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Explanation
Jews customarily examine their alleyways as 
they sweep and clean them. One can trust 
that if there is a sheretz (creeping insect) 
or other tameh (ritually impure) item in an 
alleyway it will be found. Therefore, absent 
such findings,  the alleyway is considered 
tahor (ritually pure).

בודקין
הפסידוהו

למפרע

Translation

Daf 54: ין טּוְמאֹות ל ֵבּ  – ֶהְבֵדּ
              Difference Between Types of Ritual Impurity

There are several types of tum’ah (ritual impurity) with some differences between 
them. The mishnah on this daf states that the flesh of a human corpse imparts tum’ah 
whether it is moist or dry. However, a dead sheretz or a neveilah (carcass of an animal) 
only impart tum’ah while still moist; once they have become dried-out they no longer 
impart tum’ah.

From what source do we learn that the flesh of a human corpse imparts tum’ah, 
regardless of whether it is moist or dried-out? Leviticus 22:5, which addresses tum’at 
ha’meht (corpse impurity) states: “or if a person touches … any human being by 
whom he is made unclean—
whatever his uncleanness.” From 
this pasuk, Chazal understood that 
the flesh of any corpse imparts 
tum’ah, whether it is moist or dry.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר טהרות, מסכת נידה דף נ׳׳ו:

בודקין  ישראל  בני  שחזקת  “מפני   
מבואותיהן בשעת כיבודיהם, ואם לא 

בדקו הפסידוהו למפרע”
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      Daf 53: "ָמׁׁשֹות ין ַהְשּ Twilight – "ֵבּ
                 

“Bein HaShmashot” (twilight) is the time from 
sunset until the stars are visible in the sky. Is 
this time considered daytime or nighttime? 
According to halacha, “Bein HaShmashot” is 
considered an uncertain time — i.e., neither 
definitively day nor night.

The special status of “Bein HaShmashot” can be better understood by examining 
hilchot Shabbat. There are certain activities Chazal prohibited on Shabbat. For 
example, it is prohibited to set aside terumot and ma’asrot (priestly gifts and tithes), 
because these actions resemble the labor of “repairing” the fruit, rendering it fit 
(kosher) for eating. However, during Bein HaShmashot it is permissible to set aside 
tithes on “Demai” (fruits purchased from an Am Ha-Aretz and for which it is uncertain 
whether tithes have already been taken).

… Bohd’keen ……….… Examine
… Hif’see’duhu … They lose
… le’may’fra ….… Retroactively
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Dvar Torah
VAYESHEV

Ya’akov Avinu sent Yosef to look 
for his brothers. Yosef had difficulty 
finding them, until he met a man. As 
the Torah relates: “Va’ye’matze’hu 
ee’sh (and he [Yosef] was found by 
a man), walking astray in the field. 
And the man inquired — ‘What do 
you seek?’ And he [Yosef] replied, ‘it 
is my brothers I seek.”

What is the meaning of this 
encounter?  What is its significance, 
shortly before Yosef’s lengthy 
stay in Egypt? The Kotzker Rebbe 
explained that the meeting here was 
no chance encounter. The man Yosef 
met was not there by happenstance. 
Rather, the man was searching for 
Yosef. For this reason, the Torah 
says: Va’ye’matze’hu ee’sh – Yosef 
was “found by a man” and not that 
Yosef found him. 

This man wanted to relay an 
important message to Yosef: 
Wherever you are in the world, never 
forget what it is that you seek. When 
a person remembers where he or 
she belongs, and knows his or her 
true hopes and aspirations, that 
individual will be able to persevere 
and remain filled with the energy to 
combat whatever forceful wind he or 
she encounters.

ַוִיְּמָצֵאהּו ִאיׁש 
ֶדה.  ׂ ָשּ ה ֹתֶעה ַבּ ְוִהֵנּ

ָאֵלהּו ָהִאיׁש ֵלאֹמר:  ַוִיְּשׁ
ׁש?".  ַבֵקּ "ַמה ְתּ

ׁש.  ַוֹיּאֶמר: "ֶאת ַאַחי ָאֹנִכי ְמַבֵקּ

Look closely at the illustration and answer the following questions: 
1. Who is the man at the center of the illustration?
2. Where is he crouching?
3. On what date did the event in the illustration take place and during which war?
4. What do the flags on the left symbolize?

1) Mordechaii "MOTA" Gur; 2) Har HaBayit (The Temple Mount); 3) 28 Iyyar 5727, during the 
1967 Six Day War; 4) The flags are those of the units with whom Mota Gur fought and over 
whom he commanded.

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. What is the Tosefta?
2. What is “Beit HaPeras”?
3. How does Rashi interpret the pasuk in Tehillim: “V’he’echaltam lechem dim’ah, 
    va’tash’ke’mo be’d’ma’ot sha’leesh?”
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 Daf 58: י ְנֶחְמָיה Rabbi Nechemiah  – ַרִבּ

Rabbi Nechemiah was a fourth-generation Tanna. He was a student of Rabbi Akiva, 
who received s’micha (rabbinic ordination) from Rabbi Yehudah ben Bava during 
Roman rule, a time when the Romans forbade the ordination of Torah scholars.  In 
the “Tosefta,” any teaching cited without the name of a specific Tanna was known to 
be attributed to Rabbi Nechemiah. Rabbi Yochanan stated: Stam Tosefta (unnamed 
Tosefta teachings) = Rabbi Nechemiah. 

The Tosefta, which means “the supplement, or addition,” is a compilation of braitot, or 
tannaitic teachings that were not included in the Mishnah by Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi.

Daf 59: אי י ַיַנּ Rabbi Yannai  – ַרִבּ

Rabbi Yannai was a first-generation Amora from Eretz 
Yisrael. He was a student of Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi 
and served as a dayan (judge) in Rabbi Yehudah 
HaNasi’s court. Masechet Shabbat (daf 119) relates 
Rabbi Yannai’s tradition of saying every Shabbat eve 
at nightfall: “Bo’ee kala, bo’ee kala” (Enter, O bride; 

Enter, O bride). Rabbi Yanni resided in Akhbara, near Tzfat. He established a large 
yeshiva there, which continued to exist for several generations after his passing. 
Rabbi Yannai trained many talmidei chachamim, among them, Rabbi Yochanan, 
Rabbi Shimon Ben Lakish, Rabbi Oshaya, and Rabbi Samla’i.

 Daf 57: ָרס ית ַהְפּ Beit HaPeras – ֵבּ

Beit HaPeras refers to a field 
known to have contained a grave, 
which was subsequently plowed 
over (making the grave nearly 
impossible to identify). The word 
“peras” (broken, or spread out) 
was used to describe such a field, 
because of the likelihood that 
bones from the grave became 
scattered throughout the field. 
Therefore, Chazal decreed it 

prohibited for a kohen to enter a Beit HaPeras, lest the kohen become tameh (ritually 
impure) due to contact with one of the bones.

However, there is a solution to enable a kohen to pass through a HaPeras without 
becoming tameh. The kohen may blow forcefully on the earth of the Beit HaPeras, 
before each step — in order to push aside any small bones that might be in his path 
and expose large bones beneath the dirt. This enables the kohen to uncover and 
step around any bones hidden in the Beit HaPeras and allows him to remain tahor 
(ritually pure).

ISRAELI HISTORY
FOUNDING OF HEBREW 

UNIVERSITY
At the first Zionist Congress in 1897, 
Professor Hermann Schapira suggested 
the establishment of a Jewish University. 
The proposal was positively received, 
but the Zionist movement was too 
young to take practical steps towards 
the execution of the idea. 

At the Eleventh Congress in 1913, 
Chaim Weizmann and Menachem 
Usshikin pushed to promote the project. 
The Congress resolved to take immediate 
steps to create the University. In 1919, 
the Gray Estate on Mount Scopus was 
purchased and the cornerstone was 
laid. On April 1, 1925, the University 
was inaugurated with a gala celebration 
presided over by Sir Herbert Samuel, 
Hayim Bialik, and Rabbi Abraham Kook. 
The guest speaker was the Earl of Balfour, 
author of the Balfour Declaration.

While Hebrew University expanded 
rapidly and became one of the major 
institutions of higher learning in the 
Middle East, the Mount Scopus campus 
was cut off from the rest of Jerusalem 
during the War of Independence. For 
several years, the University operated out 
of scattered buildings in Jerusalem. With 
the reunification of Jerusalem in 1967, the 
Mount Scopus campus was restored to 
again become a major center of learning. 
Today, Hebrew University is the leading 
institution of higher learning in Israel.

Hebrew University, Mt. Scopus, Jerusalem. 
Photo Source: Wikipedia
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 Daf 56: טּוְמָאה ְוָטֳהָרה – Ritual Purity and Impurity             

In the era when 
the laws of tum’ah 
v’taharah (ritual purity 
and impurity) were 
observed meticulously, 
every house contained 
food items over which 
it was obligatory to 
safeguard their taharah 
— e.g., a large quantity 
of terumah (priestly 
gifts), and more. 
Chazal decreed that 
if a sheretz (creeping 

insect) had been found on a given street, there should be concern regarding 
any tahor item that passed down said street, that perhaps it touched the 
sheretz and became tameh.

   
 WHO’S WHO?

LT. GEN. MORDECHAI 
“MOTTA” GUR

(1930-–1955)

Lt. Gen. Motta Gur was another in the 
pantheon of the great Israeli generals of 
Israel’s ‘first generation’. Gur was born 
in Jerusalem, served in the Haganah 
in pre-State days, and then became a 
paratrooper in the Israel Defense Forces.  

In 1966, Lt. Gen. Gur was appointed 
the commander of the 55th Paratrooper 
Brigade, which he led the following year 
during the Six-Day War. Gur’s troops 
entered the Old City of Jerusalem and 
it is his excited voice that was heard 
by Jews around the world announcing, 
“Har HaBayit Be’Yadeinu!”—The Temple 
Mount is in our hands! Jerusalem 
was reunified under his determined 
command. 

During Operation Entebbe, the 
widely hailed hostage rescue mission in 
Uganda, Gur as Chief-of-Staff of the IDF 
orchestrated the rescue, which saved the 
lives of 98 Jewish and Israeli hostages.

After completing his illustrious military 
career, which included many more well-
known military operations, Gur continued 
his service to Israel as a member of the 
Knesset. He is remembered as one of 
Israel’s greatest heroes who devoted 
his life to protecting and fighting for the 
Jewish people. 

 Daf 55: ִליׁש ָמעֹות ָשׁ Tears in Great Measure – ְדּ

The Talmud cites Psalms 80:6: “V’he’echaltam lechem dim’ah” (You fed them 
tears as their daily bread), “va’tash’ke’mo be’d’ma’ot sha’leesh” (making them 
drink great measures of tears), which presents King David’s mourning over the 
troubles of Am Yisrael.

What is the meaning of the verse? Rashi explains that “V’he’echaltam lechem 
dim’ah” refers to God’s feeding Am Yisrael with tears as they labored in Egypt 
over the course of their 210-year enslavement; “va’tash’ke’mo be’d’ma’ot 
sha’leesh,” refers to the tears God caused Am Yisrael to drink in Bavel (during 
the Babylonian exile). Why were these tears called “d’ma’ot sh’leesh”? One 
interpretation suggests it was because galut Bavel was 1/3 (sh’leesh) the length 
of galut Mitzrayim. The Egyptian exile lasted 210 years, while the Babylonian 
exile lasted 70 years. Alternatively, sh’leesh could be a symbol for the three 
tears Eisav shed when it became clear to him that his brother Ya’akov had 
received the blessings from their father Yitzhak. It was because of his tears that 
Eisav was destined to live by his sword.

ה ַו֝ ְמָע֑ ֶחם ִדּ ם ֶל֣ ֱאַכְלָתּ ֶה֭
יׁש׃ ִלֽ ְדָמ֥עֹות ָשׁ מֹו ִבּ ֵק֗ ְשׁ ַתּ ַו֝

Chief of Staff Motta Gur (center) initialling the interim 
Israel-Egyptian Sinai agreement, at the Prime Minister's 
Office. Photo Source: Israel Government Photo Archive.


