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Explanation
The Talmud brings a pasuk from Sefer 
Breisheet that deals with the sons of 
Seir, in order to interpret the laws of 
inheritance and determine the order of 
priority of heirs.

... Me’Ikara .... From the beginning

... Amina ........ I said
מעיקרא

אמינא

Translation

Daf 113: נֹות ְצָלְפָחד The Daughters of Tzeloph’chad  – ְבּ

Tzeloph’chad died in the desert. His daughters brought a grievance to Moshe 
Rabbeinu. They wanted the parcel of land in Eretz Yisrael due to be granted to 
their father to be passed down to them, his daughters. Moshe Rabbeinu asked 
God, and was told that the daughters of Tzeloph’chad were indeed correct, and 
that they are entitled to receive their father’s portion in Eretz Yisrael.

Members of the shevet (tribe) of Yosef, the shevet of which Tzeloph’chad was 
a member, noted that giving the daughters their father’s land could cause the 
property to be transferred to another shevet, if any of the daughters were to marry 
outside of their clan.  

Why is it the case that if the daughters were to marry someone from another 
shevet, the inheritance would go to that other shevet? Two possible scenarios 
in which the inherited land would be transferred: a) if the woman dies first, her 
husband inherits her estate; b) even if her husband dies first, it would be her sons 
(who belong to the same shevet as their father), and not the people of the shevet 
into which she was born, who inherit her.
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מן התלמוד:
סדר נזיקין, מסכת בבא בתרא, דף קט"ו: 

“...קרא עליו את המקרא הזה 'ֵאֶלה 
לֹוָטן  ָהָאֶרץ  יְשֵֹבי  ַהחִרֹי  ֵשִעיר  ְבֵני 

ְושֹוָבל ְוִצְבעֹון ַוֲעָנה...”.
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 Daf 112:  ְזָמן ֶלת ִבּ ה מּוְגֶבּ ׁ Time-Limited Inheritance – ְירּוָשּ

Is it possible for a person to inherit an asset for a specified, limited period of time? 
For example, this might mean an asset that would belong to the designated heir 
for 25 years and after that, his/her possession and ownership would be transferred 
to another person.

When the Yovel* (Jubillee) is in effect, ancestral fields 
return to their original owners. (The Yovel only is applicable 
when the majority of the world’s Jews live in Eretz Yisrael.) 
Therefore, if a person acquires a field, dies and bequeaths 
that field to his heir, and 25 years later the Yovel takes place, 
the field would revert to the possession of the original owner.

* According to Sefer VaYikra, during Yovel, which is declared every 50th year, in 
addition to the return of property to its original owners, no agricultural work was 
done and slaves were freed.
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Daf 114: "ָיּן ה ַדּ   – "ֵאין ֵעד ַנֲעֶשׂ
                “A Witness May Not Be Made A Judge”

Eliyahu and Yoav work in the Beit Din in different 
capacities.  Once, following the conclusion of a certain 
proceeding in the Beit Din, Yoav asked Eliyahu to lend 
him $500, which Eliyahu did immediately with pleasure.

After a few weeks, when Eliyahu asked Yoav to repay 
the debt, Yoav replied: “I’m sorry.  I simply don’t remember you lending me 
money.” Eliyahu said to Yoav: “Well, we are in a Beit Din, let’s approach the 
dayanim (judges) to determine what we need to do.” The dayanim heard the 
claims of the two sides and asked Eliyahu: “Do you have evidence that you 
lent Yoav money?” Eliyahu replied with a smile: “For what reason would I need 
evidence? I lent the money to him here in the Beit Din. You dayanim saw the 
loan being given. You will be my eidim (witnesses.)”

The dayanim responded to Eliyahu: “We can not be your eidim, since there is a 
halacha in Masechet Bava Batra, daf 114 that says — “An eid (witness) may not 
be made a dayan” — A person may not function as both an eid and a dayan in 
the same matter.

Daf 115: ת ה"ְצדֹוִקים״ ל ַכּ  – ָטעּוָתם ֶשׁ
                  The Mistake of the “Sadducee”  Sect          

During the Second Temple period there 
was a sect within the Jewish people 
called “Tzdukim” (Sadducees.) The 
Sadducees did not believe in the Torah 
interpretations handed down by Chazal 
(our Sages) generation after generation, 
directly from Moshe Rabbeinu, who 
heard them at Mount Sinai. At times, 
they garbled the meaning of the psukim 
and distorted the halacha. On this daf, it 
is told that the Sadducees claimed that 
there were cases in which the daughters 
of a man who dies receive a portion of 
the inheritance, even if the deceased 
has sons — until Rabbi Yochanan Ben 
Zakkai proved that all of their arguments 
were mistaken. That day was the 24th 
day of the month of Shevat, which was 
then established as a minor holiday to 
celebrate the victory against heretics.  
(The holiday is no longer observed.)

Memorial Stone of the holy Tanna
Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai

in Tiberias, Israel

e

He (Rabban Yochanan Ben Zakkai) 
used to say: 

“If you have learned a lot of Torah, 
do not credit it favorably for yourself, 

because it is for this 
that you were created.” 

 
— PIRKEI AVOT 2:8

Made In Israel
Hip-Hope
Hod HaSharon
Amatsia Raanan

As people get older, a main concern 
for their continued wellbeing involves 
limiting the possibility of falling. 
Worldwide, almost three million seniors 
are hospitalized due to hip fractures 
each year. In the United States alone, 
caring for these fractures costs more 
than $15 billion each year!

After his mother fell and broke her 
hip for the second time, former Israeli Air 
Force pilot Amatsia Raanan sought out 
a product that could prevent this type of 
common injury. When he was not able 
to find one, he developed Hip-Hope, a 
wearable belt-like device that senses 
an impending collision with the ground 
and instantly deploys two large airbags 
to cushion the fall.  Hip-Hope, which 
only weighs 2.2 lbs. also has a built-in 
emergency button that can be activated 
at any time. 

Hip-Hope has been certified by the 
FDA and in Canadian studies, reduces 
impact during a fall by 90%! According 
to Raanan, the device will be available 
in many colors by the end of 2017. 

Thank you Israeli engineers for 
developing a solution that plagues 
so many seniors and their families 
around the world!

(Top L-R) Hip-Hope belt, data wires, and air bag. (Bottom) 
Hip-Hope belt close-up. Photos: Hip-Hope website
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Daf 116:  ה ׁ   Laws of Inheritance  – ִדיֵני ְירּוָשּ

Regarding dinei yerusha (the laws of inheritance) we learn that the order of 
inheritance is as follows: first, the father of the deceased; then the sons of the 
father (i.e., the brothers of the deceased) are the next in line to inherit. If the 
father did not leave behind sons, then the sisters of the deceased inherit. If he 
left behind no other offspring, then the father’s father (i.e., the grandfather of 
the deceased) inherits, and the heirs next in line are the sons of the grandfather 
(i.e., the uncles of the deceased.) If the grandfather also did not leave behind 
offspring, the next in line to inherit are the great-grandfather and his offspring. 
We continue the search for heirs who will inherit, each time looking backward 
one generation at a time, all the way back — if necessary — until one of the 
sons of Yaakov Avinu; the yerusha is given to his offspring.

The Talmud emphasizes that there is no possible need to seek relatives all the 
way back to Yaakov Avinu himself to find heirs to inherit. Such a possibility 
would imply that all of the children of one of Yaakov’s sons had died.  
That could never happen because we have a tradition
handed down and received by Chazal stating that an entire 
shevet (tribe) never will be eliminated completely from 
Israel.

Daf Yomi For US
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Kibbutz Shoval, founded in 1946 by 
members of the Zionist organization 
HaShomer HaTzair, is located 
approximately 14 miles north of Be’er 
Sheva. It is the mid-point, between 
north and south on the map of Israel 
(northernmost being Mount Hermon 
and southernmost being Eilat). 

Following publication of the 
Morrison-Grady Scheme of 1946, 
which would have excluded the Negev 
from the future Jewish state, the 
Jewish Agency, the Jewish National 
Fund and the Haganah launched “The 
11 HaNekudot Plan”. The purpose of 
the 11 HaNekudot was to establish 
Jewish settlements in the Negev region 
prior to Israel’s independence and 
thereby retaining the area as part of the 
future state. Kibbutz Shoval and the 10 
other settlements were founded almost 
immediately thereafter.

Although the Morrison-Grady 
Scheme was rejected by the Jews and 
the Arabs, all 11 settlements remain 
populated to this day. With the founding 
of Israel, the Negev region was included 
as part of the Jewish state.

Today, about 650 people live in 
Kibbutz Shoval, with the major sources 
of income being agriculture and 
plastics. 

Daf 117: ?ָרֵאל ָקה ֶאֶרץ ִיְשׂ יַצד חּוְלּ   – ֵכּ
                   How Was Eretz Yisrael Divided?

When B’nai Yisrael entered Eretz Yisrael, Yehoshua Bin Nun divided the land 
into portions and everyone received an inheritance in the land.  Among whom 
was the land divided?

This daf records a dispute regarding the matter: Some say that everyone who 
entered Eretz Yisrael received one portion of land.  Other say that the land was 
divided based upon those who left Egypt (i.e., all who were over 20 years old at 

the time of the Exodus from Egypt.) Since those 
who left Egypt were no longer alive, their heirs 
received the allotments.

What is the difference? Imagine that someone 
who left Egypt had ten children living at the 
time the people entered Eretz Yisrael. His 
friend had five children. In keeping with the first 
approach, each of the children in both of these 
families is entitled to an equal share of land in 
Eretz Yisrael.  Following the second approach 
(according to which land is apportioned only to 
each individual who left Egypt), the children of 
the family numbering 10 souls would each get a 
portion half the size of the portions received by 
the children of the family that numbers 5 souls. 
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Dvar Torah for the Shabbat TableDaf 118: (מּוֵאל )ַיְרִחיָנָאה   – ָהֲאמֹוָרא ְשׁ
                  The Amora Shmuel (Yarchi'na'a)
   

“Amoraim” are the Sages of Israel, 
who lived in the 300-year period 
from the writing of the Mishnah 
(approximately 1,800 years ago), 
until the days of Ravina and Rav 
Ashi, who edited the Babylonian 
Talmud, approximately 1500 years 
ago.  Why were they referred to as “Amoraim”? Because they would 
recite and learn the words of the Tannaim and explain them.

Shmuel was one of the first Amoraim. Shmuel’s father was one of the great 
Torah scholars of his generation, and one of the Tanaaim blessed him, 
saying he would be privileged to have a loyal son, like Shmuel the Prophet. 
So when his son was born, he named him Shmuel.

The Amora Shmuel was born in the city of Nehardea. Later on, he traveled to 
Eretz Yisrael and had the privilege of meeting Rabbi Yehudah HaNasi, editor of 
the Mishnah. After learning Torah in Eretz Yisrael, Shmuel returned to Nehardea, 
and was eventually appointed Rosh Yeshiva in Nehardea — which at that time 
was the most important yeshiva in Babylonia. As Rosh Yeshiva he served as a 
judge and legal authority for all the Jews of the surrounding region.

Shmuel and his friend Rav became known as the greatest scholars of 
their generation. Shmuel was also famous for knowing the movements 
of celestial bodies, the sun, the moon and the stars. For this reason, they 
called him “Yarchi’na’a” (literally, ‘moving moon’), meaning, one who is 
expert in the movement of the moon.

The “Yovel” (Jubilee year) marks the fiftieth year of the 
Sabbatical cycle. It is a special year. This is what is 
written about the Yovel in Parashat Behar:

“And you will sanctify the 50th year and proclaim 
liberty throughout the land and to all of its 
inhabitants thereof.* It will be a Jubilee for you and 
you shall return, each man to his property, and you shall 
return, each man to his family. The Jubilee will be in the 
fiftieth year for you. You shall not sow, nor shall you reap 
its self-seeded produce or pick its grapes that you had 
set aside for yourself. For the Jubilee shall be holy for 
you; you shall eat its produce from the field. During this 
Jubilee year, you shall return, each man to his property.”

What is the meaning of the word Yovel and why is the 
year referred to as such? Rashi: At the start of the 
50th year, we sound a shofar and “Yovel” is another 
name for the ram’s horn.  Ramban: In the 50th year, all 
Hebrew slaves are released and return to their homes. 
Also, lands that had been sold are 
returned to their original owners.  
Therefore, it was called “Yovel” — 
(will be transported), since everything 
is transported back to its place.

( * Verse engraved on the Liberty Bell 
in Philadelphia, PA)
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1.  What is the meaning of the expression — “Ein eid na’aseh 
dayan” and in which instance is this principle applied?

2. How is it possible for a person to inherit an asset for only 
a set limited time?

3. Who were the Amoraim and why were they referred to by 
that name? In which time period did they live?

חוכמת החכמים
הּוא ָהָיה אֹוֵמר: ּוְבָמקֹום ֶשֵאין ֲאָנִשים,   

ִהְשַתֵדל ִלְהיֹות ִאיש. )אבות ב:ה(.  

ִמּלֹון  
 To try  – ְלִהְשַתֵדל

The right thing –  ַהָדָבר ַהָנכֹון

ֶהְסֵּבר: ְּבָמקֹום ֶשּבֹו ֲאָנִשים לֹא יֹוְדִעים אֹו ְיכֹוִלים ַלֲעשֹות 
ֶאת ַהָדָבר ַהָנכֹון, חֹוָבה ְלִהְשַתֵדל ִלְפעֹול ְלַמֵלא ֶאת ֶהָחָלל.

 Obligatedn – חֹוָבה
 To actn – ִלְפעֹול

Fill the voidn – ְלַמֵלא ֶאת ֶהָחָלל


