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Explanation
The Talmud prohibits reading the 
names off a written guestlist on 
Shabbat. According to one approach, 
reading the names might be permitted 
if they were engraved on a tablet or 
board rather than written in ink. 

TranslationDaf 150: ִעְנְיֵני חֹול ְנעּות ֵמִעיּסּוק ְבּ  – ִהיָמּ
                 AVOIDING WEEKDAY MATTERS

On Shabbat, weekday matters should generally be avoided. 
However, if one needs to take prompt action regarding a 
mitzvah is concerned, it is permissible to discuss such 
things on Shabbat. For example, it is permissible to 
appeal to a person on Shabbat that they donate money 
to needy individuals after Shabbat. It is also permissible 
on Shabbat for a parent to come to a financial 
agreement with a teacher to study Torah with 
their child after Shabbat.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת שבת דף קמ׳׳ט:
 “ולמאן דאמר שמא יקרא, 

ליחוש שמא ימחוק!
אלא איכא בינייהו 

דחייק אטבלא ואפינקס.”
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Daf 149: ת ַבּ ַשׁ ּבֹונֹות ְבּ ACCOUNTING ON SHABBAT – ֶחְשׁ
              

The sages banned the reading of financial documents on 
Shabbat — for example, pages on which it is written 

who owes a person money, or to whom a person owes 
money. Rambam explains that the sages instituted 
this ruling because they feared that while reading such 
material, a person who discovered an error might, 

without forethought, pick up a writing implement and 
make the correction on Shabbat. 

ולמאן דאמר 

שמא
איכא בינייהו

  

... L’mahn d’amar ... To the person 
                                 who says ...
... She’mah ............. Perhaps
... Ika beineihu ........ There is [a 
                                 practical 
                                 difference]    
                                 between them

From the Talmud 
Seder Moed

MaSechet Shabbat
daf 149

 Daf 151: ת ָבּ ַשׁ  INSTRUCTING A NON-JEW – ֲאִמיָרה ְלגֹוי ְבּ
                  TO DO WORK ON SHABBAT           

According to Torah law, it is permissible on Shabbat for a 
Jew to ask a non-Jew to “do this melachah [labor] on my 

behalf,” given that the Jew is not the person performing 
the melachah (labor prohibited), rather, it is the non-
Jew carrying out the act. Nevertheless, the chachamim 
nonetheless decreed that a Jew is prohibited to ask a 

non-Jew to perform any prohibited labor. In order to 
discourage requests made to non-Jews to do melachot on 

Shabbat, the chachamim ruled that if a non-Jew performed 
a melachah on behalf of a Jew on Shabbat, a Jew was prohibited from deriving 
benefit from that action — even if performance of the melachah was unsolicited. 
For how long is it prohibited for a Jew to benefit from a melachah carried out by a 
non-Jew on Shabbat? Until enough time passed to allow the melachah in question 
to be performed after Shabbat.

Seder Moed | Masechet Shabbat 149–155 | Shabbat Parashat Eikev | 12 – 18 Av (August 2-8)

SPONSORED BY:

TALMUD ISRAELI
Daf Yomi For Us

on your smartphone –
EACH DAY!

Receive the daily daf in your inbox 
and/or your phone via whatsApp and 
join the hundreds of thousands of Jews 
around the world who learn every day! 

SIGN UP NOW
to receive our weekly publication, 

Daf of the Day via e-mail and/or WhatsApp
WWW.TALMUDISRAELI.ORG/SIGNUP

Daf Yomi For Us



2

Seder Moed | Shabbat 152-153

 

 Daf 153: "ר  – ִאיּסּור "ְמַחֵמּ
                   THE PROHIBITION AGAINST DRIVING AN ANIMAL

Mechamer (driving an animal) is one of the issurei Shabbat (Shabbat prohibitions) 
taught at the end of Masechet Shabbat. The Torah commands Jews to ensure that 
the animals they own rest and refrain from doing melachah on Shabbat. It is therefore 
prohibited for a Jew to give an animal they own to a non-Jew to work with on Shabbat.

Interestingly, the issur mechamer applies even to an animal one does not own. It is 
prohibited to place a package on any animal and lead it four amot (85 inches) in reshut 
harabim (public domain).

 Dvar Torah
EIKEV

“V’atah Yisrael, mah Hashem Elokeicha 
sho’el me’emach (Devarim 10:12)?” 
(And now, O Israel, what does Hashem 
your God ask of you?) Rabbi Nachman 
of Breslov explained the question in an 
original manner, focusing on a word 
that seems marginal and of little import: 
“V’atah” (And now.)

Human nature often drives a 
person to try and imagine what would 
happen if s/he was somewhere else, 
or s/he had something s/he does not 
currently possess, and the like. The 
word “V’atah” calls on a person to 
focus and search for the light that leads 
the way to service of God precisely in 
the place we inhabit, in the time, and 
in the reality of life in which one now 
lives. In other words, don’t occupy 
oneself with the subjunctive or with 
the future, dreaming and imagining 
what will happen if ... Rather, focus on 
now and “grab the moment,” carpe 
diem — seize the day. Learn how to 
elevate and improve the present in 
which you live now, and ask yourself: 
What does God require and want from 
me in my present reality?

ל ָרֵא֔ ֙ה ִיְשׂ ְוַעָתּ
יָך  ה ה' ֱא-לֶֹה֔ ָמ֚

ְ֑ך ֵא֖ל ֵמִעָמּ ֹשׁ

Daf 152: י ְטהֹוָרה ִהיא ַתָתּ ִבּ ָנּ ָמה ֶשׁ  ,MY GOD“ – ֱאלַֹקי, ְנָשׁ
                 THE SOUL YOU HAVE PLACED WITHIN ME IS PURE”

Each morning, we thank God: “Elohai, neshamah she’natata be tehorah hi” (My God, 
the soul You have placed within me is pure). God gave each one of us a pure soul. 
It is our responsibility to safeguard that soul by following the Torah’s teachings and 
performing mitzvot. The Talmud presents a beautiful parable that explains the important 
role we with which we have been entrusted concerning the preservation of pure souls.

Once there was a king who distributed fancy royal garments to his 
servants. The wise servants folded the garments, placed them in a box 
for protection, and used the special clothing solely in service of the king. 
The foolish servants, who paid little attention to the consequences of 
their actions, wore the garment to do menial labor. When the time 
came to return the garments to the king, it was clear to whom the 
king would grant a salary and with whom the king would be 
furious. Likewise, the soul entrusted to us by God must be 
safeguarded, eventually to be returned clean and pure.
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Daf 154: ה ֵאין ּבֹו ַמֲעֶשׂ  NEGATIVE PROHIBITION THAT  – ָלאו ֶשׁ
               DOES NOT ENTAIL AND ACTION

A person who erred and mistakenly performed a melachah (one of 39 prohibited labors) 
on Shabbat (e.g., mistakenly lit a fire) was liable to sacrifice a korban chatat (sin offering) at 
the Beit Hamikdash. Rava said that a person who unintentionally violates issur mechamer 
would not offer a korban chatat, because only a person who violated a “lav she’yesh bo 
ma’aseh” (a negative prohibition that entails an action) was liable to sacrifice a korban chatat. 

The mechamer did not act him/herself, rather it was the 
animal who acted, while the mechamer merely directed 
that animal. This makes the mechamer’s violation an 
example of a lav she’ein bo ma’aseh (prohibition that 
does not entail an action). Since a korban chatat is only 
sacrificed over a lav she’yesh bo ma’aseh (prohibition 
that entails an action), the mechamer is not obliged to 
offer a korban.

Daf 155: ָלִבים FEEDING DOGS  – ַהֲאָכַלת ְכּ

Our sages taught that a person should refrain from engaging in stressful activities on 
Shabbat if those activities are non-essential. For that reason, it is prohibited to place 
food in front of birds on the street, since they are able to find sustenance on their own. 
However, it is permissible to give food to dogs, because they have difficulty obtaining food 
without the help of a human.

God has mercy on His creations: Rabbi Yonah said it would behoove us to discern the 
way in which the God created His world and learn from it. Rav Hamnuna said that from 
the nature of God also learn how to show mercy for animals that require our assistance 
and to provide them with food.

QUESTIONS
FOR THE WEEK

1.  Why should a person refrain from 
reading or browsing financial 
documents on Shabbat? 

2. When is it permissible to benefit from 
labor done on Shabbat by a non-Jew 
on behalf of a Jew?

3. What is a “lav she’ein bo ma’aseh”? 

*NOTE
ALL ANSWERS CAN BE FOUND

IN THIS DAF YOMI PUBLICATION

Please email answers
to questions to:

answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
for a chance to win a $50 
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      APRIL
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u  OCTOBER
     2017 ...   Assuta Ashdod 
                            Medical Center Opens

        MAY
u 2017 ...  Mobileye Purchased
                         By Intel 
        

          
        SEPTEMEBER 25
u 2018 .....  Tel Aviv–Jerusalem 
             Rail Line Opens

   

    DECEMBER
u 2018 .....  SodaStream Purchased 
                            By PepsiCo

    MARCH
u 2019 ..... Nvidia Purchased 
                          Mellanox Labs

 
   JANUARY
u 2020 ..... Leviathan Gas Field 
                           Begins Delivery

As we near the end of our current narrative, Israeli history becomes 
current events. The last three years of Israel’s history have been, by 
far, the best financial years in Israel history. Billions of dollars were 
invested in new Israeli start-ups and multinationals bought many of 
Israel’s existing companies for increasingly more enormous sums. 

These past few years 
have also seen the 
US Government 
recognize Jerusalem 
as the capital of Israel, 
and in 2017, the US 
Embassy was finally 
moved to Jerusalem. 

The American 
government also 
recognized Israel’s 
sovereignty over 
the Golan Heights. 

This period has been marked with political uncertainty. Israel 
had three elections, one-after-another. None of these elections 
were decisive, and concluded with the establishment of a unity 
government. Of course, all of this was before COVID-19. 

How Israel copes with the pandemic and the resulting economic 
fallout, remains unknown.

The most eye-popping purchase was Intel’s acquisition of Mobileye 
for $15.3 billion. Other companies purchased in the last several 
years include: Mellanox, Frutarom, and Orbotech — all for 
multi-billion-dollar price tags. Israel has most definitely earned 
its title as the “Start-up Nation.” In addition to all of Israel’s 
start-ups, by the end of 2019, Israel housed R & D centers for 
over 360 of the world’s largest companies.
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