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Translation

Explanation
The Talmud teaches that the merit of 
one tzaddik (righteous person) can 
sometimes support the entire world, 
while that same tzaddik himself is 
satisfied with very little.

From the talmud 
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מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת חולין, דף פ”ו:
 “דאמר רב יהודה אמר רב: 

בכל יום ויום בת קול יוצאת ואומרת: 
כל העולם כולו ניזון בשביל חנינא 
בני, וחנינא בני די לו בקב חרובין 

מערב שבת לערב שבת”

Daf  Yomi For  US

Weekly Kit 279

        Daf 82: א סּוְמכּוס ָנּ The Tanna Sumkhus  – ַהַתּ

The Tanna Sumkhus was a sage from Rabbi Yehudah 
HaNasi’s generation (the final Tannaitic generation c. 200 
CE). Numerous halachot taught in the name of Sumkhus 
were integrated into the Mishnah, which was edited 
by Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi. Sumkhus was the talmid 
muvhak (primary student) of Rabbi Meir. Rabbi Yochanan 
recounted that Sumkhus was able to suggest forty-eight 
different reasons to deem an item tameh (ritually impure), 
as well as forty-eight different rationales to declare an item 
tahor (ritually pure).

One of the halachot taught by Sumkhus is: 
“Mammon ha’mutal be’safek — cholkim”.  
This means, any money over which there is 
doubt to whom it belongs is divided equally 
between each of the parties who claim 
ownership.  In addition, the famous Aggadaic 
text: “Kol ha’ma’a’reech be‘echad’ — 
ma’aree’cheen lo yamav  u’sh’notav” is also 
attributed to Sumkhus. This means, those 

who extend the word ‘Echad’ in the recitation of the Shema, merit lengthening of 
his/her days and years.

בת קול
ניזון  

קב

 Bat Kol … Heavenly voice
Nizon ….... Nourished, supported
Kav …....... A measure, a very
   small amount
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       Daf 83: ּה ֵהמֹות — ֵאם ּוִבָתּ י ְבּ ֵתּ – ַהּמֹוֵכר ְשׁ
                       The Sale of Two Animals — A Mother and a Daughter

A question was raised: An individual sold two cows, a mother and a daughter. The 
seller was aware of the issur (prohibition) against performing shechita on a mother 
and her offspring on the same day. If those animals were sold to two separate 
buyers, is the seller responsible to tell the buyers to contact each other before 
performing shechita on their respective animals — to avoid a scenario where both 
mother and daughter undergo shechita on the same day?

Answer: The seller generally need not be concerned that 
the two buyers would decide to perform shechita 
on the two animals on the same day. However, 
if one buyer tells the seller that the 
intention is to perform shechita 
that day on his purchased anima, 
then the seller is responsible to 
inform the second buyer not to 
perform shechita that same day 
on the other animal.
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Israeli earthquake-resistant tables in schools in Taiwan. 
Photo Source: Israel21C.org
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Daf 86: יִקים ִדּ The Merit of the Righteous – ְזכּות ַהַצּ

Moths once infested Rabbi Hiyya’s flax. Hiyya 
consulted Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi on how to 

address the surprising and bewildering problem.

Rabbi Hiyya and his sons moved from Bavel (Babylonia) to Eretz Yisrael. Due to 
their aliyah, a series of wonders took place in the Land. Before Rabbi Hiyya and 
his sons came, there had been storms, earthquakes, hurricanes and thunder. 
The wine soured and the flax spoiled. However, once Rabbi Hiyya and his sons 
arrived in Eretz Yisrael, it seemed all those curses had ended. Given the wonders 

that came to pass because of him, it is curious 
how Rabbi Hiyya’s flax spoiled. The Talmud 
explains that the merits of tzaddikim defend 

their entire generation, but those righteous folks 
themselves do not enjoy the benefit of their own 

good deeds in this world lest that diminish 
their reward in the World to Come.

Daf 85: ם יּסּוי ַהָדּ Covering the Blood – ִכּ

The mitzvah of “Kisui Dam” requires covering the blood of a bird or animal with 
afar (earth) after shechita. If a hunter killed an animal or a bird by shooting it with 
an arrow or running it over with a car, there is no requirement to cover the blood. 
The mitzvah of covering of the blood only applies to instances where proper 
shechita was performed. 

      Daf 84: ֶרְך ֶאֶרץ Laws of Derech Eretz  – ִהְלכֹות ֶדּ

Sefer VaYikra 17:13 talks about the mitzvah of “Kisui Dam” (covering the blood): 
“And if any Israelite, or any stranger who lives among them hunts down an animal 
or a bird that may be eaten, he shall pour out its blood, and cover its blood 
with earth.” Given that the obligation to cover the blood of an animal or bird 
after shechita applies just as well to animals that were purchased and raised by 

the owner, why does the Torah specifically mention only hunted 
animals and birds? 

The Torah singles out the hunter for the purpose 
of teaching proper human conduct (Derech 

Eretz). We ought to accustom ourselves to live 
within our means and not adopt a higher standard of 
living that we can’t afford to sustain. When it comes 

to eating meat, an expensive habit, we ought to regard it as 
though we have to trap and hunt for meat each time. Since 
one would only exert that extra effort occasionally, so too 

meat should be consumed only on an occasional basis.   

Made in Israel 
EARTHQUAKE SAFE TABLE

Designed by: Arthur Brutter, 2012

The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) advises that in the event of 
an earthquake, people should take cover 
from falling material. Often tables and 
desks are used as protection. Traditional 
tables and desks might not be able are not 
able to withstand the earthquake and could 
potentially cause entrapment. 

When Arthur Brutter was studying 
industrial design at the Bezalel Academy 
of Arts and Design, he wanted to come 
up with a solution that would help in 
natural disasters. Brutter saw pictures 
of a school in Haiti that was crushed in 
an earthquake that killed about 200,000 
people. He resolved to design the 
Earthquake Safe Table. 

Brutter and his professor Ido Bruno, 
designed a table that is light enough to be 
moved around by two school-aged kids, 
and strong enough to withstand up to a 
ton of pressure! It can even function as a 
passageway in the event that a building 
collapses. In the wake of Taiwan’s 2016 
deadly earthquake, Israel donated 117 
of the tables to the country as an act of 
solidarity in memory of the 117 people 
who were killed.  The table was added 
to the Museum of Modern Art in NYC’s 
permanent collection in 2013. 

Thank you Israeli artists for designing 
innovative creations that save lives!
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BEZALEL ACADEMY
OF ARTS & DESIGN

Bezalel Academy of Arts and Design, 
Israel’s national school of art, is also 
the country’s oldest institution of higher 
education. Founded in 1906 by an artist 
Boris Schatz, the school was named 
for Bezalel ben Uri, the man appointed 
by Moshe to oversee the design of the 
Mishkan (Shmot 31:1-5). The Bezalel 
Academy is located on Mount Scopus, 
near Hebrew University in Jerusalem.

Bezalel students are known for their 
talent, creativity and ingenuity. They 
are famous for looking at a problem 
and designing a solution. Students 
from Bezalel have gained recognition 
worldwide at international forums. 

At the end of each year, the 
school welcomes the public to visit 
and view the works completed by 
the graduating class; approximately 
25,000 people visit from all over 
Israel. The exhibition includes artistic 
innovations in the world of paintings, 
jewelry, fashion, furniture and more. 
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Bezalel Academy on Mount Scopus. Photo Source: Wikipedia

 Daf 88: ָעָפר ם ְבּ יּסּוי ַהָדּ  The Mitzvah of  – ִמְצַות ִכּ
Covering the Blood with Earth

The mitzvah of “Kisui Dahm” cannot be fulfilled using rocks or wooden planks. 
This mitzvah must be performed with afar (earth). It was possible to use lime, fine 
sand, crushed stone, or sawdust found in carpentry shops.  All these substances 
can be considered afar.

If neither dirt nor any of the other above items is available, it is prohibited to 
cover the blood with dust from iron, copper, or any other metal, as those are not 
considered ‘afar’.

On this daf, an interesting halacha is recorded: If dirt is not  available for the mitzvah 
of Kisui Dam, one may grind a golden dinar coin and cover the blood with the 
powder.  Why is this permissible?  Gold is indeed metal?  The surprising 
answer is that the TaNaKh refers to gold as “afar”— “and it had dust of 
[afrot] gold” (Iyov/Job 28:6). Given that the TaNaKh calls gold afar, its 
ground up powder can be used to perform the mitzvah of Kisui Dahm.

Daf 87: ַלֲחטֹוף ִמְצָוה – ‘Hijacking’ a Mitzvah

Reuven performed shechita on a bird and prepared 
to fulfill the mitzvah of “Kisui Dahm” (covering the 
blood with earth). Suddenly, Reuven heard noise 
coming from behind him. Before he was able 
to react, another man jumped in and poured 
dirt all over the blood of the bird. Reuven felt 
tremendous regret that the opportunity to perform 
a mitzvah had been ‘hijacked’ from him.

The incident took place when Rabban Gamliel was 
the Nasi. Rabban Gamliel obligated the man who 
hijacked the mitzvah to pay ten gold coins to Reuven 
as compensation for the mitzvah he was unable 
to perform. Chazal decreed that a person who 
knowingly ‘hijacks’ the opportunity to perform 
a mitzvah from someone else is required to 
compensate that person
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Dvar Torah
PARASHAT KI TISSA

In this parasha we are told about 
the incense that was used every 
day in the Mishkan (Tabernacle). 
The smell of the incense was a 
wonderfully pleasing scent that 
would spread all over Jerusalem. 
The Gemara relates that in 
Jerusalem brides did not need 
to put on perfume, because the 
scent of the incense was so 
intense that it would reach the 
brides and perfume them as well.

Surprisingly, among the eleven 
ingredients used in the incense 
offering, there was one element 
that possessed an unpleasant 
and potent odor. That ingredient is 
called chelbanah (frankincense). 
Why was the chelbanah, with 
its bad odor, included in the 
incense? From the composition 
of the Ketoret (incense offering), 
Chazal learned that things which, 
on their own, appear to bad, can, 
when mixed with good things, 
yield positive results.  

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. What did the Tanna Sumkhus say about readers of the “Shema”?
2. In what way did the Torah seek to teach people not to live a lifestyle beyond their means?
3. Where in the TaNaKh is gold referred to as “afar”?
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א ׂ֞ י ִתָשּ ֣ ת ִכּ ָרַשׁ ָפּ

1) Bezalel Ben Uri and Aholiav ben Achisamach built the Mishkan; 2) The Mishkan; 3) The 
flag of the Tribe of Judah, which was the tribe of Bezalel; 4) The ark, the kaporet, the 
curtain, the table, the menorah, the altar, the laver, and more.

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 

1. Who are the two people in the illustration and what are they doing?
2. What is the structure facing them?
3. How does the flag on the right side of the illustration connect to the image?
4. Look at Exodus Chapters 35-36, and write down what other things were 
fashioned by these two men?
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בס"ד

ִמְנָין ֵיּׁש ְלַקֵיּם ְבּ ִמְצוֹות ֶשׁ
DAF 23: MITZVOT THAT MUST BE FULFILLED IN THE PRESENCE OF A MINYAN

There are sacred obligations that can only be fulfilled by a minyan.
“Barchu et HaShem HaMevorach”: The chazan chants: “Barchu et HaShem HaMevorach during Shacharit and Aravit, 
only when there is a minyan.

Chazarat HaShatz, Kedusha, and Kaddish: Only when there is a minyan, the tzibur first recites the Amidah quietly on 
their own, after which, the chazan repeats the Amidah prayer out loud. In addition, both the Kedusha and the Kaddish are 
only said in the presence of a minyan. Ten people also must be present in order to read Torah and the Haftarah. 

The Gemara say that when three people recite Birkat HaMazon together, it constitutes a zimmun (invitation to the communal 
recitation of the blessings) and the leader adds — “Nevarech she’achalnu mi’Shelo”, and the three respond — “Baruch 
she’achalnu mi’Shelo, u’ve’tuvo chayeenu”. When ten people recite Birkat HaMazon together, HaShem’s name is added. 
The leader invites the others to recite Birkat HaMazon by saying — “Nevarech Elokeinu she’achalnu mi’Shelo” and the 
gathered respond — “Baruch Elokeinu she’achalnu mi’Shelo, u’ve’tuvo chayeenu”.

ְקִריַאת ַהְפָטָרה ַאֲחֵרי ְקִריַאת ַהּתֹוָרה
DAF 24: READING THE HAFTARAH AFTER THE TORAH READING

After reading the Torah on Shabbat, holidays and fast days, a selection of verses from the Nevi’im (Prophets) is also read. 
The selection is called the Haftarah and is usually related to the content of its paired Torah portion or connected to the 
date on which that portion is being read. For example, on the Shabbat between Rosh HaShanah and Yom Kippur, the 
prophetic portion is a selection from Hoshea that deals with teshuva (repentance) - “Shuva Yisrael ad HaShem Elokecha” 
(Return Israel, to HaShem your God). On the Shabbat following Tisha B’Av, we read a passage from Isaiah about comfort 
and consolation in which God consoles the Jewish people after the destruction of the Beit HaMikdash — “Nachamu, 
nachamu ami, yomar Elokeichem” (Be comforted, be consoled, My people, said your God).

Why do we read the Haftarah? During the time of the Antiochus, the Greeks forbade reading the Torah in synagogues. 
Forced to comply, the Chachamim established the tradition of reading from the Navi’im instead. “Levush” (Rabbi 
Mordechai ben Avraham Yoffe – a 16th century posek and commentator), explains that the Chachamim called the 
reading “Haftarah,” since during that time, reading from the Neviim “patra” (exempted) them from the obligation to read 
Torah, as it provided a temporary replacement for the Torah. Even after the anti-Torah decree was rescinded, the practice 
of reading the Haftarah remained in place. Ideally, the Haftarah should include 21 verses, though some 
have fewer verses if the selected topic does not have that much text.  
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ָמִים?  ֵאיְך ָאָדם ִנְהֶיה ְיֵרא ָשׁ
DAF 25: HOW DOES A PERSON BECOME GOD-FEARING?

There are certain mitzvot that can only be fulfilled once each year. For example, eating matzah is a mitzvah only on Pesach. 
Other mitzvot can be fulfilled once each week, like the mitzvah of Shabbat observance. Some mitzvot can only be fulfilled 
during the day and not at night, e.g., the mitzvah of tzitzit and the mitzvah of tefillin. 

On this daf, we learn about several mitzvot that are possible to fulfill at any time, all the time, without exception. One of those 
mitzvot is “Yir’at Shamayim” (fear or awe of Heaven).

What is the mitzvah of “Yir’at Shamayim”? The Gemara says that at the time a person is born, it is predetermined what his 
or her life will look like and whether or not s/he will live a long life. However, it is not determined whether that individual will 
possess Yir’at Shamayim, as that trait is determined by each individual.

How do people determine whether or not they possess Yir’at Shamayim? Individuals must observe and take stock of their 
own actions. Chafetz Chayim (Rabbi Israel Meir Kagan 1838-1933) explained that when the yetzer hara (evil inclination) incites 
and seduces a person to commit an aveira (transgression), that person must think: “Indeed, Hashem sees everything I do, 
and if I commit an aveira (transgression), I will be punished.” That manner of thinking would lead an individual to become and 
remain a Yar’eh Shamayim, and through doing so, be spared from violating any prohibitions.

QUESTIONS OF THE WEEK
1. What is the minimum number of people eating together required to constitute a zimmun?

2. What is the meaning of the word “Haftarah”? 

3. What is an example of a mitzvah that can be performed any time?

PLEASE E-MAIL ANSWERS TO: purim@talmudisraeli.co.il

A TALMUD ISRAELI Siyyum Certificate will be awarded to devoted 
learners who answer the questions each week.
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