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Explanation
A person who sues his friend for a large 
ten-liter oil lamp, while his friend claims 
the lamp he has in his hand is only a 
five-liter lamp. The defendant must 
take a shevuah (oath) in accordance 
with the law of partial admission 
(confirming that the five-liter lamp in his 
hand belongs to him).

ליטרין
חייב

Translation

Daf 41: "ֵני ָזֵקן קּום ְוָהַדְרָתּ ְפּ יָבה ָתּ ֵני ֵשׂ  Rise Before“  – "ִמְפּ
              The Aged And Show Respect Before The Elderly”           

The pasuk (verse) in Sefer VaYikra (Book of 
Leviticus), “Mip’nei say’va takum, v’hadarta p’nei 
zaken” teaches us the mitzvah of standing up in 
honor of a talmid chacham even if he is young, 
and standing for an elder even if he is not a talmid 
chacham. Masechet Kiddushin relates that Rabbi 
Yochanan would stand for every elderly individual, 
Jews and non-Jews alike. Rabbi Yochanan 
reasoned that every senior citizen deserves respect, 
in recognition of their having experienced many 
wonders and miracles as well as the stresses of life.

We are also taught on this daf how when Rav 
Nachman was sitting in his Beit Din (court) and 
Rav Huna’s wife arrived for a Din Torah that Rav 

Nachman stood to honor her — not because she was old, but because she was the 
wife of a talmid chacham and it was fitting to show her respect in recognition of her 
husband’s Torah learning.
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      Daf 40:  ִמְקָצת בּוַעת מֹוֶדה ְבּ  – ְשׁ
                    An Oath Of Partial Admission

What is a Shevuat Modeh B’Miktzat (Oath of Partial Admission)? Reuven sued Shimon, 
claiming Shimon owed him $200, and Shimon replied — “You are correct that I owe you 
money, but I only owe you $50.” In such a case, Shimon is required to take a shevuah 
(oath) that he indeed owes just $50. This halacha is called: “Modeh B’Miktzat” (partial 
admission). That is, a person who admits to owing a portion of a debt is obligated to 
take a shevuah, swearing that s/he does not owe any other portion of a debt.
 

There is also a case in which Shimon may say to Reuven, “In fact, I do owe 
you some money, but I am patur (exempt) for taking a shevuah.” This 

halacha is called: Te’a’no B’Chitim v’Hodah B’Se’o’rim ([He] 
claimed [he owes] wheat and admitted [to owing] barley). Reuven 

sued Shimon, claiming Shimon owes him 2 pounds of chitim 
(wheat). Shimon responded that he owes Reuven 1 pound 
of se’o’rim (barley). In this case, Shimon is not required to 

take a shevuah and does not owe Reuven any chitim. Why? Because 
Shimon’s admission about owing the se’o’rim is not considered “Modeh B’Miktzat,” 
since Reuven only sued Shimon over chitim, and Shimon did not admit to owing even 
one stalk of chitah. Thus, there is no justification to have Shimon take a shevuah, for 
he is exempt from paying back chitim.

.... Litrin ......... Liters

.... Chayav ..... Obligated
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Daf 42: י אֹוֵמר לֹא ָפַרְעִתּ ל ָהאֹוֵמר לֹא ָלִויִתי, ְכּ  All  – ָכּ
Who Say ‘I Did Not Borrow,’ Are Also Saying ‘I Did Not Repay’

The To’ve’ah (plaintiff), Chaim entered the courtroom along with another person, 
the “Nit’bah” (defendant). The head of the Beit Din asked: Who is the To’ve’ah? 
Chaim answered: “I am.” “What is your claim?” “I claim the Nit’bah borrowed $100 
from me and has not returned my money.”

“And what do you claim,” the dayan (judge) asked the Nit’bah. 
The Nit’bah replied: “I never borrowed anything from him 
in my life!” The Nit’bah did not know there were two eidim 
(witnesses) standing behind the Beit Din door. The pair 
came inside and testified: “We saw the Nit’bah borrow 

$100 from Chaim.” The Nit’bah then said: “In truth, I had borrowed from Chaim, 
but I already paid that money back.” The dayan says to the Nit’bah: “Now it is too 
late. If you had said from the beginning: ‘In truth, I borrowed, but I have repaid that 
debt,’ then the judgment would have been in your favor — until a time Chaim is 
able to provide proof that you have not repaid him. However, once you claimed: ‘I 
didn’t borrow any money,’ you admitted that you had not repaid the $100 back to 
Chaim. Therefore, you are obligated to pay that money to Chaim now.”

Rava stated this halacha succinctly: “Kol ha’omer lo liviti, gam omer lo parati.” 
(anyone who says ‘I did not borrow,’ it is as if they [also] said ‘I did not repay’).

Daf 43: בּוָעה ַעל ֲעָבִדים וַקְרָקעֹות   – ְשׁ
   An Oath About Slaves Or Property
              

The Mishnah on the previous daf lists items for which the Torah does not require 
an individual to take a shevuah (oath) before the court to confirm their assertions. 
Among them are: avadim (slaves) and karka (property). Reuven gave his eved (slave) 
to Shimon for safekeeping and while in Shimon’s care the eved was stolen. Shimon is 
not required to take a shevuah to confirm the eved was indeed stolen, despite the fact 
every type of shomer (guardian) is required to take a shevuah to confirm the details 
of their claim. We learn this halacha from the verse that obligates taking of a shevuah: 

“If a person gives money or goods to another for safekeeping, and they are stolen 
from that person’s house, if the thief is caught, the thief shall pay double … and the 
homeowner will come approach the court.” (Exodus 22:6).  That is, if the shomer claims 
that the object under his care was stolen, the shomer must take a shevuah to that 
fact. This pasuk specifically highlights “money or goods.” Both money and goods are 
moveable items, from which we may generalize and understand that one is not required 
to take a shevuah in the Beit Din over karka (land, immovable real property). And what 
about avadim (slaves)? Indeed, unlike land, avadim are not stationary. There is, however, 
a special exegetical rule linking slaves and land, whereby many of the laws pertaining 
to karka also apply to avadim. Accordingly, one does not take an oath over avadim.

 

תשל״ו/1976
OPERATION YONATAN

Operation Yonatan, also known 
as “Operation Entebbe” and 
“Operation Thunderbolt”, is the 
name of a military operation carried 
out by the Israel Defense Forces 
in Uganda on July 4, 1976. It was 
carried out to secure the release 
of 105 Jewish passengers, Israelis 
and Air France staff, who were 
kidnapped by terrorists during a 
flight from Israel to France. This 
operation was especially dangerous 
and daring, since the hostages 
were held in a hostile and distant 
country. Operation Yonatan was 
carried out because Israel refused 
to comply with the demands of 
the kidnappers. It was necessary 
to plan this complicated mission. Using 
transport planes, the elite Sayeret Matkal 
and paratrooper units landed in Entebbe 
secretly and managed to take control of the 
airport, kill the terrorists, and return most of 
the hostages to Israel. During the operation, 
the commander of the General Staff 
Reconnaissance Unit, Yonatan Netanyahu, 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netnyahu’s 
brother was killed. As a result, the mission 
was named in his memory.

של״ו/1976
ת
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Rescued Air France passengers wave to the 
waiting crowd while leaving the belly of the 
Hercules plane at Ben-Gurion Airport. Photo 

Source: Israel Government Press Office
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Daf 45: ְנָקס ְמַחֵיּב ִפּ וּם ַבּ Notation In A Ledger Is Binding – ָהִרּשׁ

Baruch’s grocery store was a meticulous operation. The box that contained his consumer 
accounts was always perfectly organized and up-to-date.  Many people trusted him. 
 

A building was under construction near the store. 
Sometimes the contractor would send workers to 
the store to purchase items on account, against 
their salaries. Baruch would write down their 
purchases, and once a month, the contractor 
would pay whatever was owed.

 
When one of the workers asked the contractor for 

his paycheck, he was told that he had already been paid. The contractor explained to 
the worker that he purchased $1,000 of items from the store yesterday. “I made no such 
purchase,” the worker replied. The contractor and the worker went to the store together. 
Baruch opened the customer account box and showed the contractor a note stating that 
a $1,000 purchase of groceries was made yesterday. 
 
What is the ruling? The Talmud says that the contractor must pay $1,000 both to his 
worker and to Baruch. The contractor must pay Baruch since that is what was written in 
the store ledger, which he has always trusted. The contractor must pay his worker unless 
he is able to prove the worker already had received his salary payment. Baruch’s ledger 
is only proof for the contractor; it is insufficient proof to deny the worker his salary.

      Daf 44: דֹול A Little Lamb, A Substantial Story – ָטֶלה ָקָטן, ִסּפוּר ָגּ

Nechemiah found a lost baby lamb and took it to 
his home in order to fulfill the mitzvah of HaShavat 
Aveidah (returning a lost object). Several hours 
later, a man came to Nechemiah who was able 
to accurately describe all of the identifying 
marks on the lamb. Nechemiah went to the yard 
to return the lamb to its owner. To his surprise, 
the lamb was gone.

 
“I am so sorry for the loss you have endured,” said Nechemiah, “I have no idea how 
this happened!” The owner of the lamb responded: “I think I should be sorry for the 
loss you endured!” “Me?” asked Nechemiah. “Yes, you!” the man replied. “The finder of 
a lost object is subject to the laws governing a shomer sachar (paid guardian). A shomer 
sachar who loses an object or has an object stolen from his possession is responsible to 
pay back the owner for the loss!”
 
“Why? A shomer sachar receives money. What have I gained here? I am a shomer 
chinam!” (unpaid guardian). “Correct, you did not receive money. However, you benefitted 
from the fact that during the time you were taking care of the lamb, you were exempt from 
giving Tzedakah to any needy people who knocked on your door, because — “HaOsek 
b’Mitzvah, patur min haMitzvah” (one who is occupied doing of a Mitzvah, is exempt 
during that time, from doing another Mitzvah).

Made In Israel

BriefCam
Founders: Gideon Ben-Zvi, 
Shmuel Peleg, Yaron Caspi
(2007)

There are approximately 250 
million professionally-installed video 
surveillance cameras in use around 
the world. Much of the video 
recorded goes unwatched and it can 
be tedious to try to find a specific 
single image recorded.

BriefCam gives people the ability 
to watch hours of surveillance 
video in minutes. The company 
was founded thanks to technology 
developed by Prof. Shmuel Peleg at 
the Hebrew University of Jerusalem. 
BriefCam uses a technology called 
“Video Synopsis”.

According to its website, BriefCam 
is being deployed at busy sites such 
as The Statue of Liberty in New York 
City, Chicago’s McCormick Place 
Convention Center and the New 
Taipei Safe City project in Taiwan. 

Thank you Israeli scientists for 
creating the technology needed to 
help make the world a safer place! 

Briefcam viewing synopsis.
Photo source: Briefcam/YouTube
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 46: בּוָעה ׁ          –  ֻחְמַרת ַהְשּ
               We Do Not Presume A Person To Be A Thief              

If a person sues someone and claims: “That item in your possession 
is mine,” the defendant does not need to bring evidence that the item 
indeed belongs to him, since there is a chazakah (presumption) that 
“we do not assume a person to be a thief.”  People are generally afraid 
to commit robbery. Therefore, physical possession is the best proof 
that that item actually belongs to that person.
 

A person passed a neighbor’s 
yard and identified a goat that 
belonged to him. The owner of 
the yard claimed: “I purchased 
that goat from you.” The passerby 
replied: “I have never sold a goat 
in my life.” 
 
There is a special ruling concerning 

items that move on their own. We do not rely on the abovementioned 
chazakah, as a goat need not be stolen for it to end up in a different 
location. The goat can walk by itself. That is why the owner of the yard 
still needs to prove that, in fact, he purchased the goat. 

The word ‘morasha’ (heritage, legacy) appears 
twice in the Torah. Once in Parashat VaEra, in the 
context of the promise of the Land of Israel — 
‘And I brought you to the land, concerning which I 
raised My hand to give to Avraham, to Yitzchak and 
to Ya’akov, and I gave them to you as a heritage, 
I am HaShem”, and the second time in Parashat 
v’Zot HaBracha, in reference to the Torah: “The 
Torah commanded to us by Moshe is a legacy 
for the Congregation of Yaakov.” The Chachamim 
provided an explanation for and a connection 
between the two references to “morasha” in the 
Torah.  Ba’al ha-Turim (Yaakov ben Asher, medieval 
rabbinic authority) explains: “It is thanks to the 
Torah that the land was inherited...” i.e., God gave 
both these two inheritances and legacies to Israel, 
with the intention of making contact between them 
and saying that thanks to one legacy — the Torah, 
we will merit inheritance of the second legacy — 
the Land of Israel.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. What did Chazal learn from the pasuk — “A person gives money or 
goods to another for safekeeping, and the goods are stolen from 
that person’s house. If the thief is caught, the thief shall pay double 
… and the homeowner shall approach the court” — regarding the 
obligation to take a shevuah over property?

2. What is a Shevuat Modeh B’Miktzat and when would a person 
make this type of shevuah?

3. What did Chazal learn from the pasul and command: “Rise before 
the aged and show respect before the elderly?”

ְוֵהֵבאִתי ֶאְתֶכם ֶאל ָהָאֶרץ 
אִתי ֶאת ָיִדי  ׁ ר ָנָשּ ֲאֶשׁ

ָלֵתת אָתֹּה 
ְלַאְבָרָהם ְלִיְצָחק ּוְלַיֲעקֹב 
ה  י אָתֹּה ָלֶכם מֹוָרָשׁ ְוָנַתִתּ

ֲאִני ה'


