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Translation

Explanation
Chachamim said the issur against eating 
the gid ha’na’she only applied to B’nai 
Yisrael after the revelation at Mount Sinai. 
However, the issur is mentioned in the 
account of Ya’akov’s struggle with the 
angel, to explain why the gid ha’na’she 
was in fact prohibited.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת חולין, דף ק”א:
 “תניא, אמרו לו לרבי יהודה: 

וכי נאמר על כן לא יאכלו בני יעקב? 
והלא לא נאמר אלא בני ישראל, 
ולא נקראו בני ישראל עד סיני! 
אלא בסיני נאמר, אלא שנכתב 

במקומו לידע מאיזה טעם נאסר להם”
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        Daf 96: ה ֶשׁ יד ַהָנּ Removal of the Sciatic Nerve  – ִנּקּור ִגּ

The Talmud recounts a story from which we will learn about the concerns of Amoraim 
regarding issurim (prohibitions).

Once, a man named Bar Peyoli stood before Shmuel and removed the gid ha’na’she 
(sciatic nerve) from the leg of an animal because the gid ha’na’she is assur (prohibited) 
to be eaten. Bar Peyoli proceeded to cut out the gid ha’na’she, in accordance with the 
opinion of Rabbi Yehudah. Shmuel cautioned him: “Continue to cut further down, [in 
order to remove the entire nerve], so that you do not cause me to eat forbidden meat 
and thereby transgress.” Bar Peyoli was alarmed by Shmuel’s words questioning his 
competency. So much so that, out of a powerful sense of fear, the knife fell from Bar 
Peyoli’s hand.

Shmuel said: “Do not be afraid! I do not think you are ignorant or ill-intentioned. You 
acted in accordance with the opinion of Rabbi Yehudah, just as you were taught. 
However, I hold according to the opinion of Rabbi Meir. Therefore, I had to instruct 
you to remove the entire gid ha’na’she.”

… Tanya … It was taught [in a braita, i.e., a 
tannaitic source not included in the Mishnah.]
… Ta’am … The reason
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       Daf 97: ה ֶשׁ יד ַהָנּ Salting of the Sciatic Nerve – ְמִליַחת ִגּ

Shechita was performed on an animal in Bavel (Babylonia). In order to draw out 
the blood from the animal, the person performing the shechita salted the animal’s 
yereechayim (thighs) together with its gid ha’na’she (sciatic nerve), as the gid 
ha’na’she had not been removed first. According to the Talmud, although eating the 
gid ha’na’she remained prohibited, it was permissible to eat the meat from those 
yereechayim. Why?  Because a salted item is considered as if it were roasted, and 
roasted food is not subject to the same rules as cooked food. When food is cooked, 
the taste of the prohibited item spreads throughout the rest of the food. However, 
roasting and salting food does not yield the same result.

      Daf 98: ים ׁ ִשּ ִשׁ ּטּול ְבּ Bitul B’Sheeshim – ִבּ

When a prohibited food item is cooked together 
with a permitted food item, it renders all the 
foods in the pot prohibited — because the taste 
of the prohibited food spreads and is absorbed 
into the permitted food. Only if the amount of the 
permitted food is sixty times the volume of the 
prohibited food, does entire quantity of food not 
become assur (prohibited). Halacha considers 

prohibited food that constitutes less than one sixtieth of the total mixture to be 
insignificant (i.e., batel b’sheeshim).

Rabbi Nachman taught another halacha: Despite its closed outer shell, if a non-
kosher egg is cooked together with other foods it causes those other foods to be 
prohibited as well.



   
 Who’s Who? 

Shimon Agranat 
(1906-1992)

The first female judge in Jewish history was 
Devorah from the book of Judges. She is 

known for defeating Yavin, King of Chatzor, 
and General Sisera. The Israelite army was 
led by Barak ben Avinoam. The Jews were 
ahead of their times, as it was then atypical 

for a woman to have this kind of leading role.
One of the most influential judges in 

modern Israel was Shimon Agranant. 
Born in Louisville, Kentucky and raised 
in Chicago, Agranat received his law 
degree from the prestigious University 
of Chicago and made Aliyah in 1930 and 
only two years later received certification 
to practice law in Eretz Yisrael. In 1948, 
Agranat became President of the Haifa 
District Court and later that same year, 
he made history by becoming one of the 
youngest Supreme Court justices in the 
world (he was 42).

Agranat served as the third President of 
the Israeli Supreme Court from 1965 until 
his retirement in 1976. Following the Yom 
Kippur War, he headed what was called the 
“Agranat Commission”, which investigated 
the failures of the Yom Kippur War, a war 
that claimed 2,656 Israeli lives.

Agranat was awarded the state’s 
highest cultural honor, the “Israel Prize” 
for his contribution to Israeli law. The 
square in the main entrance of the 
Supreme Court building is named after 
Shimon Agranat, to honor the memory of 
this influential American-born figure.

Supreme Court Chief Justice Shimon Agranat,
Photo Source: Israel Government Archive2
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Daf 100: ?ה ֶשׁ יד ַהָנּ  In What Cases Does – ָמַתי נֹוֵהג ִאּסּור ִגּ
                 The Prohibition of Gid Ha’na’she Apply? 

The Mishnah raises a machlokhet (debate) between Tanaaim regarding the 
prohibition against eating the gid ha’na’she. 

The Chachamim said: The issur of gid ha’na’she is only applied in cases of a 
behaymah tehorah (kosher species of animal) and does not apply to cases 
involving a behaymah t’may’ah (non-kosher species of animal).

Rabbi Yehudah challenged the Chachamim, saying: The ban on eating the 
sciatic nerve was first promulgated in the days of the forefathers, after Yaakov’s 
encounter with the angel who injured his hip (Genesis 32:33).  At that time, before 
the giving of the Torah, non-kosher species of animals were permitted.  As such, 
the ban on gid ha’na’she must have also applied to behaymah t’may’ah. 

The Chachamim replied to Rabbi Yehudah: The issur of gid ha’na’she was actually 
first stated at Har Sinai. But when Moshe Rabbeinu wrote down the Torah, he 
placed the issur of gid ha’na’she following the description of the struggle between 
the angel and Ya’akov.  Why?  So as to teach us the historical basis for why the 
sciatic nerve is prohibited and to inform us of how HaShem gave Ya’akov Avinu 
the strength to stand up to the angel.

Daf 99: ה ֶשׁ  – ַטַעם ִמְצַות ִגיד ַהָנּ
               The Reason for The Mitzvah of Gid Ha’na’she

One who eats a “Kezayit” (measurement the size 
of an olive’s bulk) of prohibited food is liable 
for the punishment of malkot (lashes). For 
which prohibited food item was it necessary 
to provide a chiddush (novel interpretation), in 

order to mandate malkot for a person who eats 
that food? Answer: Gid Ha’na’she (sciatic nerve).

Since the gid ha’na’she has no taste, at first glance, it would seem 
that one who eats it would not be liable for malkot, because the 
punishment of malkot is not imposed for eating something that is 

not normally eaten. The gid ha’na’she has no flavor and is undoubtedly 
not generally eaten. Nevertheless, the Torah established that one who eats the 
gid ha’na’she is subject to malkot.

Sciatic 
Nerve
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On The Map of Israel
The Supreme Court

of Israel
The Supreme Court (Beit HaMishpat 
HaElyon) was established in 1948 and 
is located in Jerusalem’s government 
compound near the Knesset. The 
current building opened in 1992 and 
was donated by Dorothy de Rothschild 
of the Rothschild Foundation. In doing 
this, she was fulfilling the desire of 
her late husband, Lord James de 
Rothschild, the son of Israel’s greatest 
benefactor, to build two important 
buildings for the country - the Knesset 
and the Supreme Court.

The Supreme Court serves two 
roles: one, as an appellate court that 
has the jurisdiction to review, amend, 
and overrule decisions made in all 
the other courts in Israel and two, 
as the High Court of Justice (Beit 
Mishpat Gavo‘ah LeTzedek), where 
it rules mostly on matters related 
to the legality of decisions made by 
Israeli authorities.

The court consists of 15 judges 
who are appointed by the President of 
Israel (currently, Reuven Rivlin). Judges 
remain in their position until the age of 
70, unless they resign or are removed 
from office. Each year, approximately 
10,000 proceedings are initiated in the 
Supreme Court.
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View of the Supreme Court Building, with the Knesset building 
visible in the background.

 Daf 102: ַזִּית עוּר ַכּ ִשׁ  – ֲאִכיַלת ַמֲאָכל ָאסוּר ְבּ
                  Eating Prohibited Food in the Amount of a KeZayit

A person who eats a prohibited food is not liable for malkot (lashes) unless a 
ke’zayit (the bulk of an olive amount) of that food was eaten. If a part of a very thin 
prohibited bird was eaten, and there isn’t a ke’zayit amount of meat on the entire 
bird — but, including the bird’s bones and tendons there is a ke’zayit amount, that 
individual would be subject to malkot.

Daf 101: ּפּוִרים ְלכּות ַעל יֹום ַהִכּ ֵזַרת ַהַמּ  – ְגּ
                  Decree of The Crown Regarding Yom Kippur

During the time of the Talmud, is was decreed that the Jews in Bavel (Babylonia) 
were prohibited to observe Yom Kippur. Since anyone who violated this decree 
would be sentenced to death, the Jews in Bavel did not observe Yom Kippur that 
year.  Their course of action was in keeping with overarching halachic principle 
that Pikuach Nefesh (saving a life) supersedes and overrides every Torah law 
except for three of the most severe aveirot (transgressions).

The Chachamim of Eretz Yisrael wrote to the Jews of Bavel and told them to 
observe Yom Kippur on the Shabbat closest to the actual date of Yom Kippur. 
While it was impossible to move Yom Kippur to a different day, nevertheless, 
Chachamei Eretz Yisrael instituted this ruling so that the Day of Atonement 
not be forgotten in the event the evil decree remained in place for several 
more years.

Why precisely did the Chachamim choose 
Shabbat? Because on Shabbat the Jews refrained 
from work, in any case. So, the rulers of Bavel would 
not notice that on one particular Shabbat the 
Jews were also observing the laws 
of Yom Kippur.
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Dvar Torah
PARASHAT PEKUDEI

Parashat Pekudei concludes the 
extensive discussion about the 
construction of the Mishkan, a subject 
which occupies nearly half of Sefer 
Shemot (Book of Exodus). Over 
the course of hundreds of p’sukim 
(verses), the Torah describes all of the 
preparation, construction, and service 
in the Mishkan HaEidut (Tabernacle of 
Testimony). In contrast, if we look back 
to the beginning of Sefer Breisheet 
(Book of Genesis), we see that the 
Torah spends only two chapters – a few 
dozen verses - describing God’s act of 
creating and building the world.

Why did the Torah devote such great 
length and detail to the description of 
the building of the Mishkan, and keep 
its description of the construction and 
creation of the world so concise? The 
fact that the Almighty is omnipotent, and 
therefore able to create a world, did not 
need to be described at length, since it 
is a logical matter that is obvious.

However, the fact that we human 
beings are capable of building a house for 
God, in which His Presence would dwell, 
was necessary to describe in extensive 
detail.  People need to understand the 
importance of a there being a place 
where God could “dwell among them.”

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. How much food does a person need to eat in order to be liable for malkot?
2. What is the Torah source for the issur of gid ha’na’she?
3. What did the Chachamim tell the Jews of Bavel to do so that they
    would not forget Yom Kippur?
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ת ְפקּוֵדי ָרַשׁ ָפּ

1)  The woman is Devorah. She is a judge; 2) The era of the Shoftim; 3) Barak Ben Avinoam; 4) This is 
the glass of milk that they poured for Sisera to drink; 5) Sisera.

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 

1. Who is the woman under the tree and what was her role?
2. During which biblical period did she live?
3. Who is the warrior holding the sword and the shield in the illustration?
4. How does the glass of milk connect to the illustration?
5. Who is the rider in the carriage in the stream?
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בס"ד

COMPLETE MASECHET MEGILLAH
IN HONOR OF PURIM WITH
TALMUD ISRAELI

TALMUD ISRAELI- DAF YOMI FOR US MASECHET MEGILLAH PRE-PURIM LEARNING • DAF 29

ֶנֶסת  — ָמקֹום ָקדֹוׁש ית ַהְכּ ֵבּ
DAF 29: THE SPECIAL HONOR AND SANCTITY OF THE SYNAGOGUE

A Beit Knesset (Synagogue) is a very holy place. The Gemara tells a story about the father of the Amora Shmuel, who 
once sat with a chacham named Levi in the Beit Knesset in Nehardea. These two righteous men felt a daunting sense of 
holiness in that place. They sat together until out of sheer alarm and dread, they got up and quickly left the Beit HaKnesset.

The Gemara adds that the most fitting place 
to learn Torah is in a Beit Knesset. The Amora 
Abaye said he was initially accustomed to 
learning Torah in his home and would go to 
the Beit Knesset just to pray. However, later 
on, he learned from the words of King David 
that it was more fitting to study in the Beit 
Knesset. Rabbi Yosef Karo, author of the 
Shulchan Arukh (16th century code of Jewish 
law), wrote that whoever studies Torah in a Beit 
Knesset is guaranteed that their learning will 
not be easily forgotten (Yoreh Deah 246:22).

In addition, the Gemara states that due to the 
holiness of a synagogue, a person may not 
turn it into a kappendarya (shortcut). Instead of 
cutting across a synagogue to shorten one’s 
journey, one must walk around the building.

ֵני ָהִעיר פרק ד: ְבּ
CHAPTER 4: RESIDENTS OF A TOWN

מסכת מגילה
MASECHET MEGILLAH
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ּיֹות ְרִשׁ ע ַפּ ַאְרַבּ
DAF 30: FOUR SPECIAL TORAH PORTIONS

There are four annual Shabbatot on which special Torah portions are read, following the Parashat Hashavua.
Parashat Shekalim: On the Shabbat of or immediately preceding Rosh Chodesh Adar, the parasha 
about the mitzvah of the half-shekel is read. Every Jew was required to contribute one half-shekel to the 
Beit HaMikdash each year. Those funds were used to acquire korbanot (offerings). Since it was required 
to make the half-shekel contribution by Rosh Chodesh Nisan, it was decreed that “Parashat Shekalim” 
be read a month beforehand, as a reminder to fulfill the mitzvah.

Parashat Zachor: On the Shabbat before Purim, the parasha that begins with the words: “Zachor et 
asher asah lecha Amalek” (Remember what Amalek did to you) is read about blotting out the memory of 
Amalek. This parasha is read before Purim, because the evil Haman was from the offspring of Amalek.

Parashat Parah: On the Shabbat before Shabbat HaChodesh [i.e., the last or second to last Shabbat in the 
month of Adar], a parasha is read about the purifying waters made from the ashes of the parah adumah (red 
heifer). This parasha was read in order to remind those who are t’mai’im (ritually unclean) to purify themselves 
before the time to sacrifice the korban Pesach (Paschal Offering). “Mishnah Berurah” wrote that even when 
the Beit HaMikdash does not exist Parashat Parah Adumah is still read, in order to pray that God redeem us.

Parashat HaChodesh: On the Shabbat of or immediately preceding Rosh Chodesh Nisan the parasha 
concerning the Korban Pesach is read.  It begins with the words: “HaChodesh ha’zeh lachem” (This 
month will be to you … [the first of the months of the year]).

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
1. Where is the best place to learn Torah? Who do we learn that from?

2. Why do we reach Parashat Shekalim on the Shabbat around Rosh Hodesh Adar?

PLEASE E-MAIL ANSWERS TO: purim@talmudisraeli.co.il

A TALMUD ISRAELI Siyyum Certificate will be awarded to devoted 
learners who answer the questions each week.
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