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Explanation
A man who passed through Beit HaMeches 
(the customs house), and said that the man 
accompanying him was his son and later said 
that he was his slave, is to be believed since 
apparently he said the man was his son just 
to avoid paying the customs on him. But, if he 
said initially that the man was his slave, he is 
not believed afterwards if he claims the man 
was his son, because if he were his son he 
would not call him a slave so nonchalantly.

... Mis’tahp’ka .... in doubt

... Deel’ma .......... perhaps, lest
מעיקרא

אמינא

Translation

Daf 127: אֹוִמים ִביַעת ַהְתּ Claim of the Twins  – ְתּ

Nowadays, it is customary to place a plastic band with the all the details regarding a 
baby’s birth on his/her wrist or ankle, immediately after a birth. This way, the possibility 
of confusion regarding the baby’s identity greatly is decreased. Many years ago, the 
chances of confusion concerning a baby’s identity were much greater. 

On one occasion, a set of twins was born, and a short time after the birth, no one 
was certain which baby was the bechor (firstborn) and which was born second. Many 
years later, when their father died, one of the twins approached his other brothers and 
said: “Is it possible I’m the bechor and I deserve two portions of the inheritance?” The 
brothers responded: “You will receive the double portion, if you provide evidence that 
you’re the bechor — since it is possible your twin brother is the bechor.” The brothers 
also said the same thing to the other twin.

On this daf we learn that the claim of the non-twins is correct in principle. Yet, there 
is still a chance for the twins to take hold of the bechora (portion of the inheritance 
granted to the firstborn) from their brothers: i.e., if one of the twins gives the other 
“authorization” — a document that gives the other brother the right to claim the 
money, the twin with the authorization can demand the bechora portion. The 
twin is clearly entitled to receive the additional portion, since even if he is not the 
bechor, then his brother must be, and that brother granted him “authorization.”
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 Daf 126:  ַחל ַעל ֶחְלקֹו ָמּ כֹור ֶשׁ  – ַהְבּ
                 A Firstborn Who Renounced His Additional Share

The Talmud discusses a fundamental question: What is the ruling if, before the 
assets have been divided among the heirs of a deceased individual estate, the 
bechor (firstborn) renounces his right to a double portion of the inheritance?  Is his 
renouncement valid? The Amoraim disagreed regarding the answer to this matter. 
Some Amoraim believe the bechor’s renouncement was invalid, since until the assets 
are divided he has not yet been granted the additional portion — and how is it possible 
for a person to relinquish something that is not his?

An additional halacha taught on this daf is that if, prior to his death, the father demands 
that one of his sons receive nothing from the inheritance, or if he stipulates that the 
bechor will not take a double portion, the father’s words are invalid.  Those demands 
violate dinei haTorah (Torah law) and the father has no authority to do so. However, 
while he is still alive, the father may choose to give his assets as gifts to each of his 
other sons. By doing so, he effectively disinherits the remaining son by liquidating his 
assets and not bequeathing anything. 
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Daf 128: מֹוֶדה ְבִמְקָצת – Partial Admission

Reuven sued Shimon, asserting Shimon owed him $100. Shimon responded, 
saying: “You are correct that I owe you money, but it was only $50.” In such a case, 
Shimon must take an oath stipulating that he owes only $50. This halacha is known 
as “modeh b’mik’tzat” (admits to part). Meaning, a person who admits to a portion 
of a debt, must take an oath that s/he is not responsible for the portion of the debt 
to which s/he did not admit. 

Based on this ruling, Chazal instituted a different regulation: 
Reuven found a large amount of cash in the street. He 
publicized what he had found and since a man came and gave 
a detailed description of the wallet, Reuven was able to perform 
the mitzvah of hashavat aveidah (returning a lost item). 

Then, something unpleasant happened. The owner of the 
wallet said: “I had $1,000 in the wallet.” The finder replied: 
“I found only $500 inside.” Is this also considered a case of 
“modeh b’miktzat”, since the finder admits to a portion of the 

wallet owner’s claim? Is the finder required to take an oath in the Beit Din?

In a case like this, Chazal ruled that the finder does not need to swear an oath — 
since if they did require an oath, people would be reluctant to return lost items, if 
ultimately they might also have to go to the Beit Din.

Daf 129: ֵדי ִדיּבּור         In the Midst of Speaking – ּתֹוְך ְכּ

A famous ruling is mentioned on this daf: “Toch ke’day dibbur — ke’dibbur” (literally, 
“in the midst of speaking”, or the time needed for saying a short phrase has the 
legal status of continuous speech.) “Toch ke’day dibbur”, is the short period of time 
in which one is able to say the words: “Shalom alecha, Rabi u’Mori” (Peace be unto 
you, my Rabbi, my teacher). Chazal ruled that a person may retract a statement or 
add to it, if a “toch ke’day dibbur” period of time has not yet passed.

For example, two people are arranging a transaction in the market. The buyer 
agrees to acquire an item for a certain price. S/he is permitted to withdraw the offer 
or add conditions to the sale within the “toch ke’day dibbur” timeframe. However, 
after the amount of time in which one can say “Shalom alecha Rabi u’Mori” has 
passed, the buyer may no longer make a change.

According to Rabbeinu Tam, in Masechet Bava Kamma, Chazal stipulated this precise 
duration of time, since it was possible a person could be engrossed in business, and in 

the midst of closing a deal his Rav could pass 
by and he would be forced to greet him. As a 
result he would not be able to back out of the 
agreed upon transaction with his fellow. For 
this reason, Chazal determined that a person 
is permitted to retract a statement as long as 
the length of time required to greet a Rav has 
not passed.

The Kotel, located in the Old City of 
Jerusalem, is the last remaining remnant 
of the Second Beit HaMikdash, which 
was destroyed by the Romans in 70 CE. 
We pray in the direction of Jerusalem 
and the Kotel, since it is connected to 
the Beit HaMikdash. King Herod built the 
Kotel in 20 BCE

The Kotel is located by Har 
Moriah, Mount Moriah, which is now 
known as the Temple Mount. Many 
important events in the Torah took 
place on Har Moriah. 

After the Six Day War in 1967, Jews 
were able to visit the Kotel for the first 
time since Israel’s independence in 
1948. After the capture of the Kotel, 
General Rabbi Shlomo Goren, who was 
the head of the Military Rabbinate of the 
IDF, said, “Israel would never relinquish 
the Wall”. Millions of people visit the 
Kotel each year, with over 1 million notes 
left in between its stones. 

On Shavuot, one of the Shalosh 
Regalim pilgrimage holidays, thousands 
come to the Kotel to pray and learn. As it 
says in the book of Isaiah, Ki mitzion teitzei 
Torah ud'var HaShem miYerushalayim, 
For out of Zion shall go Torah and the 
word of God from Jerusalem." 

Israeli Army Chief Rabbi Shlomo Goren, 
surrounded by Israeli soldiers, blows the shofar 

in front of the Western Wall in Jerusalem.
 Photo: Israel Government Press Office
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Daf 130:  "ְנֵבָלה" ּו"ְטֵרָפה" – “Nevilah” and “Treifah” 

A Jew is only permitted to eat meat from a t’horah (pure) species of animal and is 
prohibited from eating the meat of a t’may’ah (impure) species. Even the meat of a pure 
species still is forbidden if the animal has not been properly slaughtered (shechitah) — 
e.g., if the cattle died of natural causes, or was killed without shechitah. Such cattle, not 
having under gone shechita, is “neveilah” (kosher animal that dies by any means other 
than ritual slaughter).  It may not be eaten and renders impure anyone who touches it. 

Some meat may not be eaten even if the animal underwent shechitah. For example, 
an animal that was mauled by a lion, but did not die despite serious wounds. Such 
an animal, even if it is a kosher animal, in this case, holds the status of “treifah.”  
Even if it were properly slaughtered, it would remain forbidden.  Also, any animal 
with a terminal blemish or disease is considered treifah. In Masechet Chulin we learn 
that there are 18 types of blemishes that cause cattle to be considered “treifah.”

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

Daf 131: "א ָלעֹוָלם א ָבּ לֹּ ָבר ֶשׁ   –"ָדּ
                   An Entity That Has Not Yet Come Into The World

On this daf we learn a basic concept in the 
laws of acquisition — “Davar she’lo ba l’olam” 
(an entity that has not yet come into the world.)  
Fruit that will grow in the coming year has the 

status of “lo ba’u l’olam” (not yet entered the 
world).  Why? They are not here yet.  Cattle that will 

be born in the coming year also have the status of 
“davar she’lo ba l’olam.” They have not yet been born. 
The Tanaaim and Amoraim debated the fundamental 

question: Is it possible to sell a “davar she’lo ba l’olam”?

Reuven wanted to sell Shimon calves that would be born 
on his farm in the coming year. On one hand, the calves will 
belong to him, so why shouldn’t he be able to sell them? 
On the other hand, how is it possible to sell something 
that does not yet exist in the world? The halacha ruled that 
one may not sell a “davar she’lo ba l’olam.” Rabbi Meir 
agreed that it is impossible to grant an item to a person 
who does not yet exist. For example, one may not grant an 
object to an infant who has not yet been born.
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Cheese Cake
A recipe from Jerusalem

Traditionally, we eat dairy foods on Shavuot. 
Enjoy this cheesecake recipe from a beloved 
Savta who lived in Jerusalem ...

INGREDIENTS:
CRUST
2 cups graham cracker crumbs
1/3 cup sugar
6 TBL margarine/butter
 
FILLING
3 TBL coffee flavored liqueur
1 TBL instant coffee
4 pkgs cream cheese 
(in the brick form and keep out before 
using, so they are soft — makes 
everything easier)
1 Cup sugar
2 TBL flour
2 Tsp vanilla
4 eggs

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
DIRECTIONS
HEAT OVEN 325F
 
CRUST
Mix crumbs, sugar and margarine, 
press onto bottom and on either 
side of springform pan.
Bake 10 mins
 
FILLING
* Combine liqueur and instant coffee, 
  stir until dissolve, set aside
* Beat cream cheese, sugar, flour, 
  vanilla at medium speed with electric 
  mixer until well blended. Add eggs 
  one at a time, mixing at low speed   
  after each addition, just until blended
* Blend in coffee mixture
* Pour into crust
* Bake 50-60 mins or until center is 
  almost set

 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
  The cake will fall, it will poof up 
  in the oven and then fall again. 
  Refrigerate at least 4 hours ... & ENJOY!
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 132: ִכיב ֵמַרע ַנת ְשׁ  – ַמְתּ
                  The Gift of a Person on their Deathbed
   

Several times, we learned that in order to transfer ownership of an item 
one must perform a ma’aseh kinyan (act of acquisition). However, there are 
some exceptions to the rule, notably the following case:

Chazal stipulated that a person who is fatally ill is permitted to give 
away all their possessions, as gifts, even without a ma’aseh kinyan. In 
Aramaic, this type of sick person is called a “shchiv me’ra” (meaning, 
he is lying on his deathbed.) This ruling states that the words of a 
shchiv me’ra have recognized legal status as if they were written down 
and implemented. A dying declaration gifting assets is treated as if an 
act of acquisition was performed.

The reason for this stipulation: 
Many times, it is impossible to 
perform the ma’aseh kinyan 
at the precise moment the 
sick person is about to die. 
Chazal were concerned that if 

his words did not have the legal force of acquisition, it could cause the 
person to lose his/her mind. For this reason, Chazal stipulated that the 
words of a fatally ill person constitute a valid acquisition.

Birkat HaKohanim (the Priestly Blessing) that appears 
in this parasha, concludes with the word “Shalom.” 
— “Yivarechecha HaShem v’yishmerecha” (May 
God bless you and watch over you); “Ya’er HaShem 
pa’nav ay’lecha v’yechu’nekah” (May God’s face 
shed light on you and be gracious toward you); 
“Yeesa panav ay’lecha, v’ya’sem lecha shalom” (May 
God lift up His face to you and grant you peace.) In 
Masechet Brachot 56, the Talmud deals with matters 
of interpreting dreams.  “One who sees a cauldron in 
their dream — should expect peace.”

Chazal asked: What is the connection between a 
cauldron and peace? Why exactly should someone 
who sees a cauldron in his/her dream expect peace? 
Answer: a cauldron has a unique characteristic — it 
is capable of bringing two opposites to the closest 
possible positions, and even derive a benefit from it. 
How can this be possible?

The cauldron manages to connect the fire beneath it 
and the water inside it, causing it to heat. Similarly, the 
way to make peace is to connect those who dispute 
– opposites – to bring them as close as possible to 
each other, and from this connection to benefit and 
bless everyone, as the cauldron does in connecting 
water and fire.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. Give your own example of “modeh be’mik’tzat”. In which 
case is “modeh be’mik’tzat” not required to make an 
oath, and why?

2. What length of time constitutes “toch ke’day dibbur” and 
what is it possible to do in that time?

3. What is considered a “dvar she’lo ba l’olam”? Can a 
person acquire or sell this type of item?

חוכמת החכמים
     הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר: לֹא ָעֶליָך ַהְמָלאָכה ִלְגמֹר, 

     ְולֹא ַאָתה ֶבן-חֹוִרין ִלָבֵטל ִמֶמָנה. )אבות ב:טז(.

ִמּלֹון  
The task  – ַהְמָלאָכה

Free – ֶבן-חֹוִרין
 To desist – ִלָבֵטל

ֶהְסֵבר: ָהָאָדם הּוא ֵחֶלק ִמן ַהְכָלל: ָעָליו ְלַהְתִחיל ּוַלֲעׂשֹות 
ֶאת ֶחְלקֹו, ַעל ַאף ֶשָאָדם ַאֵחר ְיַסֵים ֶאת ָמה ֶשהּוא ִהְתִחיל.

A part/his part  – ֵחֶלק/ ֶחְלקֹו
All, the whole  – ַהְכָלל

He's obligated to begin  – ָעָליו ְלַהְתִחיל
Another will finish  – ַאֵחר ְיַסֵים


