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Daf 8: ים לּום ִמִסּ ְשׁ טֹור ִמַתּ Tax Exemption  – ְפּ
 
This daf references a letter sent by the Persian King Darius to the governor of the 
province beyond the Euphrates River, warning against collecting taxes under any 
circumstances from the Jewish scholars of Anshe Knesset HaGedolah, “The Great 
Assembly.” The Great Assembly was the group of scholars who led Am Yisrael after 
the Babylonian exile and who lived in an area controlled by King Darius.

According to halacha, there are several types of taxes that are not imposed upon 
talmidei chachamim, Torah scholars— such as taxes designated to finance 
safeguarding the city. If the city’s wall required renovation and a decision was made 
to collect a special tax from all city residents, talmidei chachamim would be exempt 
from paying, and as a result, the remaining residents are required  to pay a little more.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף ז׳: 

“ ׳ֶאְסְפֵרם ֵמחֹול ִיְרּבּון׳– ֶאְסְפֵרם למעשיהם
של צדיקים–מחול ירבון, וקל וחומר: 

ומה חול שמועט–מגן על הים, 
מעשיהם של צדיקים שהם מרובים–

לא כל שכן שמגינים עליהם.” 
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Daf 7: יר ֶאת ָהאֹור ְסִתּ ַמּ יר ֶהָחָדׁש ֶשׁ ֵכִנים ְוַהִקּ ׁ  – ַהְשּ
            The Neighbors and the New Wall that blocks Sunlight

This daf tells the story of a man who built 
a very tall wall in his yard, extremely close 
to his neighbor’s house. The wall was so 
high that it blocked the neighbor’s sunlight. 
The neighbor approached the man and 
demanded he tear down the wall. The man 
who built the wall said: “I will pay to seal off 
your current windows, and open up new 
windows that are high enough so that the 

wall I built will not block your access to sunlight.” But the neighbor with the obstructed 
windows refused, claiming: “When you open up new windows, you will repeatedly hit 
the wall with a hammer and that beating of the hammer could weaken the entire wall 
from the portion above the new windows up to the roof.” The neighbor who built the 
wall said: “Then, we’ll break down the wall, from the height of the new windows up to 
the ceiling, and replace it with a new wall.” However, the neighbor with the obstructed 
windows did not agree, claiming that the old and new portions of wall would not 
connect well together. The neighbor who built the wall then said: “We’ll break down 
your entire wall and build a new one!” The window owner replied: “But one new wall 
will not fit in well with the remaining old walls.” So the neighbor who built the backyard 
wall said: “I am prepared to tear down your entire house and build a new house for 
you— and I will rent an apartment for you to live in now, in the meantime.” But the 
neighbor with the obstructed windows refused again, claiming he did not want the 
hassle of moving homes. Who is in the right? The Talmud states that all the claims of 
the neighbor with the obstructed windows are justified! THE EDUCATIONAL DIRECTOR

& EDITOR OF TALMUD ISRAELI
IS VISITING AMERICA!

JAN. 30 – FEB. 16, 2017
We are honored to have 
renowned Israeli rabbi, educator 
and writer, Avi Rath, the 
educational director and editor of 
Talmud Israeli, visiting America. 
His words of wisdom are the heart 
of the Daf Yomi for US project. 
Please let us know if you would 
like to meet Rabbi Rath and have 
him visit your institution.

Explanation
The Talmud asks: What is the meaning of the 
pasuk: “Were I to count them, they would 
outnumber the grains of sand?” (Tehilim 
139:18). If the intention was to imply there 
are more tzadikim than grains of sand — that 
is impossible. Rather, this means that the 
actions of tzadikim protect them, as the sand 
protects the land from the sea.

... L’ma’an  ...... To Whom?

... Challah ....... Sand

... Nefishi ....... Numerous, many

 למאן? 
חלא

נפישי

Translation
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Daf 9: ָדָקה     The Value of Tzedakah – ַמֲעַלת ַהְצּ

The Talmud deals extensively with the mitzvah 
of tzedakah* and teaches halachot pertaining 
to charity overseers — e.g., how collected 
money should be treated, to whom the money 
should be distributed, how much money 
should be given to each needy person, etc. 
Halacha mandates that even a pauper, who 
generally is exempt from giving tzedakah, 
must try to give at least 1/3 of a shekel (10 
cents) per year. The Talmud adds that an 
individual who motivates others to donate 
tzedakah merits a large reward, even greater 
than that of those who give the tzedakah. On 
this daf we learn an important detail about 

giving tzedakah: During the time of the Beit HaMikdash, a person could bring 
an offering in order to atone for their transgressions. Since the destruction of 
the Beit HaMikdash, a person can donate tzedakah and it is considered as if 
that individual sacrificed an offering.

*The mitzvah of tzedakah is the commandment or obligation to 
give righteously, and is associated with doing justice, tzedek (the 
quality of being fair, moral, or correct.) This is in contrast to giving 
charity, a voluntary act or donation to help those in need.

Made in Israel

Daf 10: ע The Evil Quintus Tineius Rufus  – טֹוְרנוְּסרֹופוּס ָהָרָשׁ

Chazal referred to one of the Roman leaders by the unflattering name “The 
Evil Quintus Tineius Rufus.” After serving for several years in a senior position 
in the Roman Empire, Tineius Rufus was appointed “Commissioner of Judea,” 
ruler of the Judean region of Eretz Yisrael.  After the destruction of the Beit 
HaMikdash, remnants of the sanctuary building still stood on the mound of 
the Temple Mount. Tineius Rufus ordered the entire area of Har HaBayit to be 
plowed over, so that not even a memory of the Beit HaMikdash would remain. 
Following Rabbi Akiva’s violation of the Roman decree by gathering together 
large groups for the purpose of Torah study, the Romans decided to put Rabbi 
Akiva to death in a most cruel manner. The evil Tineius Rufus was the one who 
carried out the horrible murder. This daf shares the dialogue the evil Tineius 
Rufus conducted with Rabbi Akiva about the 
mitzvah of tzedakah, during which Rabbi Akiva 
explained that giving tzedakah is a great privilege 
and that God dearly wants us to be good to the 
poor and to assist them.

     RESPeRATE
        by InterCure

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention, 
approximately 75 million American 
adults have high blood pressure –  1 
of every 3 adults! Unfortunately, only 
about half of those with high blood 
pressure have their condition under 
control. And while health takes 
precedence over finances, high 
blood pressure costs Americans 
over $46 billion annually! 

Luckily, Israeli scientists have 
come to the rescue! InterCure 
says RESPeRATE is the first non-
prescription device proven to lower 
blood pressure. The computerized 
musical device, which is small and 
portable, promotes slow and deep 
breathing. RESPeRATE uses chest 
sensors to measure breathing and 
then creates specific melodies to 
help synchronize breathing.

In a study done by InterCure, those 
who used RESPeRATE frequently and 
for longer periods of time achieved the 
best results. RESPeRATE costs about 
$300 (US) and is available online. 

Thank you Israeli scientists 
for developing a product that can 
help so many people world-wide 
breathe a little easier! 

Photo Source: RESPeRATE.com
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Daf 11:  ק ר ְלַחֵלּ ִאי ֶאְפָשׁ  – ָחֵצר ֶשׁ
               A Courtyard That Cannot Be Divided 

                                    
Two partners jointly owned a courtyard. The 
pair decided to end their partnership and divide 
the property. They measured the area and each 
owner received half.  But, what should be done 
if one partner wants to end the partnership and 
his associate refuses to do so? In most cases, 
each owner is entitled to force their partner to 
divide the property evenly. However, if they 
share joint ownership of a very small courtyard, 
the second partner could contend that if they 

split the property, each owner would be left with such a tiny portion of land that 
would be almost worthless, because it would be practically impossible to use. 
In such a case, the partner is correct and has the right of refusal to sell. This 
type of courtyard is called a “Chatzer she’ayn bah din chalukah”— a courtyard 
that no associate can be forced to divide.

Daf Yomi For US

בס"ד

      Aliyat HaNoar

On the 3rd of Shevat in 1933, 
Aliyat Ha’Noar (Youth Aliyah) was 
founded by the Zionist Rebbetzin 
Recha Freier in Berlin, German 
on the same day Hitler, yimach 
shemo, took power. The purpose 
of the organization was to protect 
German youth from the Nazis by 
sending them to Eretz Yisrael and 
Great Britain.

By the beginning of World 
War II, over 5,000 youth had 
been resettled and were receiving 
training in kibbutzim and youth 
villages based on Zionist ideology. 
During and following the war, over 
25,000 more children were sent to 
Eretz Yisrael. Under the leadership 
of Henrietta Szold, the American 
Zionist leader and founder 
of Hadassah, Aliyat Ha’Noar 
established youth villages for huge 
numbers of kids who arrived in 
Eretz Yisrael.

Today, Aliyat Ha’Noar is still 
helping youth in need and to date, 
over 300,000 Israelis are alumni of 
the organization. 

Daf 12: ֶנְחְסָמה ֶרְך ֶשׁ The Pathway That Was Blocked  – ַהֶדּ

A small village suffered from a series of thefts. 
A plow was stolen.  Then a milk cow was taken. 
Another time, an entire flock of sheep was 
snatched. The people of the village decided to 
hold a meeting to determine what to do about 
the problem. Various suggestions were offered 
at the meeting, and in the end, a proposal was 
accepted to place gates at the central walkway 
that cuts across the village, from side-to-side — 

and to only provide gate keys to village residents, so that no thieves would be able 
to get in. The head of the village asked all of the residents whether they agreed. 
When the decision was accepted, the diligent village residents put up heavy fences 
on both sides of the road. They all thought this was the end of their problem. But, the 
following day, a representative of the nearby city, came and said: For years we have 
been accustomed to taking a shortcut using your road. Based on what authority 
are you blocking off this passage? The people of the village answered: From now 
on, you will need to use the bypass road, even if you need to travel a little longer, 
since the road inside our village is our road and our road alone — and you can not 
force us to remove the gates. Eventually, it was decided that representatives of 
the village and city would ask a rabbi who was correct. The rabbi told them that 
in Masechet Bava Batra, daf 12, we learn that if there is a path or road that, over a 
lengthy period, many people have been accustomed to traversing, it is their right to 
continue using it and no one has the right to block free passage.

The first German Youth-Aliyah group
walking to Kibbutz Ein Harod. February 1934.

Photo Source: Zionist Archive. 

This Week
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

Daf 13:  ּגֹוד אֹו ִאּגּוד –  You Buy, Or I'll Buy

On daf 11 we learned about a “chatzer she’ayn ba din chaluka.” If an 
owner of a jointly owned small courtyard wants to void the partnership 
and divide the property in two, that owner cannot force the other 
partner to agree to the split. On this daf we learn that according to the 
approach of one of the Amoraim, Rav Yehuda, there is a guaranteed 
method for an owner of a jointly owned courtyard to disband the 
partnership. One partner can turn to his/her associate and say: “If 
you don’t want to divide the courtyard, that’s fine. Let’s decide how 
much the courtyard is worth, and if you want, you can purchase my 
portion from me — and if you are not interested, I will purchase your 
portion from you. Regardless, I no longer agree to remain partners.” 
According to the law, the partner is obligated to choose one of the 
two options above. This halacha is called “Gohd oh Egud.” The word 

‘gohd’ means to cut or chop in Aramaic. 
For example, to chop a tree, is “gohdu 
E’lana” in Aramaic. This sometimes refers 
to “cutting a price,” or setting a value. In 
our case, one partner says to his associate: 
“Decide: ‘You buy,’ (set the sum based on 
which I will sell you my portion) or ‘I’ll buy,’ 
(I will stipulate the sum based on which I 
will sell you my portion.)”

After Pharoah promised to release Israel during 
the plague of the locusts, Moshe prayed to 
HaShem, and a strong wind blew away all of 
the locusts in Egypt and hurled them into the 
Red Sea: “Pharoah hastily summoned Moshe 
and Aharon. ‘I have committed a crime,' he 
said, 'both to your God and to you. Forgive 
my offense now, just this one more time. Pray 
to your God! Just take this death away from 
me!' And Moshe left Pharoah’s presence and 
prayed to God. God turned the wind around, 
transforming it into a very strong wind from the 
sea, which carried away the locusts, plunging 
them into the Red Sea. Not a single locust 
remained within all of Egypt’s borders.” On this 
passage, the commentators ask: Why didn’t 
the locusts in Egypt die, the same way the frogs 
in the plague of frogs died?

Answer:  If the locusts died in Egypt, the 
Egyptians could eat them, and HaShem did not 
want to allow them any benefit from the plague. 
In contrast, the frogs that died rotted and stank, 
and no one could eat them. 

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. How is the halacha “Gohd v'Egod” implemented?
2. From which mitzvah is even a poor person not 
   exempt?
3. Which type of courtyard is a “Chatzer she'ayn
    bah din chalukah?”


