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Explanation
Rabbi Shimon Ben Halafta encountered 
two lions that growled at him. He recited 
the pasuk: “The young lions roar at the 
prey and beg God for their food.” (Tehillim 
104:21). A miracle happened on his 
behalf and two animal limbs descended 
from Heaven. The lions ate one and left 
the second one behind for him.

... B’orcha ......... On the way

... Ariyuta ........... Lions

... Nachitu ......... Went down

... Atamta ........... Thighs

... Shavku’ha  ..... Left/abandoned her

באורחא
אריותא

נחיתו
אטמתא
שבקוה

Translation

Daf 57: ֶכם י ְשׁ ל ַאְנֵשׁ ם ֶשׁ  —  עֹוְנָשׁ
               Punishment of the People of the City of Shechem

Halacha (Jewish law) stipulates that B’nai Noach who violate any of the seven Noahide 
Laws are to be punished by death. In this manner, the law is more stringent for B’nai Noach 
than for Jews, in that a Jew is not executed for violating most of these of seven mitzvot. For 
example, a Jew who stole an item is obligated to return that item, but is not put to death. On 
this daf, we learn that there were Amoraim who maintained that B’nai Noach are to receive 
the death penalty over violation of some, but not all, of their seven mitzvot.

In Hilchot Melachim, Rambam offers his opinion on the rectitude of what Shimon and 
Levi, sons of Yaakov Avinu, did when they killed the residents of the city of Shechem. 
The brothers contended that residents of Shechem were deserving of death according 
to the law.  For kidnapping of Dinah, Yaakov’s daughter, Shechem himself violated the 
issur of gezel (theft) and was deserving of death. All those who dwelled in Shechem 
who saw the kidnapping and did not bring the kidnapper before a Beit Din (court), 
violated the mitzvah of “Dinim” (establishing and maintaining courts), and therefore 
they, too, were all deserving of, and justly put to, death.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת סנהדרין, דף נ“ט: 

הוה  חלפתא  בן  שמעון  דרבי  הא  “כי 
אריותא  הנך  בו  פגעו  באורחא,  קאזיל 
דהוו קא נהמי לאפיה, אמר: ‘ַהְכִפיִרים 
תרתי  ליה  נחיתו  ַלָטֶרף’.  ׁשֲאִֹגים 
אטמתא, חדא אכלוה וחדה שבקוה”. 
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      Daf 56: ֵני נֹוַח ַבע ִמְצוֹות ְבּ The Seven Noachide Laws  – ֶשׁ

Sheva Mitzvot B’nai Noach, seven commandments were given to the children of Noah — 
i.e., humanity — in contrast the Jewish people, were commanded to observe 613 mitzvot. 
A mnemonic device was devised to remember these seven mitzvot, using the aleph-bet:

.Ayvar min ha’Chai: Ban on eating a limb of a live animal א .1
   ”.Birkat HaShem: Ban on cursing God. (The term literally means “bless God ב .2
        Tradition teaches that we use euphemistic language out of respect for God.)
.Gezel: Ban on theft ג .3
.Dinim: There is a positive obligation to establish and maintain courts and a legal system ד .4

     The next three Noahide laws are considered so severe that B’nai Yisrael were 
commanded not to violate these rules under any circumstance — “ye’ha’reg u’val 
ya’a’vor” (one should submit to being killed rather than transgress):

5. Avodah Zarah: Ban on idolatry   
6. Gilui Arayot: Ban on illicit relations.
7. Shefichut Damim: Ban on murder.

According to Rambam, the mitzvah of dinim (laws), to establish courts — which is 
the only positive action mitzvah of the Sheva Mitzvot B’nai Noach, in contrast to the 
other six mitzvot, which are all prohibitions — was meant to judge those who violate 
the Sheva Mitzvot B’nai Noach.

Six of these mitzvot were transmitted in a prophecy to Adam, 
the first man. The issur ayver min ha’chai was revealed to Noach. 
Before that time, humans were not permitted to eat any meat 
whatsoever, even animals that had been properly slaughtered. 
On this daf, the Talmud identifies Biblcial passages where it is 
implied that B’nai Noach thusly were commanded.
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Daf 58:  ָרֵאל ל ָאָדם ִמִיְּשׂ בֹודֹו ֶשׁ  – ְכּ
                 The Honor of an Israelite Person

The hitting of an Israelite person is a serious act. Rabbi Hanina said: A gentile 
who strikes a Jew earns punishment of mitah b’yedai shamayim (death at 
God’s hands). Rabbi Hanina learned this lesson from the story in the Torah 
about the Egyptian whom Moshe Rabbeinu killed by his calling out the 
Tetragrammaton, the sacred name of God, upon seeing the Egyptian hitting 
one of his Jewish brethren.

Rabbi Hanina also said that whoever slaps the cheek of an Israelite, it is as though 
he slapped the Shechina (Divine Spirit), because people were created in the image 
of God. Therefore, such an act is regarded as though one had, Heaven forbid, 
assaulted God Himself.

In the Talmud, we also learn a famous 
Amoraic teaching from Reish Lakish: Any 
individual who raises a hand to hit his/
her fellow, even if s/he does not follow 
through and actually hit him/her, is 
considered rasha (evil).

Daf 59: ת ָבּ ִמיַרת ַשׁ  – ִליּמּוד ּתֹוָרה ּוְשׁ
               Gentiles: Torah Study and Keeping Shabbat

Gentiles are forbidden to observe the Sabbath in the meticulous manner mandated 
by halakhah, because the Sabbath is a Divine gift given exclusively to Israel. By 
means of the Sabbath, a Jew connects to his/her God, as is written in the Torah: 
“And the Israelites shall observe the Sabbath, it is an eternal sign between Me 
[God] and the Children of Israel.” For similar reasons, gentiles are forbidden to 
study Torah in its broader sense, as Torah was given exclusively to Israel.  

However, gentiles are permitted and are encouraged to study those sections of 
Torah that are applicable to them, notably the seven Noahide Laws. The ban on 
gentiles studying those sections of Torah applicable only to Israelites was not 
counted as a distinct one of the Noahide Laws because it comes under the rubric of 
gezel, theft. It should be noted, however, that gentiles are permitted to study Torah 
for the sake of converting to Judaism. Moreover, there are those commentators 
who distinguish between the Written Torah, which they permit gentiles to study, 
and the Oral Torah, which remains the exclusive intellectual property of Jews.

 

תש״י/1950
Operation Ezra & Nehemiah

Operation Ezra and Nehemiah 
was designed to bring the Jewish 
community of Iraq to Israel, as 
part of the series of missions 
carried out to ingather Jews from 
various diaspora communities 
in the 1950s. The operation was 
named after Ezra and Nehemiah, 
the leaders who led the return to 
Zion from Bavel (Babylonia) at the 
beginning of the Second Temple 
period. It is also sometimes referred 
to as “Mivtza Bavel” (Operation 
Babylonia) or “Mivtza Ali Baba.” 

The operation began in April 
1950, after the Iraqi government 
agreed to permit Jews to leave 
Iraqi territories. This mission was 
carried out using planes from the “Near 
East” company, who flew from Iraq to 
Cyprus. With time, the number of flights 
increased, an air train was created between 
Bagdad and Lod airport. The Operation 
continued until 1952. In total, more than 
120,000 olim (new immigrants) arrived in 
Israel as a result of this mission. Only a few 
thousand Jews remained in Iraq.

Olim from 
Iraq land at 
Lod airport. 

9.11.1950. 
(Israel 

National 
Photo 

Archive) 
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Daf 61: לּוי ם ָתּ IXAn Undetermined Guilt-Offering – ָאָשׁ

There are a number of aveirot (transgressions) mentioned in the Torah that are considered 
especially severe. An individual who violates one of these prohibitions accidentally or 
unintentionally, is required to offer a korban chatat (sin offering). The Mishnah at the 
beginning of Masechet Kritot lists 36 such aveirot.

What is a person to do if s/he is unsure whether or not s/he sinned? If a person violates 
Shabbat unintentionally, that individual is required to offer a korban chatat. However, what 
would be the ruling regarding someone who did a melacha (one of the 39 types of work 
forbidden on Shabbat) precisely as Shabbat was ending — at the time when it is unclear 
whether it is day or night, and it is unknown whether Shabbat has already ended? Such an 
individual is not obligated to offer a korban chatat, because one only offers that korban 
when it is certain a transgression was committed. However, the Torah stipulates that a 
person who is unsure whether or not s/he is guilty of committing a sin is obligated to offer 
an “asham talui” (an undetermined or ‘hanging’ guilt-offering — ‘hanging’ insofar as there 
remains a sense of doubt.) This korban is offered for a 
transgression that has not been confirmed. Bringing 
this korban prevents the person who transgresses 
from being punished over his/her sin.

One of the halachot of asham talui requires the korban 
to be purchased with at least 2 silver selaim (about 
1.5 ounces). In contrast, the Torah does not stipulate 
a minimum price for the korban chatat. The Rishonim 
explain the reason the Torah set a required minimum price for the asham talui is because 
the offender might not be contrite and s/he might say to him/herself: “It is possible I did not 
do anything wrong at all.” Accordingly, that person requires a more substantial atonement.

      Daf 60: ָרא ן ֵגּ ל ֵאהוּד ֶבּ The Sword of Ehud Ben Gera – ַחְרּבֹו ֶשׁ

Prior to the period of the kings, the leaders of Israel were known as 
shoftim (judges). The Book of Shoftim tells the story of Ehud ben 
Gera. Ehud wanted to kill Eglon, King of Moav, after Eglon had ruled 
over Am Yisrael for 18 difficult years and caused them great hardship.

Ehud Ben Gera used a ruse in order to kill the Moabite king. People 
customarily tied their swords to their thigh, on the left side of the body, 
making it easier to draw with the right hand — and while drawing, to 
move directly to attack. Otherwise, it would be impossible to surprise 
your opponent. However, Ehud was left-handed. Therefore, he tied his 

sword to his right leg. When Ehud went to visit the King Eglon, the king’s guards checked his left 
leg, as that was where swords were generally worn — and they discovered nothing.

When he was alone with the king, Ehud said: “I have a message for you from God.” The king 
stood up and Ehud pulled out his sword and thrust it into the evil king’s corpulent belly. The 
Talmud records this incident to teach an important lesson: As soon as Ehud mentioned the  
name of God, the King of Moav stood to honor Him. How much more so, then, must we stand 
when HaShem’s name is mentioned. [This halacha relates to hearing God’s sacred name — 
the Tetragrammaton —uttered as it is written, and not as we are accustomed to saying it].
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Have you ever bitten into a beautiful fruit 
only to realize it is far from being the ripe 
and delicious food you imagined it would 
be? That is exactly what happened when 
Avi Schwartzer tasted a clementine from 
his own backyard (unlike in many parts of 
North America, in Israel, beautiful citrus 
trees grow in backyards).

After doing some research, 
Schwartzer discovered that there were 
different scientific instruments that assist 
in determining the ripeness of produce 
but not an integrated device that give the 
entire picture. He therefore came up with 
the idea for the AclaroMeter. 

“Know Your Fruit” is AclarTech’s 
motto and the main users of the meter 
are farmers, wholesalers and retailers. 
Big Israeli companies, such as Carmel 
Wines, use the AclaroMeters.

Thank you Israeli developers for 
giving us tools to make each bite we 
take sweeter!

AclarTech testing tomatoes.
Photo Source: AclarTech.com
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 62: ת ָבּ ַשׁ ק" ְבּ ”Involved on Shabbat“ – ״ִמְתַעֵסּ
   

A person who performed an action without 
any prior intention of doing so, is not 
considered a “shogeg” (one who transgresses 
unintentionally) and is therefore exempt from 
offering a korban chatat (guilt offering). 

A person sits in his yard with two watermelons 
in front of him on the ground — one of the 
watermelons is still attached to the vine; 
while the second one was detached before 
Shabbat and left sitting in the yard. Later 
on, that individual had a craving to eat 
watermelon to honor Shabbat. After lifting the 

watermelon he was certain was already detached, he became anxious 
when he discovered that the watermelon he chose was still connected 
to the vine — and that apparently, he violated the issur (prohibition) of 
“kotzer” (harvesting), as detaching a plant from the ground is a melacha 
forbidden on Shabbat.

However, the Talmud teaches us that this is not the case, and that this person 
is not obligated to bring a korban chatat, since he had no intention of detaching 
the watermelon from the ground, rather, he planned to lift the watermelon that 
was already disconnected for the vine. The Gemara calls this action “mitasek” 
(one who is involved [in an action, with no prior intention to do so]).

Parashat Nitzavim opens with the following words: 
“You are all standing here this day before HaShem, 
your God, the leaders of your tribes, your elders and 
your officers, every man of Israel.” However, in later 
p’sukim the Torah continues: “for with those standing 
here with us today before HaShem, our God, and 
[also] with those who are not here with us, this day.” 

Chazal ask — If the parasha starts out stating 
that everyone was there — “You are all standing 
here this day,” why do the p’sukim later on talk about 
those who were not present — “and [also] with those 
who are not here with us, this day?” The mefarshim 
(commentators) answer that on this occasion, 
EVERYONE was present, without exception, and 
that the meaning of the pasuk — “those who are not 
here with us, this day” refers to future generations. 

Rashi states: “and even with generations to come,” 
means that this Brit (covenant) between Am Yisrael 
and HaShem’s Torah does not only obligate those who 
were physically present during the revelation at Har 
Sinai. Rather, this Brit is binding upon all generations to 
come — even though they were not physically at Har 
Sinai and did not commit to the covenant themselves. 
Although the coming generations were not physically 
present, the neshamot (souls) of every Jew throughout 
the generations were at Har Sinai, and the force of that 
fact obligates them all in the Brit. 

Sforno writes: “And they are the generations to 
come, and therefore, it is necessary to let them know 
that the gift of the Land and its resources were given to 
you on the condition that you uphold the Brit, and based 
on that same condition, they will ‘inherit from you’.”

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet
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1. What are the Sheva Mitzvot B’nai Noach?
2. From what source do we learn one must stand when 

HaShem’s sacred name is mentioned?
3. What is “Asham Talui?”

חוכמת החכמים
     

ֶבן ַבג ַבג אֹוֵמר:    
ֲהֹפְך ָבּה ַוֲהֹפְך ָבּה, ְדֹכָלא ָבּה )ה:כב(.   

ִמּלֹון  
Turn over (search( – ֲהֹפְך

In it – ָבּה
 That everything –)ְדֹכָלא )ֶׁשַהֹכל

Learn – ִלְלמֹוד
  Again and again – ׁשּוב ָוׁשּוב

ֶהְסֵבר: ֵיׁש ִלְלמֹוד ֶאת ַהּתֹוָרה ׁשּוב ָוׁשּוב, ְבאֹוַפִנים ׁשֹוִנים, 
ִכי ַבּתֹוָרה ִניַּתן ִלְמצֹא ִדְבֵרי ָחְכָמה ְבֹכל ְקִריָאה. 

Possible way – אֹוַפִנים ׁשֹוִנים
It is possible – ִניַּתן

Find – ִלְמצֹא
Words of Wisdom – ִדְבֵרי ָחְכָמה

In every reading – ְבֹכל ְקִריָאה


