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Explanation
God’s attribute of blessing is greater than 
God’s attribute of retribution. Therefore, 
(in Sefer VaYikra 26) the blessings begin 
with the letter “Aleph” and include every 
letter, finishing with “Taf”; while the 
curses start with the letter “Vav” and 
end with the letter “Mem,” which is just 
a total of eight letters.

... Poranuta ........ Suffering, retribution

... Layt ................ Cursed
פורענותא

לייט

Translation

Daf 85: "ִקְנַין ָחֵצר" – “Kinyan Chatzer,” 
                Acquisition By Placement in One’s Yard

“Kinyan Chatzer” is a method of acquisition. A person may acquire an item due to the 
fact that it is located on their yard or property. For example, a buyer says to a seller: 
“Place the item in my yard and I will buy it.” From the moment that the merchandise 
is placed in the yard — the acquisition has taken effect.

Through kinyan chatzer, one may also acquire an ownerless item — e.g., if an 
ownerless chicken left eggs in a given yard, the yard owner is entitled to those eggs, 
since they were left lying in his/her yard.

We learn on this daf that vessels with a container portion are considered a“chatzer” 
for the purpose of acquisition — i.e., an item placed in the container of a person’s 
vessel effects the transfer of ownership of that item to the vessel’s owner.

According to Rav Abahu: In any place 
where a person is permitted to set down 
his/her vessels the owner acquires items 
that might be left inside those vessels. A 
person does not have the right to leave 
vessels on a crowded street.  In that 
instance, the utensils do not acquire 
whatever is placed inside of them.
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 Daf 84: חֹוֶמץ ְוַיִין – Vinegar and Wine

Almost every drink that contains alcohol, like wine or beer, is susceptible to a process that 
results in the beverage becoming exceptionally sour. It is interesting to know that over 
150 years ago, it was discovered that bacteria are responsible for this souring process.

Whenever “chometz” is written the Torah or Talmud, it refers to wine that has soured.

The Talmud relates the following example: A person sold a barrel of wine, and afterwards, 
it turned out to be a barrel of vinegar.  Alternatively, a person sold a barrel of vinegar, 
and it became clear there was an error and the barrel was filled with wine instead. In 
both cases, the purchase is void, since wine and vinegar are considered different items 
and not interchangeable for purposes of trade and commerce.

What is the ruling regarding a person who set aside terumah 
from their barrels of wine, if it turns out their selected barrel 
is in fact vinegar? Some of Tannaim and Amoraim say
the terumah designation is void, since vinegar and 
wine are different items and one may not set aside 
terumah from one type of item on another.

Talmud Israeli–Daf Yomi for US
is now available in North America in 
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Daf 86: ה ִקְנָין ַמֲעֶשׂ  Buyer's Remorse  – ֲחָרָטה ְבּ

If a buyer and seller have agreed upon a sale, but have not yet implemented the 
acquisition — they are permitted to change their minds and go back on their 
agreement. However, from the moment the acquisition takes place, they may not 
renege on the deal.

This halachah applies to the following case. An 
individual agreed to sell a “kor” (a measure equivalent 
to 30 se’ah, approximately 15 gallons) of wheat to a 
buyer. The seller begins to measure out the wheat, 
se’ah-by-se’ah, and the buyer acquires each se’ah, 
one-by-one. Suddenly, after the 29th se’ah has been 
transferred, the buyer says: “Hold on! I changed my 

mind. I am not interested in this entire deal. Take back all of the wheat.” The seller 
claims in response: “You already acquired 29 se’ah. You may only change your 
mind regarding the last se’ah which you have not yet acquired!”

According to the Talmud, the judgment goes in favor of the buyer, since in keeping 
with the wording of the agreement between them, the entire kor — 30 se’ah 
— is considered one deal, and until that entire quantity has been supplied, it is 
permissible for the buyer or seller to change their mind.

Made In Israel
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2015

Daf 87: ֶמן                 Drops of Oil – ִטיּפֹות ֶשׁ

In order to purchase oil in ancient times, a buyer would 
bring an empty jug to a seller, who would then fill the jug 
with oil. Since oil is thick, a bit of oil always remains at the 
sides and bottom of the vessel from which it is poured. 

Therefore, Chazal instructed a seller to complete pouring 
the oil into the buyer’s jug, and then hold the vessel to 
pour a minimum of three additional drops into the buyer’s 
jug — so the buyer would not lose out on the oil that 
remained behind.

The Mishnah teaches that the Chachamim exempted storeowners from Chazal’s 
instructions, as storeowners are very busy and do not have the leisure to stand 
around with jugs dispensing additional drops of oil to every customer. Only in a case 
where the seller is not a shopkeeper, e.g., if the seller sold some oil unexpectedly, 
the seller is obligated to add the additional drops.

Rabbi Yehudah disagrees and says the Chachamim only exempted the storeowner 
from taking time to pour the additional drops on Erev Shabbat, toward evening, 
when time is very tight.

Mixtiles. Photo Source: Mixtile Facebook

With advances in technology over the 
past decade and the massive popularity 
of the smartphone, photography has 
taken on a life of its own. According to 
conservative estimates, 1 trillion photos 
will be captured on smartphones in 
2017. What happens to these pictures? 
Most of them remain stored in the 
user’s phone or are stored away a 
storage device. 

The founders of Mixtiles thought of a 
better way to save these pictures. Mixtiles 
is a mobile application that turns images 
into removable tiles you can hang on your 
walls. Users crop the desired photos as 
they wish and Mixtiles turns it into an 
8”x8” wall tile that can be removed and 
reattached at least 20 times! While this is 
a benefit to those who rent their homes, 
or college kids living in dorms, it is also 
extremely convenient for everyone who 
just likes variety and the ability to change 
their decor at will — without damaging 
their walls. 

The innovation in Mixtiles products 
is actually the exclusive material used 
to produce the tiles, which is extremely 
lightweight. 

Thank you Israeli developers for 
figuring out a way to celebrate our 
memories and make use of the 
high quality photos we all have in 
our phones!
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Daf 88:  ָלעֹות A Pumpkin Salesman – מֹוֵכר ַהְדּ
  
A person once brought pumpkins to sell in a town called “Pum Nehara” (Pi hanahar, 
or river’s mouth, in Hebrew). A throng of people came by the pumpkin stand and 
each one picked up a pumpkin. The seller became overwhelmed by the huge 
crowd and did not know which passersby had taken pumpkins. As such, the seller 
had no idea whom he could ask for payment.

The seller was furious at the people who took pumpkins without paying, and angrily 
yelled out: “I hereby consecrate all these pumpkins as hekdesh!”

Is it so that no one is permitted to derive benefit 
from those pumpkins, since they have been 
declared heskdesh?

Rav Kahana said that in this case,
the declaration of hekdesh does not 
take effect, since the pumpkins no longer
belonged to the seller — i.e., from the moment the people picked up the pumpkins, 
the pumpkins were acquired and the people were obligated to pay money in 
exchange. Therefore, the pumpkins are not holy and the buyers are obviously 
obligated to pay their full price to the seller.
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Mazkeret Batya, located about 16 
miles southeast of Tel Aviv, was 
founded in 1883 by a group of 
religious chalutzim (pioneers) from 
Russia, together with local Jews. The 
town came into being during the First 
Aliyah. An estimated 30,000 people 
participated in the movement to Eretz 
Yisrael between 1882-1903, which 
was the first major wave of Zionist 
immigration and mostly included 
Jewish people from Eastern Europe 
and Yemen. 

This town, whose original name 
was Akron, would not have come into 
being had it not been for “HaNadiv 
HaYadua”, ‘the known benefactor’, i.e. 
Baron Edmond de Rothschild, who 
was instrumental in funding many of 
the new settlements in Eretz Yisrael 
during the First Aliyah, (including 
Bat Shlomo, Binyamina and Zichron 
Yaakov.) Mazkeret Batya was named 
for Rothschild’s mother Betty, whose 
Hebrew name was Batya, as the other 
settlements were named for his other 
family members. 

Today, approximately 13,000 
people live in Mazkeret Batya, which is 
a charming town, slightly off the beaten 
path. Many of the town’s original 
buildings still stand, with the main street 
named Rothschild (many other cities 
in Israel honor Baron Rothschild by 
naming main streets in his memory).

Daf 89: קֹולֹות ִמְשׁ Caution With Weights  – ְזִהירּות ְבּ

The Torah bans deceitful business practices, and commands the seller to 
carefully check that the scales used to weigh merchandise are balanced — so 
no mistakes are made.

It is also important to be precise and ensure the 
weights are accurately balanced. On this daf of 
Talmud, we learn that it’s prohibited to make weights 
out of metals which naturally rust, because rusted 
metal deteriorates over time and decreases in 
weight. (This would cause the buyer to pay for more 
merchandise than they would receive.)

The Torah was strict regarding these prohibitions, 
going so far as to forbid possession of imprecisely 
measured weights because one might mistakenly 
use them to weigh merchandise.

When measuring land for sale, it is also important to 
measure precisely, utilizing engineering wisdom, so 
as not to make an error in calculating the area of the 
property. One who deceives any one with imprecise 
weights violates a Torah prohibition and is obligated to 
return the extra money. Photo Source: Google Maps

Scan this QR CODE & view 
a video clip on this sugya

HMazkeret Batya



4

Seder Nezikim |  Bava Batra 90
בס"ד

Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 90: סּוְרָיא –  Suriya
   

Several sugiyot (Talmudic discussions) deal with halachot connected to 
“Suriya” (Syria). Generally, these halachot pertain to “Mitzvot ha’Tluyot 
baAretz” (mitzvot observed in Eretz Yisrael) — e.g., terumot and 
ma’asrot. While it is not as holy as Eretz Yisrael, Suriya does have some 
element of the holiness of Eretz Yisrael.

Rambam writes in Hilchot 
Trumot, Chapter 1, regarding the 
status of “Suriya”:  
“The lands which King David 
conquered outside of the land of 
Canaan, e.g., Aram Naharaim and 
Aram Tzovah and Achlev, and the 

like, even though David was King of Israel and he acted with the consent 
of the High Court, these lands are not considered like Eretz Yisrael with 
regard to all matters, nor are they considered like the Diaspora—i.e., 
Babylonia and Egypt, with regard to all matters. Instead, these countries 
are exceptions. They were removed from the category of the Diaspora, 
but did not enter the category of Eretz Yisrael. For what reasons was 
the status of these countries considered less than Eretz Yisrael? The 
answer: King David conquered them before he conquered all of Eretz 
Yisrael, though there were still members of the seven nations there. If, 
however, King David had conquered the entire land of Canaan — to 
all of its boundaries— and conquered other lands after that, then his 
entire conquest would have equal status to Eretz Yisrael, with regard 
to all matters. And the lands King David conquered are called Suriya.”

In Parashat Shemini, the Torah details which animals 
are impure and which are pure. “And God spoke 
to Moshe and Aharon to tell them. Speak to B’nai 
Yisrael to tell them which animals are permissible 
to be eaten amongst all the animals that roam the 
earth…”

Chazal questioned why the Torah prohibits eating 
certain animals and allows the consumption of 
others? Several fundamental answers were given 
to answer this essential question:

Rambam (Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon) wrote that 
the Torah prohibited specific foods because their 
consumption is harmful to the body. However, the 
Ramban (Rabbi Moshe Ben Nachman) disagreed 
on this matter, stating that the Torah is not a medical 
book. Ramban asserted the Torah prohibited 
eating impure animals because they harm one’s 
soul and fill a person with bad attributes.

According to other commentators, some animals 
were prohibited not due to any defect in that 
animal, but rather to accustom people to control 
their passion for eating and not to eat everything.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. What is “Kinyan Chatzer” and what can one acquire 
by that method?
2. A buyer and seller have agreed to the sale of a given 
item— until what point may they change their minds and 
when are they no longer able to renege on the deal?
3. Why does the Torah prohibit possessing imprecise 
weights in one’s home?

חוכמת החכמים

ַשַמאי אֹוֵמר: ֱאמֹר ְמַעט ַוֲעֵשה ַהְרֵבה. )אבות א׳,ט׳׳ו(

ִמּלֹון 
 Little/decreasen– ְמַעט/ְלַמֵעט

Make efforts – ִהְשַתֵדל
Talk, chatter – ִדבּוִרים

ֶהְסֵבר: ִהְשַתֵדל ְלַמֵעט ְבִדבּוִרים ּוְלַהְרבֹות ְבַמֲעִשים.

 To increasen– ְלַהְרבֹות
Actions, deedsv – ַמֲעִשים


