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“Love your neighbor 
as yourself”

The Talmud repeatedly emphasizes the 
importance of remaining sensitive to the 
feelings and needs of others. Ketubot 61 
teaches that if a person prepares a feast 
in which cooked dishes with an enticing 
smell will be served, one should provide a 
portion to the waiters or waitresses to eat 
beforehand. Why may the host not tell the 
server to wait to eat until all of the invited 
guests have completed their meals? 
Answer: Denying the server food causes 
the server to crave that food. Yearning to 
eat inaccessible delicacies could arouse 
great anxiety within an individual. Likewise, 
in such a case it is necessary to offer food 
to those standing in the area, close enough 
to breathe in the appetizing aroma.

The Talmud tells about a tzaddik who 
made sure his servants each were given 
a portion to eat in advance of the banquet 
guests. In the end, that tzaddik earned 
a great reward for treating his servants 
with nobility and demonstrating good 
character. This tzaddik merited Eliyahu 
HaNavi appearing before him.

From the talmud 
Daf Yomi for Pesach
masechet  Ketubot

   daf 61
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Why do we drink precisely four cups of wine
on the Seder night? 

Chazal, our Sages, gave several reasonable explanations:

Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Benayah: The four cups allude to the 
four expressions of redemption that God detailed when He spoke to Moshe: 
“v’Hotzeiti” (and I will bring you out); “v’Hitzalti” (and I will save you); “v’Ga’alti” 
(and I will redeem you); “v’Lakachti” (and I will take you). 

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi said: The four cups refer to the four times the word 
“cup” is mentioned in the dream Yosef interpreted for Pharaoh’s chief cup-
bearer, and based upon which Yosef was redeemed and released from prison.

Rabbi Levi said: The four cups relate to each of the Kingdoms under which 
Israel was enslaved over the generations — that is, Babylonia, Persia, Greece 
and Rome — asserting that just as we were delivered out of Egypt, we were 
also redeemed in these cases.

Chachamim stated that the obligatory cups of wine at the Seder point to the 
four cups of Divine retribution that God will give haters of Israel to drink as 
punishment in the future.

The Fifth Cup 
•••••

A Cup for Eliyahu

The Chachamim disagreed over 
whether it should be required to 
drink a fifth cup of wine at the 
Seder. Ultimately, halacha called for 
drinking four cups of wine, though 
a fifth cup was to be filled and left 
untouched. This fifth cup is called, 
“Kos Eliyahu” (Elijah’s cup), since 
tradition states that once Eliyahu 
HaNavi arrives, only then will he 
settle the dispute regarding how 
many cups of wine it is necessary 
to drink at the Seder.
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There are some who interpreted the above-mentioned gathering of sages as more 
than merely a shared Pesach Seder, but rather as a meeting to discuss how to fight 
against the Romans and participate in Bar Kochba’s revolt — which took place 
during that same period. They convened in the home of Rabbi Akiva, who was a 
Bar Kochba supporter and one of the leaders of the revolt. The Chachamim were 
occupied recalling the Exodus from Egypt that entire evening, while contemplating 
how they would fight. The Chachamim continued their discussion until their students 
came, informing them: “It’s time to recite the morning-time Shema.” 

“A Tale of Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi 
Elazar ben Azariya, Rabbi Akiva, and Rabbi Tarfon, 
who were reclining in the city of B’nei Brak.” 

“Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land that is not their own, 
and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years; but I will execute 
judgment on the nation they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great 
wealth” (Breisheet 15:13-14). 

If it was God’s will that the Egyptians enslave Israel then why does God punish 
them for doing so afterward? If they were indeed fulfilling God’s will, why do they 
deserve to be punished? Ramban answered that the punishment received by the 
Egyptians was not handed down for their enslavement of Israel, but rather, for how 
terribly they treated the slaves. They brutally tortured B’nai Yisrael. They abused 
them and threw their infants into the Nile. These actions went far beyond what God 
had decreed, and therefore, they deserved punishment.

God made the following promise to Avraham 
in the Brit Ben HaB'tarim Covenant: 

   
The AFIKOMAN

“Afikoman” comes from the Greek 
(epikomen), meaning, dessert of 
the feast, or “that which comes 
after.” The Mishnah teaches: 
“Ayn maftirin achar haPesach 
afikoman,” In other words, after 
eating the Korban Pesach, one 
should not eat anything, so that 
the taste of the Pesach offering 
remains in one’s mouth.

IN EVERY
GENERATION

each Jew is obligated to see him or herself
as if s/he personally went out from Egypt

ָכל ְבּ
ּדֹור ָודֹור 

ַחָיּב ָאָדם ִלְראֹות ֶאת ַעְצמֹו 
ְצָרִים ִאיּלּו הּוא ָיָצא ִמִמּ ְכּ
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Rabbi Yehudah noted that the acronym for the ten plagues was D’TZACH ADASH 
B’ACHAV.  Why did he offer this mnemonic device? Is it difficult to remember the 
plagues without such assistance? He wanted to teach us that the plagues can be 
divided into three different grouping: 

Rabbi Yehudah has a mnemonic device for the plagues:

between the Chachamim, (the Sages) in which each Chacham tries to increase 
the number of plagues that God brought upon the Egyptians. Why did the various 
Chachamim attempt to prove there were an increasing number of plagues in 
Egypt? The Vilna Gaon posited an answer. In Sefer Shemot (Exodus 15:26), God 
promises Am Yisrael — “Every illness I afflicted up Egypt, I will not place upon 
you, because I am God, your healer.” The Chachamim attempted to increase the 
number of plagues and diseases that took place in Egypt, to spare Am Yisrael 
from those very sicknesses.

“Had You only brought 
us before Har Sinai, 
and not given the Torah 
to us — DAYEINU,” 
(that will suffice for us)?

Chazal ask: How is it possible to 
say about the abovementioned 
statement — “DAYEINU”? What 
benefit would there have been in 
standing at Har Sinai if not to receive 
the Torah? Rashi explains that while 
Israel stood below Har Sinai, waiting 
to receive the Torah, they were 
unified: “Like one person, with one 
heart.” With Rashi’s commentary 
on the pasuk above in mind, the 
Hagaddah says “Dayeinu.” To attain 
such total unity, it would have been 
worthwhile to leave Egypt and stand 
at the foot of Har Sinai even without 
receiving the Torah.

The first category of plagues (blood, frogs and lice) come up from 
underground and strike the water and the earth’s soil. 

The second grouping of plagues (flying insects, cattle disease and boils) affect 
the face of the earth, harming humans and the cattle that roam the land. 

The third grouping of plagues (hail, locusts, darkness and smiting of the first-born) 
rain down from the heavens. 

In this manner, God showed the Egyptians that He controls the entire 
world — the earth and water, humans and animals, as well as the things 

that fall from the sky.

In the Haggadah there is a sort of “competition”

Photo on exhibit at the Diaspora 
Museum, Tel Aviv - The exhibit note 
says "Double page of a "Dayyeinu" 
from the Birds' Head Haggadah 
manuscript, South Germany. 
c.1300. Photo Source: Wikipedia.
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Explanation
Rabbah Bar Rav Huna learns from 
the pasuk in Isaiah that there are ten 
species of cedar, including acacia, 
myrtle, pine, and others.

... Araza ........ Cedar

... Toranita...... Acacia
ארזא

תורניתא

Translation

Daf 78: "אֹוָנַאת ָממֹון" –  Exploitation, Fraud & Price Gouging

The prohibition against “ona’at mammon,” financial exploitation, is the ban against 
obtaining money in a dishonest manner. The Torah prohibits selling something, without 
the buyer’s knowledge, at a price higher than its true worth. A seller may however tell 
a potential buyer, “The price of a pound of cucumbers is $1.50, and I sell them for 
$15, because that is what I feel like doing.” If the buyer still wants to purchase the item 
despite the exorbitant cost, they will buy it.  If they are discouraged by the price, then 
they will not buy. However, if the buyer is unaware that the price is excessive, the seller 
will have violated the issur ho’na’ah (prohibition on fraud.)

This halacha also applies to the buyer. If the seller requests 
an unusually low price because s/he is unaware that 
the item’s true value is significantly higher, the buyer is 
obligated to alert the seller. “I am happy to purchase this 
item inexpensively, but you should know that the market 
price of this item is considerably higher and you could 
legitimately charge a much higher price for it.”

From the talmud 
Seder NezikiN

MaSechet  Bava Batra
   daf 80

Seder Nezikin  |  Bava Batra 77 – 83
Shabbat Chol HaMoed Pesach |  13-19 Nissan (Apr. 9-15)

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף פ׳: 

רב:  בי  אמרי  הונא  רב  בר  רבה  “אמר 
אתן  שנאמר:  הן,  ארזים  מיני  עשרה 
במדבר ארז שיטה הדס ועץ שמן אשים 

וגו'. ארז - ארזא, שיטה תורניתא.”
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 Daf 77: ֵרדֹות ְוָקרֹון Sale of a Wagon and Mules – ִעיְסַקת ְפּ

A potential transaction involves the sale of a wagon and the mules standing near it. A 
seller and a buyer agree on the sale of the wagon. Afterwards, an argument broke out 
between them regarding the mules. The buyer claimed he had intended to purchase 
the mules as well, while, seller said, “I sold only the wagon to you.”

Who is correct? The answer depends on whether the mules 
were fastened to the wagon at the time of the sale. If they 
were fastened to the wagon, then the mules are included 
in the sale. This is what is meant by “asur — liknot hakol” (if 

tied-up, then acquire all) — i.e., if the mules are tied-up to the wagon, we conclude the 
owner must have decided to sell them as well. If the mules are not tied-up, then the sale 
applies only to the wagon. That is the meaning of the phase “mutar —liknot chelek” (if 
loose, then only a portion is acquired). Thus, if the mules are not tied to the wagon, then 
the acquisition only applies to a portion — in other words, only the wagon.

Talmud Israeli–Daf Yomi for US
is now available in North America in 
English! Tens of thousands of copies 
of Talmud Israeli are distributed weekly 
across Israel – in schools, synagogues, 
and communities – earning widespread 
support and approval from Israel’s 
Ministry of Education. This hugely 
successful project combines Talmud 
study with Israel, modern Jewish 
history and Torah. Talmud Israeli brings 
the teachings of our sages, combined 
with a modern look at Jewish history 
to learners of all ages and levels. Over 
the past few months, Daf Yomi for US 
has been customized for an American 
audience and is thrilled to offer this 
program to educators. Please contact 

us to sign up for Talmud Israeli!

To learn more, view
our YouTube video

חג פסח כשר
ושמח
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Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 79-80
בס"ד

Daf 79: ׁש ֶהְקֵדּ    The Prohibition  – ִאיּסּור ְמִעיָלה ְבּ
            of Misappropriating Consecrated Items

“Hekdesh” is money or an item that belongs to the Beit HaMikdash. For example, a 
person says, “I dedicate my chair to the Beit HaMikdash,” so from that moment on, 
the chair becomes “hekdesh” and is the property of the Beit HaMikdash.

The Torah states there is an “Issur Meilah,” (prohibition against misappropriation) — 
meaning, one may not derive benefit from hekdesh — and anyone who does derive 
benefit from hekdash, violates the prohibition against misappropriation.

If a person accidentally misappropriates hekdesh (e.g., if someone mistakenly 
eats an item designated as hekdesh), that individual is obligated to pay toward 
hekdesh the sum of the value of the food eaten — this is called the keren 

(principal). In addition, the individual 
is obligated to pay “chomesh” (an 
additional one-fifth). For instance, if the 
individual ate a loaf of bread worth $1, 
they must repay $1.25 ($1 = keren and 
25 cents = chomesh).

Aside from paying the chomesh, the person 
must bring a special offering, called “asham 
me’ilot” (guilt for misappropriation). The 
individual is obligated to bring this offering 
to atone for the transgression so that God 
will forgive the offense committed.

Made In Israel
Mobileye
Amnon Shashua & Ziv Aviram
Founded: 1999, Jerusalem

Daf 80: ְמִכיַרת יֹוִנים – Sale of Doves                

The Talmud tells us several interesting details regarding the nature of doves as 
known to the Tamudic era chachamim.

Doves lay two eggs each month. A female dove hatches from one egg, and a 
male from the other. In the month of Adar, doves do not lay any eggs. Once a 
dove hatches, it takes only two months until that dove is able to lay eggs. Dove 
breeders always kept one pair of young doves from those born in the month of 
Nissan. This purpose was to keep the parent doves from feeling lonely 
and possibly leaving the nest.

And how is this connected to the halacha? The 
Mishnah states: “If a person sells all of the 
doves born in his/her coop in a given year, 
the breeder surely did not intend to sell the 
first pair, as dove breeders always insist on 
leaving one pair in the nest.”

Mobileye develops vision-based 
advanced driver-assistance systems 
designed to make roads safer and 
help prevent car accidents. The firm's 
technology is based on the use of 
optical vision systems with motion 
detection algorithms. 

Mobileye’s first customers were 
BMW, General Motors and Volvo, 
whose electronics suppliers integrated 
Mobileye’s technologies into their 
cars, at first as an optional accessory  
and later, as standard equipment. 
According to Amnon Shashua, 
Mobileye is currently working with 27 
car manufacturers. 

In March 2017, Intel announced that 
they had agreed to aquire Mobileye for 
$15.3 billion, which is the largest ‘exit’ 
in the Israeli tech industry thus far. 

Thanks to Israeli scientists, 
the roads are being made safer 
for everyone!

Mobileye in action
Photo Source: israel21c.org
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Daf 81:  יּכּוִרים  The Mitzvah of the First Fruits – ִמְצַות ִבּ
  
A person who owns a grove or a field, on which he grows one of the “Shiv’at 
HaMinim,” (seven fruits and grains mentioned in the Bible as typical of the land of 
Israel) is obligated to bring each year’s first fruits to the Beit HaMikdash. At the Beit 
HaMikdash, he gives the produce to the kohanim.

“Bikkurim” (first fruits) comes from the word “bechor” (first-born). These fruits are 
likened to the first-born of humans.

A person walks into his grove and identifies a fruit beginning to grow between the 
leaves of a tree. He takes out a string, and ties it onto the fruit and says, “This [fruit] 
will be bikkurim.” When that first fruit grows sufficiently, and is ready to be eaten, 
the owner harvests it, places it in a utensil and brings it up to the Beit HaMikdash.  

Upon delivering the bikkurim to the Beit HaMikdash, the owner 
of the fruit must also recite a Biblical passage in a ceremony 

known as “Mikra Bikkurim.”  He recites a section 
from Parashat Ki Tavo that expresses 

gratitude for Eretz Yisrael and more. On 
this daf, we also learn that a person who 
owns a tree, but not the ground beneath 

the tree, need not bring bikkurim.

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

Henrietta Szold, born in Maryland, 
was one of the first supporters 
of Zionism. In 1896, she gave a 
speech outlining her beliefs that 
Jewish people should be allowed to 
return to Eretz Yisrael, our historical 
homeland, and should also work to 
revive Jewish culture.

Szold visited Eretz Yisrael for the 
first time in 1909 and made it her 
life’s mission to rebuild the Jewish 
homeland. She returned to the 
United States and in 1912, founded 
Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist 
Organization of America, which very 
quickly became a popular American 
Jewish organization.

In 1920, Szold returned to Eretz 
Yisrael to take over Hadassah’s 
medical unit and settled there. 
She devoted the rest of her of her 
life to providing healthcare and 
educational services to those living 
in the Yishuv (pre-State Israel), while 
also rescuing children from the 
Holocaust with the Aliyat Ha’Noar 
program (Youth Aliyah). 

Daf 82: ִרים ָלֲאָדָמה  – ְמִכיַרת ֵעִצים ְמחּוָבּ
                The Sale of Trees Attached to the Ground 

In the case of a person who made an agreement to acquire some trees planted in 
the ground, the question arises whether the land under the trees is automatically 
included with the sale. The answer is dependent upon the situation: if the agreement 
was for one or two trees, then the sale applies only to those trees. The buyer does 
not acquire any of the karka (land) around the trees. However, if the sale was for three 
or more trees, then the buyer acquires the karka, as well. This is because three trees 
constitute a field. It is generally understood that an individual who comes to purchase 
three trees intends to also acquire the plot of land on which the trees are planted.

On this daf, the Talmud also explains the scope of the plot of land the buyer acquires 
along with the three trees. Specifically, they acquire the area under the branches, 
the area between the trees, and the area surrounding those trees — “HaOreh,” 
which equals an area sufficient for gathering 
the tree’s fruit.

Rashbam explains that the term “oreh” refers 
to one who harvest figs— just as a harvester 
of grapes is called a “bo’tzer,” a harvester 
of grain is called a “ko’tzer,” a date-picker 
is called a “go’der,” a harvester of olives is 
called a “mo’sek,” and a gatherer of the 
remaining types of fruit is called a “me’la’ket.”
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Seder Nezikim |  Bava Batra 83
בס"ד

Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 83: ֶרם ְלֵאי ַהֶכּ Mixed Breeds in the Vineyard  – ִכּ
   

A halachic distinction exists between 
a single grapevine (gefen) or random 
individual vines (atzei gefen bodedim) 
and an entire vineyard (kerem) 
regarding kilayim (hybrid mixtures). The 
difference is that one who sows seeds 
in the area of a vineyard needs to ensure a greater distance between the 
two than one who plants seeds in the area where there are only a few 
individual vines.

In order for a group of grapevines to be considered a “kerem” (vineyard), 
there needs to be a minimum of five vines.

One of the labors of agriculture is called “Havracha” (layering). This is how 
one layers grapevines: A branch connected to an old vine is taken and 
the branch is made to bend over toward the ground. It is covered and 
its center buried in the ground. Eventually, the portion of the vine in the 
earth will strike new roots. Finally, the connection to the old grapevine is 
cut. Now there are two grapevines, created out of the two ends of the old 
branch whose center is buried in the ground.

Both of these grapevines are nourished from the same set of roots. 
However, the Talmud teaches us that they are, in fact, considered to be 
two separate grapevines. If another three grapevines were to be planted 
nearby, they would together constitute a kerem.

In the Hagaddah for Pesach, it says: “If God had 
not taken our ancestors out of Egypt, then we and 
our children and our children’s children would have 
been still been enslaved to Pharoah in Egypt.” 
One might reasonably ask, “How do we know that 
would have been the case? Isn’t it possible that 
some king or leader could have arisen who would 
have freed B’nai Yisrael in another way?”

Chazal answered: B’nai Yisrael left Egypt by 
means of God’s supernatural intervention. But if 
they had left through the decree of a regular king or 
some other natural event, B’nei Yisrael would still 
be enslaved to Egypt in their thinking, their spirit, 
and their culture. They would not have merited 
becoming a unique, chosen people, bringing 
blessing into the world. It was only because God 
took us from Egypt and in so doing, removed our 
association with Egypt, that we were privileged to 
become who we are — aspiring to be what God 
expects us to be: “… and you will be for me a 
chosen people from among the nations … You will 
be a kingdom of priests and a holy nation…”

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What is the meaning of the Issur “Ona’at Mamon”? 

2. What is “hekdesh” and what is the judgment against 
    someone who misappropriates hekdesh?

3. What are bikkurim? To whom does the obligation to 
    bring bikkurim apply? To whom are bikkurim brought?

חוכמת החכמים

ְשַמְעָיה ְוַאְבַטְליֹון ִקְבלּו ֵמֶהם. ְשַמְעָיה 
אֹוֵמר, ֱאֹהב ֶאת ַהְמָלאָכה. )אבות א,י(

ִמּלֹון 
 Work, laborn– ְמָלאָכה

To earn a livelihood – ְלִהְתַפְרֵנס

לֹו  ֵיש  ִאם  ָאָדם—ֲאִפּלּו  ִלְבֵני  ְבָרָכה  ְמִביָאּה  ְמָלאָכה  ֶהְסֵבר: 
ַבֶמה ְלִהְתַפְרֵנס, ְוֵאינֹו ָצִריְך ַלֲעֹבד. ְמָלאָכה ֲחשּוָבה ְלֹכל ָאָדם, 

ִמְפֵני ֶשַהַבָטָלה ְמִביָאּה ִליֵדי ִשְעמּום. 

 Idlenessn– ַבָטָלה
Boredom – ִשְעמּום
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NILE RIVER: The main waterway of Egypt is one of the 
two longest rivers in the world. Its length is 4135.225 
miles. “The Blue Nile” and “The White Nile” are the 
Nile’s sources.  

PYRAMID: The largest in Egypt is considered 
one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world. It is built from approximately 2.3 
million stones, which each weighing 
2.5 tons (on average). The pyramid’s 
original was height 480 feet. 
However, due to erosion over time, it 
has shrunk somewhat, and now stands at 450 feet.

LOCUSTS generally live like simple grasshoppers. 
For reasons that remain unclear, sometimes these 
grasshopper-like insects congregate in droves, and 
continually change formation, until they become 
a swarm of locusts that can include thousands of 
insects. In the year 1915 (5675), a harsh plague of 
locusts hit Israel, causing significant damage to the 
country’s agriculture.

ANCIENT EGYPTIANS generally embalmed their dead 
in order to preserve them. The embalmed dead are 
called “mummies,” some of which remain preserved 
even today. The most famous mummies were 
Tutankhamun, Seti and Ramses II.

BLOOD LIBEL: Throughout the years of exile, non-
Jews were accustomed to falsely accusing the Jews 
of killing Christian children and using their blood to 
bake matzah.  These accusations were baseless 
and undoubtedly false.  Following the libel, non-
Jews would organize pogroms against the Jews and 
kill them. Even in America, there was a blood libel in 
1929 at Messina, New York.

???Did You Know ...

1

2

3

4

5

   
CHAD GADYA

The song we sing at the end of the Seder, 
“Chag Gadya,” one little goat, is actually 
an allegory for the history of Am Yisrael. 
The little goat symbolizes Israel, while the 
assorted animals and characters that appear 
in the lyrics symbolize the enemies and their 
sympathizers who rose up against Israel 
throughout the generations. At the end of the 
song, God ultimately saves Am Yisrael from 
all its enemies and brings full redemption.

ONE LITTLE GOAT ...

What makes this night
Different??????

39
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The Pesach holiday is the story of Am Yisrael’s exodus from 
slavery to freedom. Here are several short stories about 
events and people who aspired to achieve freedom.

Tales & Stories:
 From Slavery ... To Freedom

Operation
Ezra & Nechmiah

Sinking of
The Egoz

Operation Yonatan/ 
Mivtza Entebbe

Natan Sharansky
Aliya

Operation Sholomo

1950-1951

10 January 1961 

4 July 1976 

24-25 May 1991 

5710-5711

23 Tevet 5721

10 Tammuz 5736

11-12 Nissan 5751

11 February 1986 2 Adar I 5746

                OPERATION EZRA & NEHEMIAH

In 1948 there were 135,000 Jews living in Iraq. Upon 
the creation of the State of Israel and Iraq’s participation 
in the war against Israel, Iraq began to persecute its 
Jews. Iraq's Jews were also prohibited from exiting the 
country. The Israeli government, in cooperation with 
the Jewish Agency and the JDC (Joint Distribution 
Committee,) sought ways to save the Jews of Iraq and 
set out on a clandestine mission to bring them to Israel. 
Organized by Mordechai ben Porat and Shlomo Hillel, 
using leased planes from the American airline “Near 
East,” they secretly flew Jews to Cyprus and from 
there to Israel. In the later part of the mission it was 
possible to fly directly to Israel. Approximately 125,000 
Jews were transported to Israel in an operation called 
“Ezra and Nehemiah”, named after the two leaders of 
ancient Babylonian Jewry: Ezra and Nehemiah, who 
brought the Jews back to the Eretz Yisrael in the early 
Second Temple era.

SINKING OF “THE EGOZ” SHIP
“Egoz” was the name of a ship that 
secretly carried Jewish emigrants 
from Morocco to Israel. Moroccan 
authorities prohibited the emigration of 
Jews from their land. Jews who wished to immigrate 
to Israel were forced to flee from Morocco with the 
help of the underground, sail to Europe, and from there 
to Israel. Approximately 30,000 Jews made aliyah 
via this route. The ship was leased in 1960 by the 
Mossad and customarily sailed from the shores of Al-
Hoceima to Gibraltar. On January 10, 1961 (5721), on 
its 13th voyage, the Egoz sank. All 44 immigrants on 
board drowned. In light of the disaster, an agreement 
was reached to allow for the emigration of Jews from 
Morocco, according to which Israel would pay for every 
Jew who made aliyah. Israel made several attempts to 
reclaim the remains of the passengers who went down 
with the ship. However, it was not until 1992 (5752) 
that the king of Morocco agreed to allow repatriation 
of those remains. The caskets of those who drowned 
were brought to Israel in secret and were reburied in the 
section of Mount Herzl’s national cemetery dedicated 
to Ma’apilim (illegal immigrants of the pre-state era).

Planes coming from Iraq carrying new olim (immigrants) landed at Lod airport every 
three hours on May 1, 1950. Photo Source: Israeli Government Press Office Archive 
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OPERATION YONATAN/“MIVTZA ENTEBBE”
Operation Yonatan, also known as both Operation 
Entebbe and “Operation Thunderbolt,” are the names 
of the military mission carried out by the Israel Defense 
Force in Uganda on July 4, 1976 (6 Tammuz 5736). The 
objective was to free 105 Jewish and Israeli passengers, 

NATAN SHARANSKY (Born January 20, 1948 • 9 Shevat 5708).
Sharansky was born in the Soviet Union and named 
Anatoly Borisovich Shcharansky. He was an ardent Zionist, 
who encouraged Jews to make aliyah to Israel. His own 
requests to receive an aliya permit were dismissed for 
reasons of alleged “national security.” Sharansky worked 
to preserve human rights and became the spokesperson 
for Prisoners of Zion and Refusniks (individuals denied 
permission to make aliyah). In the year 1977 (5737), 
Sharansky was imprisoned and accused of treason, 
espionage and incitement. The Soviet court sentenced 
him to 13 years in prison. He survived the difficulties of 
incarceration and guarded his mental independence, 
with the help of his adherence to Jewish identity and his 
passionate desire to make aliyah. Sharansky became 
a symbol of the struggle to free the Jews of the Soviet 
Union. The United States government exerted pressure 
on the Soviet Union. In an effort to improve relations 
with the U.S., the Soviet authorities freed Sharansky on 
February 11, 1986 (2 Adar I 5746). 
He promptly moved to Israel. 
Sharansky served as a minister 
in several Israeli governments and 
currently serves as the Chairman
of the Jewish Agency.

OPERATION SOLOMON
Operation Solomon, which took place on the 24th-25th of 
May 1991 • 11-12 Sivan 5752, was a mission to bring all 
the Jews of Beta Yisrael from Ethiopia to Israel. The bold 
expedition was implemented utilizing thirty planes that 
transported 14,310 Jews within 36 hours. The operation was 
named after King Solomon who met the Queen of Sheba, 
who according to Ethiopian tradition was a fellow Ethiopian. 
The catalyst for the mission was the imminent fall of the 
government of Ethiopia to rebels, which aroused fear for the 
fate of the country’s Jews. Israeli Chief of Staff Amnon Lipkin-
Shahak commanded the operation, with participation from 
the Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), the Jewish Agency, 
the Mossad, and seventy Israeli Air Force commandos who 
provided security at the airport. A world record was set for 
transporting 1,087 passengers in one El Al Boeing 747.

A C-130 Hercules in front of old Entebbe terminal in 1994. Bullet holes from 
the 1976 raid are still visible. Photo Source: Defenseimagery.mil

as well the flight crew of an Air France flight from Tel Aviv to Paris 
that was hijacked by terrorists to Entebbe, Uganda. This Israeli 
operation was bold and dangerous, since the hijackers were holding 
their hostages in a country that was hostile and far away. The mission 
became necessary given Israel’s refusal to respond to the kidnapper’s 
demands to release a number of high-profile prisoners. The operation 
was carried out by the elite commando unit, Sayeret Matkal, with the 
help of paratroopers, who after their planes secretly landed, gained 
control over the airport, killed the terrorists and freed most of the 
hostages. The former hostages returned to Israel on the transport 
planes. The commander of Sayeret Matkal, 
Yonatan (Yoni) Netanyahu was killed in 
the raid. The operation was renamed 
in his memory. Yoni was the older brother 
of Israel's PM, Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu.

Lt. Colonel Yonatan “Yoni” Netanyahu, z”l
March 13, 1946 — July 4, 1976

Natan Sharansky
Photo: Jewish Agency  IDF Officer helping immigrants. Photo: Government Press Office (GPO)
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