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Explanation
The Talmud cites a verse dealing 
with the severity of idolatry, whose 
practitioners, it states, “worship on 
top of every high mountain and under 
every fresh (i.e., leafy) tree.”

Translation

Daf 12: סֹוָדִני – Wise One

The Talmud relates a halachic debate between Rava and Rav 
Pappa during which Rav Pappa referred to Rava as “Sudani”? 
What is the meaning of the term and why did Rav Pappa refer to 
Rava using this nickname? Rashi explains that the term referred 
to a talmid chacham (wise individual) and that this nickname, 

Sudani, was derived from Psalms 25:14 “Sod HaShem l’yirei’av” 
(The secret of the Lord is with those who fear Him). 

However, in Masechet Berachot, Rashi provides a different explanation. Rav Pappa 
derived his livelihood from working as a brewer of beer. The place where the beer is 
produced is called “Sudna,” and the seller of beer is known as a “Sudani”. 

Why was the brewery called “Sudna”? It is explained 
in Masechet Pesachim that “Sudani” is an acronym 
from “Sod Na’eh” (good advice). What was the “Sod 
Na’eh”? That someone who works in the beer-making 
profession would become wealthy and have the means 
to donate tzedakah and perform many acts of kindness.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר טהרות, מסכת נידה דף י׳׳ג:

 “כתיב הכא: תחת כל עץ רענן, 
הרמים  ההרים  על  התם:  וכתיב 

ותחת כל עץ רענן”
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      Daf 11: "ְך ַמֲחלֶֹקת  ,Unattributed Teaching – "ְסָתם ְוַאַחר ָכּ
                    Followed by a Dispute                 

On this daf, the Talmud references the following principle transmitted from 
generation-to-generation regarding the mishnayot collected by Rabbi Yehudah 
HaNasi — “Stam v’achar kach machloket, ayn halacha k’Stam.” When the Mishnaic 
text sets forth an anonymous or unattributed opinion, followed by an open Tannaitic 
dispute on the same matter, the halacha does not follow the unattributed opinion).

“Stam” refers to an anonymous Mishnaic teaching that is written as a consensus 
opinion, without citing any machloket (dispute) on the matter. In such cases, the 
halacha is set in accordance with the ruling of the Stam.

By contrast, the phrase: “v’achar kach machloket” refers to mishnayot in which 
Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi included an existing machloket Tannaim following the 
Stam opinion on that particular legal point.  Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi added in the 
machloket as a signal to future generations that he did not render a decision on the 
matter, and that one should not assume he had determined the halacha to be in 
accordance with initially cited opinion.

If that is the case, then why did Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi include the Stam viewpoint 
at the beginning of the mishnah? Rashbam explained that after Rabbi Yehudah 
HaNasi had already written down the Stam teaching, he changed his mind and 
decided not to issue a ruling on that halacha. However, he did not to erase the first 
piece of the mishnah text that he had already written.

כתיב 
הכא
התם

… K’tiv … written (in a pasuk)
… Ha’cha … Here
… Ha’tahm … There
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 Daf 13: "ף ְוָיֵתיב ָשׁ ֶנֶסת "ְדּ ית ַהְכּ  The Synagogue – ֵבּ
              That Was “Destroyed and Rebuilt”

The Talmud relates that Shmuel and his student Rav Yehudah went up on the roof 
of the “Shaf v’Yatev” synagogue — a shul in Neharde’a whose name indicated 
it had been ‘destroyed and rebuilt’. While on the roof, the pair had an increased 
level of yirat HaShem (fear of God). The Talmud attributes their heightened 
reverence to “be’ituta d’Shechina” (awe of the Divine Presence).

The “Shaf v’Yatev” synagogue was not an ordinary shul. In Masechet Megillah it 
says that the Shechina dwelled inside this synagogue in Bavel, while the malachei 
hasharet (ministering angels) surrounded the shul. Rashi comments that when 
Yehoyachin, king of Judah was exiled to Bavel, he brought with him from Jerusalem 
stones and dirt from which he built the “Shaf v’Yatev” synagogue. Hence, the shul 
was given its name because it had been uprooted from Jerusalem and re-settled 
in Babylonia. There is also a legend that the stones taken to build this synagogue 
came from the Beit HaMikdash.

Daf 14: ן ֵלִוי ע ֶבּ י ְיהֹוֻשׁ            Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi  – ַרִבּ

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi was a first generation Amora of Eretz Yisrael. He was the 
student of Rabbi Elazar HaKappar and Rabbi Yehudah Ben Pedaya. His students 
included Rabbi Yochanan, Rabbi Elazar, and Rabbi Hiyya Bar Abba. Chazal state 
that Rabbi Yehudah Ben Levi was an exceptionally righteous person and was one 
of the unique individuals, throughout all the generations, who were privileged to 
enter Gan Eden while still alive. Not only that, but Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi was 
privileged to receive multiple revelations from Eliyahu HaNavi.  According to legend, 
he also spoke to the Mashiach. Even though he was an Amora, one of his teachings 
was included in the mishnah, in the final Masechet (Okatzin) which closes the last of 
the six sedarim: “Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: In the World to Come, Hashem will 
make each righteous person inherit three hundred and ten worlds …”

Daf 15: רֹות רּומֹות ּוַמַעְשׂ ת ְתּ בּוָאה וַהְפָרַשׁ  Crops  – ְתּ
and the Setting Aside of Priestly Gifts and Tithes

According to Torah law, one is not 
required to set aside a portion of a crop for 
terumah or ma’aser until the produce has 
been brought into one’s home through the 
front door. Until that time, one is permitted 
to eat from the crop without setting any 
Levitical emoluments aside. However, 
Chazal decreed that one may only eat 
from these crops as achilat ar’ai (a snack) 

and not as achilat keva (a substantial meal). It should be noted that the feeding of 
animals is always deemed achilat ar’ai and is never considered achilat keva.

   
 

WHO’S WHO?
ELIEZER BEN-YEHUDA

(1858-1922)

Eliezer Ben-Yehuda was born as 
Eliezer Yitzhak Perlman, in Luzhki, 
Lithuania in 1857, where he received 
both Jewish and secular educations. 
In 1878, he traveled to Paris to study 
medicine, where he became interested 
in the return of Jews to Eretz Yisrael — 
and more specifically, the special role 
that the Hebrew language would play. 
In 1879, he published an article in the 
Hebrew periodical “Hashachar,” where 
he implored people in Eretz Yisrael to 
use Hebrew in daily conversation. 

After making aliyah to Eretz Yisrael 
in 1881, he Hebracized his name to 
Ben-Yehuda and settled in Jerusalem. 
In 1884, Ben-Yehuda began publishing 
“HaTz’vi,” his own Hebrew weekly and 
in 1889, he established the Hebrew 
Language Council, whose task was to 
develop new words for contemporary 
Hebrew language. He devoted the rest 
of his life to creating a comprehensive 
Hebrew dictionary. Ben-Yehuda is 
known as the driving spirit behind the 
revival of the Hebrew language in the 
modern era. 

Eliezer Ben-Yehuda while working on the Hebrew 
dictionary, 1912. Photo Source: Wikipedia. 

Ben-Yehuda postage stanp. israelphilately.org.il/
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Daf 16: ִלי ְרׁשּות ֵנס ְבּ   – לֹא ְלִהָכּ
               Do Not Enter Without Permission

The Talmud derives certain rules of etiquette from 
the Book of “Ben Sira.” Who was Ben Sira and 
what book did he write? Some say he was the 
son of the Yirmiyahu (the prophet Jeremiah) and 
that he wrote a book of meshalim (allegories), 
including teachings of wisdom — several of which 
are quoted in the Talmud. 

The original Hebrew of Sefer Ben Sira has long 
been lost. We only have access to the small 
selections preserved in the text of the Talmud. 
Among Ben Sira’s teachings, he cautions that it 
is improper to enter someone’s house suddenly, 
without warning. Rather, one should inform the 
person of his or her intentions, and ask permission 

first before entering. Rabbi Yochanan added that one should also be careful not 
enter one’s own house suddenly. Although when entering one’s own house there 
is no need to ask for permission, entering without first providing any notice shows 
a lack of derekh eretz (courtesy and respect).

 ON THE MAP
OF ISRAEL

BEN YEHUDA STREET—
Midrachov, Jerusalem

Named for Eliezer Ben-Yehuda, 
the founder of modern Hebrew, 
Ben-Yehuda Street is located in 
downtown Jerusalem and has been 
one of the city’s most important 
thoroughfares since the days before 
the State was established. 

The intersection of Jaffa Road 
and Ben-Yehuda Street is called 
Jaffa Square, an important gathering 
place in Jerusalem.  Ben-Yehuda 
was closed to automobile traffic in 
1983, becoming pedestrian-only, 
known since-then as the Medrachov. 
The street remains a very popular 
tourist destination. A walk down 
Ben-Yehuda is always exciting, 
with street musicians entertaining 
passers-by and tempting shops and 
restaurants. Whether day or night, 
Ben-Yehuda Street is considered the 
heart of downtown Jerusalem. Daf 17: סּוק יָצה ִעם ַהָפּ The Egg with the Torah Verse  – ַהֵבּ

On this daf, we learn that one should not consume garlic, or onion, or an egg that 
has been peeled and left sitting overnight because they are dangerous. One of 
the Rishonim wrote: “That which you asked about a peeled egg, and why we are 
no longer concerned about it, this is because the danger no longer exists and 
because the sacred writings on the egg protect one from danger.”

For many years, the true meaning of these 
words remained unclear.  To what kind of 
egg were the Rishonim referring and what 
were the kitvei kodesh (sacred writings) 
inscribed on those eggs? Eventually, Rabbi 
Meir Shapira discovered that on Shavuot, it 
was customary to study Torah with young 
children, and give them a peeled hard-boiled 
egg, with several words from a Torah verse 
(pasuk) written on it. The Rabbi would read 
the words of the pasuk with the child and then 

the youngster would eat the egg.  Now the context of the question was understood: 
How did they happily eat eggs that had been peeled the night before? To which they 
answered: The pasuk written on the egg saved the children from danger.

Ben Yehuda Street sign (top). 
Ben Yehuda street at night. (bottom).

Photosource: Wikipedia.
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Dvar Torah
LECH LECHA

If we were asked to paint a portrait 
of Avraham Avinu, how would we 
depict him? Likely, most of us would 
choose the common drawing made 
by kindergarteners, namely that of 
Avraham sitting at the opening of his 
desert tent, with his long white beard 
fluttering in the warm breeze of the 
barren landscape.

While this drawing portrays one 
aspect of his life and character, 
Parashat Lech Lecha reveals 
other important and noteworthy 
qualities and talents possessed by 
our forefather.

In the central narrative of the 
parasha, Avraham goes out to on a 
commando mission with a special 
force of 318 fighters to free his 
cousin Lot who was taken hostage 
in war. Avraham wins the battle, 
frees his cousin, and thus reminds 
us all that the valor and strength 
of our ancestors was no less 
impressive than their righteousness 
and moral greatness.

ִמי הּוא 
ַאְבָרָהם ָאִבינּו?

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1.  Who is the man depicted in the illustration?
2.  What was his nickname?
3.  Which newspaper did he establish and edit?
4.  Which words in the Hebrew language did he innovate?

1) Eliezer Ben Yehuda; 2) Mechayeh HaSafa HaIvrit (Reviver of Modern Hebrew Language); 
3) HaTzvi (The Gazelle); 4) Glida (ice cream), Rakevet (train), Mivreshet (brush), Midracha 
(sidewalk), and many other words.

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1.When and where did Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi live? Who were his teachers 
   and who were his students?
2. What was unique about the “Shaf v’Yatev” synagogue?
3. What is the meaning of the phrase: “Stam v’achar kach machloket”?


