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Explanation
It says in the Mishnah that a person who cuts 
himself, as a sign of mourning is liable to receive 
lashes. The Talmud learns from this teaching that 
only an incision made in mourning for the dead 
makes a person liable to receive the punishment 
of lashes. However, if a person cuts himself as an 
expression of sorrow for his house that fell or his 
ship that sank, he is exempt from receiving lashes.

.... Tanu Rabanan ... Our Rabbis taught   
     (opening of a braita, an oral teaching 
     not included in the Mishnah)
.... Seret ...... Cut, made an incision
.... La’nefesh  ...... To the skin, flesh

תנו רבנן

שרט
לנפש

Translation

Daf 15: ּה ק ַלֲעֵשׂ יָתּ  A Prohibition Rectified By   — ָלאו ַהִנּ
              An Obligatory Positive Action

There is a particular type of prohibitive commandment known as “lav ha’nitak 
l’aseh.” A person who violates one of these prohibitions is required to perform a 
positive mitzvah, whose purpose is to correct the violation or crime committed. 
For example, a person who steals, and violates “lo tigzol” (the prohibition against 
theft), is obligated to fulfill the mitzvat aseh (positive commandment) of “v’heishiv et 
ha’g’zay’lah,” return of the stolen item.

The same is true of “Shiluach Ha’Ken” (sending away a 
mother bird from the nest). The Torah commands: “Lo tikach 
ha’em al habanim” (do not take the fledglings in front of the 
mother) — a person who finds a nest is not permitted to take 
the mother together with the fledglings. One who violates 
this issur, by taking the mother together with the fledglings 
can correct their action by immediately fulfilling “Shiluach 
Ha’Ken,” —sending away the mother bird.

On this daf we learn that violators of a “lav ha’nitak l’aseh” are not liable to receive 
malkot (lashes).
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      Daf 14:  "ה ה" ּו"ִמְצוֹות לֹא ַתֲעֶשׂ – "ִמְצוֹות ֲעֵשׂ
                        Positive Commandments (obligations) 
                  & Negative Commandments (prohibitions)

“Mitzvot Aseh”, are mitzvot we are obligated to fulfill, 
e.g., eating matzah, hearing shofar, building a sukkah and 
shaking the lulav. “Mitzvot Lo Ta’aseh”, are prohibited 
actions, e.g., eating pork, eating neveilah (an animal not 
killed in accordance with Jewish law), or doing melacha 
(prohibited labor) on Yom Tov. One who violates a Mitzvat 
Lo Ta’asheh b’Meyzid (intentionally), is liable for malkot (lashes, corporeal punishment). 

The Mishnah lists several issurei lav (negative commandments) that are punishable 
with malkot. The Mishnah does not enumerate all these issurim (prohibitions), rather, 
only those for which there is a chiddush (novel concept), or which require further 
explanation. However, Rambam lists all the issurim for which one is liable to receive 
malkot. There are 207 in total. The list of issurim that carry a punishment of malkot 
can be remembered with mnemonic device    “yilku zeidim” (the wicked 
will be lashed) = 207 in gematria (the numerological system in which Hebrew letters 
correspond to numbers). While there are 207 issurei lav for which a person would be 
liable for malkot, there are additional issurei lav, which are not punishable by malkot. 
In total, there are 365 negative commandments.
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“ִיְלקּו ֵזִדים”

ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is a highly successful 
education program that began in 
Israel and quickly earned widespread 
support and approval from Israel’s 
Ministry of Education. Talmud Israeli 
combines the study of Talmud with 
Torah, modern Jewish history and 
Israeli history. We strive to grant 
learners tools that strengthen Jewish 
identity and connections to Israel and 
the Jewish people. Talmud Israeli 
brings the teachings of our sages to 
learners of all ages. As we approach 
the 70th anniversary of Israel’s 
independence, Talmud Israeli has 
added a featured section that gives 
readers a comprehensive picture of 
Israel’s history. Please contact us to 
sign up for Talmud Israeli for your 

school or synagogue!
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Daf 16: ָאה Corner of the Field  – ִמְצַות ֵפּ
   

Certain mitzvot only apply to landowners who grow produce. One of these 
mitzvot is Pe’ah” (corner of the field). The Torah commands the field owner about 
to harvest his field not to reap all of the grain for himself, but to leave behind a 
portion of the grain for the needy.

Why is this mitzvah called “Pe’ah”? Pe’ah, means “edge” or “end” of a field. One 
must leave behind grain for the needy at the end of the harvest.  After nearly 
completing the harvest, one leaves untouched the crop at the edge of the field.

And what should one do if 
they harvested their entire field 
and did not leave behind the 
corner? That person must leave 
behind grain for the needy from 
the “omarim” — the previously 
reaped grain. Rabbi Yishmael 
said, even if they have already 
made dough from the grain, 
they are obligated to set aside a 
portion of that dough for the needy, and with that, they fulfill Mitzvat Pe’ah.

Daf 17: ?לּו ָבִרים ַהָלּ ְדּ יּוָחד ַבּ  – ַמה ְמּ
               What Makes These Offerings Unique? 
              

On this daf, the Talmud deals with several items that are holy, each of which 
contain a unique stringency that it alone possesses.

Korban Olah (burnt offering) is offered in its entirety on the mizbe’ach (altar), 
including the meat, and no part is given to the kohanim. This is in contrast to all 
other offerings, where the fat alone is offered.

Korban Chatat v’Asham (sin and guilt offerings) grant atonement for known sins, 
in contrast to other offerings that are brought as gifts.

Korban Bechorot (first-born offering) of all kosher animals is granted by the Torah 
to kohanim. Kohanim offer these animals as a korban and afterward, eat the meat 
that remains. The holiness attached to a korban applies to a bechor (first-born) 
from the moment it is born. The bechor is automatically holy by itself, in contrast 
to all other animals, which are only deemed holy after having been designated 
as sacred by their owner.

Korban Shlamim (peace offering) requires waving. That is, after the animal 
designated as the sacrifice is slaughtered and the blood is splashed on the altar, 
the breast and thigh of that animal are taken and these parts are waved — up 
and down, forward and backward.

 

תשכ״ד/1964
OPENING OF THE NATIONAL 

WATER CARRIER 

In 1964, the National Water Carrier 
was inaugurated. Construction on 
this system began in 1953. The 
National Water Carrier has been 
the main artery of Israel’s national 
water system, used to regulate the 
water supply in Israel. The National 
Water Carrier enables efficient 
utilization of the water sources 
and their transfer from the rainy 
north to the center and the water-
scarce south. The National Carrier 
starts from the Sea of Galilee and 
is about 130 kilometers long. The 
first plans for its construction were 
prepared before the establishment 
of the State, but it took many years 
for its construction to be completed. The 
National Water Carrier was established to 
address the problem of the water shortage 
in various parts of the country, and to 
overcome the limitations stemming from 
the conditions prevailing in Israel — e.g., 
proximity to the desert, large gaps in the 
amount of rainfall in the regions of the 
country, and the fact there are natural water 
sources in the north, but not in the south.
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Israeli History
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70

Aerial view of  water reservior, part of National Water Carrier in 
Northern Israel. Photo Source: Israel Government Photo Archive.



 
 

ד"סב
Seder Nezikin | Makkot 18-19

3

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

Daf 19: יּכּוִרים The Obligation Regarding First Fruits – ִמְצַות ִבּ

A person who owns a grove or a field on which one of the Shivat HaMinim (seven 
species of Eretz Yisrael) are grown is obligated to bring each year’s first fruits to the 
Beit HaMikdash. “Bikkurim” comes from the word “bechor” (first-born). The first fruits 
are the bikkurim.

A person goes to his grove and notices that between the leaves of his tree there is a 
fruit beginning to sprout. He takes a string and ties it around the budding fruit and says: 
“Behold, these are for bikkurim.” Once the fruit grows and ripens, and is suitable to be 
eaten, he picks it, places the fruit in a utensil and takes it up to the Beit HaMikdash. 

On this daf we learn two mitzvot that are to be fulfilled when bringing bikkurim 
to the Beit HaMikdash: 1) “Reading”/recitation: The owner of 

the fruit recites a Torah passage that deals with Bikkurim 
and praises God for keeping His promise to the 

forefathers to give us the Land of Israel. 2) 
“Placement”: The Bikkurim is placed in front 
of the mizbe’ach (altar). Later, the kohanim 

take the Bikkurim, which they are permitted to eat.

It is also stated in the Talmud, in the name of Eliezer Ben Ya’akov, that the kohen must 
wave the Bikkurim.

      Daf 18: "ל ָהָראּוי ְלִביָלה  – "ָכּ
                    “All That Are Suitable For Mixing”

Various korbanot (offerings) were sacrificed in the 
Beit HaMikdash, among them, the “Korban Minchah.” 
What is the “Korban Minchah”? B’nai Yisrael brought 
fine flour, olive and frankincense, and the kohen 
prepared the korban from these ingredients, as the 
Torah dictates in Parashat VaYikra.

One of the actions required in preparing the Korban Minchah is the mixing together 
the oil and the flour. What is to be done if an individual vowed to bring a significant 
quantity of flour and oil and the kohen placed that tremendous donation of ingredients 
into one utensil, but did not mix them? According to halacha, this korban is kosher, on 
one condition — that is still possible for the kohen to mix together the oil and the flour. 
However, if the kohen set down a large quantity of flour in a utensil and it is impossible to 
mix in the oil because of the overwhelming volume — then the korban is pasul (invalid). 
In other words, it is essential that the kohen be able to mix the oil and the flour.

This is the Talmudic rule: “Kol ha’ra’ui l’bila — ayn bila me’ah’kevet bo” (for any 
measure of flour suitable for mixing with oil for the Korban Minchah (meal offering), the 
lack of mixing does not inherently invalidate that korban). “Bila” comes from the word 
“belila,” or mixture. This basic law determines the rule:  If something is suitable to be 
mixed, even if it has not yet been mixed in, then that korban remains kosher. However, 
if it is not possible to mix the ingredients, then the korban is invalid.

Made In Israel

TourPal
Founders: Ron Weisberg & Boaz Beeri
Founded: 2012

The introduction of the smartphone in 
our lives has enabled us to do so many 
things easily from a single device.  We 
can communicate with people from 
almost anywhere in the world, we can 
drive everywhere in the world using 
the Israeli-developed WAZE GPS app, 
we can record our surroundings, play 
games, stay on top of health issues, 
and so much more from a single device. 

The Israel based app TourPal 
offers users the opportunity to take 
guided audio tours of cities around 
the world in 16 different languages 
and covers hundreds of global tourist 
destinations. The app provides maps 
of over 100 cities that can be accessed 
both online and offline, when cellular 
service is not available.

The combination of guided 
comprehensive tours recorded by 
professionals and maps that recommend 
attractions, shops and restaurants that 
are available offline is a special feature 
that is very useful, as traveling with a 
smartphone can be costly.

Thank you Israeli app developers 
for giving us the opportunity to hold 
the world in the palms of our hands!

Photo source: Facebook/TourPal
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 20: ֶרט ָלֶנֶפׁש A Cut To The Flesh  – ֶשׂ

The Torah prohibits making 
an incision in one’s skin as an 
expression of sorrow over a death, 
as is customarily done by some 
other cultures. In Parashat VaYikra 19 
it states: “You shall not make cuts in 
your flesh for a person [who died].” 

Anyone who violates this prohibition is liable for malkot (lashes). Is it 
possible that a person would make one cut in his flesh and as a result 
violate several issurim (prohibitions)? In the Mishnah it says that an 
individual who makes one incision, mourning over five people who have 
died, is guilty of five distinct infractions.

“And when Lavan heard that Ya’akov, 
his sister’s son, [had arrived in Haran], 

he ran to greet him, 
he kissed and hugged him 

and brought him to his home.” 

Chazal ask — Did Lavan really love Ya’akov so 
much? After all, we see that he cheated him and 
exploited him repeatedly. So, what is the meaning 
of these hugs and kisses?

Rashi answers that Lavan remembered how Eliezer, 
the servant of Avraham, came to his house with 
camels loaded with treasures. Therefore, he was 
convinced that Ya’akov had also brought precious 
treasures with him. 

When Lavan did not see any silver and gold on 
Ya’akov, he hugged and kissed him to feel and 
check whether Ya’akov was hiding precious stones 
on his person. After being disappointed to discover 
that Ya’akov had absolutely no treasures with him, 
Lavan had to make do with Ya’akov working in 
return for living in his home.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What is the Mitzvah of Peah ?
    How does one fulfill this mitzvah?
2. What is the Mitzvah of Bikkurim?
    How does one fulfill this mitzvah?

ַוְיִהי 
ֹמַע ָלָבן  ִכְשׁ

ן ֲאֹחתֹו  ַמע ַיֲעֹקב ֶבּ ֶאת ֵשׁ

ַוָיָּרץ ִלְקָראתוֹ 
ק לֹו  ׁ ק לֹו ַוְיַנֶשּ ַוְיַחֶבּ
יתֹו. ַוְיִביֵאהּו ֶאל ֵבּ


