
ick

1

 

Translation

Explanation
Rabbi Akiva describes one of the wonders 
of the creation: Every creature lives in a 
place that is fitting for it and would not be 
better suited to live anywhere else.
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בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר קודשים, מסכת חולין, דף קכ”ז:

“וכשהיה רבי עקיבא מגיע לפסוק   
ה'!  זה היה אומר: מה רבו מעשיך 
לך  ויש  בים,  גדלות  בריות  לך  יש 
בריות גדלות ביבשה. שבים, אילמלי 
עולות ביבשה מיד מתות. שביבשה, 

אילמלי יורדות לים מיד מתות”
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      Daf 124: טוְּמַאת אֹוֶהל –  Ritual Impurity Transmitted Inside,
   Under the Same Roof

Of all the laws of tum’ah v’taharah (ritual purity and impurity), tum’at ha’meht 
(impurity imparted by contact with a corpse) is practically the only law one must 
still be cautious about today. Although all people are ritually unclean and have 
no ability to become ritually clean in the absence of the Red Heifer, it remains 
prohibited for kohanim to come in contact with a corpse.

In the case of tum’at ohel (ritual uncleanliness imparted to items under the same 
roof), a person can become tameh, even if the individual has absolutely no 
physical contact with a corpse.

Tum’at ohel can be imparted in one of 
three ways:

1. When a person is situated above a 
corpse, i.e., bends over to provide cover, 
as if creating a tent over the corpse;
2. When the corpse is situated above 
a live person;
3. When the corpse and the living 
individual are together under one roof, 
which shelters them both.

ים
יבשה

אילמלי

… Yahm … Sea, water
… Ya’ba’sha … Dry land
… Il’ma’lei … If only 
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       Daf 125: טּוְמַאת ֵמת – 
      Ritual Impurity Transmitted By A Corpse

Whoever enters a tent in which a corpse is located thereby becomes tameh 
(ritually unclean). In addition, one who carries a corpse becomes tameh, even if 
that individual did not touch the corpse itself, but rather, lifted the bed on which 
the corpse was lying.



 

   
 This Week In 

Jewish History
Operation Nachshon

On the 26th of Adar in 1948, Operation 
Nachshon, the Haganah’s first major 
offensive, began. Named after Nachshon 
Ben Aminadav, who was the first person to 
jump into the Red Sea when B’nei Yisrael 
escaped slavery in Egypt, this operation 
was planned with the awareness that British 
forces were to leave the area and the future 
Israelis knew that they had to gain control of 
the areas that were designated to be part of 
the Jewish state. 

The Haganah, which was the Jewish 
military before Israel’s independence, 
needed to open the road to Jerusalem, which 
was blockaded by Arabs, to ensure that the 
isolated people of the city had food and 
weapons. Operation Nachshon was part of a 
larger operation called “Plan Dalet”. It began 
in the area of Latrun, with the Haganah taking 
over a number of strategically-located Arab 
villages that blocked the road. The Palmach, 
which were the elite fighting force of the 
Haganah, also participated, thus enabling 
60 trucks of supplies to reach Jerusalem. 

The fighting was fierce and by the end 
of the month, the road to Jerusalem was 
yet again impassible and supplies once 
again could not reach the city. To bypass 
the Arab blockade, Israel eventually built 
an alternative route to Jerusalem called the 
“Burma Road.” 

Operation Nachshon. Photo Source: Ynet.com
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Daf 127: ר ָשׂ Ritual Impurity Of Meat – טּוְמַאת ַהָבּ

When an individual who is tameh (ritually unclean) touches a portion of meat, 
that meat becomes tameh, as a result. Even if the individual only touched the 

edge of the meat portion, the entire piece of meat 
becomes tameh. 

If a piece of meat was cut into two 
portions, but the portions were not 
cut completely and remain somewhat 
connected, is that portion of meat still 
considered one piece? If when one 
picks up the meat, the semi-detached 

portion separates completely, then they 
are not considered a single piece.

      Daf 126: ֶרץ ׁ יַצת ַהֶשּ Eggs Of A Creeping Animal – ֵבּ

Which animals lay eggs? Birds, of course.  But some sheratzim (creeping animals), 
too, lay eggs. Reptiles like the turtle, lizard, and certain snakes also lay eggs.

Do the eggs of these sheratzim also transmit tum’ah (ritual uncleanliness) as 
do the animals themselves? It is obviously prohibited to eat these eggs. The 
question is whether or not anyone who touches these eggs becomes tameh?

The mishnah on this daf maintains that the egg of a sheretz (creeping animal) 
does not transmit tum’ah, because the sheretz itself is closed off and sealed 
inside the shell of the egg and cannot be touched. However, if there is a hole 
in the egg shell, anyone who touches the egg becomes tameh, because in that 
case the tum’ah is released.
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On The Map
of Israel

Latrun

Latrun is the name of a strategic location on 
the road between Tel Aviv and Jerusalem, 
about 10 miles west of the capital. The 
history of the area goes back to Biblical 
times and carries forward to today. Joshua 
defeated the Amorites in the Valley of 
Ayalon beside today’s Latrun and the 
Maccabees later set up their camp here. 

Latrun was the site of a terrible battle 
during the War of Independence and 
many Jewish lives were lost there. Until its 
liberation during the Six-Day War in 1967, 
the area was under Jordanian control. At 
Latrun is the still-standing British fort (that 
was handed over to the Arab Legion by the 
departing British), one of many that were 
built during the time of the British Mandate. 

Today, the Tegart Fort is part of the 
official memorial to fallen soldiers of the 
Israeli Armored Corps, Chayl Shiryon. A 
museum about the history of the corps 
is also on the site. From a distance, one 
can see a tank perched high on what was 
once a water tower on the site. 
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Daf 129: ֵחֶלב  – טּוְמָאה ָנְגָעה ַבּ
                 Ritual Impurity Of Animal Fat

When fat comes in contact with a tameh (ritually impure) item, it is important to 
know whether or not the fat was rendered tameh. To make this determination, 
it must to be clarified whether the owner intended to give the fat to a non-Jew.

Generally, people do not consume fat other than in dire circumstances when 
they have nothing else to eat. A braita (tannaitic text, not included in the Mishnah) 
teaches that in small villages, where food is not lacking, fat is not susceptible 
to tum’ah. The parts of an animal susceptible to tum’ah are only the portions 
people are accustomed to eating. 

However, if a Jew who owns an animal intended to give the fat to a non-Jew to 
eat, by having such intention, the owner makes the fat susceptible to tum’ah — 
because it has been rendered a food item and would be subject to the laws 
regarding food. 

Daf 128: ָבִתים ְצמּוִדים     A Leprous Marking – ֶנַגע ָצַרַעת ְבּ
               Inside Adjacent Houses

How were two adjacent houses constructed with one shared wall? When they 
built two walls adjacent to one another, the builders would place large stones 
under them as a foundation that were the width of the two walls. A different 
side of the same foundation stones were visible from inside each house.

If a leprous marking appeared on the 
stone in one of the houses, the 
entire stone would need to be 
removed, even if a completely 
clean portion the stone was 
part of the neighbor’s wall.  If 
a second leprous marking was 

later found on the stone, it would 
need to be destroyed.  

In a case where destroying the stone is required, is one mandated to destroy 
the portion of the stone that belongs to his neighbor? From the text of Parashat 
Metzora we learn that only the portion of the stone on which the leprous 
marking appeared should be destroyed. The portion of the stone located in the 
neighbor’s home is to be left alone.

LATRUN

JERUSALEM

TEL AVIV-YAFO

Teagart Fort. Photo Source: Wikipedia
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Dvar Torah
Parashat Tazria

Our parasha addresses the skin 
affliction Tza’ra’at and the healing 
process for those suffering from the 
ailment. The Torah places responsibility 
for the care of the Metzora (person 
suffering from Tza'ra'at) in the hands 
of the kohen, not in the hands of a 
medical expert.

Why did the Torah choose the 
kohen to deal with the Metzora rather 
than a doctor who specializes in skin 
diseases? The commentators explain 
that Tza’ra’at was not a natural, 
physical illness, but a special disease 
sent from Heaven, caused by internal 
defects in a person’s soul. External 
blemishes on the body were merely 
the physical signs of the main disease 
which was the Metzora’s spiritual 
failing. Therefore, the best person to 
deal with this affliction was the kohen, 
a man of spirit, and not a doctor, 
who handles the healing of external 
physical diseases.

  

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi publication

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win a $50 Amazon Gift Card!

1. What is the primary topic addressed in the 10th perek of Masechet Chullin, 
    titled “HaZ’roa v’Ha’Lecha’ya’yim”?
2. Do the eggs of sheratzim transmit tum’ah just like the sheretz itself?
3. What are the three ways Tum’at ohel can be transmitted?WW
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 Daf 130: ה הּוָנּ נֹות ַהְכּ Priestly Gifts  – ַמְתּ

The tenth perek (chapter) of Masechet Chullin, titled “HaZ’roa v’Ha’Lecha’ya’yim (the 
foreleg, cheeks, and fourth stomach) begins on this daf. This perek deals with the 
priestly gifts that are set aside for the kohanim from each slaughtered animal.  After 
shechita was completed, the shochet would examine the animal to check whether it 
was kosher, and would then set aside the portions that were to be given as a gift to a 
kohen. The schochet would place the portions to be gifted in a special box.

On one occasion, the special box fell into a huge fire that had been burning in 
the Beit HaMikdash Courtyard, and the meat inside was completely consumed 
by the flames. Is the owner of the meat obligated to compensate the kohanim for 
the lost meat?

On this daf, we learn that the 
owner of the burnt gift is patur 
(exempt) from compensating 
the kohanim, as there is no 
claimant to sue the meat 
owner over the loss.  To any 
kohen who might say to the 
meat owner: “You destroyed 
my meat,” the meat owner 
could reply: “who said you 
would be the one to get that 
meat?”  The meat owner was 

permitted to give the meat to whichever kohen he chose. Therefore, in this case, 
there was no individual kohen who had the standing to sue the meat owner.
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