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 Daf 59: ְנָחה ֶמן ַעל ַהִמּ Oil on the Meal Offering – ֶשׁ

The kohen does not anoint a Korban 
Mincha (meal offering) brought by an 
individual to make amends for having 

committed a transgression. 
Why? Because oil enhances 
the Korban Mincha and 

the Torah does not 
want this particular 
offering, brought in the 

aftermath of an inglorious 
deed, to be glorified.

What is the ruling regarding a Korban Mincha when the kohen accidentally 
poured one drop of oil on it? Even one drop of oil would render that Korban 
Mincha invalid because the Torah explicitly states: “Oil will not be placed on it”. 
As such, even if one drop of oil lands on the Korban Mincha of a transgressor it 
becomes invalid. However, there is a case where a drop of oil would not invalidate 
a transgressor’s Korban Mincha - i.e., when the oil was placed on a portion of the 
Korban Mincha that was smaller in size than a k’zayit (olive’s bulk).
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       Daf 58: יּכּוִרים – ּגֹוָזלֹות ִעם ַהִבּ
   Fledgling Birds with the First Fruits

“Bikkurim” comes from the word Bechor 
(first born). The term bikkurim is also used to 
describe the first fruits. When a farmer enters 
his field and notices new fruit between the 
leaves of a tree, he should take some string, 
attach it to the fruit and say: “This fruit is 
designated as bikkurim.” After that designated 
fruit fully ripens and is ready to be eaten, it is 
harvested and placed in a vessel, which is then 
brought up to Jerusalem for the kohanim. 

Those who presented bikkurim customarily placed 
baby birds on the fruit basket in order to aggrandize 
or beautify  the offering.  It also serves to display 
the abundance God has given the farmer.

What was done with the fledglings? They were offered as Korban Olah (burnt offerings). 
Additional fledglings were carried in hand and were presented as gifts to the kohanim.
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Daf 61: "נּוָפה Lifting (or “Waving”) – "ְתּ

“Tenufa” (lifting of “waving”) was one 
of the ritual services performed in 
the Beit HaMikdash by the kohanim. 
The Mishnah on this daf presents a 
series of korbanot that require tenufa 
by the kohen before they are offered 
on the miz’be’ach (altar). Among 
other items, the Mishnah lists: “two 
[loaves of] bread and two lambs 

[sacrificed] on Atzeret (Talmudic names for Shavuot)” How did the kohen ‘wave’ 
these pairs of items together? The kohen placed the bread loaves on the lambs 
while they were still alive. Then, the kohen put his hands under each of the lambs 
and waved them in the air — lifting them backward and foreword, up and down.

Founding of the Israeli Navy
The Israeli Navy was founded in 1948. 
In the early years of the state, the Navy 
purchased a number of frigates and 
destroyers.  In 1965, the Israeli Navy 
made the strategic decision to purchase 
smaller missile boats from France, while 
development began on sea-to-sea 
missiles in Israel. 

Israeli-French relations deteriorated 
after the Six Day War. French President 
de Gaulle placed an embargo on Israel, 
prohibiting delivery of boats Israel had 
purchased. In a daring raid, the boats 
were brought to Israel without French 
permission. Once in Israel, the boats 
were equipped with Israeli missiles and 
electronics that played a critical part 
during the Yom Kippur War, in which 
Israeli missile boats sank five enemy 
boats, including three Syrian Navy 
missile vessels, without sustaining any 
casualties.

The Israeli navy is a vital division of 
the IDF, with state-of-the-art missile 
boats, frigates, and a fleet of 6 modern 
submarines. Today, the Navy is 
responsible for defending the Israeli 
coast and guarding the Israeli gas fields, 
located almost 60 miles off the coast.

Sa'ar 5-class missile сorvettes of the Israeli Navy. 
Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Daf 60: ׂל נֹוְכִרי Meal Offering of a Non-Jew  – ִמְנָחה ֶשׁ

According to an opinion taught on this daf, if a non-Jew 
were to bring a Korban Mincha (meal offering) to the Beit 
HaMikdash it was to be accepted and sacrificed. But, 
there is still a distinction made between a Korban Mincha 
brought by a Jew and one brought by a non-Jew: 

In the case of a Jew’s Korban Mincha, the kohen takes out a kometz (handful) 
which he burns on the miz’be’ach (altar), while the remainder of the korban is eaten 
by the kohanim. In contrast, a non-Jew’s Korban Mincha is burned in its entirety on 
the miz’be’ach and none of it is eaten by the kohanim. A similar ruling applies to a 
Korban Shlamim (peace offering) brought to the Beit HaMikdash by a non-Jew. It 
is functionally sacrificed as a Korban Olah (burnt offering), from which the kohanim 
do not eat any portion; rather, the entire korban is burned on the miz’be’ach.

Daf 62: ן ֲחִכיַנאי י ֲחִניָנא ֶבּ Rabbi Chanina Ben Hachinai – ַרִבּ

After the destruction of the Second Beit HaMikdash, the city of Yavneh became 
a major spiritual center thanks to the tremendous work of Rabban Yochanan Ben 
Zakkai. The Beit Din HaGadol (High Court) sat in Yavneh. A Beit Midrash (House 
of Torah learning) was established there, which served many scholars whose 
students flourished and became the leading chachamim of the next generation. 
Among the younger scholars at Yavneh was Chanina ben Hachinai whose teaching 
is presented on this daf, and who – along with Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai — was 
a talmid muvhak (principle student) of Rabbi Akiva. Later, Chanina ben Hachinai 
learned Torah in B’nei Brak from Rabbi Akiva for thirteen consecutive years. Many 
teachings are recorded in the Talmud and midrashim in the name of Chanina ben 
Hachinai. The Midrash praises Chanina ben Hachinai’s righteous nature. It is said 
that he spent most of his days in ascetic fasting from age 12 until age 95.
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Water-Gen, Ltd.
Founded by: Arye Kohavi (2010)

Although water covers 70% of the 
earth’s surface, there are billions of 
people who do not have easy access 
to fresh drinking water. Imagine 
being able to create water out of thin 
air… that is exactly what Water-Gen 
has done! They created a system to 
extract fresh drinking water directly 
from humidity in the air, using a series 
of purification filters. The water that 
forms is treated and transformed into 
potable water. 

The atmospheric water generators 
developed by Water-Gen allow the 
production of 4 liters of drinking 
water (one gallon) using 1 kilowatt 
of energy at a cost of 2 cents per 
liter. Water-Gen’s smaller home units 
can supply an average of 15 liters of 
drinking water a day. The large-sized 
units can produce 3,000 liters each 
day. The company also produces 
a line of water purification units for 
contaminated water. 

Water-Gen’s revolutionary devices 
present a much-needed solution to 
improve the quality of life. 

Thank you Water-Gen for ensuring 
access to fresh, clean, and safe 
drinking water.

WatetGen-Medium sized generator.
Photo Source: water-gen.com
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Daf 63: ת קֹוֶדׁש ַבּ ֵליל ַשׁ Harvesting on Friday Night – ְקִציָרה ְבּ

The sixth perek (chapter) of Masechet Menachot, titled “Rabbi Yishmael” begins 
on this daf. The first Mishnah of this perek deals with ketzira (harvesting) on 
Shabbat and states that once every few years, circumstances arose under which 
it was a mitzvah to harvest barley on Shabbat. How so?

The Minchat HaOmer (Sheaf-
waving offering) was sacrificed 
on the 16th of Nissan, on the 
second day of Passover. This 
korban was offered from barley. 
It was a mitzvah to harvest the 
grain on the night immediately 
preceding the offering of the 
korban. Therefore, if the second 
day of Passover fell on Shabbat, 
the barley was harvested on leil 

Shabbat (Friday night).  Before the harvester would begin to work, he would ask all 
those standing around him: “Has the sun already set?” and they would respond: 
“Yes!” They would repeat this process a total of three times. Then, the harvester 
would ask those near by a few additional questions regarding the harvest, until 
those gathered granted him permission to harvest the barley.

Daf 64: "ַתְחָיה ”Petachya“ –"ְפּ

In the Beit HaMikdash there 
was a person designated to 
administer the registry of those 
obligated to bring Korbanot 
Ohf (bird offerings). Since there 
are many complicated laws 
governing such sacrifices, those 
appointed were wise people 
proficient in these matters. The 
administrator of the registry 
was called “Petachya.” 

After whom was the title of Petachya named? Petachya was Mordechai the 
Jew. After the Purim miracle took place, Mordechai made aliyah to Eretz Yisrael 
together with the wave of immigrants under Ezra’s leadership. He helped with the 
construction of the Second Beit HaMikdash. 

Why was Mordechai called “Petachya”? Because Mordechai would open (Petach) 
with words and interpret them. Since he knew seventy languages, he was able to 
“open” or easily recognize language errors, as well as decipher and interpret the 
significance of different linguistic meanings. (Continued on page 4).
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

The ark Noah built over the course 
of 120 years was enormous. It was 
almost half the size of a modern aircraft 
carrier and the rest of its dimensions 
were just as huge. Ramban asked 
the following questions regarding 
the ark’s size:  Why did Noah bother 
to build such a large ark? After all, 
he knew that without a miracle from 
Heaven, even with such a large ark 
he would not possibly be able to take 
in every kind of animal in the world 
along with all of the required food 
and equipment. Therefore, why go 
through so much trouble, if in any 
case he would require a miracle? 

Ramban responds: “They 
made a huge ark so as to reduce, 
even if not entirely eliminate, the 
need for miraculous intervention.  
Such is the case regarding all the 
miracles in the Torah ... i.e., man 
accomplishes whatever he is capable 
of accomplishing, and the rest is left in 
the hands of Heaven.” Here, Ramban 
teaches an important principle: God 
always desires for humans to take 
the initiative. Meaning, even when it 
is certain that a miracle is necessary, 
a person must do whatever he or she 
can to be a partner in the building of 
the world and its repair.

1. What is the sacrificial ritual called “Tenufa” and how is it fulfilled?
2. What was the name given to the individual appointed to administer the registry 

in the Beit HaMikdash?
3. How was the mitzvah of Bikkurim fulfilled?

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!

Look closely at the 
illustration and 
answer the following 
questions: 

1. What was the name 
of this submarine?

2. What was its story?

3. From where did the 
submarine set out 
and to where was it 
headed?

4. How many people 
were on board?

1) This submarine is the Dakar; 2) The Dakar disappeared and sank in the Mediterranean Sea; 3) The 
Dakar set out from England en route to Eretz Yisrael; 4) There were 69 crewmembers on board the Dakar.

Seder Kodashim | Menachot 64 (cont'd.)

(Continued from page 3) ... Here is an example of Mordechai’s brilliance … Rav 
Hisda said: Once, there was a drought in Eretz Yisrael and they did not know from 
where they would be able to harvest barley for the Korban HaOmer. A mute man 
stood, placing one hand on the roof (gahg) of a house and the other hand on a shack 
(tzrif). However, no one understood what that man was trying to say. They brought 
Mordechai to see the man and he immediately asked the people: “Is there a place 
called ‘gaggot tzrifin’ (roofs and shacks) or ‘tzrifin gaggot’ (shacks and roofs)?” It 
turned out there was indeed a place called “gaggot tzrifin” where barley was grown. 
With this information, the Temple authorities were able to prepare the Korban HaOmer.
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