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ההוא ארבא
נמילא
נטורי

Translation

Explanation
A certain boat arrived at the Akko port, 
carrying fish stew. Rabbi Abba stationed 
guards to watch the pot, to ensure that non-
Jews would not mix wine with the fish stew 
and thus make it prohibited for eating.

Daf 35:  ִבינֹות Cheese Production – ִייצור ְגּ

Chazal banned the consumption of cheese 
handmade by non-Jews. The reasoning behind the prohibition is 
based on the words of the Amora Shmuel: “Because they cause it 

[the cheese] to curdle using the stomach contents of calves.” What 
does this mean?

After dying, animals have a great number of uses. The meat may 
be eaten; the skin may be turned into shoes and other items.  

In antiquity, there was a practice of using a calf’s stomach in the 
production of cheese. After the calf had died, they would remove its stomach 

and soak it in milk, and after some time the milk would turn to cheese.

This was done because the calf’s stomach contains certain enzymes that aid the 
transformation of milk to cheese. Thus, it is understandable that Chazal instituted a 
prohibition against eating cheese that had been prepared in this manner.  Since the 
animal was a neveilah (as the calf had not undergone proper shechita, ritual slaughter), 
any cheese produced within that animal would also be prohibited.
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      Daf 34: “נֹות ֵזרֹות“ ְו“ַתָקּ   – “ְגּ
           “Decrees” and “Religious Ordinances”

In the introduction to his commentary on the Mishnah, 
Rambam divides dinim d’Rabbanan (rabbinic laws) into 

groupings of “g’zeirot” (prohibitive decrees) and 
“takanot” (performative ordinances).

“G’zeirot” are laws enacted to help people avoid 
violation of issurei Torah (Torah prohibitions) — e.g., 

a well-known halacha forbids a Jew to instruct a non-Jew to perform 
a melacha (one of the 39 prohibited types of labor) on Shabbat, because Chazal were 
concerned that after making such a request, the Jew might see fit to perform that 
melacha himself and directly violate an issur Torah.

“Takanot” are rules and customs that are not expansions of existing Torah 
commandments, but rather are the independent creations of the sages with ends 
unto themselves.  Several examples include: the mitzvah of lighting Chanukah 
candles, celebration of Purim; institution of the Ketubah that a husband writes for his 
wife, and more.

In his time, Moshe Rabbeinu instituted takanot, among which were: the seven-day 
feast in honor of a Chatan v’Kala (groom and bride); the Shiva period (seven days of 
mourning for close familial relatives); and more.

.... Ha’hu araba ... A certain boat

.... Namila ............ Port

.... Neturei ............ Guards
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Thank you for helping us exceed 
goals for 2017! Talmud Israeli will 
continue to provide our weekly 
publication free-of-charge in 
2018 in thanks to our generous 
sponsors. We are now ready to 
expand into more English-speaking 
communities. Please contact us if 
you know of anyone interested in 
joining the Talmud Israeli family!
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Daf 37: “ּוֵלי נֹוְכִרים יּשׁ Food Cooked By Non-Jews  – “ִבּ

The sages prohibited the 
eating of food cooked by 
non-Jews — even if it is 
certain that that particular 
dish was kosher and does 
not contain any forbidden 
meat, meat-milk mixture, 
etc. This ordinance was 
instituted by the Chachamim 
to prevent intermarriage.

Merely lighting the fire 
under a pot is considered an act of “cooking.” Accordingly, such minimal Jewish 
participation in the cooking process can circumvent the rabbinic decree. 

 

תשמ״ה/1985
The New Israeli Shekel Becomes 

Israel’s Official Currency 

As part of the economic plan 
in 1985, the New Israeli Shekel 
(NIS) was designated as the 
official currency of Israel, 
replacing the previous currency, 
the Shekel. Each NIS was worth 
1,000 old Shekels. There were 
100 agorot in each new Shekel, 
and was marked with the NIS 
symbol that followed the number. 
At first, NIS 1 bills were printed, 
and shortly thereafter, coins of 
the same value were issued. A 
drawing of Shushan, taken from 
coins of the Persian period in the 
Land of Israel, appeared on the 
money, along with the letters (יהד) 
Yod, Hay, and Daled in ancient 
Hebrew script.

Israeli History
שנה למדינת ישראל ISRAEL@
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Daf 36:  ֵיּין ֶנֶסְך – Wine Of Non-Jews       

There is an Issur d’Oraita (a Torah prohibition) against drinking or deriving 
benefit from Yayn Nesech. Yayn Nesech is wine which idolaters used in the 
worship of Avodah Zarah.

Chazal added a prohibition against drinking 
any wine of non-Jews. This g’zeira (decree) 
is called “Stam Yei’nam”— meaning “plain, 
regular” wine – that is, wine not known to have 
been used for idolatrous purposes. Chazal 
also decreed that even wine belonging to a 
Jew, if touched by a non-Jew, is prohibited. 
This ruling was instituted so that Jews 
would not drink with non-Jews, a safeguard 
against assimilation and intermarriage. If that 
is the case, why did Chazal decree an issur against enjoying benefit from “Stam 
Yeinam”? Isn’t it enough that they decreed a prohibition on drinking Stam 
Yeinam? The people of the time were very religious and it was likely that any 
wine was made for the sake of religious practice. Therefore, the Rabbis also 
decreed an issur on benefitting from Stam Yeinam.

One Shekel Paper Note.
Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 39:  “ָרֵאל ”Chalav Yisrael“  – “ָחָלב ִיְשׂ

One of the halachic concepts connected to the consumption of milk and dairy 
products is called “Chalav Yisrael”. Over the course of many years, Jews adhered to 
drinking “Chalav Yisrael”, meaning, milk under Jewish supervision. This strict ruling 
was enacted, as there had been a fear that a non-Jew might mix the milk of a non-
kosher animal with the milk of a kosher animal. Even in our time, particularly in places 
where there is no governmental supervision over the method of milk production, there 
are those who strictly adhere to drinking “Chalav Yisrael”. The halachic status of the 
milk is indicated on the containers of various dairy products possessing a hechsher 
(kosher certification).

      Daf 38: ּפּוֵחי ֲאָדָמה ָחִלים וַתּ Coals and Potatoes  – ֶגּ
                    

On one occasion, non-Jewish workers 
arrived at a building to tar the roof of 
the house. The workers lit a fire on 
which they placed the barrel of tar. The 
workers paid absolutely no attention to 
the fact that their fire also ignited coals, 
on which potatoes had been placed. Is 
it permissible to eat those potatoes? Are 
those potatoes considered ‘food cooked 
by non-Jews’? Rabbi Yochanan says 

that if a non-Jew lights a fire for any purpose other than cooking, there is no issur 
(prohibition) on eating the food cooked on that fire. For example: If a non-Jew took 
part of an animal and passed it over the fire in efforts to clean off the hair from 
its skin, and some of the meat from that animal was unexpectedly roasted — it is 
permissible to eat that meat (as it was not intended to be cooked for food).

Made In Israel

The Israeli Economy
Talmud Israeli is always proud to 
tell our readers about new products 
and inventions from Israel. All of the 
wonderful things being developed 
in Israel have helped strengthen 
our homeland’s economy. In 1985, 
Israel’s currency changed to the NIS 
and by all accounts the economy is 
doing very well. Economic growth in 
Israel has been steady over the past 
20 years, with a GDP today of  $387 
billion. Israel has been exporting 
more than it has been importing for 
the past ten years, with total exports 
exceeding $359 billion a year.  

Unemployment in Israel is very low 
at 4.3% and Israeli’s high tech industry 
is the envy of the world. More than $7 
billion has been invested by venture 
capitalists in the last year and Israeli 
investors and employees received 
over $20 billion when their companies 
were either purchases or went public 
in 2017. Furthermore, over 350 
large international companies have 
research and development facilities 
in Israel, including Apple, Facebook, 
Google, Amazon, and Intel.

Thank you to everyone involved 
for strengthening Israel’s economy!
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 40: יא ִשׂ י ְיהּוָדה ַהָנּ ּפּוִחים ְלַרִבּ    – ֵיין ַתּ
         Apple Wine Of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi

Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi felt discomfort 
in his stomach. He knew that if he 
drank wine made from apples — it 
would help him to feel better. But, 
the only apple wine available to him 
was likely to have been made by 
non-Jews. Therefore, because of 
his doubts, Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi 
refrained from drinking the wine. 

What was the basis of his doubt? Chazal decreed that the 
wine of non-Jews is prohibited for drinking and also for 
deriving benefit. Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi had doubts as to 

whether apple wine (as opposed to wine made from 
grapes) was included in the rabbis’ decree. Rabbi 
Yehudah HaNasi said: Is there someone here who 
knows the halacha? Rabbi Yishamael said, “One 

time, my father, Rabbi Yossi, felt discomfort in his stomach and he drank 
70-year-old aged apple wine belonging to a non-Jew and was healed. 
This is a sign that drinking such apple wine is permitted.”  They went out, 
looked around and found vintage apple wine produced by a non-Jew. 
Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi drank the wine and was healed.

Rabbi Yosef Tzvi Rimon, founder and head of the 
Center for Halacha and Instruction states:

In our parasha, the command to implement the daily 
sacrifice appears: “Now this is what you will offer up 
on the altar: two yearling lambs each day, regularly. You 
will offer one lamb in the morning, and you will offer the 
second lamb at twilight.” 

In this context, we are familiar with the words of 
the Talmud in Tractate Berachot, “Tefillot ke’neged 
temidim tiknum” (They [the rabbis] instituted prayer 
in place of the daily sacrifices). However, if we study 
the TaNaKh in depth, it seems that prayer existed 
among the Jewish people from time immemorial 
and had no connection with the korbanot (sacrificial 
offerings).  The Avot (Patriarchs), Chana, the prophet 
Jonah, the prophet Habakkuk, and many other 
Biblical heroes all prayed.  As such, it is preferable 
to interpret the phrase “Tefillot ke’neged temidim 
tiknum” to mean the establishment of regular fixed 
prayer times as a replacement for the fixed times 
of the korbanot. But prayer itself, which establishes 
the basic connection between man and God, is an 
act that can happen at any hour of any day and 
has been practiced in every generation since the 
beginnings of Judaism.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What are “g’zeirot”? What are “takanot” and what is the difference 
between them?

2. What is the meaning of the concept “Chalav Yisrael” and why were 
there people who were careful to only consume that type of chalav?

3. What is the meaning of “Yayn Nesech” and what is its halachic status?

ְוָאַמְרָתּ ָלֶהם 
ְקִריבּו ַלה'  ר ַתּ ה ֲאֶשׁ ׁ ֶזה ָהִאֶשּ
ָנה ְתִמיִמם  ֵני ָשׁ ים ְבּ ָבִשׂ ְכּ
ַנִים ַלּיֹום עָלֹה ָתִמיד.  ְשׁ

ֶקר  ה ַבֹבּ ֲעֶשׂ ֶבׂש ֶאָחד ַתּ ֶאת ַהֶכּ
ִני  ׁ ֶבׂש ַהֵשּ ְוֵאת ַהֶכּ
ִים ין ָהַעְרָבּ ה ֵבּ ֲעֶשׂ ַתּ


