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Explanation
At the time of the destruction of the Beit 
HaMikdash, God wanted to destroy 
the world because of Israel’s sins. 
However, because of the actions of the 
righteous, like Hananiah, Mishael and 
Azariah God refrained from doing so. 

... Nitkarrera da’ato* … He calmed down

... Hadassim ............… Myrtle

נתקררה 
דעתו

הדסים

Translation

Daf 92: ֲחזֹון ָהֲעָצמֹות ַהְיֵבׁשֹות  — 
  Vision Of The Valley Of The Dry Bones

This daf focuses mostly on the subject of Techiyat HaMeitim (revival of the dead) 
and cites various p’sukim (verses) in the TaNaKh that contain hints to the concept of 
Techiyat HaMeitim. Among the cited soures, the Talmud references Ezekiel’s prophesy, 
known as the “Vision of the Valley of the Dry Bones,” in which God commands the 
prophet Ezekiel to go to a valley filled with the bones of people who were killed and 
who would be resurrected according to God’s word.

Who were these dead people? According to the opinion of Rav, 
they were the descendants of Ephraim, who mistakenly calculated 
the time of the end of the Egyptian enslavement, thinking the 
redemption had arrived before the appointed time. They rebelled 
against the Egyptians, fled Egypt and were all killed in the desert. 
Some say that afterward, those who died remained alive and moved 
on to Eretz Yisrael — Rabbi Yehudah Ben Bateira attested in the Beit 
Midrash that he was one of their descendants. It is customary to 
publicly read this prophecy on the Shabbat during Pesach. Rav Hai 
Gaon suggested that the reason for this custom is the expectation 
for Techiyat HaMeitim to take place in the month of Nissan.
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      Daf 91: ִסיָסא ן ְפּ ִביָהא ֶבּ ר מֹוְקדֹון ּוְגּ ַסְנֶדּ  – ֲאֶלְכּ
                   Alexander Of Macedon & Geviha Ben Pesissa

More than 2,300 years ago, in the early Second Temple period, a powerful king and 
military leader named Alexander arose in Macedonia. He was known as both “Alexander 
of Macedon” and “Alexander the Great.” In his wars, Alexander conquered vast portions 
of the world and established a mighty empire. Alexander is considered responsible for 
spreading Greek culture throughout the world. The Talmud relates how in those days 
there were nations who claimed ownership over Eretz Yisrael.  A wise man named Geviha 
Ben Pesissa represented the Jewish People at a trial in front of King Alexander. His claims 
and the proof he provided led to a victory for Am Yisrael.

In another case, the Egyptians claimed was that Am Yisrael owed them significant sums 
of money dating back to when B’nai Yisrael left Egypt. They purportedly borrowed silver 
and gold utensils from their neighbors 
and never returned them. The Egyptians 
argued that the Jews were required to 
repay this debt. Geviha Ben Pesissa 
countered the Egyptian claim stating, 
“First, you must pay the salaries due 
to every member of B’nai Yisrael for the 
years they were enslaved in Egypt.” To 
this, the Egyptians had no reply and 
chose instead to retreat.

ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is a highly successful 
education program that began in Israel 
four years ago and has since earned 
widespread support and approval from 
Israel’s Ministry of Education. Talmud 
Israel combines Talmud study with Torah 
and modern Jewish and Israeli history. 
Talmud Israeli brings to learners of all 
ages and levels, the teachings of our 
sages, combined with a modern look at 
Jewish history. As we approach the 70th 
anniversary of Israel’s independence, 
Talmud Israeli will be giving learners a 
comprehensive picture of Israeli history.   

Please contact us to sign up
for Talmud Israeli!
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Daf 93: ר ּכֹוְכָבא Bar Kochba – ַבּ

The Jews rebelled against the Romans approximately 62 years after the destruction 
of the Second Beit HaMikdash. This revolt was known as the “Bar Kochba Rebellion,” 
named after Shimon Bar Kochba (son of the star), who was the rebellion’s leader. 
At first, the rebellion succeeded. As a result, Bar Kochba ruled over large portions 
of Eretz Yisrael for two-and-a-half years. Chazal tell us that Shimon Bar Kochba 
portrayed himself as a “messiah” or savior. However, once Chazal investigated and 
found Bar Kochba was not the messiah, they stopped supporting him. In the end, 
the revolt failed. In the course of the war many Jews were killed. Extensive areas of 
Eretz Yisrael were deserted, without any inhabitants. 

Following the rebellion, the Romans continued to issue 
cruel decrees, with even greater vigor, against the Jews 
of Eretz Yisrael. It should be noted that the name “Bar 
Kochba” is never mentioned in the Talmud. Rather, he is 
referred to as “Bar Kozeiva” or “Bar Kuzva”. In our times, 
letters were found with Bar Kochba’s signature, and the 
name signed on them is “Bar Kusva”. In the book “Me’or 
Eynayim” it says that Shimon was nicknamed “Bar 
Kochba” when he was thought to be the hero, or even 
messiah. However, once it became clear he was a false 
messiah, he was nicknamed “Bar Kozeiva” (son of the 
deceit) as an expression of disappointment.

Daf 94: ֵקה  – ִחְזִקָיּהו ַסְנֵחִריב וַרְבָשׁ
                Hizkiyahu, Sancherib & Ravshakeh

In the times of King Hizkiyahu, the Assyrian King Sancherib besieged Jerusalem 
with a massive army ready for war. Hizkiyahu attempted to appease Sancherib 
with gifts and more, but nothing helped. Before the start of the battle, Sancherib 
sent one of his servants, named Ravshakeh, to address the residents of 
Jerusalem and discourage them from fighting. However, he cursed and abused 
God’s name. During the night, an angel visited the Assyrian encampment and 
struck down all of the soldiers, totaling more than 185,000 men. The Talmud 
states that the God sent an angel to strike the soldiers down as an example 
of middah k’neged middah (measure for measure) — i.e., Sancherib abused 
and cursed God through an intermediary — so God paid him back using an 
angelic intermediary. In contrast, 
it was Pharoah himself who said, 
“Who is this God that I should heed 
His voice?” So, Hashem personally 
took revenge against Pharoah at the 
Red Sea — it was God Himself, and 
not an intermediary, who drowned 
the Egyptians in the sea.

 

תשי״ח/1958
FIRST CHIDON 

HATANAKH

The first adult Chidon HaTaNaKh 
(Bible quiz) took place as part of 
the tenth anniversary celebrations 
for the State of Israel. Thousands 
of residents signed up and took 
the requisite entrance exam, 
from which, outstanding students 
advanced to the regional quiz bowl 
and then to the national competition. 
Amos Chacham, a tongue-tied 
youngster, won the national 
contest. Prime Minister Ben-Gurion 
awarded him the title of “National 
Bible Winner”. Due to his family’s 
modest financial means, he did 
not even possess his own suit and 
had to borrow one from a friend to 
attend the award ceremony. The next stage 
was an International Bible Contest, which 
included representatives from around the 
world, including non-Jews. Amos Chacham 
also won this competition, without difficulty, 
and became the first International Bible 
Champion. Amos received tremendous 
respect and esteem, and was considered 
symbol of great knowledge.

Yitzhak Ben-Tzvi, David Ben-Gurion, 
Yitzhak Navon & Teddy Kollek at Chidon 
HaTaNaKh in 1958 (Gov. Press Office)
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Daf 96: ?ַמּדּוַע ָזָכה ְנבּוַכְדֶנאַצּר ִלְהיֹות ֶמֶלְך –
                  How Did Nevuchadnezar Merit Becoming King?

Nebuchadnezzar started out as a royal scribe. In those days, King Hizkiyahu fell 
ill and was about to die, when Hashem informed Hizkiyahu that He would add 15 
years to his life. While God was healing Hizkiyahu, He lengthened the day and the 
sun reverted to its position of ten hours earlier. The contemporaneous Babylonian 
king, Marduk-Baladan was accustomed to eating at noon. Afterwards, he would 
sleep for three hours, at which point his servants were responsible for waking 
him. On that lengthened day, when the king awoke he saw what he thought was 
the morning sun The king raged at his servants and said, You left me sleeping all 
night through until the next day? The royal servants replied: “No, your majesty. The 
day has turned backward” and they explained to him what had happened to king 
Hizkiyahu. The Babylonian king was very impressed and ordered gifts and greeting 
be sent to Hizkiyahu. Nebuchadnezzar, the king’s scribe, was not present at that 
time, so his alternate was the one to write the letter — 
and this is what he wrote: “Greetings King Hizkiyahu. 
Greetings to the city of Jerusalem and greetings to 
the Great God.” When Nebuchadnezzar returned, 
he was informed about the letter and he questioned 
whether it was appropriate to place Hizkiyahu’s name 
before that of God.  Rather, the letter should have 
read, “Greetings unto the Great God, greetings unto 
the city of Jerusalem and greetings unto Hizkiyahyu.” 
Nebuchadnezzar took four steps in order to call back 
the messenger to allow him to switch the messages. 
Because of those four steps Nebuchadnezzar took 
to catch the messenger and honor God he was later 
awarded the crown.

      Daf 95: ֶרְך A Miraculous Shortcut  – ְקִפיַצת ַהֶדּ

On this daf, the Talmud tells the stories of 
three people who experienced kefitzat derech 
(miraculous shortening of their expectedly long 
path): When Avraham’s servant Eliezer went to 
Charan to find a wife for Yitzchak, he met with 
kefitzat derech, after which he arrived in Charan 
the same day he set out on his journey. Ya’akov 
also experienced kefitzat derech when he went to 
Charan. At first, he set out from Be’er Sheva and 
made it most of the way to Charan. Suddenly, he remembered he had passed close 
by Mount Moriah and regretted not praying there. Ya’akov immediately experienced 
kefitzat derech and swiftly was transported to Mount Moriah. The third person who 
merited kefitzat derech was Avishai Ben Seruya. Once, Yishbi (the brother of Goliath) 
trapped King David, and sought to torture and kill him. Avishai Ben Seruya knew this 
fact and while on his way to save King David, his trip miraculously was shortened 
and he quickly arrived in the land of the Philistines.

Who's Who

David “Dudi” Sela
Israeli Tennis Pro

Several weeks ago we told you about 
famous American baseball players – 
Sandy Koufax and Shawn Green -- 
who chose to observe Yom Kippur 
instead of playing ball. 

This year, on Erev Yom Kippur, 
Israeli tennis pro Dudi Sela also chose 
not to compete on this holiest of days 
for the Jewish people. Sela is Israel’s 
top men’s singles player and he was 
supposed to compete at quarterfinals 
in a Chinese tournament. By quitting 
the competition, Sela, who is ranked 
77th in the world in tennis, forfeited 
tens of thousands of dollars and 
dozens of ranking points.

Like Sandy Koufax in 1965 and 
Shawn Green in 2001, Dudi Sela’s 
decision shows the world that 
religious observance stands above 
even the highest levels of sports. Just 
like Koufax and Green, Sela is not 
outwardly religious in his daily life, but 
his powerful message will affect Jewish 
people for generations to come. 

Kol Ha’Kavod Dudi Sela! 

Dudi Sela at US Open 2013. Photo 
source: Wikipedia/Alexisrael
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 97: ִעיר ָהֶאֶמת – City Of Truth

On this daf, the Talmud praises the attribute 
of truth and relays the story of a group 
of people in a particular place who took 
it upon themselves never to lie — under 
any circumstances. That place was called 
“Kushta” — “Truth” in Aramaic. In light of 
this behavior the residents of Kushta were 
rewarded with having no one from their 
city die before their time. Once, a man who 
came to Kushta who married a local woman 
and had two children. One time, a neighbor 
knocked on the door, asking to speak with 

his wife. Since at that moment his wife was washing her hair, the husband 
thought it was improper to tell the neighbor the real reason his wife was 
not able to come see her. So, he lied and said: “She’s not at home”. 
Shortly thereafter, both his children died. The other residents of the city 
approached the man and asked him kindly to move elsewhere, as they 
did not want him to cause the Angel of Death to visit their city.  

The moral of this legend is the impossibility of the existence of a place 
like Kushta in the world of ordinary human beings. We strive for absolute 
truthfulness, but recognize the inevitable need to stretch the truth from 
time-to-time.  

Is there a connection between the pasuk 
(verse) in our parasha,

“ׁשֵפְֹך ַדם ָהָאָדם ָבָאָדם ָדמֹו ִיָשֵפְך, 
ִכי ְבֶצֶלם ֱאלֹוִקים ָעָשה ֶאת ָהָאָדם”

“Whoever sheds the blood of a human being, 
by a human being shall his blood be shed; for in 
His image did God make man” and the words of 
Chazal in the Talmud in Masechet Bava Metzia: 

“ַהַמְלִבין ְפֵני ֲחֵברֹו ָבַרִבים ְכִאּלּו ׁשֹוֵפְך ָדִמים”?
“One who embarrasses a friend (literally 
“causes their face to whiten”) publicly, it is as if 
he shed his blood?” 

Rabbi Yisrael Meir HaCohen of Radin, “The 
Chofetz Chaim”, explains that publicly 
embarrassing someone can causes the face 
to turn color. This happens because the blood 
drains from the face and the face becomes 
pale. Therefore, taking someone’s life is not the 
only situation in which the blood is shed, but 
also if the blood drains away from the face as a 
result of an insult. This too is called bloodshed, 
and this is the interpretation —

“ׁשֵפְֹך ַדם ָהָאָדם ָבָאָדם”
 “The blood of a human, inside a human being” 
— even if one sheds blood within human being, 
it is called a spilling blood (i.e., murder).

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
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1. Who were the three people who merited 
“Kefitzat Derech”?

2. What did Nebuchadnezzar do to deserve 
becoming king?

3. What did the people of Kushta accept 
upon themselves?

חוכמת החכמים  
     ְיהֹוֻׁשַע ֶבן ְפַרְחָיה אֹוֵמר: ֱהֵוי ָדן 
     ֶאת ָכל ָהָאָדם ְלַכף ְזכּות: )אבות א:ו(

ִמּלֹון
Be/To be - ֱהֵוי/ִלְהיֹות

Judge - ָדן
 View/judge favorably e- ַכף ְזכּות

 Virtue/one's favor e- ְזכּות/ִלְזכּות
To try - ְלִהְׁשַתֵדל

ַעל  טֹוָבה  ַעִין  ַבֲעֵלי  ְוִלְהיֹות  ְלִהְׁשַתֵדל  ָצִריְך  ֶהְסֵבר: 
ְזכּות  ִלְלמֹד  ָחׁשּוב  ַהִניָתן  ְכֹכל  ָהֲאָנִׁשים.  ְוַעל  ָהעֹוָלם 
ַעל ֹכל ָאָדם ּוְלָפֵרׁש ֶאת ַהַמֲעִשים ֶׁשּלֹו ְלִחּיּוב ְוִלְזכּות.

 Positive outlook on - ַעִין טֹוָבה ַעל
As much as possible - ְכֹכל ַהִניָתן

Interpret - ְלָפֵרׁש
Deeds - ַמֲעִשים
 Positivity - ִחּיּוב


