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Explanation
Resh Lakish interprets the p’sukim in Sefer 
Yeshayahu (Isaiah) to mean that the ‘angel 
of Edom,’ the wicked Rome, will err and 
think he can be saved from his punishment 
in the refuge city of Betzer, but in the end 
he will be punished for his sins.

.... Shogeg ...... Accidentally, unintentionally

.... Meyzid ...... With malice and forethought
שוגג
מזיד

Translation

Daf 8:  ׁשֹוֵגּג ין רֹוֵצַח ְבּ The Unintentional Manslayer  — ִדּ

The second perek (chapter) of Masechet Makkot is 
titled, “Elu Hen HaGolim” (these are the people who are 
exiled). The perek deals with people who sentenced 
to galut (exile) because they killed someone b’shogeg 
(inadvertently). It is important to note that not every rotze’ach 
(murderer) warrants galut. Only a rotze’ach b’shogeg is entitled 
to galut. Someone who is a’noose (forced) to kill does not require 
galut. Someone who commits willful murder is patur (exempt, meaning, in this case, 
undeserving of protection) and does not have the advantage of going into galut.

The first Mishnah in the perek states that if a person lifts a barrel with a rope, and 
the rope snaps and is severed, causing the barrel to fall and kill someone, the 
unintentional murderer is not exiled. However, if one lowers a barrel and that barrel 
kills someone, the unintentional murderer is sent to galut. The same holds true for a 
person ascending or descending on a ladder.  If while going up the ladder he falls and 
accidentally kills the person below, he is exempt from galut, while if on the way down 
he falls and unintentionally kills the person below, he is sent to galut.

The difference between the cases is that when the barrel, or the person, goes up, the 
chances of falling are slim. Accordingly, if that person causes an unintentional death, 
it is in the category of a’noose who does not need galut. However, if a person kills 
another while descending, that individual is considered a shogeg and is sent into galut.
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סדר נזיקין, מסכת מכות, דף י“ב: 

“אמר ריש לקיש: שלוש טעויות עתיד 
זה  ‘מי  דכתיב  לטעות,  אדום  שרו של 
מבצרה’.  בגדים  חמוץ  מאדום  בא 
והוא  בצר  אלא  קולטת  שאינה  טועה 
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אלא שוגג והוא מזיד היה, טועה שאינה 

קולטת אלא אדם והוא מלאך הוא”
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      Daf 7:  ָחה ָפּ – ֵעִדים ְקרֹוֵבי ִמְשׁ
                        Relatives Serving as Witnesses

A relative may not serve as a witness in court about any matter 
connected to his or her family member — e.g., Reuven may not testify 
in the Beit Din (court): “My brother Shimon does not owe money to 

Ploni (so-and-so).”  A Beit Din once deliberated over a loan. Two 
eidim (witnesses) arrived to provide eidut (testimony) 

that a loveh (borrower) indeed owed money 
to a malveh (lender). There was also an ah’rev 
(guarantor) for this loan, who took responsibility 
for repayment in the event the loveh did not 
repay the malveh.  When the dayanim (judges) 
asked the two eidim whether they were relatives 
of the loveh or the malveh, they both responded: 
No! As a result, Rav Pappa thought it was 
permissible to accept their eidut. However, one 

Amora said to Rav Pappa that it was not possible to accept the eidut of these eidim, 
because they were relatives of the ah’rev, who is also party to the loan.
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ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is a highly successful 
education program that began in 
Israel and quickly earned widespread 
support and approval from Israel’s 
Ministry of Education. Talmud Israeli 
combines the study of Talmud with 
Torah, modern Jewish history and 
Israeli history. We strive to grant 
learners tools that strengthen Jewish 
identity and connections to Israel and 
the Jewish people. Talmud Israeli 
brings the teachings of our sages to 
learners of all ages. As we approach 
the 70th anniversary of Israel’s 
independence, Talmud Israeli has 
added a featured section that gives 
readers a comprehensive picture of 
Israel’s history. Please contact us to 
sign up for Talmud Israeli for your 
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Daf 9: ָעֵרי ִמְקָלט –  Cities of Refuge
   

The Torah mandates the designation of six Arei 
Miklat (cities of refuge).  A rotze’ach b’shogeg (an 
individual who murders unintentionally) escapes 
to a sanctuary city, so that the Go’el HaDam 
(blood avenger), a relative of the homicide victim, 
is prevented from harming him. However, if the 
rotze’ach b’shogeg leaves the Ir Miklat, the Go’el 
HaDam is permitted to kill him.

The six Arei Miklat are divided into two sets: 
Three cities on the east bank of the Jordan, 
which were set aside and designated by Moshe 
Rabbeinu, and they are — Betzer in the desert, 

Ramot in Gilad, and Golan in Bashan. Three additional Arei Miklat in Eretz Yisrael, as 
designated by Yehoshua Bin Nun, are — Hevron, Shechem, and Kadesh.

Each of the three cities in Eretz Yisrael corresponds to one of the three Arei Miklat 
on the east bank of the Jordan at the same latitude. Hevron is positioned directly 
across from Bezer; Shechem is located opposite Ramot; and Kadesh faces Golan.

Daf 10: ן ֵעֶבר ַהַיְּרֵדּ  Cities of Refuge  – ָעֵרי ִמְקָלט ְבּ
              on the East Bank of The Jordan

The fact that three Arei Miklat (Cities of Refuge) were located on the east bank 
of the Jordan, and another three were located in Eretz Yisrael, raises a difficult 
question: As only 2.5 shevatim (tribes) lived on the east bank of the Jordan, and 
nine and a half shevatim resided in Eretz Yisrael, why were the same number of Arei 
Miklat established in both regions? Only a small number of people lived on the east 
bank of the Jordan, while many people resided in Eretz Yisrael.

The Talmud answers that the Torah knew that many murderers were found in Gilad. 
Therefore, a larger number of Arei Miklat were required there relative to the size of 
the population. In addition, on this daf we learn that the Beit Din was required to 
attend to the welfare of those residing in the Arei Miklat, to ensure the needs of 
those who were exiled were met, 
including seeing to their livelihood, 
providing a source of water from 
which to drink, and so forth. If a 
talmid (Torah scholar) was exiled to 
an Ir Miklat, that talmid’s Rav was 
even obligated to go there to teach 
Torah to the talmid.

 

תשכ״ג/1963
2nd President of Israel 
Yitzhak Ben Tzvi Dies

Yitzhak Ben-Zvi (1884-1963) was 
the second President of the State 
of Israel, an historian, and one of 
the leaders of the Labor movement 
in Eretz Israel. Ben Zvi was born in 
Ukraine. He was a Zionist activist 
and founded the Po’alei Zion 
movement. In 1907, he immigrated 
to Israel and was one of the 
founders of Hashomer. Ben-Zvi 
was one of the signers of Israel’s 
Declaration of Independence. After 
the establishment of the State of 
Israel, Ben-Zvi was elected to the 
Knesset on behalf of the left-wing 
Mapai Party. In the first Knesset, 
he was a member of the Interior 
Committee and in the Second Knesset he 
was a member of the Interior and Knesset 
Committees. In addition, Ben-Zvi served as 
chairman of the Va’ad Leumi and a member 
of the Communal Committee in Jerusalem. 
As a researcher, Ben-Zvi explored the history 
of the Jewish people and the Land of Israel, 
focusing on the study of various Jewish 
communities within Israel, with the Oriental 
communities gaining his greatest interest. 
Ben-Zvi was elected President of the State 
in 1952, 1957 and 1962, and was the only 
president of Israel elected to three terms. 

שכ״ג/1963
ת

Israeli History
שנה למדינת ישראל ISRAEL@

70

Yitzchak 
Ben-Tzvi. 
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Source: 
Wikipedia
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Daf 12: ֵהן ָחָלל A Disqualified Kohen  – ֹכּ

A kohen is prohibited from becoming tamei (ritually unclean) through contact with 
a corpse, but is permitted to serve in the Beit HaMikdash. A yisrael is permitted to 
become tamei through contact with a corpse, but is prohibited from serving in the 
Beit HaMikdash. 

Who is permitted to become tamei through contact with 
a corpse and is able to perform a valid service in the 
Beit HaMikdash? The answer is a chalal. A chalal is a 
kohen born to parents who were unlawfully wed (e.g., 
a kohen marrying a divorcee). The son is referred to 
as a “chalal” (one who is disqualified), because he 
is disqualified from the holy status of the kehunah 
(priesthood). A chalal has the same status as a 
yisrael. He is permitted to come into contact 
with a corpse; despite the fact his father is 
a kohen. Nevertheless, the Torah stipulates 
that if a chalal were to serve in the Beit 
HaMikdash, his service is considered kosher 
and halachically valid, after the fact.

      Daf 11: ?ּתֹוָרה סּוִקים ָהַאֲחרֹוִנים ַבּ ַתב ֶאת ַהְפּ  – ִמי ָכּ
                    Who Wrote the Final Verses of the Torah?

The last eight p’sukim (verses) in the Torah at the end of Sefer Devarim describe the 
death and burial of Moshe Rabbeinu: “And Moshe, the servant of HaShem, died there 
… and He buried him in the valley, in the land of Moav, opposite Beth Pe’or, and no 
person knows the place of his burial, to this day … and the children of Israel wept for 
Moshe in the plains of Moav, for thirty days and then the days of weeping over the 
mourning for Moshe came to an end.” 

If Moshe Rabbeinu had already 
died, then who wrote these p’sukim? 
The Tannaim disagreed about the 
answer to the above question: There 

are those who say that Yehoshua Bin Nun wrote those p’sukim. There are others 
who say that Moshe Rabbeinu wrote them down as a prophecy, before the events 
occurred. Chazal relate that Moshe wrote these p’sukim as tears streamed from his 
eyes, as the words were dictated by God.
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With the ability to take almost endless 
photos on smartphones, people 
often have thousands of picture files. 
Developer and amateur photographer 
Genady Okrain has always been 
amazed by the number of photos 
taken on smartphones. He developed 
the Momento app in order to bring 
pictures to life and increase sharing 
of memories and experiences. By 
using a detection algorithm, the app 
automatically goes through photos and 
creates animated GIFs (similar to very 
short clips) of your “best moments” 
that can be easily shared. 

Momento is beautifully designed, 
simple to use and fun. Filters, text 
and stickers can be added to photos 
to enhance memories before sharing 
the customized GIF. Momento has 
been downloaded over 500,000 times 
in just one year! Currently featured 
in every Apple store worldwide, 
Momento is available in nine different 
languages and works on iPhones, 
iPads and even Apple TVs.

Thank you Israeli app developers 
for making it so easy for us enjoy 
lasting memories and share them 
with family and friends!
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Daf 13: ִוִיּים City of the Levites  – ָעֵרי ַהְלּ

Shevet Levi (the Levite tribe) did not receive a land inheritance in Eretz 
Yisrael along with the rest of the sh’vatim (tribes). The role of the levi’im and 
the kohanim was to serve in the Beit HaMikdash and to earn their living by 
receiving Levitical emoluments.

Where did the levi’im live? The Torah commanded every shevet to set 
aside several cities in which kohanim and levi’im would reside. These 
included the six Arei Miklat (cities of refuge) and another 42 cities — a 
total of 48 cities. The cities of levi’im also could function as Arei Miklat, 
providing safe haven for the accidental killer from the threat of the go’el 
ha’dahm (blood avenger).

We also learn in the Talmud that 
when B’nai Yisrael were in the 
desert, before the Arei Miklat 
were set aside, if someone killed 
another person accidentally, the 
manslayer could flee to the levi 
encampment. The levi encampment 
was located just outside the mishkan (tabernacle) 
and the rest of B’nai Yisrael camped around the levi’im.

Sometimes one small word makes all 
the difference. This is what Chazal teach 
us about the verse: “The voice is the voice of 
Ya’akov, but the hands are the hands of Esav.” 
Chazal wanted to draw our attention to one small 
word that is the profound difference between 
Jacob and Esau. When Ya’akov approached his 
father Yitzhak: “And Ya’akov said to his father ... 
Please rise, sit and eat of my game, so that your 
soul will bless me.” When Esav approached his 
father: “and he too had made tasty foods, and 
he brought them to his father, and he said to his 
father, ‘Let my father arise and eat of the game of 
his son, so that your soul will bless me.’”

The words of Ya’akov and Esav seem to be quite 
similar, but Chazal turn our attention to one word 
that Yitzhak said and Esav did not say: “Please”. 
The Kli Yakar commented that the single word 
which Ya’akov added is precisely the difference 
between exhibiting a sense of humility and 
displaying pride: “Ya’akov made a humble request, 
speaking in the present tense, trying to convince 
Yitzhak that he should sit down and eat. But Esav 
did not tell Yitzhak to move from the place he was 
standing and sit in a place ready to for him to eat. 
Esav did not utter the word ‘please’, he spoke in 
a more concealed, third person language out of 
tremendous arrogance.”

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1.  Who wrote the final verses in the Torah?
2. Where did the Levi'im reside?
3. How many Arei Miklat did the Torah command to be established?
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