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Explanation
Rabbi Eliezer and the chachamim disagreed 
as to whether weapons should be considered 
jewelry (or ornaments) which a person would 
be permitted to be carry in the public domain 
on Shabbat, or whether they are considered 
a “burden” and forbidden to be worn in the 
public domain on Shabbat insofar as they are 
disgraceful and will be eliminated in future times 
of universal human brotherhood and peace.
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Daf 59: "ל ָזָהב ”CITY OF GOLD“  – "ִעיר ֶשׁ

During Mishnaic times there was a unique piece of 
jewelry known as “ir shel zahav” (city of gold), 

crafted in the shape of the city of 
Jerusalem. Rabbi Akiva was 
terribly poor. He promised his 

wife, who agreed to live in poverty 
so that Rabbi Akiva could continue 

his Torah study, that once he had the 
financial means, he would buy an “ir shel zahav” for her. Indeed, Rabbi Akiva eventually 
kept his promise and bought that distinctive piece of jewelry for his wife.

There is a machloket (debate) between tannaim over whether it is permissible for 
a woman to go out into the reshut harabim (public domain) on Shabbat adorned 
with the “ir shel zahav” jewelry. According to the chachamim, there is concern that a 
woman might walk in the street with her “ir shel zahav” and meet a friend to whom 
she might want to show off the jewelry. In doing so, the woman might walk 4 amot in 
the reshut harabim with the item in hand. However, Rabbi Eliezer 
said, there is no reason for such concern, because only prominent 
women wear the “ir shel zahav” and they would not remove jewelry 
to show it off in the public domain.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף ס׳׳ג:

לו,  הן  תכשיטין  אומר:  אליעזר  “רבי 
לגנאי,  אלא  אינן  אומרים:  וחכמים 
לאתים  חרבותם  וכתתו  שנאמר 
וחניתותיהם למזמרות, לא ישא גוי אל 

גוי חרב ולא ילמדו עוד מלחמה”
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Daf 58: ֶלת ית ְמֻקֶפּ A FOLDED TALLIT – ַטִלּ
              

It is obviously permitted to walk in the public domain 
on Shabbat while wearing clothing. Only carrying 
a burden is forbidden. But what if one is carrying 
an article of clothing rather than wearing it? Rabbi 
Yochanan ruled that he who goes out on the Sabbath 
with a cloak that is folded and resting on his shoulder 
is liable to bring a Korban Chatat (Sin-Offering). In 
other words, such a person has inadvertently violated 
the Sabbath at the level of Torah law. For this reason, 
it is customary, in those places where there is no 

communal Eruv, for men to put on their Tallitot before leaving home and starting their 
walk to the synagogue for morning prayers. 
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Daf 61: ְך נֹוֲעִלים ְוחֹוְלִצים ַנֲעַלִים  – ָכּ
               PUTTING ON AND TAKING OFF SHOES

There is a Talmudic debate regarding the order in which a person should put on (ne’eilat) 
and take off (chali’tzat) shoes. Some say the right shoe should be put on first, since 
the right side is the more important one. However, Rabbi Yochanan disagreed and 
contended that although the right side is important, the left shoe is to be put on first. 
Rabbi Yochanan explained — shoes are bound to the feet and the Torah says that tefillin 
must be bound to the left arm, likewise, the left shoe must be put on first.

Further on, the Talmud states it was customary to employ aspects of both approaches 
in putting on and taking off shoes — i.e., put on the right shoe first, as a sign of respect 
to the right foot, but hold off on tying the laces. After that, put on the left shoe and tie its 
laces. Only then, go back and tie the right shoe. In this fashion, a person is able to first 
exhibit respect to the right foot, while tying the left shoe first to show it respect, as well. This 
method is the established halachah. When taking off shoes, the left shoe is removed first.

   
 

     Daf 62: ִמְצַות ְנִטיַלת ָיָדִים –  
                      THE MITZVAH OF RITUAL HAND-WASHING

The Talmud warns that one who is dismissive of the requirement to wash hands before 
eating bread brings poverty upon himself. One who wishes to meticulously observe the 
mitzvah of netilat yadayim should wash using a significant amount of water and not be 
content to use a minimal amount. Rav Hisda said: “I wash my hands with handfuls of 
water, and I am rewarded with handfuls of prosperity.”

Dvar Torah
EMOR

Parashat Emor introduces us to two 
different types of “holiness.” The 
parashah opens with a description 
of the sanctity of the kehunah 
(priesthood) and its associated 
restrictions on personal behavior. 
The parashah ends with details 
on the sanctity of the seasons, 
meaning, the Jewish holidays — 
“These are God’s appointed holy 
days, sacred occasions ...”

How are these types of kedushah 
(holiness) different from each 
other, and what is the connection 
between them? The sanctity of the 
kehunah is holiness that comes 
from above, and is not dependent 
upon human action. The kohen was 
born a kohen, no choice involved; 
whereas an ordinary Yisrael cannot 
become a kohen, regardless of the 
desire or effort invested. In contrast, 
the sanctity of the seasons does 
indeed depend on the actions of 
B’nai Yisrael — “Israel sanctifies the 
seasons,” and this holiness comes 
emanates from down on earth. Our 
parashah, which links these two 
types of kedushah, emphasizes to 
us that the presence of holiness 
in the world depends upon both 
sides: the work of humans on earth, 
together with the bringing down of 
sanctity from above. Only in the 
combination of these two spheres of 
holiness, one from heaven and the 
other from earth, does full sanctity 
manifest itself in Eretz Yisrael.

 Daf 60: ר ל ַהְמסּוָמּ              A NAIL-SPIKED SANDAL – ַסְנָדּ

The Mishnah states the chachamim prohibited 
wearing a “sandal mesumar” (spiked sandal) 
on Shabbat. A sandal mesumar was a wooden 
sandal reinforced with nails, which protrude from 
the sandal and are prone to cause injury.

Why did the chachamim issue such a ruling? 
Back in Tannaitic times, the Romans issues a decree against the Jews prohibiting the 
performance of mitzvot. Nevertheless, Jews gathered in a hidden cave on Shabbat in 
order to fulfill mitzvot. Triggered by concern for an enemy attack, terrible panic ensued. 
Everyone began pushing others aside because of their escalated fear. All those who 
wore sandalim mesumarim injured those they encountered, albeit unintentionally. 
Many Jews died because of these wounds. The sandals caused tremendous tragedy. 
Accordingly, the then-contemporary sages ruled: “A person may not go outside on 
Shabbat wearing a sandal mesumar.” (This prohibition does not apply today, as we no 
longer know what precise type of sandal the chachamim prohibited.) 
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Daf 63: ַלִים ל ְירּוָשׁ ְדלּוָתּה ֶשׁ THE GRANDEUR OF JERUSALEM  – ַגּ

The Talmud provides a brief description of what took place in Jerusalem during its 
glory period, when Am Yisrael resided in its land prior to the destruction of the Beit 
HaMikdash. The amora Rachavah quoted Rabbi Yehuda saying that cinnamon trees 
were grown in Jerusalem, and even though they were expensive their logs were used 
for fuel. The cinnamon tree logs produced a wonderful fragrance would be carried great 
distances and travel all across Eretz Yisrael. After the Beit HaMikdash was destroyed, the 
cinnamon trees were hidden away and just a tiny remnant survived. 

Daf 64: ה תֹוְך ַהֶפּ ל ְבּ SALT & PEPPER IN THE MOUTH  – ֶמַלח ּוִפְלֵפּ

In ancient times a person who suffered from bad breath would place a type of long 
pepper in his or her mouth. This pepper had a unique smell and taste and it would 
eliminate the foul odor. A person whose teeth hurt would place a grain of salt on the 
source of the pain, which would then subside.

The Mishnah states that even though it is prohibited on 
Shabbat to walk in the reshut harabim while carrying a 
burden, it is permissible for a person do so with pepper or 
a grain of salt in their mouth. Why? Because the person 
who places pepper or salt in their mouth needs the item 
for medicinal purposes — either to diminish bad oral odor 
or to relieve tooth pain. Just as it is permissible to walk 
with clothing in the reshut harabim, it is also permissible 
to walk with pepper and salt, because the body needs 
them as a safeguard.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1. Over what did Rabbi Yehuda 
Ben Bava and the chachamim 
disagree regarding balsam oil?

2. What is the “ir shel zahav” and 
who promised it to whom?

3. Why did the sages ban the 
wearing of a sandal mesumar?

*NOTE
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to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 

Amazon Gift Card!

Sorrow over the destruction 
of the Beit HaMikdash: 
After the destruction of 
the Beit HaMikdash, the 
sages instituted a variety 
of practices so that people 
would not forget that the Holy 

Temple. Rabbi Yehuda Ben Bava issued a decree prohibiting use of balsam oil, as a sign 
of mourning over the loss of the Beit HaMikdash. However, the chachamim did not agree 
with him, because the use of balsam oil merely provided enjoyment, but not happiness. 
The chachamim indeed instructed that we avoid things that cause joy and pleasure — 
because how can a person be overly happy while the Holy Temple is in ruins. 
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Menachem Begin requested to resign his Premiership in August 
1983, after being broken by a combination of the Lebanon War 
and the death of his wife. Begin was succeeded by Yitzhak Shamir, 
former leader of Lochamei Herut Yisrael, Zionist paramilitary 
organization (LeHI), who had served as Foreign Minister in the 
Begin government. Shamir had voted against the peace treaty 
with Egypt and was considered a political hard liner.  

Israel faced significant political and financial challenges during 
this period. Much of the army was bogged down in Lebanon, 
and encountered rising opposition, both in the field and at home. 
The occupation of Southern Lebanon put additional stress on an 
already strained economy. Israel spent almost 25% of its GNP on 
Defense, and inflation continued to rise.  

Shamir seemed unable to tackle the twin 
problems of Lebanon, coupled with the 
financial crisis.  In July 1984, an election 
was held, and the Labor Party led by 
Shimon Peres won a seeming victory. 

However, Peres was unable to form a coalition, and eventually 
agreed to unity government with the Likud, in which Peres would 
serve as Prime Minister for two years and then Shamir would 
take over the next two years. Yitzhak Rabin would serve as 
Defense Minister for all four years.

The new government immediately decided to withdraw Israeli 
forces from most of Lebanon, leaving a security zone close to 
Israel’s border. Next, the government dealt with a worsening 
economic situation, in which inflation was running at 400% 
a year.  Peres instituted a series of directives, including a 
devaluation of the currency, wage and price controls, as well 
as layoffs in the public sector, which he called the “Yom Kippur 
of the economy”. These actions worked, and within months the 
inflation rate had been brought down to below 20% per year.

In January 1985, Mivtza Moshe (Operation 
Moses) began, which brought 7,000 
Ethiopian Jews home to Israel.

The mid-1980’s marked the true 
beginnings of Israel’s high-tech industry. 
While Intel and IBM had both opened 

small development centers in Israel in the 1970’s, the 1980’s 
saw rapid growth of Israeli high-tech weaponry, such as the 
Gabriel Missile, and advanced radar and control systems. 

1986
 Agam Sculpture
 Installed in
Dizengoff Circle

1985
Ayalon Mall
Opens

u  FEBRUARY 14
     1983 ...  Yitzchak Shamir 
                Prime Minister

        SEPTEMBER
u 1984 ...  Unity Government 
        

          
        JANUARY
u 1985 ..... Israel Withdraws 
                           From Lebanon
   

    NOVEMBER 29
u 1985 ..... New Economic Program

    NOVEMBER 21
u 1985 ..... Jonathan Pollard 
                           Arrested


