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Explanation
Chachamim bring a case in which – 
before her death – a woman ordered her 
jewelry be given to her daughter, and her 
wishes were fulfilled. This is evidence 
of the fact that a dying person can 
designate the giving of his/her property 
to others merely with words, without any 
formal act of acquisition.

... Layht  .......... curse
 ... Tarvayhu  ..... both of them

לייט
תרוייהו

Translation

Daf 155: ?ִמי ָיכֹול ַלֲעׂשֹות ִעְסָקאֹות –
                  Who Is Allowed To Make A Business Deal?

At what age is an individual able to carry out commercial transactions? Din Torah 
(Torah law) states that from Bar Mitzvah age, one may be involved in business 
dealings. However, Chachamim stipulated that under certain circumstances, younger 
minors are allowed to purchase and sell moveable items —on the condition that have 
reached a level of intellectual maturity. The grounds for this ruling are that if a minor 
who is an orphan requires money to support himself, he can sell various items in his 
possession. Not every minor is capable of making an acquisition; rather, only those 
minors who comprehend the implications of their dealings.

Regarding the sale of property, Chachamim enacted a takana 
(ordinance) in the opposite direction: A person may not sell property 
(in the opinion of some Rishonim this refers only to inherited land) 
before reaching the age of 20 (though there are those who say 18 
years old), unless one is proficient in matters of trade. Most people 

under the age of 20 do not understand business.  They might sell off their inherited 
assets, giving in to the temptation of the payment offered — even if the deal is not 
beneficial for him/her. Therefore, Chachamim prohibited young adults from selling land 
before reaching an age at which they can be trusted to make responsible decisions.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף קנ"ו: 

“אמרו לו: מעשה באמן של בני רוכל 
כבינתי  תנו  ואמרה  חולה,  שהיתה 
ומתה  מנה,  עשר  בשנים  והיא  לבתי, 

וקיימו את דבריה”. 
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 Daf 154:  ָטרֹות Document Authentication – ִקּיּום ְשׁ

Haim came to the Beit Din with a document in 
which it was written: “Dov owes Haim $500.” It 
was signed by two witnesses. Haim turned to the 
Beit Din and said, “I have a document, signed by 
two witnesses stating Dov owes me $500.  Please 
demand that he pay me.”

Dov replied, “I didn’t borrow even one dollar from you. The signatures on your 
document are forged.”

In such a case, the Beit Din must verify that the signatures of the witnesses are indeed 
genuine. This process is called “Kiyum Shtarot” (document authentication).
How is “Kiyum Shtarot” performed?  In one of two possible ways:

a. The witnesses who signed are summoned to court and asked to verify 
whether the signatures are theirs. If they say yes, the document is considered 
authentic and money may be collected in accordance with it.

b. Two other people come in who know the signatures of the witnesses and 
they testify, “We recognize these signatures. These are the signatures of the 
witnesses in question.”

Talmud Israeli–Daf Yomi for US
is now available in North America in 
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has been customized for an American 
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Daf 156: ל ְמִכיָרה ּה ֶשׁ The Validity of a Sale – ּתֹוְקָפּ

On one occasion, a person sold a portion of land before he had reached age 20. 
Afterward, his relatives pressed him to appear before Rava and claim, “The sale is 
not valid, since Chazal determined that one may not sell property before age 20.” 

However, the buyers claimed, this young man is sensible and sharp. Therefore, 
there is no reason to stop this sale from taking place. In an attempt to convince 
Rava that he was not sharp, the young man stood and ate dates in Rava’s 
presence, and tossed the pits on the floor. Rava saw this and ruled: The young 
man is neither smart, nor responsible and therefore the sale is void. 

To write the ruling, they brought in a sofer (scribe), who 
demanded a one zuz coin as payment for the writing. Here, 
the buyers saw an opportunity to show Rava that the young 
man was not foolish at all and that he understood finance well. 
They said to the young man, “Go tell Rava the fee the sofer is 

asking is too high. Indeed, he collects one zuz for writing Megillat Esther, which 
is long. How can it be that the scribe charges the same fee for writing a short 
court ruling?” The young man thought that he stood to gain, so he shared the 
information with Rava. 

When Rava heard the young man, Rava said, “Now I see you do understand 
business and you are responsible for your actions. This means that the sale is 
valid and binding.”

Made In Jerusalem

Daf 157: ה ׁ יֵני חֹוב ִוְירּוָשּ  – ִדּ
                 Laws of Debt and Inheritance       

The Mishnah on this page deals with a sensitive and 
complicated case of a house that collapsed onto its 
residents. The father and son who lived in the building 
were killed. A problem arises because we do not know 
who died first. 

What difference does it make? Let’s say that the son owed money. Upon the 
son’s demise, the lender is entitled to collect payment for the debt from the 
estate the son left behind. In this case, the son had no assets while he was 
alive. However, it is possible that the moment before he died the son inherited 
assets. For example — if the house collapsed and the father died first, and only 
afterward the son died, the son inherits from the father. The lender retains the 
right to collect the debt from the inheritance possessed very briefly by the son. 
However, if the son dies before the father and he never inherited from his dad, 
the lender has no source from which to collect.

Let's Bench
Founded by: 
Yitz Woolf & Daniel Laufer, 2010

Reciting Birkat HaMazon, Grace After 
Meals, is done after almost every meal. 
Jewish homes often have an assortment 
of different birkonim — “benchers”, 
collected from weddings and bar and bat 
mitzvahs with the honorees' names on 
the cover.

Yitz Woolf and Daniel Laufer, originally 
from Toronto and Boston, respectively, 
founded Let’s Bench in order to make 
a customized, fun and cost-effective 
bencher that can be given out at simchas. 
Laufer, a long time educator, came up 
with the idea for Let’s Bench when he 
wanted to give a special gift to a group of 
American students visiting Israel. He used 
pictures from their trip for a customized 
bencher that would afford them lasting 
memories of their time in Israel.

While other companies make custom 
birkonim, Let’s Bench seems to offer 
more variety and customizable options. 

Thank you Israeli graphic designers 
and educators for thinking of a way to 
make our simchas even more special!

Above: 4-panel Baskeball bench. Below: Bencher booklet. 
Photo Source: letsbench.com 



On The Map
Of Jerusalem

ד"סב
Seder Nezikin | Bava Batra 158-159

3

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

The City of David – Ir David

The City of David, located just south of 
the walls of Old City, is the name of the 
most ancient area of Jerusalem. Over 
3,000 years ago, King David left Hebron 
to go to the hilltops of Jerusalem. 
Archeologists believe Ir David to be 
the location of King David’s Jerusalem. 
Archeologists began excavating Ir 
David in the mid 1800s and have been 
studying the area ever since.

Today, Ir David is a large archeological 
site open to visitors. It boasts a modern 
visitors' center and many interesting 
places to explore. Deep underground, 
Ir David tells the stories of the ancient 
world, while visitors can experience 
the breathtaking views of Jerusalem 
from the observation point up-top.

At Ir David, visitors can see Jerusalem 
through the eyes of King David and 
King Solomon and learn about the 
city from the First and Second Beit 
HaMikdash periods. Some of the most 
exciting places in Ir David include the 
Gihon Spring, King Hezekiah's tunnel 
(a water tunnel that was brought water 
into Jerusalem),  the Shiloah Pool and 
the Herodian Road.

Daf 159:  ָטר ָחתּום ַעל ְשׁ ב ֶשׁ ָנּ – ַהַגּ
                    The Thief Who Signed A Document

According to Din Torah, a thief is disqualified from being a witness. In other 
words, from the moment a person steals money, he is disqualified from 
testifying. If he were to go to the Beit Din and testify, “I say such and such,” he 
is told: “You are a thief. Until you do teshuva (repent), you are disqualified from 
giving testimony.” It makes no difference whether the person is coming to testify 
about an incident that took place after he stole, or even if the person seeks to 
provide testimony about an incident that took place before he became a thief 
— if at the time of the testimony that individual had already stolen, that person 
is disqualified. Nevertheless, some possibility does exist for the testimony of a 

thief to be accepted. That is, in the case of 
a person who signed a document and only 
afterward stole. It is permissible to use the 
document carrying the thief’s signature as 
proof of what is written in the document, 
even though at that very moment he is 
disqualified from offering oral testimony. City of David, Givati Lot excavations. 

Photo Source: archaeology.tau.ac.il

Daf 158 "ָרֵאל ֶאֶרץ ִיְשׂ  – "ָמָרא ְדַאְרָעא ְדּ
    Governor of the Land of Israel

Rabbi Elazar Ben Pedat went to live 
in Eretz Yisrael and learned Torah in 
Tzippori. Afterward, he went to learn 
in another Yeshiva, and after that, 
he moved to Tiberias, to learn with 
Rabbi Yochanan, who was thought 
to be the greatest Torah scholar in 

Eretz Yisrael during that time. Rabbi Elazar was so poor, that one time, he could 
not find anything in his house to eat, except for a little bit of garlic. 

Rabbi Elazar stuck to his Torah studies and was also involved in giving tzedakah 
and doing gemilut chasadim. Once, Rabbi Elazar noticed that the person walking 
behind him was Rabbi Shimon bar Vava who was exceptionally poor. Rabbi 
Elazar dropped a dinar coin from his pocket and kept walking. Shimon picked 
up the coin and tried to return it to Rabbi Elazar. But Rabbi Elazar said to him: 
“I’ve given up on that dinar coin. Now it’s yours, you’ve won it.” Rabbi Elazar 
did this deliberately, so that Shimon would receive the money without feeling 
ashamed. The Talmud relays that Rabbi Elazar was called “Mara d’Ara d’Eretz 
Yisrael” — meaning, governor over matters of teaching and instruction in Eretz 
Yisrael, because of his great expertise in Torah and his profound wisdom.
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 160: ִנְכֵסי ְמלּוג – 
                 A Wife's From Which A Husband Benefits
   

Nichsei Melug are assets that belong to a married woman. When a married 
woman inherits land from her father, that land belongs to her. However, 
Chachamim stipulated that as long as she remains married, her husband 
retains rights pertaining to that asset. For example: The husband may 
rent the property and receive money for the rental, or work the land and 
keep the produce that grows on it. Should the husband die, or if they get 
divorces, the land reverts to the wife’s full ownership.

What is the meaning of the words “nichsei 
melug”? “Melug” is an Aramaic word meaning 
“tearing off” or “plucking.” For example, the 
activity of plucking the hairs from the head of an 
animal is called “meligat ha’rosh” (plucking of 
the head.) According to this explanation, “nichsei 
melug” are assets that belong to the wife, but 
their profits are “plucked” from the wife and given 
to the husband.

Before entering Eretz Yisrael, B’nai Yisrael complained 
to God and Moshe, saying, “Why have you brought 
us out of Egypt to die in this desert, for there is no 
fresh bread and no water, and we are disgusted with 
this rotten bread.” In response to the people’s rude 
behavior, God sent serpents, who hurt the people 
severely: “And God sent venomous snakes that bit 
the people, and many of the people of Israel died.” 
After Moshe prayed, God said to him, “Make yourself 
a serpent and put it on a pole, and whoever has been 
bitten can look at it and then they will live.” Chazal 
asked: Does a snake have the ability to bring death 
or life? And how could observing a copper snake 
cure a person suffering from snake-bites? Chazal 
reply that it was not the copper snake that caused 
healing.  Rather, when those who were bitten raised 
their eyes to look at the snake, they remembered 
God, repented, and were healed.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
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  1. To whom do “nichsei melug” belong?
  2. What is “kiyum shtarot”? 
     How is it done?

חוכמת החכמים

        ֶבן זֹוָמא אֹוֵמר: ֵאיֶזהּו ָעִשיר? 
       ַהָשֵמַח ְבֶחְלקֹו.  )אבות ד:א(.

ִמּלֹון  
Wealthy  – ָעִשיר

One's lot –  ֶחְלקֹו
 Achieved –  ִהִשיג

ֶהְסֵבר: ְכֶשָהָאָדם ָשֵמַח ְבַמה ֶשִהִשיג, 
ְוֵאיֶנּנֹו ִמְצַטֵער ַעל ַמה ֶשֵאין לֹו, הּוא ָעִשיר ֶבֱאֶמת.

Regret – ִמְצַטֵער
What is lacking – ַמה ֶשֵאין

Truly – ֶבֱאֶמת


