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לא שנו אלא 

שרץ
טמאת מת

ציבור

Translation

Explanation
The Mishnah teaches that a kohen who 
is tamei (ritually impure) is pasul (invalid) 
and his work is disqualified. The Elders 
of the South stated that this ruling 
only relates to a case in which a kohen 
became impure due to contact with the 
carcass of a creeping insect. But the 
work of a kohen who served while impure 
due to contact with a human corpse is 
not disqualified, as there are situations 
in which such a kohen remains kosher 
(fit) — most notably if the majority of the 
community is ritually impure.

Daf 17:  ה הּוָנּ ְגֵדי ְכּ ִלי ִבּ ֵהן ְבּ   – ֹכּ
               A Kohen Without Priestly Garments 

From what source do we learn that the service of a kohen in 
the Beit HaMikdash is pasul (invalid) if even one of his required 
garments is missing?

In Sefer Shemot (Book of Exodus), Hashem commanded 
Moshe regarding what Aharon and his sons should do: 
“Clothe them with tunics and bind both Aharon and 
his sons with sashes, so they will have the status 
of kohanim as their right for all time.” This pasuk 
(verse) indicates that Aharon and his sons will have 

the status of kehunah (priesthood) as long as they are 
clothed in the kohanim’s garments. From here we learn 
that a kohen is prohibited from serving if he does not 
wear the proper priestly attire.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת זבחים, דף כ’’ב:

 “טמא פסול — אמרו זקני דרום: לא שנו 
אלא טמא שרץ, אבל טמאת מת, מתוך 

שמרצה בציבור — מרצה נמי ביחיד”
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      Daf 16: מֹות Private Altars – ָבּ

Certain halachic obligations must be performed while standing 
and may not be done from a seated position. For instance, eidim 
(witnesses) need to stand while testifying. On this daf we learn 
that one must stand when offering a korban (offering). However, 
there is an exception! It is permissible to sit when offering korban 
on a bama (a type of altar).

What exactly is a bama? A 
bama is an altar built outside of 

the Beit HaMikdash, where korbanot are offered to 
HaShem. At various historical junctures in antiquity, 
Jews were permitted to construct bamot to offer 
korbanot. After the Beit HaMikdash was built in 
Jerusalem, however, bamot became forbidden.  
This ruling remained in effect even after the Beit 
HaMikdash was destroyed.

... Lo shanu elah ... They taught [a particular 
    ruling] only in the specific case cited
... Sheretz ............. creeping insect
... Tumat meit ....... impurity of a corpse
... Tzibur ............... public, community 
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תשס״ד/2004
Naomi Shemer, z"l 

Naomi Shemer (1930-2004) was 
a poet, composer and singer and 
many of her songs have become an 
inseparable part of Israeli culture. 
These include: “Yerushalayim 
Shel Zahav” (Jerusalem of Gold), 
“Chorshat Ha’Ekalyptus” (the 
Eucalyptus Grove), “Lu Yehi” (Let 
It Be), “Al Kol Eileh” (On All These), 
and “Shirat HaAsavim” (Song of the 
Weeds). Naomi Shemer was born 
and raised on Kibbutz Kinneret and 
studied at the Music Academies 
in both Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. 
Shemer also served as a pianist in 
the IDF’s Nachal Brigade. After her 
army service, Naomi Shemer wrote 
many popular songs for the theater and for 
the military bands. The song “Yerushalayim 
Shel Zahav,” written shortly before the 
Six-Day War, turned into a kind of second 
anthem for the country at that time. The 
song “Lu Yehi” became one of the symbols 
of the Yom Kippur War. In 1983, she received 
the Israel Prize for Hebrew Song. Naomi 
Shemer died in 2004 and was buried in the 
Kibbutz Kinneret Cemetery.

Israeli History
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Daf 18: ה הּוָנּ ְגֵדי ַהְכּ Priestly Vestments – ִבּ

Each day we pray for “the Beit HaMikdash to be rebuilt swiftly, in our days…” 

Once the Beit HaMikdash is rebuilt we will have the privilege of seeing kohanim 
serving in their always-new priestly garb. It is taught in a braita (text from 
mishnaic times, not included in the Mishnah) found on this daf, that 
there is value of Hiddur Mitzvah (enhancement of a mitzvah) in the 
continual refreshing of the clothes worn by kohanim; as the wearing 
of new clothes beautifies the mitzvah. Rambam ruled in Hilchot 
K’lei Mikdash (laws governing Temple utensils): “It is a mitzvah for 
the clothing of the kohen to be new, pleasing and dignified, as is 
customary for the clothing of distinguished individuals — as is 
said: ‘L’chavod u’l’tiferet’” (for honor and glory).

Ramban (on Shemot 28:2) wrote that garments of the 
kohanim had to be sewn “lishma” (with intention, for 
their own sake) — i.e., as the strings of the tzitzit are 
to be tied “le’shem tzitzit” (for the purpose of creating 
tzitzit), likewise, the clothing of the kohanim needed 
to be sewn for the purpose of the mitzvah of bigdei 
kehunah (priestly clothing).

Naomi Shemer. Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 19: ׁש ְקָדּ ֵבית ַהִמּ ֲהִנים ְבּ    – ֲעבֹוָדת ַהֹכּ
                Kohanim Serving in the Beit HaMikdash

Gedalya was happy and content. It was the week 
during which he and his priestly family were 
scheduled to serve in the Beit HaMikdash. The family 
arrived in Jerusalem two weeks beforehand, in order 
to properly prepare for their service. They learned 
and reviewed the halachot pertaining to service in the 
Beit HaMikdash, and when their time came, Gedalya 
and his family reported to the entrance of the Beit 
HaMikdash, entered the area where clothing was 
distributed to the kohanim, and dressed themselves 
in the proper attire.

“No shoes and no socks”, one of the other kohanim reminded Gedalya. “In the Beit 
HaMikdash, kohanim walk barefoot.”

“Don’t forget to remove your kippah from under the mitznefet” (turban), Gedalya’s 
father reminded him. This was the first time Gedalya had the zechut (privilege) of 
serving in the Beit HaMikdash, so he needed some reminders. On this daf we learn 
that that there must not be any interposition between the body of the kohen and 
the kohen’s clothing; the clothing must rest directly on the kohen’s body.
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Daf 21: ׁש ְקָדּ ֵבית ַהִמּ ּיֹור ְבּ ֶלת ַהִכּ ְלֶגּ  – ַגּ
              The Sinking Wash Basin in the Beit HaMikdash

Upon entering the Temple Courtyard to perform the sacrificial service, a kohen was required 
to wash his hands and feet.  This ritual laving is called “Kiddush yada’im v’rag’la’im.” There 
was a special wash basin in the Beit HaMikdash used specifically for that purpose.

One man, named “Ben Ka’tin,” constructed a special mechanism for lowering the 
washing basin into a hole in the floor; a hole that contained spring water. Each morning, 
the kohanim would raise the basin using the pulley mechanism created by Ben Ka’tin.

Why did Ben Ka’tin conceive of installing a pulley mechanism? Halacha stipulates that 
every item in the Beit HaMikdash put into a service utensil takes on a high level of kedusha 
(holiness), and several strict prohibitions begin to be applied to it — among them, “P’sul 
Li’na,” i.e., being allowed to sit overnight causes the item placed in the service utensil to 
become invalid. Given that the washbasin is a service utensil, the water remaining in the 
basin at the end of each day becomes prohibited for use the following day. Therefore, 
each dawn the kohanim would empty the water from the basin and fill it with new water.

The installation of Ben Ka’tin’s pulley mechanism solved this 
problem. Since every evening the basin was submerged in a pit 
within a stream, the water in the washbasin did not become invalid 
— because at the moment the water in the basin mixed with the 
waters of the stream, their holy status is voided, and so the water in the 
basin was no longer invalid as a result of being left out overnight.

     Daf 20: ן ֶשׁ רּוַמת ַהֶדּ   – ִמְצַות ְתּ
                      The Mitzvah of Removal of the Ashes             
                    
Terumat HaDeshen (removal of the ashes) was the first service performed each day in 
the Beit HaMikdash.  It was a means of readying the altar for the next day’s sacrificial 
service. The kohen stirred the ashes, gathered them and placed the pile next to the 
miz’be’ach, as the Torah commands in Sefer VaYikra (Leviticus): “And he [the kohen] 
shall lift out the ashes … and put them down next to the altar.” The ashes were 
miraculously swallowed up into the place the kohen set them down. 

The mitzvah of Terumat HaDeshen can be offered over the course of the night.  As was 
their custom, every day the kohanim would perform the mitzvah of Terumat HaDeshen, 
when the roosters crowed, i.e., at dawn, or close to it — either slightly before or after. 
On Yom Kippur, this mitzvah was performed by the kohen gadol and was conducted 
beginning at midnight. The timing for this service was earlier, so as to afford the kohen 
gadol some rest to renew his strength in advance of the numerous services he was 
expected to perform over the course of the coming day.

During the Regalim (three pilgrimage holidays), performance of the Terumat HaDeshen 
was moved to the end of the first watch of the night. Kohanim would heap the ashes 
together in a pile in the middle of the miz’be’ach. As many korbanot were offered over 
the course of the Regalim, much ash accumulated, and a significant amount of time 
was required to gather it all into a pile.

Map In Israel

Soapy
Founded by: Max Simonovsky (2017)

A social-impact start-up called 
Soapy, with headquarters in Tel 
Aviv, is changing the world one pair 
of hands at a time. Simonovsky 
was inspired to create Soapy when 
he realized that a lack of hygiene 
was the basis of severe illness and 
sometimes even death in countries 
lacking a reliable clean water supply. 
So, he designed a solar-powered 
hygiene station. 

What makes this system unique 
is that water is drawn from the 
atmosphere (especially suitable 
in places with high humidity!) and 
as soon as a user comes near, 
the necessary soap and water 
is automatically dispensed. In 
partnership with an Indian non-profit, 
Simonovsky has set up a station 
there with more planned in Indian 
cities for the near future. The system 
uses modest amounts of water 
and soap and the cost is extremely 
reasonable, making it ideal for 
struggling countries.

Thank you, Israeli scientists 
for bringing hygiene stations to 
the needy.

A Soapy Station in use in Bagepalli, India. 
Photo Source: israel21c.org
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ָרֵאל  ֵני ִיְשׂ ר ֶאל ְבּ ֵבּ ַדּ
ְוָאַמְרָתּ ֲאֵלֶהם 

ְקְראּו ֹאָתם  ר ִתּ מֹוֲעֵדי ה' ֲאֶשׁ

ִמְקָרֵאי ֹקֶדׁש
ה ֵהם מֹוֲעָדי. ֵאֶלּ
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 22: ְקָואֹות יֵני ַהִמּ   – ִדּ
                      Laws Governing Ritual Baths

We do netilat yadayim (ritual hand-washing) with clear water. A mikvah 
(ritual bath) should also contain clear water.

If there are two mikva’ot and neither 
has a sufficient amount of water to 
allow for proper tevilah (immersion), it 
is permissible to dig a hole between the 
two mikva’ot, so that the water found 
in the hole connects between the two 
to create one big mikvah — on the 
condition that the width of the hole is at 
least the width of two fingers.  However, 
if an object is pushed into the hole, the 
connection between the two mikva'ot 
becomes invalid. For example, if a 
button becomes stuck in the hole, then 
it would no longer be considered the 
width of two fingers and the water would 
no longer be considered connected.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
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1. What was the first rite performed in the Beit HaMikdash every day?

2. What activity in the Beit HaMikdash called “Kiddush hayadayim 
v’raglayim,” and who was obligated to perform it? 

3. What was the hiddur mitzvah involved in the vestments of the 
kohanim?

In this week’s parasha, the holidays are referred to 
as “Mikra’ei Kodesh” (holy assemblies): “Speak to 
B’nai Yisrael and tell them: God’s appointed [holy 
days] that you shall designate as holy assemblies; 
these are My appointed [holy days].”

The Chachamim ask — what is the meaning of 
this name and expression “Mikra’ei Kodesh”? 
Ramban explains: During the holiday, all of Israel 
are called upon to gather in the Beit HaMikdash 
or synagogue to pray in fresh clean clothes and 
to host festive dinners. This is why the holiday is 
called “Mikraei Kodesh” — as it is a meeting to 
which all people are invited guests. Thus, as a 
result of the holidays, camaraderie and closeness 
between B’nai Yisrael increased.


