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סבר לה

כ ...

Translation

Explanation
And for Totafot (ornaments) between 
your eyes” (Shemot 13:16). From 
the word “Totafot,” Rabbi Akiva 
interpreted that the Tefillin Shel Rosh 
(tefillin worn on the head) require four 
batim (compartments) in the tefillin 
box, as the meaning of the word “Tot” 
in Coptic means two and “fot” in Afriki 
means two, which together equal four.

Daf 38  ס ֶאת ָהַאְבֵנט ֵהן ְמַכֵבּ   – ַהֹכּ
               Washing the Priestly Sash

Upon the slaughter of a korban chatat (sin offering), the 
officiating kohen received the blood of the korban in a 
service vessel and proceeded to the mizbe’ach (altar) 
to sprinkle the blood onto it. Occasionally, incidental 
contact without someone else in the Courtyard, caused 
the kohen to inadvertently spill some of the blood he was 
carrying onto his avnet (priestly sash). Regarding korban 
chatat, the Torah stipulates in Sefer VaYikra (the Book 
of Leviticus) that if a piece of clothing had blood from a 
korban spill on it before such blood had been sprinkled 
onto the mizbe’ach, the bloodied piece of clothing must 
be washed thoroughly.
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      Daf 37: ֵהָמה כֹור ְבּ First Born Animals – ְבּ

The Torah mandates that the bechorim (first born) of kosher species of 
animals belong to the kohanim. After such an animal was born, the 
owner of the bechor was obligated to turn that animal over to the kohen.

What does the kohen do with the bechor? If the bechor was tamim 
(whole, without any blemishes), then the kohen would sacrifice 

the animal as a korban (offering) and eat a portion of its meat. If the 
bechor had a moom (blemish) and thus could not be brought as 
a korban, the kohen was able to eat the meat of the entire animal.

The halacha pertaining to the bechor is unique in Torah law. Tosfot explains how a 
bechor differs from other types of sacrifices. Ordinarily, if a sacrificial animal develops 
a blemish it must be redeemed. The redemption money is then used to purchase an 
alternate animal to sacrifice in place of the imperfect animal. However, in the case of 
a bechor, the blemished animal itself remains in the possession of the kohen.

... Savar Lah ... Thought it, held the 
                        same opinion as
... Keh … (Rabbi Akiva) like, same as ...
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תשע״א/2011
Dan Schechtman
Wins Nobel Prize

Twelve Israelis have won the Nobel 
Prize, which is the world’s most 
highly respected award. In 2011,  
Israeli scientist Dan Shectman 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in 
chemistry for his discovery of 
quasiperiodic crystals. 

Born in 1941 in Tel Aviv, 
Shechtman received his bachelors, 
masters and Ph.D. degrees from 
the Technion in Haifa. Prior to 
winning the Nobel, Shechtman 
was awarded many other prizes 
for his work.

The fact that there have been 
12 Israelis awarded the Nobel Prize is 
quite an outstanding achievement, as 
Israel is the 100th smallest country in 
the world. Since Israel’s independence, 
Israel has won the second-most Nobel 
Prizes, per capita. While the Jewish 
people are only 0.2% of the world 
population, Jews have been awarded 
22% of Nobel Prizes in the world! 

Israeli History
שנה למדינת ישראל ISRAEL@
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Daf 39: י ְנֶחְמָיה Rabbi Nechemiah – ַרִבּ

Rabbi Nechemiah was among 
the sages of Israel who gathered 
1,900 years ago after the failed 
Bar Kochba Rebellion against 
Rome. Those sages were: 
Rabbi Yehudah, Rabbi Meir, 
Rabbi Yossi, Rabbi Shimon 
Ben Yochai, Rabbi Eliezer son 
of Rabbi Yossi HaG’lili, Rabbi 
Eliezer Ben Ya’akov and Rabbi 
Nechmiah. Together, these 
Sages established a center 
for Torah learning in Usha 
(in the Upper Galilee). They 
announced that any person 

who had studied, as well as anyone who had not yet studied but wanted to do so, 
should come to Usha to learn Torah. This is why so many Chachamim gathered 
together in Usha to learn Torah. Usha was in the Galilee. After the Great Sanhedrin 
was exiled from Jerusalem, one of the places where it reconvened was Usha. The 
decrees ruled by the Sanhedrin in Usha are known as “Takanot Usha,” which are 
cited several times in the Talmud.
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Daf 40: ׁש ְקָדּ  – ֲהָלכֹות ְלֵבית ַהִמּ
                 Halachot Regarding the Beit HaMikdash

There are two halachot connected 
to the Beit HaMikash on this daf.

Halacha #1: On Yom Kippur, the 
Kohen Gadol was commanded to 
sprinkle blood from both a bull and 
a goat on the golden miz’be’ach 
(altar). However, if the ceiling of 
the Heichal (Sanctuary) of the Beit 
HaMikdash or of the Ohel Mo’ed 

(Tent of Meeting) were to collapse — then, the kohen was to refrain from 
sprinkling the blood.

Halacha #2: While the kohen sprinkled the blood of a korban onto the 
miz’be’ach, it was required that there be a sufficient quantity of blood in the 
receptacle he was holding for the kohen to be able to dip his finger into it.  It 
would be insufficient if there was merely enough blood for him to moisten his 
finger. This scenario could easily come to pass if a significant percentage of the 
blood had accidently spilled.  

Dan Schectman. Photo Source: Wikipedia.nl
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Daf 42: יּפּוִרים יֹום ַהִכּ דֹול ְבּ ֵהן ַהָגּ  – ֲעבֹוַדת ַהֹכּ
             The Service of the Kohen Gadol on Yom Kippur

A bull and a goat are among the korbanot (offerings) brought by the Kohen Gadol 
on Yom Kippur. The Talmud asks: How many times was the Kohen Gadol required 
to sprinkle blood on Yom Kippur?

Answer: The kohen entered the Kodesh HaKodashim with the bull’s blood and 
sprinkles between the staves of the Ark eight times. The kohen would 
exit the Kodesh HaKodashim and leave the vessel with the remaining 
blood inside the Heichal (Sanctuary). After exiting the Heichal, the 
kohen would sacrifice the goat and return to the Kodesh HaKodashim 
to sprinkle the goat’s blood eight times between the staves of the 
Ark. The kohen would go out from the Kodesh HaKodashim and 
again leave the vessel with the remaining blood in the Heichal. 

Next, the kohen would once again take the bull’s blood, stand 
in the Heichal and sprinkle the bull’s blood eight times in the 
direction of the parochet (curtain) of the Kodesh HaKodashim. 
After that, the kohen would sprinkle the goat’s blood eight times 
in the direction of the parochet. Then, the kohen would 
mix the blood of the bull with the blood of the goat 
together in one vessel and sprinkle the mixture on 
the golden miz’be’ach four times, once on each 
horn. Finally, the kohen would sprinkle blood another 
seven times on top of the gold miz’be’ach. 

Made In Israel

The Israeli Dairy Industry
Israeli dairy products are known for 
their superb taste. The Israeli Milky, 
cottage cheese, chocolate milk, and 
milk chocolate are so delicious that 
they are considered to be highly 
desirable and distinctive. According 
to the Dairy Board, there are about 
800 varieties of dairy products on 
supermarket shelves in Israel! All 
this success is due to Israel’s award 
winning cows!

Israel boasts 125,000 cows 
in 824 dairies, with each cow 
producing about 3,000 gallons of 
milk annually.  Delegations from 
around the world visit the Volcani 
Center in Bet Dagan, a government 
run institute, which researches the 
agriculture industry to learn about 
Israel’s dairy industry. 

The dairy industry really took off 
in the decades after independence, 
when immigration to Israel  led to a 
surge in milk and dairy products to 
meet the needs of its new citizens. 

Thank you, Israeli farmers for 
treating the country’s amazing 
cows so well and producing so 
many delicious treats! 

      Daf 41: ם ִמְצָוה             For the Sake of the Mitzvah  – ְלֵשׁ
                    

Masechet Zevachim repeatedly 
deals with the necessity of 

sacrificing each korban 
(offering) “lishmo” (for 
their specified purpose) 

— meaning, an animal 
designated as a Korban Olah was required 

to be offered as a Korban Olah, and not as a 
different type of korban. There are 

other mitzvot for which the same 
law applies — e.g., the mitzvah 
of “Tzitzit”. The strings of the Tzitzit must be spun and 
attached to the corners of a garment “leshem Mitzvah 
Tzitzit”, for the sake of performing the mitzvah of Tzitzit. 
The same is true of fulfilling the mitzvah of Matzah during 
Pesach — matzot must be baked with the intention of 

observing the mitzvah of Matzah.

Israeli cows. Israel is a world leader in milking 
technology. Photo Source: itrade.gov.il
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Dvar Torah for 
the Shabbat Table

In this week’s parasha, the 
commandment appears for 
kohanim to bless Israel with their 
special blessing: 

“And God spoke to Moses, saying: 
Talk to Aaron and his sons — This 
is how you shall bless the people 
of Israel. Say to them: HaShem 
will bless you and protect you! 
HaShem will deal kindly and 
graciously with you! HaShem will 
bestow His favor upon you and 
grant you peace!” Afterwards, it 
will be said that “my name has 
been linked with B’nai Yisrael.”

The commentators ask: To 
whom does the final words 
“V’ani avarchem” (and I will bless 
them) refer? Rashi provides 
two interpretations. 1) “V’ani 
avarchem” refers to B’nai Yisrael 
—meaning that God affirms the 
blessing of the kohanim. 2) “V’ani 
avarchem” refers to the kohanim — 
that through their blessing of B’nai 
Yisrael, the kohanim will in turn 
merit being blessed by HaShem.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to answers@talmudisraeli.co.il
 for a chance to win an iPad mini!
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1. What did Chazal learn from the verse — “And HaShem spoke to Aaron: Behold, I 
hereby give you charge of My gift (consecrated portion), all the sacred donations of 
the Israelites; I grant them to you for distinction and to your children for all eternity”?

2. What should be done with a ritually pure firstborn animal?
3. Where did the Sanhedrin sit and what did they do there?

 Daf 43: ַח ְזֵבּ הוְּעָלה ַעל ַהִמּ יּגוּל ֶשׁ    – ַהִפּ
               Eating A Korban at the Incorrect Time

A kohen who performed a particular aspect of the korban with thoughts considered 
“piggul” (repulsive) rendered that korban as unfit. How so? If at the time the kohen 
sprinkled the blood of the korban, he stated: “I intend to eat this korban outside of 
Jerusalem,” that meant he has thoughts of eating the meat of the korban outside 
the officially designated time and place. This incorrect thought disqualifies the 
korban.

Suppose that in the case noted above, amidst the commotion, no one noticed that 
another kohen had entered the Beit HaMikdash who was completely unaware of 
the first kohen’s unacceptable remarks. When the kohen who just arrived noticed 
that sacrificial meat was ready to be placed on the altar, he did so. Within just a 
few minutes, the other kohanim all realized what had happened and they asked: 
“Who knows what happened to the korban that became “piggul”? And that is 
when the kohanim realized that the disqualified meat was on the mizbe’ach. In 
such an instance, there is a special halacha stipulating that if the fire has already 
taken hold of the meat— then the korban reverts back to being a kosher korban.


