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        Daf 20: ִחיָטה The Mitzvah of Shechita  – ִמְצַות ְשׁ

Does performing shechita fulfill a mitzvah or does the act of shechita merely remove 
the issur (prohibition) on the meat, i.e., making it permissible to be eaten, but does not 
itself constitute fulfillment of a mitzvah?

The Rishonim (medieval Talmudic commentators) vigorously debated these questions. 
The Rabbi Simeon Kayyara, known as “BaHaG” (“Baal ‘Halachot Gedolot,’” author of 
Halachot Gedolot), was the first to compile a book enumerating all of the mitzvot, and 
did not include shechita on his list. In contrast, in Hilchot Shechita (the laws governing 
shechita), Rambam (Rabbi Moshe Ben Maimon) writes: “It [shechita] constitutes a 
mitzvat aseh (positive commandment) for one who wants to eat, needs to first perform 
shechita on the animal, or bird and eat it afterward.” Thus, according to Rambam, the 
act of shechita itself does constitute fulfillment of a mitzvah.

חלדה 
היכי דמי

חולדה
דמכסיא 

Translation

Explanation
One of the elements which invalidates an 
act of shechita is “chaladah,” burrowing 
the knife into the neck of the animal 
between its two pipes and then cutting 
outward such that the knife is covered 
during the moment of the slaughter. 
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       Daf 19: "כּוּלֹו   – "רוּּבֹו ְכּ
                     “The majority is [legally equivalent to] its entirety”

“Rubo k’chulo” is one of the most frequently taught 
halachot from Masechet Chullin. This principle establishes 
that in many cases it is sufficient for the majority of an 
action to be performed, without having to complete the act 
in its entirety — because according to this halacha, if the 
majority of an act has been done, it is considered to have 
been fully implemented.

… Chalada ……. Concealing
… Hai'chi da'mi ... How so?
… Chuldah ……. Rat
… D'Mach'say ... That are concealed
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Talmud Israeli is an innovative 
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the endorsement of Israel’s Ministry 
of Education. Talmud Israeli 
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Torah and modern Jewish history. 
We provide learners with the tools 
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       Daf 21: ֵהן Eli the Kohen  – ֵעִלי ַהֹכּ

Eli HaKohen was the last Kohen Gadol in the Mishkan (Tabernacle) at Shiloh. He judged 
Israel for 40 years.

As war broke out with the Philistines, B’nai Yisrael took the Aron 
HaBrit (Ark of the Covenant) with them to the battle field. When 
the Aron arrived, many of B’nai Yisrael burst out in triumphant 

cheers. The Philistines investigated what caused the tremendous 
noise and when they discovered that the Aron HaBrit had reached 

the Israelite encampment, the Philistines were so filled 
with fear that they fought ferociously with all their might. 

They killed 30,000 Jews and took the Aron HaBrit.

When Eli HaKohen heard what had happened, his sense of shock, sorrow and dismay 
was so profound that he fell from his chair, broke his neck and died. During his final 
years, Eli HaKohen was a mentor to the prophet Shmuel, who mother Channah had 
deposited him there so he could be raised in the service of Hashem at the Tabernacle. 
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 On The Map Of IsraelDaf 22: ּתֹוִרים ּוְבֵני יֹוָנה –  
  Turtledoves and Offspring of Doves

Most korbanot (offerings) come from cattle and sheep. 
However, in certain instances, the Torah does command 
the offering of birds as korbanot — torim (turtledoves) 

and b’nai yonah (offspring of doves). What is the difference 
between the two?

Torim and b’nai yonah actually belong to the same 
species, however, torim are large and b’nai yonah are small. 
When the Torah commands the sacrifice of torim, its intention 
is to require the offering of large birds and to disqualify small 
birds; when the Torah commands the sacrifice of b’nai yonah, 
its intention is to specifically require small birds.

There is a stage in the development of a bird known as “techilat ha’tzi’huv” 
(beginning of yellowness) — i.e., when the bird begins to sprout beautiful yellow 
feathers around its neck, in place of the fine down that fledgling chicks possess. 
At that early point, a bird is pasul (invalid) for any sort of korban, as it is too large to 
be considered a “ben yonah” and too small to be considered a “tor.”

Kibbutz Nir David
Kibbutz Nir David, whose original name was 
Tel Amal, was founded in 1936. Located in 
the Beit She’an Valley in northern Israel, Nir 
David is the first of the yeshuvim of “Choma 
u’Migdal”. Literally translated as ‘tower 
and stockade’, these communities were 
built between 1936-1939 during the British 
Mandate to establish Jewish sovereignty 
over different areas in Eretz Yisrael. Over 
three short years, 52 communities were 
built in this manner. 

In 1938, Nir David became the first 
place in Eretz Yisrael to grow farmed 
fresh fish, which is known in Hebrew as 
“breichat dagim”. This gave Israelis the 
opportunity to enjoy fish otherwise not 
available in local waters.

Nir David’s long history does not 
prevent the kibbutz from thinking of 
innovative attractions. In 1996, the 
kibbutz opened GanGaroo – a delightful 
Australian zoo. GanGaroo is the first zoo 
outside of Australia that allows visitor to 
pet, and even feed, a kangaroo! 

There are currently approximately 
700 people living in Kibbutz Nir David. 

Top: A pair of Kangeroos at GanGaroo. Bottom: Map 
location of Kibbutz Nir David and GanGaroo petting zoo.
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 Daf 23: ס ְלָגּ A Sheep in its 13th Month – ַפּ

Gedalya the farmer decided to dedicate a korban (offering) to the Beit HaMikdash. 
Gedalya stood and declared — “I am hereby obligated to sacrifice a Korban Olah 
(Burnt Offering) of a ram.”

The term “keves” refers to a sheep during its first year of life. The term “ayil” refers 
to a sheep from the second month of its second year of life.

What term is used to refer to a sheep during the first month of its second year? 
Answer: Palgas.

 
Rabbi Yochanan says a Palgas has the same 
status as an ayil and as such, an individual who 
vowed to offer an ayil is permitted to sacrifice 

a palgas. Other Amoraim said that one 
who vowed to offer an ayil may not offer 
a palgas in its place, because a palgas 
is a safek keves and safek ayil (doubtful 
status, possibly a sheep and possibly a 
ram). Alternatively, since the individual 
specifically vowed to sacrifice an ayil 
that person is obligated to bring a vadai 

(clear-cut) ayil and not a safek ayil.
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Made In Israel

Agor Engineering 
Enterprises
Founded by: Yoash Zolar (1990)

While swimming pools are a wonderful 
addition to a backyard, they take up 
a lot of space and can pose serious 
dangers. In the United States alone, 
thousands of children are treated for 
near-drowning related injuries each year 
and most of those injuries take place in a 
family-owned pool.  AGOR Engineering, 
based in Tel Aviv, manufactures custom 
movable floors for pools that are 
designed to be a pool cover. AGOR 
takes water safety very seriously and 
adheres to very strict standards. 

The floor that becomes a pool cover 
is extremely strong and can be used 
for any activity – recreational or social. 
When installing an AGOR pool floor, 
customers have the luxury of having a 
pool and retaining usable space in their 
yard. Powered by hydraulic systems, 
the flooring can be made out of stone, 
wood, or metal. An added benefit is 
that using a cover keeps pools clean!

Thank you Israeli engineers for 
developing a system to ensure 
water safety! 
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 Daf 25: ֶכת ֵלי ֵעץ ִלְכֵלי ַמֶתּ ין ְכּ ִלים ֵבּ   – ֶהְבֵדּ
                     The Difference Between Wooden & Metal Utensils

The Mishnah teaches: “Tahor be’kli eytz — tameh be’kli matechet. Tahor be’kli 
matechet — tameh be’kli eytz.” A certain type of utensil can not become impure if 
it is made from wood, while that same type of utensil can be made impure if it had 
been made from metal. However, there are other types of utensils that  can not be 
made impure if they had been made from metal, but can be made impure if they 
had been  made from wood.  How so?

Regarding kaylim assu’yim me’eytz (wooden utensils), if they 
are completely flat and have no receptacle component that 
can hold something, — e.g., like a cutting board for salad, they 
are not susceptible to impurity. Meaning, if a flat wooden item 
comes in contact with an item that is tameh, that wood does 
not become tameh. In contrast, there is no such kula (leniency) 
with respect to metallic items.  Even flat mestal utensils can 
contract impurity.

Tahor be’kli matechet — tameh be’kli eytz” refers to unfinished metal utensils 
that have a receptacle. Metal utensils are not susceptible to impurity until their 
manufacturing process is entirely complete. Metal utensils are crafted not only 
to be used, but in order to bring honor and status 
to the owner. An individual does not derive any 
honor from utensils before they are finished. 
Conversely, a wooden utensil is crafted 
solely to be used, and if it already possesses 
a receptacle, then though it may not be 
finished, it might be used. For this reason, 
wooden utensils are able to become ritually 
unclean, even if they are not fully finished.

Daf 24: ִוִיּים Priestly Service – ֲעבֹוַדת ַהְלּ

The Levi’im (Levites) served in the Beit HaMikdash from age 30-50. On this daf, 
the Talmud says that this age restriction for sacred service applied only during the 
period in which B’nai Yisrael wandered the desert, when f r o m 
it was necessary to dismantle and reassemble 
the Mishkan (Tabernacle). This task was 
bestowed upon the Levi’im. Accordingly, 
while B’nai Yisrael were in the desert the 
Torah limited Levite service to those of age 
to perform heavy lifting.  However, after 
the Mishkan was built in Shiloh, no Levi 
was disqualified from service in the 
Mikdash, until his voice was hoarse 
from old age.

 AGOR custom pool covering --
 both fully opened and fully closed. www.agor-eng.com 
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

After recording Ya’akov Avinu’s 
blessings to his sons, the Torah says: 
“Ish ke’virkato be’rach otam” (blessing 
each [son] with a parting blessing 
appropriate to them).

Many commentators wonder 
why the Torah changed word forms 
(from singular to plural) in the above 
verse — starting with the singular 
“k’virkato” and ending with the plural 
“otam.”  Linguistic consistency would 
have required: “k’virkato be’rach oto” 
(blessing each [son] with a parting 
blessing appropriate to him).

This linguistic change is meant to 
emphasize an important perspective 
in the way Ya’akov saw his twelve 
children. Ya’akov blessed all his 
sons together, but for each of them 
he gave a different, appropriate 
blessing; a blessing that related to 
their special, individual character. 
Ya’akov understood the need for 
family unity, but he was also wise 
enough to know that every child is 
different and has his own talents and 
traits. Therefore, he “blessed them” 
— together, with love and sharing, 
but he also made sure to give each 
one the personalized blessing they 
deserved: “Ish ke’virkato be’rach.”

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!

1. What is the meaning of the phrase “Rubo k’chulo”?
2. How many years did Eli HaKohen judge over Israel?
3. At what age were Levi’im expected to retire and why?
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יׁש ִא֛
ִבְרָכ֖תֹו  ֥ר ְכּ ֲאֶשׁ

ְך ֹאתָֽם ַר֥ ֵבּ

1) The walls coming down in Jericho, when Yehoshua entered Eretz Yisrael and conquered 
the Jericho region; 2) Yehoshua Bin Nun; 3) Aron HaBrit (Ark of the Covenant); 4) The red silk 
cord Rahav used as a sign to mark her house, so no harm would come to it or her family.

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1. What event is depicted here and when did it take place?
2. Who is the man dressed in blue, calling out “Chazak v’Amatz!” (Be strong and courageous!)?
3. What were the people carrying in the golden box?
4. What is dangling from the window on the right side of the illustration?


