackers were killed. 
Three Israeli soldiers were wounded, and 
Lt. Col. Yoni Netanyahu, brother of now-
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, was 
killed. The entire operation lasted about 
an hour. Of the 106 Israeli hostages, 102 
made it home safely.

A 1994 photo of old terminal with a U.S. Air Force C-130 
Hercules parked in front. Bullet holes from the 1976 remain. 

Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 24: "יֹוֵבל" – Jubliee 

“Shnat Yovel” (Jubilee year) refers to the 50th year, after seven cycles of 
Shemittah (Sabbatical years). The 50th year was declared a Jubilee year, during 
which fields sold over the course of the previous 49 years were returned to their 
original owners, and avadim ivri’im (Jewish slaves) were released from their 
masters and returned to their families and homes.

Why is the year called “Shnat 
Yovel”? Some explain because 
at the start of the 50th year a 
ram’s horn, known as “yovel,” 
was sounded. Other Rishonim 
suggest the name was derived 
from the word “muval” (brought 
or transported), because all of 
the fields that had been sold are 

brought back to the original sellers and all of the slaves are transported back 
to their families.

      Daf 23: ׁש הוְּקַדּ ד ֶשׁ ֶדה ַהְמׁשוְּעָבּ ׂ   – ַהָשּ
          A Consecrated Field Subject to a Lien

A man owed 1,000 zuz. One day, the lender became aware that the borrower had 
consecrated his field to Beit HaMikdash. The lender was astounded, since the 
borrower had no money, or other fields from which the debt could be collected.

Lacking another alternative, the 
lender approached the Temple 
treasurer, showed him the loan 
document and said: “I have a 
lien against this field and I am 
permitted to collect the debt owed 
to me from it.”

The Temple treasurer replied: “It 
is true you have a lien against 
this property, and that the portion 

belonging to you has not been taken on the status of Hekdesh, because of 
your pre-existing lien. However, Chazal decreed that you are entitled to take 
your portion of the field only after you redeem the land for a nominal fee.” 
Chazal established this ruling, so that people would not think it was possible 
to take Hedkesh from the Beit HaMikdash without redeeming it first. Given that 
anyone seeing someone take property from the Beit HaMikdash would not 
know that that individual held a lien on the land, they would, in error, think that 
consecrated property does not require redemption.
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WHO’S WHO?
DAN SHOMRON

(1937-2008)

Dan Shomron, an Israeli military leader, 
was born on Kibbutz Ashdot Yaakov, 
located in northern Israel, south of the 
Kinneret. Shomron participated in many 
military events in Israeli history, beginning 
as a young paratrooper in the 1956 Suez 
campaign. During the Six-Day War, 
Shomron commanded a paratroop unit 
on the Sinai front and was the first to 
reach the Suez Canal. During the Yom 
Kippur War, Shomron commanded the 
401 Armored Brigade.

Shomron was considered a hero 
after commanding the successful 
completion of Israel’s most well-
known rescue mission — the freeing 
of hostages from Entebbe on July 4, 
1976. As the then-head of the IDF’s 
southern command, Shomron later 
oversaw Israel’s withdrawal from the 
Sinai Peninsula. In 1987 Shomron 
became the 13th Chief of Staff of the 
Israeli Defense Forces, a position he 
held until 1991.

After Shomon’s passing, Israeli 
president, Shimon Peres, called him 
“one of the greatest commanders” 
of the IDF and said the Entebbe raid 
“earned its mythic status since we all 
saw it as impossible.”
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Daf 26: ִוִיּים דֹות ַהְלּ  Levite Property – ְשׂ

When Yehoshua Bin Nun apportioned the land to the various 
shvatim (tribes), members of Shevet Levi did not receive their own 
tribal land allotment in Eretz Yisrael.

The Levi’im resided in 48 cities, given to them by the remainder of 
B’nai Yisrael, in keeping with God’s command. Surrounding these 

cities there were fields. These fields had the status of “Sadeh Achuza” (ancestral 
field) and not of “Sadeh Mik’neh” (acquired field) — i.e., the surrounding fields were 
considered an ancestral inheritance that belonged to each Levi family forever.

 Daf 27: ׁש הּוְקַדּ ֵדה ֲאחּוָזּה" ֶשׁ  – ״ְשׂ
  An “Ancestral Field” That Was Consecrated

A consecrated “Sadeh Achuza” (ancestral field) is redeemed according to the 
amount set forth in the Torah. This holds true only in an era when the Yovel law is 
applicable. If, however, the land was consecrated in an era when the Yovel is not 
observed, it is necessary to conduct an auction and sell the field to the highest 
bidder. If both the previous owner and some other individual bid identical sums 
for the property, the field is awarded to the original owner.

According to halacha, when an individual 
redeems a field which he himself had 
consecrated, he is required to add another 
1/5 to the redemption price. As such, 
it turned out that the Beit HaMikdash 

treasury benefits when the original owner redeems the field, because of the 
additional one fifth paid.

Daf 25: "ָוִרים  – "ַמּפֹוֶלת ָיד" ְו"ַמּפֹוֶלת ְשׁ
             “Sowed-By-Hand’” and “Sowed-By-Oxen”

In ancient times, fields were 
sown in by spreading seeds 
after plowing the field, and not 
with machines as farmers do 
today. There were two methods 
by which seeds were spread: 
“Mapolet Yad” (Sowed by 
Hand), i.e., seeds spread by 
tossing them across the field 
using one’s hands. “Mapolet 
Sh’varim” (Sowed by Oxen), i.e., 
a full sack of seeds with small 

hole at the bottom was placed on the back of an ox. The seeds would fall out of 
the sack slowly into the plowed furrows, as the ox walked the length of the field.

Dan Shomron.
Photo Source: idf.co.il
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All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. What is the difference between “Mapolet Yad” and “Mapolet Sh’varim”?
2. What is the “Shnat Yovel” and why was the year given that name?
3. When a Beit Din needs to sell land that was inherited by orphans from their  
    fathers — what announcement does the Beit Din make to the public?

ת ת ֻחַקּ ָרַשׁ ָפּ

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1. Who is the rabbi depicted at the head of the table?
2. Where and when does the event depicted in the illustration occur?
3. What books did the rabbi write?
4. Which flag peeks out from the window and how does it relate to the illustration?

1) The Admor (Our master and teacher) Rabbi Kalonymus Shapira, Grand Rabbi of 
Piaseczno, Poland, who was murdered by the Nazis; 2) The event took place in the Warsaw 
Ghetto, during the Holocaust; 3) Rabbi Kalonymus Shapira authored Aish Kodesh (Holy 
Fire); Chovat HaTalmidim (The Obligation of Students), Derekh HaMelekh (The Royal Path), 
and more; 4) It is the flag of the Nazi party, which controlled Warsaw at that time.
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Parashat Chukat relates the sin of 
Moshe and Aharon, who struck 
the rock to bring forth water from 
it. When the Torah describes their 
transgression, it says, “Because you 
did not trust Me enough to affirm 
my sanctity in the eyes of the B’nai 
Yisrael.” Why does the Torah use 
vague language rather than explicitly 
stating what their sin was?

The late Rabbi Aharon Lichtenstein 
explains that the sin of Moshe and 
Aharon was not in what they did, 
rather in what they did not do. Moshe 
and Aharon were not punished for 
anything bad they did, but because 
they passed up the opportunity to 
publicly sanctify the name of Heaven 
had they chosen to speak to the rock 
instead of hitting it.

This teaches us that sometimes, 
the question to be asked is not only 
“am I behaving badly?” but rather, 
“are there good things I am able to do, 
which I am not doing?”

״ויאמר ה׳ 
אל משה ואל אהרן: 
יען לא האמנתם בי 

להקדישני לעיני בני ישראל 

לכן 
לא תביאו את הקהל הזה 
אל הארץ אשר נתתי להם:״

)במדבר כ׳:י׳׳ב(


