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      Daf 98: ֹוֵאל ִאיל ְוַהּשׁ ְשׁ   – ַאְחָריּות ַהַמּ
                      Responsibility of the Lender to the Borrower

A sho’el, borrower of an item, is chayav, obligated, to repay its value if the item 
breaks or is lost as the result of an unavoidable accident. If a sho'el borrows a 
cow which then dies, that sho’el is chayav to repay. This obviously only applies in 
the case where the cow is already in the possession of the sho’el. However, if 
the sho’el merely agreed to borrow the cow, and that cow died in the home of 
the mash’eel, lender, then the sho’el has no obligation whatsoever to pay. 

The Mishna on this page deals with a cow that died after leaving the home of the 
mash’eel, prior to being handed over to the possession of the sho’el. How is this 
possible? For example, if a mash’eel handed over the cow to his son or to the son of 
the sho’el, in order to take the cow to the sho'el's home and the cow died en route. 
What is the law? The Mishna says the ruling depends on whether the sho’el said to 
the mash’eel: “Send the cow with my son.” By making 
this statement the sho'el is considered to have taken 
responsibility of the cow from that moment. If the cow 
dies en route to the sho’el, the sho’el is obligated to pay. 
However, if the sho'el did not say such to the mash’eel, 
that person is not regarded as a sho’el until the cow 
is in his physical possession.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא מציעא, )דף ק׳׳א(

“תנא: אמר הלה 'זיתיי אני נוטל' - אין
שומעין לו. מאי טעמא? אמר רבי יוחנן:

משום ישוב ארץ ישראל.” 

      Daf 97:  "ֵמָתה ֵמֲחַמת ְמָלאָכה" –  Breaking Due to Usage

A knock on the door was heard at Netanel’s house. It was 
Elkana’s father, his upstairs neighbor, coming to ask if he could 
borrow a drill. A few minutes later, they heard the sound of 
drilling coming from Elkana’s house. However, after a few more 
minutes the drilling sounds suddenly stopped. This surprised 
Netanel. Had Elkana’s father already finished using the drill? To 
his astonishment, the answer to his a question was not long in 
coming. Elkana appeared at their door with $115 in an envelope. 
Elkana said to Netanel: My dad told me to give this to your 
dad and also to say he’s sorry. While he was using the drill, the 
motor burned out and he is paying you $115, the price of the 
drill. Netanel brought the envelope to his dad, who told him to 
return the envelope immediately, since Elkana’s family did 
not owe them a thing. Netanel returned the envelope and turned 
to his father astonished: A few days ago I learned that a shoel, 
borrower, is obligated even if the borrowed item was damaged in 
an unpreventable way.  So why then are they patur, exempt, from 

paying for the drill? Netanel’s father replied: “In principle, you are correct. However, you 
should know there is a case in which the sho’el is patur, e.g., if the item breaks down in 
the course of ordinary usage.” This exemption is called, mei’ta me’chamat melacha, 
breaking due to usage, when an animal or item ‘dies’ while being worked. 
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Explanation
An individual whose olive trees 
were washed away by the river, and 
were replanted on another person’s 
property, is forbidden to uproot the 
trees and take them back. This is 
because uprooting fruit trees harms 
the settlement of Eretz Yisrael.

... Ta'ama ...... Taste

... Nahara ...... River, stream

... Ar’ah ......... Country, ground, land 

... Nechzi ...... We will see

טעמא
 נהרא
 ארעא

נחזי
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Daf 99: ָרה ְבּ ְשׁ ִנּ ל ָחִבית ַהַיִּין ֶשׁ      – ְמִחיָרּה ֶשׁ
               The Price of a Broken Barrel of Wine

A storekeeper hired porters to carry wine barrels. The 
porters were not very careful. One of the barrels dropped 
and broke. The porters agreed to pay $4, the value of the 
barrel. However, the storekeeper said: You actually caused 
me a $5 loss, since on Market Day the price goes up and 

I could sell that barrel for $5. So, please pay me $5. What is the ruling? Are the 
porters responsible to pay $4, the price of the barrel on most days of the year, or 
$5, which is the Market Day price?

Rava said: If the barrel broke before Market Day, the storekeeper is correct 
and the porters are responsible to pay him $5, since that is the sum they 
potentially caused the storekeeper to lose. But, if they broke the barrel after 
the Market Day, and the storekeeper had clearly been unable to sell all of the 
barrels he possessed, then the porters are only obligated to pay $4, because in 
this case, they would not have caused the shopkeeper a loss of $5. Moreover, 
we must reduce their payment, since the porters spared the shopkeeper some 
work. The storekeeper had no need to stand and sell the wine in the barrel little-
by-little to each customer until the entire barrel was emptied. They also spared the 
shopkeeper from having to install a spigot in the barrel, as is done by salesman 
selling wine poured by whatever amount each customer desires.

On The Map

 Daf 100: בּוָעה ְלּגּול ְשׁ Rolling Over of an Oath  – ִגּ

When is an oath obligatory? Let’s say that Reuven approaches the Beit Din and 
says: “Shimon owes me money.” They call in Shimon, who says: “Not true! I don’t 
owe Reuven anything.” What is done? The judges tell Reuven: According to Torah 
law, if you have no proof Shimon owes you money, he will not pay you anything 
and he need not even take an oath to that effect. However, there are some cases in 
which the Torah does require Shimon to take an oath that he does not owe money, 
e.g., “Shvu’at Shomrim,” guardian’s oath, and “Shvu’at Modeh b’Mik’tzat,” oath of 
partial admission, which we learned about previously.

What is “Gilgul Shvu’ah,” rolling over of an oath? In a case where Shimon was 
already obligated to take an oath that he does not owe Reuven, Reuven could say 
to Shimon: “Listen, remember once I sued, asserting you owe me money and you 
contended you did not owe? Now, I want you to take an oath for me regarding 
that money as well.” Here, Reuven “rolled over” an additional oath, into an 
oath that was already required.

This daf of Talmud introduces the possibility of rolling over an oath, even if 
Reuven’s second claim involves karka, land. Why is this a particular chidush, 
novel interpretation? Because there is a principle stipulating that oaths are 
not imposed in disputes concerning land, rather only regarding claims of 
metaltelin, moveable items. Despite this stipulation, it is possible to roll over 
an oath regarding karka.

       Izhak Ben-Zvi Institute         
    
 
Izhak Ben-Zvi Institute, named 
for Israel’s second President, is a 
governmental institution that deals 
with research and study of the history 
of Israel and Jerusalem, as well as 
the heritage of Israeli communities 
of Middle Eastern origins. The 
Institute is located in the Rechavia 
neighborhood of Jerusalem, and 
includes several buildings: Institute 
administrators work in the former 
home of President Izhak Ben-Zvi; 
the Research Institutes, Library, and 
Publishing House that publishes 
books on the history of the Jewish 
people and its land. There is a 
“Grand Shack” in the courtyard of 
the Institute, in which President Izhak 
Ben-Zvi and his wife Rachel lived; 
the shack that was restored in 2011. 
Next to it is the “Little Shack,” used 
as a lecture hall. “Pioneer House” on 
the compound, operates as a public 
library and a school for Jerusalem 
studies, named for Chaim Kovarski.

Izhak Ben-Zvi Memorial-- Jerusalem (Wikipedia/Faruk)

Ben-Zvi Institute
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      Daf 101:  ָיְּך ְלָנְכִרי ׁ ָרֵאל ַהַשּ ֶאֶרץ ִיְשׂ ֶדה ְבּ   – ָשׂ
                        When A Non-Jew Owns A Field in Eretz Yisrael

According to Torah law, one must separate trumot u’ma’asrot, priestly 
emoluments and tithes, only from produce grown in Eretz Yisrael;  produce 
from outside of Eretz Yisrael is exempt. Chazal established that trumot and 
ma’asrot must also be separated from produce grown in places close to Eretz 
Yisrael. What is the law regarding produce grown by a non-Jew on a field 
in Eretz Yisrael from which a Jew wishes to eat? Is the Jew responsible 
to take out trumot and ma’asrot first? On this daf, Amoraim dispute whether 
a field in Eretz Yisrael, owned by a non-Jew carries the obligation of trumot 
and ma’asrot. Some Amoraim say: “Acquisition of a field in Eretz Yisrael 
by a non-Jew removes the obligation of ma’aser.” Other Amoraim say: 
“The acquisition of a field in Eretz Yisrael by a non-Jew does not remove the 
obligation of ma’aser.”
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      Izhak Ben-Zvi 
        (1884-1963 (5645-5723)

Izhak Ben-Zvi, z”l, was the 2nd 
President of the State of Israel, a 
historian and one of the founding 
leaders of Israel’s Labor Party. Ben-
Zvi was born in the Ukraine. He was 
an active Zionist and established 
the “Poalei Zion,” Workers of Zion, 
movement. In 1907 (5667), he made 
aliyah. 

Ben-Zvi was one of the founders of 
the “Shomer,” watchmen, organization 
and eventually became one of the 
signers of Israel’s Declaration of 
Independence. After the establishment 
of the State of Israel, Ben-Zvi was 
elected to the Knesset, representing 
the Mapai, socialist Labor party. 
He also served as a member of the 
Interior Committee in Israel’s First 
Knesset. In the Second Knesset, he 
remained a member of the Interior 
Committee, and joined the Knesset 
House Committee. Among his roles 
in public service, Ben-Zvi headed the 
National Jewish Council, a governing 
body for the state-in-the-making, and 
served as a member of Jerusalem’s 
Community Council. 

As a researcher, he studied the 
history of the Jewish people and the 
land of Israel. Ben-Zvi focused on 
examining different communities in 
Israel, particularly the Eidot HaMizrach,  
Jews of Middle East origin. 

Izhak Ben-Zvi was elected President 
of the State of Israel in the years 1952 
(5712), 1957 (5717), 
and 1962 (5722). 
He was the only 
Israeli President 
to be elected to serve
three terms.

  Daf 102: כּור ַבִית ָשׂ   – ?ִמי ָצִריְך ְלַהְתִקין ְמזּוָזה ְבּ
                    Who Must Affix a Mezuzah in a Rented House?

The Torah commands us to affix mezuzot 
on the doorposts of our homes. What is the 
law regarding a rented apartment? Who is 
obligated to affix mezuzot in this house? Is 
the landlord responsible, since the house 
belongs to him, or the renter, because s/he 
live in the house? According to the Talmud, the 
obligation is on the renter. The Talmud adds 

that upon the conclusion of their rental period, the renter must be careful not 
to take down the mezuzah. Such an action would be dangerous. The landlord 
must compensate the renter for leaving the mezuzah in place. The Ritb”a 
explains that the mezuzah brings sanctity to the home, as the shechina, Holy 
Spirit, dwells in the house, and it is forbidden to remove it. One who removes a 
mezuzah, in effect, has cast away the shechina.

Ben-Zvi

Who's Who?
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

     Daf 103:  ר ֶאְלַעאי י ְיהּוָדה ַבּ א ַרִבּ ָנּ  – ַהַתּ
                        The Tanna Rabbi Yehudah Bar Ilai

Rabbi Yehudah Bar Ilai was a pauper. 
He was so poor that in Masechet 
Nedarim the Talmud tells a story of a 
certain period when he and his wife 
only had one coat to share. When 
she went out to the market she 
would wrap herself in the coat and 

he would remain at home, and when he went out with the coat, she 
would sit at home. Not only was Rabbi Yehudah poor, but almost all 
of his generation in Eretz Yisrael were paupers. Chazal relay the story of 
Rabbi Yehudah’s students being so very poor that six of them would cover 
themselves with one tallit as they studied Torah. When Torah is studied 
while in distress and in poverty, that learning is of invaluable importance 
to God. The Talmud teaches that King Solomon foresaw the generation 
of Rabbi Yehuah Bar Ilai with Ruach haKodesh, Holy Spirit. In Mishlei, the 
Book of Proverbs, King Solomon praised and glorified that generation for 
its devotion to Torah study in spite of its poverty. They were even more 
praiseworthy than the generation of Moshe Rabbeinu and Yehoshua Bin 
Nun, who surely did occupy themselves with Torah, but were not poor. 
Chazal testify about Rabbi Yehudah Bar Ilai that after he finished preparing 
for Shabbat, he resembled an angel in the service of HaShem.

After the goblet was found in Binyamin’s sack, 
Yehudah said to Yosef: “What can we tell 
my lord? What can we say? And how can 
we justify ourselves? God has found the 
transgression of your servants; we are slaves 
to my lord.” If that is the case, why then did 
Yehudah approach Yosef afterward and speak 
harshly with him? Yehudah himself agreed that 
all the brothers would become slaves because 
of the theft of the goblet!

The commentator, Rabbi Moshe Alshich zt”l, 
known as “The Holy Alshich” (who lived in 
Tzfat in the 16th century and was the Rav of 
Rabbi Yosef Karo, author of the Shulchan 
Arukh) answers that at first, Yehudah thought 
the punishment was a midah keneged 
middah, measure-for-a-measure, for the 
transgression of selling Yosef. Accordingly, 
Yehudah conceded, “God has found the 
transgression of your servants.” However, 
when Yehudah saw that Yosef freed all of the 
other brothers and specifically took Binyamin to 
be a slave — Binyamin, who had no part of the 
sale incident, and he was not responsible for 
any crime — then Yehudah understood that 
Yosef’s actions were not a middah keneged 
middah, but rather simply libel. At that point, 
Yehudah began speaking harshly against Yosef.

1. Who is responsible for affixing a mezuzah in a rented 
    house, the landlord or the renter?

2. What is the meaning of the expression: 
    “mei’ta me’chamat melacha”?

3. Give an example of a case of “mei’ta me’chamat melacha”?

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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