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Daf 50: ַרב יֹוֵסף, ״ִסיַני״ –  Rav Yosef, “Sinai”

Rav Yosef was a third-generation Amora who lived in Babylonia. His father was 
Chiyya. Rav Yosef learned Torah from Rav Yehuda in Yeshivat Pumbedita. Rav 
Yosef was a   friend of Rabbah and the two of them were known as “the Amoraim of 
Pumbedita.” There are many halachic rulings cited in the Talmud in which Rabbah 
and Rav Yosef disagreed, as well as many halachot about which the pair agreed.

Rav Yosef was known by those of his generation as “Sinai” because of his great 
knowledge and expertise in all facets of Torah, as if he himself had received the 
Torah from Har Sinai. His knowledge encompassed all of the halachot and the 
teachings of Chazal.

Rav Yosef was extraordinarily humble and was known to say that a person must learn 
humility from God, who revealed Himself to Moshe Rabbeinu through the bush — a lowly 
small tree, and not through a tall and beautiful tree, to teach us not to be overly proud.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף נ׳׳ב: 
“…מן הקטן - יעשה לו סגולה. 

מאי סגולה? רב חסדא אמר: 
ספר תורה. רבה בר רב הונא אמר: 

דיקלא דאכל מיניה תמרי.”
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Daf 49: "יד יד, ׁשּוב ֵאינֹו חֹוֵזר ּוַמִגּ ִהִגּ יָון ֶשׁ   – "ֵכּ
              “Once He Told, He May Not Retract and Tell Again”

The following example demonstrates an important principle concerning the testimony 
of witnesses in court:

Two witnesses entered the Beit Din and said, “We testify that Reuven borrowed $5,000 
from Shimon.” When they completed their testimony, they left the room. After a few 
minutes, they returned and said to the judges, “Our apologies! We were mistaken. 
Reuven did not borrow money from Shimon. Rather, he borrowed money from Levi. We 
feel remorse and wish to retract our previous testimony.” However, the judges told them: 
“Witnesses may not retract their statement once they already have given their testimony.”

This halacha is called: “Kay’van she’he’gid, shuv ayno chozer u’magid,” once he 
told – he may not retract and tell again.

Talmud Israeli–Daf Yomi for US
is now available in North America in 
English! Tens of thousands of copies 
of Talmud Israeli are distributed weekly 
across Israel – in schools, synagogues, 
and communities – earning widespread 
support and approval from Israel’s 
Ministry of Education. This hugely 
successful project combines Talmud 
study with Israel, modern Jewish 
history and Torah. Talmud Israeli brings 
the teachings of our sages, combined 
with a modern look at Jewish history 
to learners of all ages and levels. Over 
the past few months, Daf Yomi for US 
has been customized for an American 
audience and is thrilled to offer this 
program to educators. Please contact 
us to sign up for Talmud Israeli!

Explanation
If a person receives a deposit from 
a minor, that individual must make 
a segula (safe investment) for that 
minor. According to Rav Hisda, 
the intention was for the receiver of 
the deposit to acquire a Sefer Torah 
for the minor; however, according to 
Rav Huna, the intention was for that 
individual to acquire a date tree, so the 
minor could benefit from its fruit.

... Dikla ...   Palm tree

... Tamarei ... Dates
דיקלא
תמרי
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Daf 51: רּויֹות ִלְקנֹות ַקְרַקע  – ָהֶאְפָשׁ
              The Possibilities for Acquiring Land

One day, Reuven decided to sell his plot of land. Eventually, he identified an appropriate 
buyer. Reuven and the buyer sat down to settle and agree upon the various details 
of the sale. When they warmly shook hands and mutually decided that the deal was 
sealed, the buyer said, “Now the time has come for me to acquire the lot.”

“What do you mean by saying the time has come to acquire the lot?” his wife 
whispered to him. The buyer gently explained to her: Although we have a mutual 
agreement with the seller to sell the plot of land to us, we have not yet implemented 
the actual act of kinyan, acquisition.” As long as the kinyan has not taken place, 
either side is permitted to change his/her mind.

How is karka, (land) acquired? On daf 42, we learned that one of the options for 
acquiring land is through kinyan chazaka (taking action that benefits the property 
and establishes a presumption of ownership.) Now, we will learn of two additional 
mechanisms by which karka can be acquired:  

1) Kinyan Kesef: the buyer pays the price of the 
land to the seller, and thus acquires the land. 
2) Kinyan Shtar: The seller writes in the bill of sale: 
“Behold, this particular field of mine is sold to that 
buyer.” Then the seller affixes the date and hands 
the document over to the buyer. Ownership of the 
land thereby is transferred.

Who's Who

Daf 52: ַטֲעַנת "ֲחָזָקה״ –  Claim of “Chazakah”     
              (Presumption of Ownership) 

If a person sues another individual and says: “What are you doing in my field?” and 
if that fellow replies: “I bought it from you!” the Beit Din says: “Bring us the bill of sale 
and prove you acquired the field. If you can not produce the document — vacate the 
field.” This is the ruling if the person has not spent three years on the field. But if that 
individual has spent three years or more on the field, then s/he has a “chazakah,” 
presumption of ownership, which constitutes evidence the field belongs to him/her. 
Since, if s/he did not acquire it, the seller would certainly have protested the person’s 
presence long ago, questioning: “What are you doing here?” If the seller remained 
silent for three years, it appears the seller must have sold the field to that person.

This is the typical judgment in such cases. However, sometimes, there are people 
who do not carefully pay attention as to whether or not someone is working their 
field — for example, if one retains a sharecropper (a laborer who works the field 
and receives a portion of the produce.) A sharecropper cannot claim one day: “I 
acquired the field and the Beit Din must believe me. I have a chazakah since I have 
been working this field for several years.” In such a case, the Beit Din would say to 
the sharecropper: “Your chazakah is invalid as it is clear the owners would not protest 
your presence. On the contrary, they would want and expect you to work in the field.”

     Abba Eban 1915 — 2002      
        

Abba Eban was known to a generation 
as the “Voice of Israel.” Born in 
Capetown, South Africa, he grew 
up in England, where he studied at 
Cambridge University and was active 
in Zionist affairs on campus. 

During World War II, Eben served 
in the British Intelligence in Eretz 
Yisrael. After the war he worked for 
Chaim Weizmann, President of the 
World Zionist Organization and also 
represented the Jewish Agency at 
the United Nations (UN) prior to the 
creation of the State of Israel. Later, 
he served as Israel’s Ambassador to 
the UN and as Israel’s Ambassador to 
the United States. 

In Israel, Eban held the positions 
of Minister of Education and Minister 
of Foreign Affairs. U.S. Secretary 
of State Henry Kissinger once 
said: “I have never encountered 
anyone who matched [Eban’s] 
command of the English language. 
Sentences poured forth in mellifuous 
constructions, complicated enough 
to test the listener’s intelligence and 
simultaneously leave him transfixed 
by the speaker's virtuosity.” 

Abba Eban at the Knesset Plenum. Photo Source: 
Israel Government Press Office Photo Archive
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Daf 53:  ים ֵאין לֹו יֹוְרִשׁ ְפָטר ֶשׁ  – ַהִנּ
              The Deceased Who Had No Heirs

  
Reuven had many assets in the village. He owned fields and vineyards. Reuven 
passed away. As the people of the village returned from his funeral, they saw 
that Shimon was building a fence around Reuven’s home. When Shimon was 
asked why he was doing so, Shimon answered: “Reuven was a man who had 
no heirs. Accordingly, I want to acquire his assets. To that end, I implemented a 
kinyan “chazakah” (presumption of ownership) — I built a fence surrounding the 
property, and now the house belongs to me.”

However, the Rav explained to Shimon: “There is no 
Jew without heirs. If a Jew had no children, his brothers 
inherit from him. If he also had no brothers, then 
nephews or cousins inherit from him. It is impossible 
that a person would not have even one second-cousin, 
or a relative even more distant than that. Go out of the 

house and we will clarify who are Shimon’s rightful heirs.”

There is only one way a person might die without having any heirs and that is, 
in the case of a convert who dies without children. That person's assets are 
hefker, ownerless, and whomever grabs them first lawfully acquires them.

Daf Yomi For US
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With the capture of the oasis of Ein 
Gedi on the 19th of Adar in 1949, the 
military engagements of Israel’s War 
of Independence came to an end. 
Six thousand Israelis were killed, 
and another 15,000 were wounded 
during the War of Independence, 
which began in 1947.

Ein Gedi, which means ‘spring of 
the young goat’ is a beautiful desert 
oasis and nature reserve located near 
the Dead Sea and Masada. Ein Gedi 
National Park is the second-largest 
oasis in Israel. Visitors to the site 
can hike trails that include waterfalls, 
canyons, springs and even a early 
Bronze Age temple.

Unlike other Israeli springs which 
are dry for long periods of the year, 
Ein Gedi boasts four springs that 
flow all year: the David, the Shulamit, 
the Ein Gedi and the Arugot.

Kibbutz Ein Gedi, with its spectacular 
botanical gardens-like areas, is located 
just south of the national park. The 
kibbutz boasts over 900 species of 
plants from all over the word, while the 
desert climate makes it a wonderful 
place to visit all year long!

Daf 54: ְרַקע ִביָאה ּתֹוֶעֶלת ַלַקּ ְמּ ה ֶשׁ עּוָלּ – ְפּ
                An Action that Brings Benefit to the Land

We have learned about a few instances of kinyan “chazakah,” presumption of 
ownership, whereby, a person takes action regarding a particular property, to show 
that s/he is the new owner, and through that action acquires the land. 

For example, when a buyer puts up a fence around a field — that individual acquires 
the land, because only an owner would invest in installing a fence. A person would 
not just decide to build a fence around a property that does not belong to him/her.

This daf details several actions and stipulates whether or not they establish a kinyan 
chazakah. Only actions that bring benefit to the land are regarded as effective 
forms of kinyan chazakah. For example, there is the case in which a palm tree was 
growing on a plot of land and someone chopped off branches from the tree. If the 
person then stated s/he performed that action as a kinyan chazakah, as a sign of 
intention to acquire the tree, the matter would depend: If s/he cut off the branches 
because it was beneficial to the blossoming of the tree, then the act of chopping 
would constitute a chazakah. However, if s/he acted merely out of a need for the 
branches, then the chopping down does not establish a chazakah.

How do we determine the reason why s/he chopped off the branches? If s/he 
chopped off branches all around, then s/he certainly intended to prune the palm and 
improve it. However, if s/he chopped off branches from just one side of the tree, then 
it is clear s/he cut them down only because s/he had a need for the branches. Ein Gedi (Wikipedia)
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 55: א ָנכֹון קֹום ַהלֹּ ָמּ ְבְנָתה ַבּ ִנּ ֵדר ֶשׁ     – ַהָגּ
                                         The Path That Divided the Field

The mitzvah of Peah (leaving a corner of the field for the needy) is 
implemented by having the field owner leave behind part of the crop 
unharvested, so that poor people are able to take from that produce for 
themselves. What must a person who owns two fields do? S/he must set 
aside one corner in each field for the poor.

A mishnah from Masechet Peah appears on this daf, in which it teaches that 
sometimes there are fields that appear to be one field, but for the purposes 
of determining Peah they are indeed considered two separate fields, and as 
such, a corner must be set aside in each of them for the needy.

For example, if there is a field that is divided by a deep canyon, that is 
hard, rocky property, not suitable for planting. The canyon divides the field 
into two. The same ruling also applies also there is a path that divides 
the field. If the path is wide, at least four amot, (85”) and people traverse 
it regularly, then it technically divides the property into two distinct fields. 

Parashat Ki Tissa opens with the mitzvah of the 
giving of the half-shekel: 

Rabbi Akiva ben Asher, who was born and active 
in Germany in the 13th and 14th centuries, wrote 
a beautiful remark on the word “v’natnu,” which 
means, ‘and they gave’, in his commentary “Baal 
HaTurim”: This word can be read from beginning 
to end, or from the end to the beginning, and in 
both possibilities, the word come out “v’natnu.” 
In other words, everything a person gives to 
tzedakah—will return to them in one way or 
another; they will never want for anything because 
they gave of their money to tzedakah.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1.What is the meaning of the principle: “Kay’van 
she’he’gid – shuv ayno chozer u’magid”?

2. Why was Rav Yosef referred to by those of his 
generation as “Sinai”?

3. What are the three ways one can implement 
a kinyan karka?

חוכמת החכמים

יֹוֵסי ֶבן יֹוָחָנן ִאיש ְירּוָשַלִים אֹוֵמר, ְיִהי ֵביְתָך ָפתּוַח 
ִלְרָוָחה. )אבות א,ה(

ְּבִמְצַות  ִהְצַטיֵין  ֶֹשהּוא  ָאִבינּו  ַאְבָרָהם  ְּכמֹו  ְלִהְתַנֵהג  ָעֵלינּו  ֶהְסֵּבר: 
ֶשלֹא  ְּכֵדי  ַהעֹוָלם  ְלַאְרַּבע רּוחֹות  ָפתּוַח  ָהָיה  ַהְכָנַסת אֹוְרִחים. אֹוֲהלֹו 
ִיְצָטְרכּו ַהאֹוְרִחים ְלַהִקיף ִלְמצֹוא ֶאת ַהֶפַתח. עֹוְבֵרי ְדָרִכים ָיְֹכלּו ְלִהיַּכֵנס 
ְלֱאכֹול, ִלְשּתֹות, ְוָלנּוַח. ָהִעיָקר ַהּמּוָסִרי ֶשלֹא ִלְסֹגֹר ֶאת ַהֶדֶלת ַלֲאֵחִרים 

ֶשְצִריִכים ֶעְזָרה.
ִמּלֹון

 Jerusalemiten– ִאיש ְירּוָשַלִים
Open wide – ָפתּוַח ִלְרָוָחה

Travelers – עֹוְבֵרי ְדָרִכים
The moral principle – ָהִעיָקר ַהּמּוָסִרי


