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Daf 22: לּוָתא Head of the Exile, Exilarch – ֵריׁש ָגּ
 
The Jews were exiled to Babylonia following the destruction of the first Beit 
HaMikdash. Even after the second Beit HaMikdash was built, many Jews continued 
to live in Babylonia for centuries thereafter. During the Amoraic period, Babylonia 
was the Torah learning capital of the Jewish world. Such was the case until the end 
of the Gaonic period.

During, and for some time following, the Talmudic period, there was an appointed 
governmental position in Babylonia called the “Reish Galuta” — Head of the Exile, or 
Exilarch. The Reish Galuta was authorized by the king to oversee all Jewish matters 
in the kingdom. The Reish Galuta had authority to judge Jews and deliver punishment 
when necessary. The Reish Galuta acted like a king. He had servants and a luxurious 
home. He wore impressive clothing and the Chachamim of the Talmud accorded him 
respect. The position of “Reish Galuta” was reserved for descendants of King David.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף כ׳׳ג: 

“מרחיקין את השובך מן העיר חמישים אמה, 
אם  אלא  שלו,  בתוך  שובך  אדם  יעשה  ולא 
יהודה  רבי  רוח.  לו חמישים אמה לכל  יש  כן 
אומר: בית ארבעת כורין מלא שגר היונה.” 
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Daf 21: ְלמּוד ַהּתֹוָרה The Mitzvah of Talmud Torah – ִמְצַות ַתּ

Parents are obligated to teach their children Torah, In accordance with what we recite 
twice daily in Shema: “v’limadtem otam et b’neichem l’daber bam,” “and you will 
teach them to your children to speak of them.” Many years ago, that is just what 
everyone did. There were no organized schools or Talmud Torah institutions—and 
every father taught his children Torah. After some time, the Chachamim saw there 
was a problem, for example, with an orphaned child, who had no father, and so, 
did not learn Torah. Therefore, they decided to establish Talmud Torah schools. The 
first Talmud Torah was founded in Jerusalem, where Chachamim hired a melamed, a 
Torah educator, to teach the children.

The Talmud explicitly states that the first Talmud Torah 
was established in Jerusalem, in fulfillment of the verse: 
“Ki MiZion Teitzeh Torah” (For Torah will go forth from 
Zion, and the word of God from Jerusalem). The Tosafot 
commentators explain that due to the holiness of Jerusalem, 
and because the children saw the kohanim busy with the 
work of the Beit HaMikdash, they were infused with a sense 

of seriousness and a great desire to learn. After some time, the Chachamim realized 
that there was still a problem to be solved — there were children who could not 
easily reach Jerusalem. Therefore, the Chachamim decided to establish Talmud Torah 
schools in each region. Later, it was decided to establish a Talmud Torah in every city. 
With Talmud Torahs existing in every city, children were sent to learn, beginning at age 
6 or 7 — approximately the age that children enter first grade today.

Explanation
It is prohibited to build a pigeon coop 
(dovecote) within 50 amot (approximately 
88.5ft.) of a city, so that the pigeons do not 
harm the seeds that have been planted 
inside that city. This law also requires any 
individual constructing a pigeon coop in 
his or her own courtyard to comply, by 
observing the requisite distance from the 
rest of the city.

... Nasbin ... Aviary Fortresses, bird nests
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THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR
& EDITOR OF TALMUD ISRAELI

IS VISITING AMERICA!
JAN. 30 – FEB. 16, 2017

We are honored to have 
renowned Israeli rabbi, educator 
and writer, Avi Rath, the 
educational director and editor of 
Talmud Israeli, visiting America. 
His words of wisdom are the heart 
of the Daf Yomi for US project. 
Please let us know if you would 
like to meet Rabbi Rath and have 
him visit your institution.
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Daf 23: ִנַיּת ׁשֹוָבְך יֹוִנים     Building A Pigeon Coop – ְבּ

Chazal were particularly strict regarding matters bein adam 
l’chavero, interpersonal relations.  They instituted rules to prevent 
people from causing damage one to the other and acting to 
eliminate mishaps between neighbors and partners. A person 
interested in building a pigeon coop on his/her own property 
needs to place it a distance of at least 50 amot (approximately 
25-30 meters) from the city, so that the birds won’t take the seeds 
out of the city’s gardens.

This halacha highlights the great concern Chazal showed for the personal 
property of others and the extent to which they enacted regulations to prevent 
damage being caused to a person or their 
possessions. It is every person’s right to 
build a pigeon coop, for example, on his/
her own property, which is why Chazal 
took care that no damage would be done 
to the environment or the neighbors 
because of it.

Made in Israel

Daf 24: ָהר ָנּ ָצָּפה ַבּ   – ָחִבית ַיִין ֶשׁ
                        A Wine Barrel Floating in the River

In a certain city, there was a group of fisherman who hurried back to shore after 
a successful night of fishing on the river. On their way back home, they came 
across a barrel floating next to their ship. To their surprise, they discovered the 
barrel was full of wine.

Since Chazal prohibited drinking the wine of non-Jews, the fishermen debated 
over to whom the wine belonged and whether it was permissible to drink. 
Studying Masechet Bava Batra, daf 24, revealed to the fishermen that according 
to the approach of the Amora Rav, if a barrel is found in the river opposite a city 
populated by Jews, one can surmise 
the barrel originated from that city.  It 
would therefore not be considered 
“yayn nesech,” wine of non-Jews, and 
accordingly, it would be permissible to 
drink the wine.

     Powermat   
     Technologies     
        (Ran Poliakine, 2006)

How often do we look at our 
different electronic devices and 
realize that the battery is low? When 
a charger is not in reach, panic sets 
in! Powermat Technologies, based 
in Neve Ilan, near Jerusalem,  has 
developed a way to give users 
a convenient and simple way to 
charge devices. 

Powermat has developed unique 
pads to charge electronic devices. 
These charging pads are located at 
businesses and restaurants around 
the world. The pad itself can be 
installed in various ways to maximize 
visual appearance. The company 
even has an app for iOS and Android 
that tells users where nearby charging 
stations are located. Powermat is 
so useful that the companies which 
have put them in report business has 
increased since installation. 

Thank you Israeli developers 
for launching a treatment for 'low 
battery anxiety"!

Photo Source: Powermat.com
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Daf 25:  א Rav Hisda – ַרב ִחְסָדּ
                                    
An Amora named Hisda lived in Babylonia during the second generation of 
Amoraim. Until the age of 30, Rav Hisda was privileged to learn Torah directly 
from Rav. Rav was a member of the first generation of Amoraim, and had 
himself learned Torah directly from Tannaim. Rav Hisda was still an infant when 
Rav established his Yeshiva in city of Sura. Nevertheless, Hisda still had the 
privilege of learning Torah directly from Rav because Rav lived a very long life.

Rav Hisda started out as a pauper. Hisda confessed he did not eat any 
vegetables during that period, since eating greens stimulates one’s appetite 
and Rav Hisda was so poor, he feared his appetite might overcome him and 
he would have no means to satisfy his hunger. Later on, Rav Hisda earned his 
livelihood brewing beer and he became quite wealthy.

Why did Rav Hisda deserve the privilege of wealth? 
Rav Hisda said of himself: “I meticulously observed 
the mitzvah of netilat yadayim using large handfuls 
of water, therefore, God provided me with a handful 
of wealth.” Rav Hisda also owned vineyards and 
retained sharecroppers to work his land. Rav Hisda 
was granted tremendous wealth. As Rav Shreira 
Gaon stated, Rav Hisda funded the building of one of 
the Babylonian yeshivot.
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       Egyptian Parliament    
       Ends Boycott of Israel
       (18 Shevat 1980)

Israel and Egypt entered a formal 
peace agreement on March 26, 
1979. On the 18th of Shevat in 
1980, the Egyptian parliament 
officially ended its economic 
boycott of Israel. 

In 1945, the Arab League and 
its members began its boycott 
of Israel. It was designed to 
weaken the Yishuv (pre-State 
Jewish community in Eretz Yisrael) 
and deter the growing wave of 
immigration. Initially, the boycott 
halted direct trade with Israel. 
Eventually, the boycott extended to 
countries which conducted trade 
with Israel. In the mid-1950s, the 
Arab League's boycott of Israel 
intensified and gained a powerful 
ally: the Soviet Union

The boycott began to weaken 
as Israel took clever steps to evade 
it by establishing front companies 
to import and re-export goods. 
When Egypt made peace with 
Israel, it became the first in the Arab 
League to abandon the boycott. 

Daf 26: "ֶבל ”Righteous Ones of Babylonia“  – "ֲחִסיֵדי ָבּ

Rav Hisda and Rav Huna were referred to as Hasidei Bavel, the righteous ones  
of Babylonia, because of their good deeds. Once, Rav Hisda said something 
to Rav Huna that Huna found disturbing. Rav Hisda so regretted what he 
had said, that he began a personal fast lasting several days in order to atone 
for his actions. Rav Huna also started a personal fast, feeling he might have 
purposelessly suspected Rav Hisda. It is inappropriate to suspect a person 
without reason— especially, a great individual like Rav Hisda.

Rav Huna implored his son to go learn Torah from Rav Hisda, since the 
words of Torah he imparted would sharpen students’ skills and increase their 
understanding. Once, the Chachamim questioned whether it was appropriate 
to recite the Shehechayanu blessing on Rosh Hashana, as is done on the 
Shalosh Regalim, the three pilgrimage festivals. They decided to send a 
chacham, a sage, to Rav Hisda’s home on Erev Rosh Hashana, to be present 
when Rav Hisda recited Kiddush. The visiting chacham heard Rav Hisda recite 
the Shehechayanu blessing, and with that, the halacha was determined.

(Left to Right) President Anwar Sadat, 
President Jimmy Carter and

Prime Minister Menachem Begin,  
at Camp David, 1978

This Week
 in Jewish History
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

Daf 27: חוּץ ָלָאֶרץ ָרֵאל ְוֶחְציֹו ְבּ ֶאֶרץ ִיְשׂ ֶחְציֹו ְבּ   – ֵעץ ֶשׁ
             A Tree That Straddles Eretz Yisrael & The Land Outside

There is an obligation to set 
aside trumot and ma’asrot, 
tithes, taken from fruits grown in 
Eretz Yisrael. Until this is done, 
the fruits are considered “tevel,” 
which one is prohibited to eat. 
However, fruits grown outside 
of Eretz Yisrael are exempt. If 
that is the case, what would be 
the ruling regarding a tree with 

half its trunk in Eretz Yisrael, and the other half outside the land. Is it is 
necessary to set aside trumot and maasrot from the fruits of such a tree? 

The Tannaim disagreed regarding this matter. Rabban Shimon ben 
Gamliel said: It is required to set aside trumot and maasrot from fruit 
that grew from any branch on the Eretz Yisrael side; it is not required 
of fruit that grew on the other side. Why? Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel 
asserted that the portion of the tree on the Eretz Yisrael side receives 
nourishment from Eretz Yisrael — since there are many fibers in the trunk 
that transfer nourishment and they do not co-mingle. However, Rabbi 
Yehudah HaNasi disagreed and stated that in a case like this, half of every 
fruit is considered tevel, and the other half is not considered tevel — as 
Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi contended that nourishment can co-mingle and 
each of the fruits receives nourishment from both locations.

At the beginning of the Aseret HaDibrot, Ten 
Commandments, God declares, “I am HaShem, 
your God, who took you out of the land of 
Egypt, from the house of slavery.” In his book, 
the Kuzari, Rabbi Yehudah HaLevy asks: Why, 
in introducing the Ten Commandments, does 
God remind us of the Exodus from Egypt rather 
than the creation of the world, saying: “I am 
HaShem, who created the world?”

Rabbi Yehudah HaLevy 
answers that it is 
because Bnei Yisrael 
did not see with their 
own eyes the creation of 
the world as described 
in Sefer Breisheet. God 
chose to introduce the Ten Commandments 
with an experience that millions of Am Yisrael 
had witnessed at Har Sinai with their own 
eyes, an event that cannot be denied. As such, 
they could transmit the heritage and tradition 
of Har Sinai from generation-to-generation. In 
this spirit of belief and acceptance, they will 
be inclined to believe the story of the creation 
of the world and other events they have not 
personally seen happen.All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
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1. What consideration must an individual take into 
account before building a pigeon coop in his/her 
courtyard?

2. Who was the Reish Galuta and what was his role?
3. To what did Rav Hisda attribute his great wealth?


