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From the talmud 
Daf Yomi for Pesach

masechet  Pesachim  daf 2

The first Mishnah in Masechet Pesachim 
states: “On the evening of the 14th [of 
Nissan] we check for chametz [leavened 
grain products] by candlelight.” A question 
was asked: How can merely one candle 
provide sufficient illumination to locate all of 
the chametz? Chazal responded with this story: 
Once there was a king who decided to hand over the 
throne and control of the kingdom to one of his three 
sons. Since the wise king loved all his sons deeply, 
he devised a contest to decide which one would be 
worthy to rule the kingdom. He gathered his sons 
together and explained that they would each be 
allotted one empty room and whichever son was 
able to fill that room most completely — in 24 hours 
— would become the new king.

The oldest son got up early in 
the morning and began filling his 
room with stones. He hauled many 

boulders and sweated all day long. At the end of 
the day, he was fairly certain he would 
win the competition and become the 
new king. The middle son was sure 
he had a much better plan in mind. 
He spent the day filling his room with feathers. He 
was convinced he would win the competition. The 
youngest son spent most of the day relaxing under 
a tree. The two older bothers made fun of their 
youngest sibling, calling him lazy and foolish.

At sundown, the king and the brothers stood 
in front of the three rooms in order to judge who 
had won. The boulders in the oldest son’s room 
filled most of the room, but the room was not as full 
as the middle son’s room filled with feathers.

Last, they approached the room of the 
youngest son. The two brothers snickered as the 
youngest prince entered his dark room, placed 
a candle in the center. When he lit that one small 

candle, it filled every crevice of the 
room with light. The king and the 
two older brothers immediately 
knew the younger brother deserved 
to be the new king.

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר מועד, מסכת פסחים, דף ב׳: 

“אֹור ְלַאְרָּבָעה ָעָׂשר, ּבֹוְדִקין ֶאת 
ֶהָחֵמץ ְלאֹור ַהּנֵר”
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בס"ד

Why do we drink precisely four cups of wine
on the Seder night? 

Chazal, our Sages, gave several reasonable explanations:

Rabbi Yochanan said in the name of Rabbi Benayah: The four cups allude to the 
four expressions of redemption that God detailed when He spoke to Moshe: 
“v’Hotzeiti” (and I will bring you out); “v’Hitzalti” (and I will save you); “v’Ga’alti” 
(and I will redeem you); “v’Lakachti” (and I will take you). 

Rabbi Yehoshua Ben Levi said: The four cups refer to the four times the word 
“cup” is mentioned in the dream Yosef interpreted for Pharaoh’s chief cup-
bearer, and based upon which Yosef was redeemed and released from prison.

Rabbi Levi said: The four cups relate to each of the Kingdoms under which 
Israel was enslaved over the generations — that is, Babylonia, Persia, Greece 
and Rome — asserting that just as we were delivered out of Egypt, we were 
also redeemed in these cases.

Chachamim stated that the obligatory cups of wine at the Seder point to the 
four cups of Divine retribution that God will give haters of Israel to drink as 
punishment in the future.

A Sampling of 
Pesach traditions 
around the world

A highlight of many seders is 
the chance to eat charoset 

(the sweet mixture of apple, nuts, 
cinnamon, and dates, which is meant 
to remind us of the mortar the Israelites 
used for building while they were slaves 
in Egypt).  Jews in Gibraltar add their own 
twist, including small amount of actual 
brick dust in their charoset. 

Persian and Afghani Jews are 
known to have the custom 
of seder guests hitting 

each other on the shoulder, as they sing 
“Dayeinu”, as a reminder of the Egyptian 
task masters whipping the slaves.

Syrian Jews have a tradition 
of placing matzah in a special 
backpack and asking the 
following questions: “What 

are you carrying? (ALL ANSWER: MATZAH); 
where are you are you coming from? (ALL 
ANSWER: EGYPT) and where are you going 
to? (ALL ANSWER: JERUSALEM)”.

Jews from Hungary enjoy 
bringing a lot of jewelry to 
decorate their seder table. The 

‘bling’ is meant as a reminder of the precious 
metals the Egyptians gave to the Israelites to 
speed their exodus out of Egypt.

Turkish Jews recite a verse in 
Arabic while holding a sprig of 
parsley. With each word they 
face another person and cross 

the parsley from one shoulder to the other. 
At the end of the verse, they each give each 
other a blessing for the year ahead, specific 
to what is happening in their respective lives. 
This continues until every person has given 
a blessing to every other seder participant.
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There are some who interpreted the above-mentioned gathering of sages as more 
than merely a shared Pesach Seder, but rather as a meeting to discuss how to fight 
against the Romans and participate in Bar Kochba’s revolt — which took place 
during that same period. They convened in the home of Rabbi Akiva, who was a 
Bar Kochba supporter and one of the leaders of the revolt. The Chachamim were 
occupied recalling the Exodus from Egypt that entire evening, while contemplating 
how they would fight. The Chachamim continued their discussion until their students 
came, informing them: “It’s time to recite the morning-time Shema.” 

“A Tale of Rabbi Eliezer, Rabbi Yehoshua, Rabbi 
Elazar ben Azariya, Rabbi Akiva, and Rabbi Tarfon, 
who were reclining in the city of B’nei Brak.” 

“Know well that your offspring shall be strangers in a land that is not their own, 
and they shall be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years; but I will execute 
judgment on the nation they shall serve, and in the end they shall go free with great 
wealth” (Breisheet 15:13-14). 

If it was God’s will that the Egyptians enslave Israel, then why does God punish 
them for doing so afterward? If they were indeed fulfilling God’s will, why do they 
deserve to be punished? Ramban answered that the punishment received by the 
Egyptians was not handed down for their enslavement of Israel, but rather, for how 
terribly they treated the slaves. They brutally tortured B’nai Yisrael. They abused 
them and threw their infants into the Nile. These actions went far beyond what God 
had decreed, and therefore, they deserved punishment.

God made the following promise to Avraham 
in the Brit Ben HaB'tarim Covenant: 

   
The AFIKOMAN

“Afikoman” comes from the Greek 
(epikomen), meaning, dessert of 
the feast, or “that which comes 
after.” The Mishnah teaches: 
“Ayn maftirin achar haPesach 
afikoman,” In other words, after 
eating the Korban Pesach, one 
should not eat anything, so that 
the taste of the Pesach offering 
remains in one’s mouth.

IN EVERY
GENERATION

each Jew is obligated to see him or herself
as if s/he personally went out of Egypt

ָכל ְבּ
ּדֹור ָודֹור 

ַחָיּב ָאָדם ִלְראֹות ֶאת ַעְצמֹו 
ְצָרִים ִאיּלּו הּוא ָיָצא ִמִמּ ְכּ
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Rabbi Yehudah noted that the acronym for the ten plagues was D’TZACH ADASH 
B’ACHAV.  Why did he offer this mnemonic device? Is it difficult to remember the 
plagues without such assistance? He wanted to teach us that the plagues can be 
divided into three different grouping: 

Rabbi Yehudah has a mnemonic device for the plagues:

between the Chachamim (the Sages) in which each Chacham tries to increase 
the number of plagues that God brought upon the Egyptians. Why did the various 
Chachamim attempt to prove there were an increasing number of plagues in 
Egypt? The Vilna Gaon posited an answer. In Sefer Shemot (Exodus 15:26), God 
promises Am Yisrael — “Every illness I afflicted up Egypt, I will not place upon 
you, because I am God, your healer.” The Chachamim attempted to increase the 
number of plagues and diseases that took place in Egypt, to spare Am Yisrael 
from those very sicknesses.

“Keneged arba’ah banim dibberah 
Torah” (The Torah teaches us lessons 
corresponding to four children): echad 
chacham (one wise); ve’echad rasha  
(one wicked); echad tam (one simple); 
ve’echad she’eino yodea lish’ol (and one 
who doesn’t know how to ask).

The Midrash continues by quoting 
those questions recorded in the Torah 
from the four passages in which a father 
answers his child. The various types of 
children do not ask the same question.  
The question attributed to the wise son 
is about the meaning and substance of 
all the laws of the Torah as commanded 
to our people by Hashem. The question 
attributed to the wicked son is about 
the relevance of the Korban Pesach 
(Passover offering).  The query asked 
by the simple son relates to kedushat 
habechor (holiness of the firstborn).  The 
final question, which is actually not a 
question at all but mere silence, assigned 
to the child who doesn’t know how to 
ask, is in reference to the obligation to eat 
matzah and the ban on eating chametz.

These different verses were 
combined together as questions 
and answers to teach us another 
important lesson “k’daat ha’ben, aviv 
m’lamdo.” Each child must be taught 
in a manner appropriate to that child’s 
intellectual capacity, always respectful 
of the individual’s level and ability (see 
Mesechet Pesachim — 10th chapter). 
In that way, we can fulfill the mitzvah of 
“bechol dor va’dor chayav adam lirot et 
atzmo ke’ilu hu yatzah mimitzrayim” (in 
each generation a person is obligated to 
see him or herself as if s/he personally 
went out of Egypt).

The first category of plagues (blood, frogs and lice) come up from 
underground and strike the water and the earth’s soil. 

The second grouping of plagues (flying insects, cattle disease and boils) affect 
the face of the earth, harming humans and the cattle that roam the land. 

The third grouping of plagues (hail, locusts, darkness and smiting of the first-born) 
rain down from the heavens. 

In this manner, God showed the Egyptians that He controls the entire 
world — the earth and water, humans and animals, as well as the things 

that fall from the sky.

In the Haggadah there is a sort of “competition”
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ָעה ָבִנים  ֶנֶגד ַאְרָבּ ְכּ
ָרה ּתֹוָרה ְבּ ִדּ
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ַוַיַעׂש 
ֶהָחג 

Translation

Explanation
The Talmud presents the verse 
(I Kings 8:65) describing of the 
Temple dedication in the time of 
King Solomon, for which the entire 
people of Israel gathered, from the 
entrance of Hamat in the North to 
the stream of Egypt in the South.

Daf 2:  ֶכת הֹוָריֹות   – ַמֶסּ
             Masechet Horayot

Masechet Horayot is one of the shortest masechtot in the Babylonian Talmud; 
consisting of only 14 dapim. In truth, Horayot is only about one third shorter 
than Masechet Makkot (24 folio pages). But, because there is almost no Tosafot 
commentary on Masechet Horayot, the Gemara text is spread across nearly the 
entire printed page, leading to a greatly reduced number of dapim.

Masechet Horayot was given its name because it deals with, among other things, 
errant halachic instructions given by a Beit Din, which lead to the unintentional violation 
of Torah prohibitions. The tractate offers guidance about how to atone in such cases. 
Masechet Horayot also addresses the laws governing korbanot chatat (sin offerings).

From the talmud 
Seder NezikiN

MaSechet  horayot
   daf 3

בס"ד

מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת הוריות, דף ג’:

ֶאת  ַהִהיא  ָבֵעת  ְשֹלמֹה  “ַוַיַעׂש   
ָגדֹול  ָקָהל  ִעּמֹו  ִיְׂשָרֵאל  ְוָכל  ֶהָחג 

ִמְלבֹוא ֲחָמת ַעד ַנַחל ִמְצַרִים”

Daf  Yomi For  US
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      Daf 76: ל ָנְכִרי ין ֶשׁ ִכּ Food Utensils Of A Non-Jew  – ַסּ

On the last page of Masechet Avodah Zarah we learn an interesting halacha. 
Previously, we learned that one may not utilize food utensils 
previously used by a non-Jew to prepare hot foods, since 
those utensils have absorbed forbidden flavors.

The Mishnah states that it is permissible to use a knife 
previously used by a non-Jew to cut cold foods, if one 
polishes it repeatedly using a blacksmith’s stone in order to 
loosen any food that remained stuck to it. The Gemara 
adds one also needs to plunge the knife into the 
ground ten times. Thrusting the knife into the 
ground removes any remaining food from 
the knife, assuring its absolute cleanliness.

The cleaning process described above 
still does not permit use of the knife for 
hot food, because forbidden flavors are 
still absorbed in the knife. The distinction 
between a hot food item and a cold 
food item is simple: Heat brings out the 
flavor absorbed in the knife; flavor which is 
prohibited. Therefore, until that knife is purged 
over fire, it may only be used to cut cold foods.

.... Va’ya’ahs ... made, observed

.... HeChag ... The Feast, celebration

Seder Nezikin | Avodah Zarah 76 — Horayot 7 | Shabbat Pesach II 16-22 Nissan  (1-7 April)

ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is an innovative 
educational program that began in 
Israel and quickly earned widespread 
support and approval from Israel’s 
Ministry of Education. Talmud Israeli 
combines the study of Talmud with 
Torah, modern Jewish history and 
Israeli history. We strive to grant 
learners tools that strengthen Jewish 
identity and connections to Israel and 
the Jewish people. Talmud Israeli 
brings the teachings of our sages to 
learners of all ages. As we approach 
the 70th anniversary of Israel’s 
independence, Talmud Israeli has 
added a featured section that gives 
readers a comprehensive picture of 
Israel’s history. Please contact us to 
sign up for Talmud Israeli for your 

school or synagogue!
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Seder Nezikin | Horayot 3-4
בס"ד

Daf 4: ְכָחה ְלָטעוּת ין ִשׁ ל ֵבּ      The Difference Between – ַהֶהְבֵדּ
             Being Forgetful And Making A Mistake

On the previous daf we learned that if a Beit Din issued a ruling giving permission 
to violate a certain issur (prohibition), and majority of Jews violated the prohibition 
based on the court’s instruction — those violators are patur (exempt) from having 
to bring a korban (offering).

On this daf, we will learn another important detail of that halacha. If the court 
announces, for example, that thenceforth it is not necessary to keep Shabbat, 
that would not be considered a ta’oot (mistake). Rather, it would indicate the 
Beit Din had forgotten an explicit Torah verse (i.e., that it is necessary to observe 
Shabbat). An individual who, based on the court’s ruling, did not observe 
Shabbat, is chayav (obligated) to offer a korban chatat. Only someone who 
violates an issur because of a mistaken ruling of a Beit Din,as opposed to gross 
forgetfulness, is patur (exempt) from bringing a korban.

What constitutes a ta’oot? A ta’oot refers to a mistake 
in the details of a halacha — meaning, a case where 
the Beit Din did not uproot an entire halacha with 
their ruling, but only made a mistake in permitting 
one particular item or aspect. For example: If the 
Beit Din were to say, Shabbat must be observed, 
however, from now on, one is permitted to plow 
their field on Shabbat. In such a case, the Beit Din 
did not dismiss the entire mitzvah of Shabbat, but 
they made an error regarding observance of one of 
its details. If the majority of Jews began plowing their 
fields on Shabbat, as a result of this mistaken ruling, 
they would all be patur from offering korbanot. 

 

תשנ״ו/1996
Operation Grapes of Wrath

The “En'vei Za’am” (Grapes of 
Wrath) Operation was held in South 
Lebanon on April 11-27, 1996. 
The background prompting the 
operation was the prolonged firing 
of Katyusha rockets by Hezbollah 
at Israeli communities in the north of 
the country, as well as the increase 
in suicide attacks and assaults 
on IDF soldiers. In response, 
the Israeli government decided 
to launch “Operation Grapes of 
Wrath”, during which the Air Force 
attacked Hezbollah targets in the 
Gaza Strip and Beirut. In addition, 
Israeli artillery, armored and naval 
forces were deployed, as well as 
IDF Special Forces operating deep 
inside Lebanon in secret operations. 

The Israeli Air Force and the Artillery Corps 
bombed hundreds of Hezbollah targets, 
while the Navy imposed a blockade on 
the Lebanese coast, causing residents of 
southern Lebanon to flee northward. During 
the operation, Hezbollah continued firing 
Katyushas at Israel. Operation Grapes of 
Wrath ended with the signing of a new 
agreement of understanding between Israel, 
Syria and Lebanon.

Israeli History
שנה למדינת ישראל ISRAEL@

70

Daf 3: ָטעּות ין שהֹורּו הלכה ְבּ ית ִדּ   – ֵבּ

         A Beit Din That Issued An Erroneous Ruling

The first halacha in the masechet deals with a case in which the Beit 
Din (court) mistakenly issued a ruling permitting an issur d’oraita (a 

Torah prohibition).  Am Yisrael did not know the Beit Din erred, 
and as a result, they collectively violated the issur. For example, 
a Beit Din issued a mistaken ruling that it was permissible 
to consume certain blood. What are the consequences for a 

person who violates an issur d’Oraita unintentionally? That individual must bring 
a korban chatat (sin offering). However, in this case, the Torah stipulates that 
the individual who unintentionally violated the issur d’Oraita is patur (exempt) 
from having to bring a korban. Since it was the Beit Din that issued the mistaken 
ruling, it is the Beit Din that is required to offer the korban chatat.

Black Hawk helicopter hovers over armored personnel carrier in 
Operation Grapes of Wrath (National Photo Collection/AVI OHAYON)

שנ״ו/1996
ת
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Daf 6:  ָעה Procedure In The Case of Emergency – הֹוָרַאת ָשׁ

“Hora’at Sha’ah” (temporary emergency order) is a directive to violate a Torah 
prohibition during a limited period of time. A Navi (prophet of) HaShem, who is 
known to be a truthful Navi, possesses special authority, under certain unique 
circumstances, to issue permission to violate a given Torah prohibition.

One of the famous “Hora’ot Sha’ah” was declared by Eliyahu HaNavi at Mount 
Carmel. During that era, most of the people in Eretz Yisrael practiced Avodah Zarah 
(idol worship). Eliyahu organized the offerings of korbanot on Mount Carmel. Eliyahu 
put up a burnt offering on one altar while the false prophets of Ba’al placed their 
offerings on another altar. When fire rained down from the Heavens only on Eliyahu’s 
offering, everyone understood that HaShem is the true God and they repented.

Offering the korban olah on Mount Carmel was assur (prohibited), since it is assur 
to offer korbanot anywhere outside of the Beit HaMikdash. But in the case of 
an emergency, a Navi is permitted to violate a rule if his actions are done l’shem 
Shamayim (for the sake of Heaven) and in order to strengthen Am Yisrael.

      Daf 5: "ה                ”A New Courtyard“  – "ֶהָחֵצר ַהֲחָדָשׁ
                    
Sefer Divrei HaYamim Bet, Perek Kaf (II Chronicles 20:5), describes the time of King 
Yeho’sha’phat, when the sons of Moav and Ammon gathered to do battle against 
the Kingdom of Judah. King Yeho’sha’phat declared a fast and all the people came 
to pray “before the Chatzer HeChadash” (the new courtyard). The Gemara explains 
where this was and why the location was given that name. 

Any person who became tamei (ritually impure) was required to immerse in a mikveh 
in order to become tahor (ritually pure) once again. However, there are certain people 
who are tamei and who need to satisfy some further requirements before eventually 
immersing. In addition, one who has been tamei does not become tahor again 
immediately upon immersion. The process is only complete after nightfall. In the 
interim they have the status of “t’vul yom,” meaning “immersed that day.”

According to Din Torah (Torah law), the “t’vol yom” is not permitted to enter the Beit 
HaMikdash, but was allowed to enter Har HaBayit (the Temple Mount) up to the 
area of outside of the Beit HaMikdash. However, Chazal decreed that a person in 
the state of “t’vol yom” may also not enter Har HaBayit. That is why they referred to 
Har HaBayit as “the new courtyard,” since it was the place concerning which a new 
halachah was promulgated (according to Rashi Masechet Yevamot).

Made In Israel

GrainPro Cocoons
Founded by: Prof. Shlomo Navarro (1980s)

In some parts of the world, over 50% 
of grain harvest can be lost to pests 
and mold. Israeli professor Shlomo 
Navarro developed an ingenious, 
chemical-free method to keep crops 
from being invaded by all sorts of 
pests, as well as from dirt and water.

GrainPro Cocoons were initially 
produced by an Israeli kibbutz that 
dealt with plastics. Professor Navarro 
created what is essentially a plastic 
container that hermetically seals the 
stored grains. Since there is not any 
air in the cocoon, insects cannot 
survive. In addition, the cocoon is 
also water-proof, which prevents the 
possibility of mold developing. 

The key to ensuring success is 
making sure that the grain is dried 
properly before using the GrainPro 
Cocoon. Today, this storage 
mechanism is in place around the 
world, especially in places that are 
not as highly-developed as Israel. 

Thank you, Professor Navarro, 
for helping people around the world 
keep their food supply safe, clean, 
and dry.

GrainPro Cocoon in action. Photo Source: Ministry 
of Food and Agriculture/Republic of Ghana 

Seder Nezikin | Horayot 5-6
בס"ד
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Seder Nezikin | Horayot 7
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 7: "ה ְבָגִדים ֵהן ָמׁשּוַח" ו"ְמֻרֶבּ   – "ֹכּ
                    “Kohen Mashu’ach”  AND “Merubeh Begadim”

When a Kohen Gadol violates an issur (prohibition), he 
does not offer a regular korban chatat (sin offering), but 
rather, a “chatat kohen mashuach” (sin offering of an 
anointed kohen), which has its own special requirements, 
outlined in Masechet Zevachim.

What is a “Kohen Mashu’ach”? Two methods exist by which 
one can be invested with the status of Kohen Gadol:

Option #1: “Kohen Mashu’ach” (anointed priest) meaning 
the kohen is anointed with the holy anointing oil made by 
Moshe Rabbeinu.

Option #2: “Merubeh Begadim” (abundant garments) meaning a kohen 
wears the eight high priestly vestments while performing a service in the 
Beit HaMikdash. This system was used after the anointing oil was lost.

All answers can be found in this Daf Yomi booklet

Please email answers to questions to
answers@talmudisraeli.co.il

 for a chance to win an iPad mini!

1. What is a “Hora’at Sha’ah”?
2. What was the “Chatzer HaChadasha”?

The parasha begins with the verse: “And it was 
on the eighth day that Moshe summoned Aharon, 
and his sons, and the elders of Israel.”

The Sages asked two questions:
A. To which eighth day does the text refer?
B. Why was it necessary to call upon the elders 
of Israel too — it was seemingly sufficient to have 
summoned only Aharon and his sons?

After the Mishkan (Tabernacle) was constructed, a 
seven-day inauguration period commenced in which 
Moshe offered special sacrifices. On the eighth day, 
after Aharon and his sons began to officiate as 
Kohanim and perform the regular sacrificial service, 
a fire descended from heaven and it was revealed 
that God’s presence rested in the Mishkan. The 
eighth day fell on Rosh Chodesh Nissan.

The answer to the second question is that the 
elders of Israel were summoned to inform them 
that Aharon serves as the kohen gadol according 
to God’s will.  The elders should not suspect that 
Aharon usurped the position.

ַוְיִהי 

ִמיִני ׁ ּיֹום ַהְשּ ַבּ
ה ְלַאֲהֹרן ּוְלָבָניו ָקָרא ֹמֶשׁ

ָרֵאל ּוְלִזְקֵני ִיְשׂ

NEW ... 
Talmud Israeli in TURKISH!

After years of hard work and dedication, 
we are extremely proud to announce the 

release of the first volume of 
Turkish Talmud Israeli for the entire 

Jewish community in Turkey to enjoy.
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NILE RIVER: The main waterway of Egypt is one of the 
two longest rivers in the world. Its length is 4135.225 
miles. “The Blue Nile” and “The White Nile” are the 
Nile’s sources.  

PYRAMID: The largest in Egypt is considered 
one of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient 
World. It is built from approximately 2.3 
million stones, which each weighing 
2.5 tons (on average). The pyramid’s 
original height was 480 feet. 
However, due to erosion over time, it 
has shrunk somewhat, and now stands at 450 feet.

LOCUSTS generally live like simple grasshoppers. 
For reasons that remain unclear, sometimes these 
grasshopper-like insects congregate in droves, and 
continually change formation, until they become 
a swarm of locusts that can include thousands of 
insects. In 1915 (5675), a harsh plague of locusts hit 
Eretz Yisrael, causing significant damage.

ANCIENT EGYPTIANS generally embalmed their dead 
in order to preserve them. The embalmed dead are 
called “mummies,” some of which remain preserved 
even today. The most famous mummies were 
Tutankhamun, Seti and Ramses II.

BLOOD LIBEL: Throughout the years of exile, non-
Jews were accustomed to falsely accusing the Jews 
of killing Christian children and using their blood to 
bake matzah.  These accusations were baseless 
and undoubtedly false.  Following the libel, non-
Jews would organize pogroms against the Jews and 
kill them. Even in America, there was a blood libel in 
1929 at Messina, New York.

???Did You Know ...

1

2

3

4

5

   
CHAD GADYA

The song we sing at the end of the Seder, 
“Chag Gadya” (One Little Goat), is actually 
an allegory for the history of Am Yisrael. 
The little goat symbolizes Israel, while the 
assorted animals and characters that appear 
in the lyrics symbolize the enemies and their 
sympathizers who rose up against Israel 
throughout the generations. At the end of the 
song, God ultimately saves Am Yisrael from 
all its enemies and brings full redemption.

ONE LITTLE GOAT ...

What makes this night
Different??????
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The Pesach holiday is the story of Am Yisrael’s exodus from 
slavery to freedom. Here are several short stories about 
events and people who aspired to achieve freedom.

Tales & Stories:
 From Slavery ... To Freedom

Operation
Ezra & Nechmiah

Sinking of
The Egoz

Operation Yonatan/ 
Mivtza Entebbe

Natan Sharansky
Aliya

Operation Sholomo

1950-1951

10 January 1961 

4 July 1976 

24-25 May 1991 

5710-5711

23 Tevet 5721

10 Tammuz 5736

11-12 Nissan 5751

11 February 1986 2 Adar I 5746

                OPERATION EZRA & NEHEMIAH

In 1948 there were 135,000 Jews living in Iraq. Upon 
the creation of the State of Israel and Iraq’s participation 
in the war against Israel, Iraq began to persecute its 
Jews. Iraq's Jews were also prohibited from exiting the 
country. The Israeli government, in cooperation with 
the Jewish Agency and the JDC (Joint Distribution 
Committee), sought ways to save the Jews of Iraq and 
set out on a clandestine mission to bring them to Israel. 
Organized by Mordechai ben Porat and Shlomo Hillel, 
using leased planes from the American airline “Near 
East,” Jews were secretly flown to Cyprus and from 
there to Israel. In the later part of the mission it was 
possible to fly directly to Israel. Approximately 125,000 
Jews were transported to Israel in an operation called 
“Ezra and Nehemiah”, named after the two leaders of 
ancient Babylonian Jewry: Ezra and Nehemiah, who 
brought the Jews back to the Eretz Yisrael in the early 
Second Temple era.

SINKING OF “THE EGOZ” SHIP
“Egoz” was the name of a ship that 
secretly carried Jewish emigrants 
from Morocco to Israel. Moroccan 
authorities prohibited the emigration of 
Jews from their land. Jews who wished to immigrate 
to Israel were forced to flee from Morocco with the 
help of the underground, sail to Europe, and from there 
to Israel. Approximately 30,000 Jews made aliyah 
via this route. The ship was leased in 1960 by the 
Mossad and customarily sailed from the shores of Al-
Hoceima to Gibraltar. On January 10, 1961 (5721), on 
its 13th voyage, the Egoz sank. All 44 immigrants on 
board drowned. In light of the disaster, an agreement 
was reached to allow for the emigration of Jews from 
Morocco, according to which Israel would pay for every 
Jew who made aliyah. Israel made several attempts to 
reclaim the remains of the passengers who went down 
with the ship. However, it was not until 1992 (5752) 
that the king of Morocco agreed to allow repatriation 
of those remains. The caskets of those who drowned 
were brought to Israel in secret and were reburied in the 
section of Mount Herzl’s national cemetery dedicated 
to Ma’apilim (illegal immigrants of the pre-state era).

Planes coming from Iraq carrying new olim (immigrants) landed at Lod airport every 
three hours on May 1, 1950. Photo Source: Israeli Government Press Office Archive 
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OPERATION YONATAN/“MIVTZA ENTEBBE”
Operation Yonatan, also known as both Operation 
Entebbe and “Operation Thunderbolt,” are the names 
of the military mission carried out by the Israel Defense 
Force in Uganda on July 4, 1976 (6 Tammuz 5736). The 
objective was to free 105 Jewish and Israeli passengers, 

NATAN SHARANSKY (Born January 20, 1948 • 9 Shevat 5708).
Sharansky was born in the Soviet Union and named 
Anatoly Borisovich Shcharansky. He was an ardent Zionist, 
who encouraged Jews to make aliyah to Israel. His own 
requests to receive an aliya permit were dismissed for 
reasons of alleged “national security.” Sharansky worked 
to preserve human rights and became the spokesperson 
for Prisoners of Zion and Refusniks (individuals denied 
permission to make aliyah). In 1977 (5737), Sharansky 
was imprisoned and accused of treason, espionage and 
incitement. The Soviet court sentenced him to 13 years 
in prison. He survived the difficulties of incarceration and 
guarded his mental independence, with the help of his 
adherence to Jewish identity and his passionate desire to 
make aliyah. Sharansky became a symbol of the struggle 
to free the Jews of the Soviet Union. The United States 
government exerted pressure on the Soviet Union. In 
an effort to improve relations with the U.S., the Soviet 
authorities freed Sharansky on February 11, 1986 (2 Adar 
I 5746). 
He promptly moved to Israel. 
Sharansky served as a minister 
in several Israeli governments and 
currently serves as the Chairman
of the Jewish Agency.

OPERATION SOLOMON
Operation Solomon, which took place on the 24th-25th of 
May 1991 • 11-12 Sivan 5752, was a mission to bring all 
the Jews of Beta Yisrael from Ethiopia to Israel. The bold 
expedition was implemented utilizing thirty planes that 
transported 14,310 Jews within 36 hours. The operation was 
named after King Solomon who met the Queen of Sheba, 
who according to Ethiopian tradition was a fellow Ethiopian. 
The catalyst for the mission was the imminent fall of the 
government of Ethiopia to rebels, which aroused fear for the 
fate of the country’s Jews. Israeli Chief of Staff Amnon Lipkin-
Shahak commanded the operation, with participation from 
the Joint Distribution Committee (JDC), the Jewish Agency, 
the Mossad, and seventy Israeli Air Force commandos who 
provided security at the airport. A world record was set for 
transporting 1,087 passengers in one El Al Boeing 747.

A C-130 Hercules in front of old Entebbe terminal in 1994. Bullet holes from 
the 1976 raid are still visible. Photo Source: Defenseimagery.mil

as well the flight crew of an Air France flight from Tel Aviv to Paris 
that was hijacked by terrorists to Entebbe, Uganda. This Israeli 
operation was bold and dangerous, since the hijackers were holding 
their hostages in a country that was hostile and far away. The mission 
became necessary given Israel’s refusal to respond to the kidnapper’s 
demands to release a number of high-profile prisoners. The operation 
was carried out by the elite commando unit, Sayeret Matkal, with the 
help of paratroopers, who after their planes secretly landed, gained 
control over the airport, killed the terrorists and freed most of the 
hostages. The former hostages returned to Israel on the transport 
planes. The commander of Sayeret Matkal, 
Yonatan (Yoni) Netanyahu was killed in 
the raid. The operation was renamed 
in his memory. Yoni was the older brother 
of Israel's PM, Benjamin "Bibi" Netanyahu.

Lt. Colonel Yonatan “Yoni” Netanyahu, z”l
March 13, 1946 — July 4, 1976

Natan Sharansky
Photo: Jewish Agency  IDF Officer helping immigrants. Photo: Government Press Office (GPO)
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